Croaras, ¢ ToO0¥ BCE OymeT B nopsiake. Ecnu s, uMIiepaTop, BCE elleé MOTy fepKaTh Med U CKaKaThb
Ha KOHe I10 TTOJISIM CPaXkKeHUM, TO U THl He MTOCTPafiaelllb.

T'opom MyTo yKe maBHO He BHITTISAEN TaK, KaK B ObIJIbIe BpeMeHa yragka. BeICOKKe TopoficKue
CTEeHBI, CTpOrHe GaIlHu — BCE 3TO CHeIajio0 ero BaXKHLIM ITePeBaIOYHBIM IIYHKTOM [IJIsI TOPTOBIIEB
IOBYX CTpaH. [lecsiTh JIeT MUpPa IIPeBpaTUIu MyTo B ONUH M3 KPYITHENUIINX I'OPOMIOB Ha 3eMJISX XYCIIEB.

YV 10xHBIX BopoT Lluus FOi cumen Ha JoImaau, epxka B pyKax IOBOObS, U C YIUBIIEHHEM CMOTPEN Ha
ropop mepex coOox.

— Baie BenuyecTtBo, — momoxun Ban MsH, BEPHYBIINCE C Pa3BEOKH, — B Iropoae, KaXXeTCs, HET
KPYIIHBIX CUJI XyCIIEB.

Het? Bposu lluns KOs coBunynmuce. OH 3amyMarcs Ha MTHOBEHHE, a 3aTeM IPOU3HEC:
— Benu mropiest 0CTOPOXKHO BHYTPE I'OPOfA.

Ban MaH KuBHY U, B3IB C c000¥ HEOOIBILION OTPsiA apMun CeBEepPHOU I'PAHUIIB], OCTOPOXKHO BOLIET B
MyTo. BopoTa 6blIM MIMPOKO pPaclaxXxHyThl, YUl YUCTE, HO HY AyIIX He OBII0 BUmHO. Ban MaH
Me[JIeHHO IIPOOBUTAJICS BIIePEN, 3aMeyasi, Kak U3 OKOH IOMOB 3a HUMHU YKpangKo# Habomanu
MeCTHbIEe XKUTEJU, HO HUKAKUX NIPU3HAKOB 3acadbl He ObLIIO.

— PazomnuTe q030pHEBIX, THIATEILHO OCMOTPUTE BCE BOKPYT.
Yepes nonuaca Ban MaH oTpaBUi roHlla BEPHYTHCS C HOKJIaIOM:

— Baie BenuygecTtso, apMusia XYHHB OTCTYyIIXJIA. B ropoge OCTaJInCh JIMIIb HEMHOTHE XKUTEJIN, B
OCHOBHOM XdHBCKHE€ KVIIIIHI.

— XM, — kuBHYN Luae KO#, HO €ro Mog03peHus BCE elll€ He PaCCesIuCh.

Apmus Botna B ropop, u Lluas FO# mogHsIcs Ha TOPOICKYI0 CTeHY, IS Ha CeBep U BCE elé
PA3MEIIISIS O CTPAHHOM MoBefeHuu XysiHb Tasi. 3a ero CIIUHOM pa3maiuch Imary, u JIu XaHb BCTall
psimoM.

— Bamre BenmuuecTBo, B ropofie HET HY 3epHa. 10 cJIoBaM MECTHHIX XaHBIIEB, XYCITHI eII€ IBe Helenu
Ha3ajl BEIBE3JIH BCE 3aIackl IPOOOBOILCTBUS. ['0pO y2Ke TpU-UeThIpe JHS 6e3 e[kl

— Tpu-uetripe gusA! — Luns F0i yIUBIEHHO TOCMOTpPEN Ha HETO, a 3aTeM YCMEXHYJICS.

[TpomoBONILCTBYE 3aKOHYUIIOCH, @ OHU BCE eIE cpaxKalioTcs ¢ Benukou FOH. Bpat XysiHb, YTO XK€ ThI
3agyman? HeymuBUTEIbHO, UTO THI OCTABUII 9TOT BaXKHBIM CEBEPHEIN (HOPIOCT. Bumgumo, Th 60sblie
He MOXKeIb YOepKUBaTh €ro.

— HememenHo IIPpHUKAXKHU Ban MSHy BO3IJIaBUTh HEHTPAJIbHYIO aPDMHUIO U IIPECIeJO0BATh XYEIHB Tas.
OcTanbpHBIE IIYCTh OTOOXHYT HOYb, a 3aBTPa MBI ABUHEMCS IIPSIMO K TOPOOy XYHHL.

— Cnymatocs, — JIu XaHb TYT XK€ OTIPABUJICS BHIIIOJIHATH IPUKa3.

Llunp FOit cHOBa MOCMOTPeEN BAasb. [1one OBIIO MyCTHHHBIM, TPaBa eIlé He mPo6usack, BCE elé
JKEITOe OT MPOIITOTOgHeH 3acyxu. CHET pacTasiji, U CEBEPHBIN BeTeP MOJHUMAJ KITyObl IBIUIH.

OH mpuXKas PyKy K I'PYOH U C JETKOM YCMEIITKOH momyMal: «XopoIro, 4To XysiHb Tall TOpOIuTCS,
MHayve yepe3s IecsATh JIeT, KOTrfla CHOBa HAYHETCS BOMHA, s, BO3MOXKHO, ake He CMOT'y CeCTh Ha KOHS,



¥ UCXO0Jl OUTBH OYIET UHBIMY.
— Bceé ke HeMHOT0 HecCIlpaBed/InBO, — TUXO IPOOOPMOTal OH, HAKKWHYI IIJIalll U YIIE.

[Tocne HECKONIBKUX IHEH 02KeCTOYEHHBIX 00EB U NOJTOro Maplila faXe Takue OIBITHEE BOMCKA, Kak
apmusi CeBepHOM T'paHUIlL], He MOTJIN U30eXaTh yCcTanocTu. Houbio TOIBKO HECKOJIBKO COMIaT
0CTaBaJIUCh Ha CTpaxe y BOPOT U Ha OaIHgX, IpeHeOperas maTpylvpoBaHNEM BPaXkeCKoro ropofa.
Korpa 3aXrnuck 3B€3[0bI, XKUTENH, KOTOPHIE [0 3TOTO NPSATAJINCEH B JOMaX, BHIIUIA Ha YIIULEH,
IepersgHyJIUCh U MOJIYa Pa30IUIUCS.

Ha roponckoii cTeHe conpgaThl BHUMaTEIbHO CMOTPENIH BIajlb, OllacasiCh BHE3AMHOU aTakKy XyCleB, HO
BIPYT UX BHUMaHHUE IIPUBJIEKIIO 3aPEBO 1M03afu. [1094Tr MrHOBEHHO B MyTO BCIIBIXHYIH ITOXKapPHL. B
TIaHUKe HeOOoJIblIast IPyIa «MUPHBIX XKUTeJIed» cOpPOCHia MAaCKU TPYCOCTH, BEITAIIMTIA OPYKUE U
Opocunach K BOPOTaM.

Bawm! [lepeBsHHbIe BOpoTa OBIIM ClI0OMaHEL, ¥ JIu XaHb BOpBajCsS B KOMHATY:
— Bamre BennyecTBo, B ropofe moxap. f CompoBoXKy Bac OTCIOAA.

— Xm? — [Iunp KO#, He TOHKMMas, IT0YeMy CIllajl TaK KPeIKo, CMYIIEHHO OTKPHLI I'Ta3a ¥ YBUAET
3apeBo.

— Bame BenuuectBo?
— JIu Xanp, — unes FOU mocMoTpes1 Ha HEro, — Ha Hac Hamnauu?

— B ropoge ocranuchk mimuoHsl. CeBepHBIe BOPOTA aTaKOBaHEL. 1 HEMeIJIEHHO COITPOBOXKY BacC yepe3
HOxHbIe BOpoTa, — cKa3as JIu XaHb, CXBAaTHB €0 3a PYKYy X HaKMHYB Ha Hero miail. — [IpocTuTe 3a
Nep30CTh.

Hunp KOst mogxBaTUIM, ¥ TONBKO Y BEIXOHA OH ITPOU3HEC:
— Wpém uepe3 CeBepHBIE BOPOTa!
— Xm? Cnymatocs! — JIu XaHb Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMeIIKajCs, HO TyT XkKe IOBEI eTo.

CeBepHbIe BOPOTa IbiNany, mapun xaoc. Lunas KO, rogasa Ha 3T0, BcioMHUI CI0aHbY9H CeabMOr0
roma apul FOux3. Torga 113s1H Y2K9HBIHB BCTal IIeped HUM U CIIac ero OT TOM KaTaCTPOQHL.

— Baitmre Benu4ecTBo, 37leCh HEBO3MOXKHO IPOUTH, — JIu XaHb BCTall Meped HUM, OCTOPOKHO
OTTISIABIBASICh.

— ¥V IOxHBIX BOpPOT 00513aTenbHO OyaeT 3acafa, — Lluas FO# ornsapmerncs, CTUCHYT 3yOHl U CKa3ai:
— Tpy6u B por, cobepu Bolcka, IpopBEMCS yepe3 CeBepHEIE BOPOTa.

— Bamre BenuyectBo! — JIu XaHb pe3K0 KPUKHYJI, CXBATUB POr. — Tak BCe Y3HAIOT, YTO Bl 3[ECh.
9TO CIIMIIKOM OMACHO.

Huup FO# BEIXBATUII POT U3 €r0 PyK U IIocMOoTpen Ha JIu XaHs:
— 4 rmaBHOKOMAaHAYIOIIMYM apMuel, a He 6eCIIOMOIIHEIN YeT0BeK!

V-y-y... IMUHHBIY 3BYK pora pa3Heccs Hag MyTo, u conmaThl Benukoi KOH HHCTUHKTUBHO



[IOBEPHYJIACE B TY CTOPOHY.
— HMMnepaTop xaHbLEeB TaM! — KTO-TO KPUKHYIIL.

Ynok! MenbKHY KJIMHOK, BOH3UBILKCH B TPY/b, ¥ KPUK o6opBasics. Mmafmuii opuiiep Kpende cxar
MedY, ¥ ero JIULO0 03apUJIOCh PEIIKMOCThIO.

— 3amuTuM uMIepatopa!l — OH 3aKpuual, Befs CBOUX cojpaT K CeBepHEIM BOPOTaM.

['poMKHii 3BYK pora BHOBb ITPOOYIUII IPENAaHHOCTb U OTBAry apMuu CeBepHOM rpaHuilsl. CongaTs
Benukoi FOH mocTeneHHO YCIIOKOUIUCh U Hadasiu COOMpaThCs.

— Kons, — lunp FO¥ HaK¥HY IJ1alll, BEIIPSIMUB CIIAHY.
— Bame BenuuectBo, — JIu XaHb €I1l€ XOTeJ YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO UMIIEPATOP y2Ke BCKOUMI Ha KOHS.

HaknoHUBIINCE, OH HOOHSI YeH-TO MeY, C 3BOHOM BHITAIIIMI €T0 M3 HOXKEH U, TJIIOS Ha 6H€CT$IH.IPIIZ
KJIMHOK, CY3HJI I'/la3a:

— IIpopBéM BopoTa! — KPUKHYJI OH U ITEPBHIM OPOCUIICS BIIEPE.

Heyxenu s neliCTBUTEILHO HACTOJIBKO I'pellleH, YTO Aaxe 3TO [OociefHee YO0BOJIbCTBYE Y MEHS
OTHUMaAIOT? ¢ He CMUPIOCH! 4 C mecsTH JIeT YYuscs BepXOBOii e3fie U CTpenb0e, C IOHOCTHU CIIYKUII B
apMmuu. 1 3aXBaTHUJI CTOJILKO TOPOIOB, YHUUYTOXKHUI OeCUHCIIeHHEIX BparoB. 4 He Bepio!

KaBanepus npopsasna BopoTa, ¥ LluHb KO mouyBCTBOBaJ BETED, AYIOLIUKA €My B IUL0. [ 71504 Ha
3BE3[Ibl Ha BEPIINHAX I'OP, OH BOPYT 3aCMesJICs, TOAHSB TOI0BY K HeOy, cMesich ¢ 6e3yMHOM
pamocThio!

Csucr... Ynoxk!
— Bamre BennyecTtBo! — kpukHy JIu XaHb.

3BE3[IbI 3aKPYKHUIIKUCh, TPEBPATUBIINCE B CBETSLIAECS ONOCH. LIuHb FO# mOCMOTpPET BBEPX U C
TOPbKOM YCMEIIKO# moayMant: «f BCE ke OblI CIIUIIKOM caMOyBepeH. He3aBuCHMO OT TOTO, CMUPIOCH
s UM HET, HeKOTOPhIe BeIlld BCE PaBHO YCKOJIb3aloT. Kak BepxoBas e3[la, KaK 3UMHSS 0X0Ta, KaK
JIIO[Y, KOTOPHIX 51 He MOTY 3a0bITh>.

Pesupennusa mapku3sa CssHa B CTONHIIE

Yopasnsiomuii OBICTPO IPOIIEN Yepe3 IeHTPaIbHEINA 3aJT X BOIIEN B 3agHHe TOKoU. Mapku3 CsH
CULeN B Kpecyie U, yBUAEB €ro, HaxMypui OpOBH:

— Yro cnyyunocs?

— ITuceMo ¢ ceBepa, — yIPaBIAIOIINAY TIOKJIOHUJICS U ITOfaI MUCHMO.

B nmuceMe Obla BCero ofHa CTpoKa. Mapku3 OBICTPO MIPOYUTAJ, JOCTal OTHUBO U MOIKET €ero:
— ['0TOBBb TTOBO3KY, €[eM B PE3UAEHINIO KHA39 AHS.

— Crnymarocs.

[ToBo3Ka OBICTPO moexana O0 Pe3ufeHIuY KHA3s1 AHsI. MapKu3 BHIIEI U, HE JOXKUIasCh 00BSIBIIEHUS],



BOIIETT B 3aJHUE MOKOU. B IBeTOYHOM 3aje KHATUHSA AHb CHUfeNa B Kpeciie u, YBUOEB €TI0, TyT XKe
BCTaJlla.

— Oret.
— I'me KHA3B?
— B xabuneTe, — cka3aja rocroxa Baii 1 mosena ero B KaOUHET.

B xabunere [{unb L[351Hb TpocMaTpUBajl HECKOIBKO OpUIaabHEIX OyMar, mogapeHHbIX eMy
MUHUCTPOM YKao. YCIbIlaB Wark, OH MOLHS IOJIOBY.

— KHa3b, — mapku3 CsH MOKIJIOHUIICS.
— Tects, — LluHb 1I3Hb NOCIEMNI IOTHATE €70 U CIIPOCHIT:
— YTO0-TO CNIy4YUIOCh?

— Kusi3b, — Mapku3 CsiH TOCMOTpE Ha Hero, HeIPOU3BOJIbHO MOHU3UB rojI0C, — B MyTO Ha
MMIIepaTopa ObIJI0 COBEPIIEHO OKYIIEHHUE.

— Ax! — Iluns LI3HB IMIPPOKO OTKPHII I''lTa3d, Ha MTHOBEHKE PACTEPSABIUIUCE. OH MHCTUHKTHUBHO
IIOBEPHYIICA, yTOOBI BEIOEKATh 3a OBepb, HO, CAeJIaB IIar', BCIIOMHHUJI HAaCTaBJIEHUS CBOET0 JAOU U
PE3KO OCTaHOBHIICA.

— TecTs, Korga 3To npou3sounio? Kak Bel y3Hamu?

— ¥V MeHs eCTh CBOM UCTOYHUKHU. ITO CIIYYUIOCh HECKOJILKO OHEM Ha3afl, HO IMOKa BCE MePKUTCS B
CEeKpeTe, ¥ HOBOCTB €III€ He [O0IIa A0 CTOJUIIE, HO CKOPO AOUMET!

[Toyemy xxe MuHUCTD UKa0 HUYEro eMy He cKa3asn? Lluns LI39Hb ceJl, cierka OIyCTUB I'OJIOBY, €T0
JIALI0 OMPAYnIoCh. YKao YKUNMH TOUHO 3HaJI, HO HAMEPEHHO HUYero He cKa3asl. YTo oH 3agymar?

— Kus3p, ceiiuac camMoe BaxkHOe — YCIIOKOHUTh apMHUIO ¥ He HaTh HemoOpoxKenaTensaM
BOCIIOJIb30BaThCS CUTyaluen, — cKa3a Mapku3 CsH.

— Hemo6poxemnaTenu?

— Kus3b LI39HbHNH, pa3Be Bhl 3a0b1TH?

Luub LI35Hb BHE3AIIHO 0CO3HAJ, PE3KO0 BCTall:
— 4 noupy K X3 Ts0.

— Kua3p, — mapku3 CaH forHam ero, BElpaXkeHUe ero Iulia U3MeHUI0Ch, — BHI IT0JIb3yeTeCh
nosepueM umnepartopa. Eciu X3 Ts0 HapyIIuT IprKa3s, BH JOIKHEL INYHO BOCCTAHOBUTH 3aKOH.

Lunp 1398 HAXMYyPUIICS, TIOCMOTPEN Ha HEer0 ¥ KUBHYJ, 3aTeM OLICTPO YIIETI.

— Kus3p, — rocmoxa Baii, yBuaeB, Kak OH CIELTHO BhIOexKasl, MoYyBCTBOBaja Hemobpoe
IpeguyyBCTBUE U Noberkana 3a HUM, — BO3BpalllaliTeCh C MIUPOM.

[uub LI39HL OCTAHOBUIICS, CAEePXKUBAs CBOE HETepIieHue, IOBEPHYJICS U B3SIJT €€ 3a PYKY:



— He BonHylics, KO MeHS, — OH IIOCMOTPEJ Ha €€ OKPYTJIUBIINICS KUBOT.
F'ocnioxxa Bay Kpenko KMBHYJa ¥ CMOTpesia, Kak OH yXOJHUT.
[Tocénok Iyi4KoHb

JIerkuii moX[ab HayaJICd C Beyepa U He IpeKpalasncs g0 yTpa. Boga ckannuBanach Ha KapHU3ax U
Kallajla BHK3, 00pa3ys JIyxkH BO fiBope. JInHb BaHb()9H BOIIEN B 1OM, HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi CMOTpEIT Ha
YKy Ha 3eMJie, a 3aTeM CHOBa YIIET.

Ha mocTosinioM Bope 9TOT calbli JOXKAb He IToMella TI00KUTeIsIM LIIyMa, ¥ TOCTel cTaso faxe
6onbie. JIuHb Baub(h3H OTKPEUT ABEPD, YCBIIIAI IITYM BOKPYT, HAXMYPHIICS U CPa3y MOJHSIICS
HaBepX.

Cectpuila XyH Cufiella BHA3Y, 3aMETHUIIa er0 U MogHsIa OpOBb, HO HUYETo He CKa3aja. JIuHb BaHb(hoH
C yTpa [0 HOYH IIpofaBasn Tody, cTapasch u3berath BCEX, U yKe JaBHO He 3aXO[UN Ha MOCTOSITBIH
nBop. Kazanocs, oH 06ueNcs u OTTOPOTUIICS OT MUPA.
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