— Hy-y... Tocmiopa, BB CIUIIKOM TOponuTech, — LluHb O KpUBO YCMEXHYIICS, B3TJISHYB Ha HETO. —
Kaxk gymaermis?

— { nuws cnenpyro npuka3am Bamero BenuuecTsa.
Luns O ¢ youBieHneM IIOCMOTPEI Ha HETO:
— B HbIHeIIHeW CUTyaluy, KaHLjep, He CTOUT JIbCTUTh, — CKa3all OH C YJILIOKOH.

— JTO0 He 1eCTh, — CIOKOWHO oTBeTun [y CioaTaH, IpomoXkasg CMOTpeTh Ha Hero. — Ecnu Baie
BenuyecTBO MPOMONIKHUT ITOXO[ TPOTUB XYCILIEB, 5 IIPUJIOKY BCE YCUIHSA, YTOOH ToMOoYb. Ecru xke
peluTe OTCTYIUTh, 1 HEMEJIEHHO OTAaM IIPUKa3s.

— TBos mpegaHHOCTh TporaTenbHa, — Lluab FO#1 0TBeN B3TIsAM, HO €ro X0 He BeIpaXKalo pafgoCTH.
[y CroaTaH, 3aMeTUB €ro HaCTPOEeHUE, ITOKJIOHUJICH:
— [To3BONBTE MHE YOAIUTHCS.

Cnerxka kuBHYB, Llunb FOii mpoBoaus ero B3rasgoM, BCIOMHUB 0 noHecenuu JIy LlyHa. O Konebacs,
HO TakK ¥ He PeImIcs 3afaTh BOIPOC.

— He ctout camomy cebe co3maBaTh HEYIOOCTRA.

— Kakue nHeymo6cTBa? — Lot ®aHXYya¥, BOUOS B IIATEP, YCIILIIIAT eT0 60pMOTaHue.

— Kak Tel MOXKeIb IIPOCTO Tak BXOAUTh? — LluHb KO HEOOBONIBHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha HETO.
Lo ®auxysii cen, Hamum cebe YallKy dalo ¥ CKa3all:

— He 3Ha10, MeHs JaXXe He OCTAHOBUJIU.

— Xa-xa... [I1o¥-e, TH IeWCTBUTEILHO CTal IbcTernioM, — Llunb FO# ToxXe Hanu cefe Jal, oAIepes
10I00POMIOK PYKOM.

— PasBe? — Lot O3HXY3H 3aAyMUUBO MOTHSJI FOJIOBY. — JTOT JIbCTEL], BIPOYEM, HEIIJIOX.
HMmepaTop yCMeXHYJICs, He XKejlas OCTaBIsATh €T0 B ITIOKOE, ¥ IIPOU3HEC:

— He papyiicsi. C Moeli ipexHel penyTanuei Te6si, BO3MOXKHO, y2Ke BKJIIOYUIN B MO CIIMCOK
«JII000BHEIX TOX0XKOeHUH» Ban Opa. [To3agpasisiio, 1110-e, THl BOHOEIIb B KCTOPHIO.

— 9toT baii, TBO# SI3bIK CNTUIIKOM 3710#, — 110t ®3HXy3M 37100HO YCTABUIICS Ha HETO. — MHe
CIeqoBaJio MPUBECTH CIoJa MaJeHbKYI0 KpacaBuIly, YTOObI OHA BBIJIEYMIIA TBOIO HATJIOCTS.

— {1 ee ore1.
— TonbKo TH caM cumTaelb cebs oTioM. ManeHbKas KpacaBuila Tebs mpu3HaBaa?

— Ilwou! — Huns KO ygapun no crony. — Ecnu elile pa3 Ha30Belllb ee «MaJleHbKOM KpacaBUIIEl», 5
Te0ST YHUUTOXKY.

— Bbyny HaseiBaTh, — Lo ®3HXY3M BCTaJ, CMOTPS Ha HEro C CaMOgOBOJIbLCTBOM. — MarsieHbKas
KpacaBulla, MajleHbKasl KpacaBulia...



— ITrom!

3a maTpoM JIu XaHb, YCIIBIIIAB 1ITyM, OTOIIENI ITOfiaibille ¥ 0TO3BaJl OXpPaHy, YTOOH COXPaHUTh
OOCTOMHCTBO MMIIEpaTopa.

Hewu3sBecTHO, KTO IEPBHIM YCIIOKOUJICS, HO B LIaTPe BOLlapuiach TUIINHA. Lltoi ®3HXyaH, TOKaYuBas
JamKy, HalIrofgan 3a congaTaMy, CHOBABIINMH 110 JIarepio.

— Korpga 181 mobeguiis?

Hunw FOu paccMmesncs, TsAOsS Ha HETO:

— [lroii-e, ecnu TH Tak yBepPeH, OTIPABIIUCSI U YHAUTOXb XysdHb Tad.
— 4 He moeny.

Lrour ®3HXY3U YCTABUJICSA Ha BBEIXO[ U3 IIATpa, ero Ieka cierka gepHyniack. Korga apMust TOJIBKO
npuObiTa B CI0aHbY9H, OH TOXKe BBIIIEIT Ha Imojie 0051, HO TOTOM, OJIeqHbIH, BEIOeXKasI B IIaTeP
uMIIepaTopa.

HecMmoTps Ha TO 4TO OH IPHUBHIK K OMMACHOCTSIM, BOMHA OT/IMYajiach OT 3HAKOMOro eMy Mupa. OH
HaKOHEI ITOHSJI, T0YeMy, Korfia oHUu ¢ Ma Y BeIOpanuch U3 IPyabl TPYIIOB, OHU 00a ApoKalnu Kak
OeTH, a IeCTOM rocronuH bal CIIOKOMHO JIer CIIAaTh.

Xa-xa... luab KO X0Ten mogKoI0Th ero ele, Ho KpaeM rjla3a 3aMeTHJI, YTO KaHIIep CHOBa
TIOOXOMNUT.

— Barte BennuecTtBo.
— Yto cnyyunock? — OH NPUHSAN LJAapCTBEHHBIN BUT,

— Hoxknap ot IIsnb Cr03B3Hs, — [y Cro3TaH nepenan eMy JOKYMEHT, HaXMypUBILIKUCh. — I[I9Hb-Hapes
cool1IaeT, YTo MPOBHAHTa He XBaTaeT U apMus He NOoJIKHa 3aTSATHBATh BOMHY.

Xw™... LHunas FO# KuBHY, COBUHYI OPOBM ¥ Ha MTHOBeHHUe 3aMoirdai. [y CioaTaH, CTOS PSIOM,
3ametun Lon ®3HXyass U cnerka KuBHyJ. L1011 O3HXy3H, BHTIAAEBIINN UCIIYTaHHLIM, 9YyTh HE
BBIPOHUJI YalIKy.

— 4 moHsan.
Iy CroaTaH yIUBUIICS, HO HE CTall KOMMEHTHUPOBATh, TIOKJIOHUIICS U YIaIHUIICS.
— Yro 6ymem menath? — [locie yxoma KauIpiepa Lot ®3HXys# MOOoIIeN K UMIIEPaTopy.

Huns FOu ycTaBuics Ha KapTy, HO, HECMOTPS Ha BCe YCUJIKS, He MOT IIpUAyMaTh pelueHus. Lion
®onxysit, Habmogast 3a ero BEIpaXkKeHUeM JIMIla, BAPYT CKa3al:

— Tl He coOupaenIbCcsi OTCTyNaTh, fAa?
— YrageiBaTh MBICTTH ITPABUTENISI — OMACHO, — CIIOKOMHO mpousHec [unp KO,

Lot ®3nxysit GLIPKHYN ¥ yiuesn. MmmepaTop OB CUTBHEIM Y€JI0BEKOM, ¥ YeM [OJIbIIe C HUM
o01aescs, TeM 6oJIbIlle TTOHUMAeIb ero Benuyre. Ho 0H Takxke mpu3HaBasl, YTO eMy He HPaBATCS
takue nioau. OH ObUT yBEPeH, YTO HUKOMY M3 OOBIYHEIX JTI0JeN He TOHPaBUIICS OBl UMIIEPATOP.



Ho on momuun mectoro rocrnoguHa basi, KoTopsi# 3amuinan JInas BanbhaHa u ero camoro. Llxoi
®oHXYy9sT HHOTIA YOUBIISIIO, KAK IBa TAKUX PA3HBIX YeJI0BEKA MOTJIN ObITh OOHUM U TEM XKe.

[Tocenok Hlyiuyxk3Hb
— Cnacubo, — cectpulia XyH, fiepXka B pyKaX IIUCbMO, YILIOHYIaCh.
YenoBek HAIPOTHUB MaxXHYJI PYKOU U IPHITHYI Ha JIOOKY.

OTKpBIB MUCHMO, OHA OBICTPO IMpobezkaa riaa3aMu II0 TEKCTY, U Ha ee JIKIle IIPOMEeJIbKHYIIO0
ynuBneHue. CrpsTaB MUCbMO, OHA B3TJITHYJIA Ha ITOCTOSIIBIA BOP U YCMEXHYJIACh.

[TapiuBel, TOCMOTPUM, KakK Thl TeIlepb OyHelIb YIPSIMHUTHCS.

Ha mocTosiom mBope OBII0 LIyMHO, MHOTO TocTel. CecTpuiia XyH, O6poCUB GeTIIbli B3TTIS,
TI0300POBAIach CO CIYTOM U, TIOMHSB OO MIaThs, IIOMHSIACh HABEePX.

IIBeph B OTHEeNbHEIN KabuHeT Oblla 3akpeiTa. CecTpulla XyH cpady MoHsIa, YTo JInHb BaHb(aH
BHYTPHU, U, paclaxHyB OBEPb, YBUIeNa, YTO MMapIIUBEI] CMOTPUT Ha yNully, OyATO 0XKugas KOTro-To.

— THI KaxXOpiM DeHb 30€Ch CUOUIND, XKIEIb, YTO KTO-TO BEPHETC?

JIuub Banb()3H OTBEN B3TJISA U, OIIYCTUB TOJIOBY, CKa3all:

— IIpocTo ckyuaro.

Xa-xa... CecTtpulla XyH Hanuja 4allKy 4yas ¥ IOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero:

— [ToueMy THI IepecTaj IpofgaBaTh Tohy?

JIueb BaHb()3H HaxMypuics, cjaerka pasgpaxKeHHO OTBETHI:

— CecTtpuna XyH, paHblle Bbl He ObIM TaKOU JTIOOOIBITHOM.

— BepHo, oKa 5 He yBUOENa 3TO, — MIOAHSAB YalllKy, OHa LIJIENHYyJa IIUChMO Ha CTOJL.
— Yrto 3T10?

— Ban 9p roBopuUT, 4TO TH He TOJIBKO BCTPETUIJI LIeCTOr0 rocrnonuta bas, HO u Xkui ¢ HuM u Llon
d3uxyseM B nnocenike CuuxksHb. [lapiuBel], ecnu 3T0 Tak, 3a4eM Thl MHe Bpas?

JIuubs Baub()aH yCTaBUICS Ha Hee, CKaB I'yOrl. [Tocie may3sl OH BOPYT BCTas, YTOOH! YHATH.
— Kyma? — Cectpuna XyH CcxBaTHIla ero. — 3adeM Bpan?

— OTO He TBOE [eo.

— Be3pymHeli TH apIIuBel, — JIUI0 CECTPUIEI XyH IIOTEMHETIO.

— Bbpaten Bansdsn, — LgHbLISIHE BHE3AIMHO BOIIAa B KOMHATY, [epXka Ha pykKax Xy-apa. — O 4eM BHI
criopurte?

JIueb Baub()3H M3MEHUIICS B IHIlE, XOTEJ YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO CeCTpulla XyH Omepenusa ero:

— TBo# GpaTell HallIe IIeCTOro rocrnoauHa basi, Ho CKphIBaeT 3TO OT Te0s.



— [Tama? — Cro5 LIsiHBIIHE TPOU3HECTIA 3TO CJI0BO, @ 3aTEM PalOCTHO CIIPOCHIIA:
— IIpaBma? I'me ou? [ToueMy He BepHYJCS c OpatiieM Baubhanom?
— OH He TBO¥ OTell, 51 eTo He Bupen, — opocun JIuns BaubhsH u X0TeN YUTH.

— Bparen BaubdhaH, — Cro3 LIsIHBIIIHb CXBaTuIa ero. — CKOIbKO BpeMeHH IIPOIIIO, TH BCE elle
3nuiIbCcd Ha nany? Ha ynuie Tak omacHO, IyCTh OH BEPHETCS, IIOCMOTPUT Ha Xy-3pa, pa3Be 9T0
IJI0X0?

JIuep Baub()3H mOCMOTpEN Ha MaleHbKOe U0 Xy-3pa, ero HO3ApU OPOTHYJIY, U OH IJIyX0 CKa3all:
— 4 ckazan, g He Bumen atoro bas, oH He UMeeT K HaM HUKAKOI'0 OTHOIIEHMUSI, HUKAKOoro!

[IBeps C TPOXOTOM 3axJIONHYNIachk, Xy-3p UCIyraucs u 3amakan. Cectpunia XyH, yCllOKauBas €ro,
HaXMypHUJIach:

— WM 3a4eM THI Tak XJIOMAEIb IBEPHIO?

— 9x... Terymka XyH, nmoyemy OpaTell BaHb}aH u marma Bce elle B ccope? — LISTHBISIHD, Kadas Xy-
3pa, TOCMOTpeJia Ha [IBEPb.

— Iymaio, — B ria3ax ceCTpUIL XyH MeJIbKHYII 6JIeCK, — 3TO BOBCE He CCOpa.

B manenrkom Kabauke B KOxHOM ropone cectputia XyH Hauuta JIudb BanbdhaHa, KOTOPHIA U B
OOVHOYECTBE, CIIOBHO OOPSICh C KAKUM-TO BHYTPEHHUM KOH(IIUKTOM.

— Cecrpuna XyH? — JIuab BaubhaH, C TOKpaCHEBIINM JIULIOM, C YAUBIIEHNEM IIOCMOTPETT Ha Hee.
Cectputia XyH, YBUIEB €T0 COCTOSTHUE, YCMEXHYJIIaCh:

— I'me OBl THL HU TIpATAJICS, I HAUTY.

— Torpa upu u uimm 3toro bast, 3aueM Tebe s1? — JIuHb Banbh)aH OPOCUIT 9TO U ITPOIOIKUIT ITUTE.

9x... YTo 3a HaKa3aHue, YTo 51 TOTMa COTJIAaCHIaCh 03a00TUThCS 0 TeOe Paju IIeCTOro roCIOgUuHA
Basi. OT6poCHB MBICTTH, CECTPHUIAa XYH Cejla PAOOM, CMSITYKUB BHPaXKeHUe JTUIIA.

— Baub(daH, maxe ecnu TH He JIIOOUIIb MIECTOr0 rocnoguHa basi, LISHbIIHE K HEMY CUJIBHO
mpuBsizaHa. Thl TaK €Tr0 OTTAJIKUBAEIh, pa3Be LISHbIISIHD HE PAaCcCTPAauBaeTCs?

Jluub BaHb()3H TOCMOTpPEN Ha YallKy, BCIIOMHUB YTPEHHUY Ij1a4 Xy-3pa, U I04YBCTBOBAJI BUHY, HO
TaK ¥ HE OTBETHUIL.

— Tl u J9HBLSIHB CTOJIBKO JIET BMECTE, HEYKeJIu K3-3a 3TOM CTapOd UCTOPUU BBl UCIIOPTUTE Ballld
OTHOIIIEHUS?

OtBeTa cHOBa He mocnenoBano. Cectpuiia XyH, I'sigd Ha HermpoOuBaeMoro JIuub Banb¢haHa, HaKOHeI]
pa3o3nunack. Bemb OHa HUKOIA He Obllla TEPIEIUBON U MSTKOM.

— [NapmmmBe1n, 9T0 BCce-TaKu OpaT TBOEro 0TIla, OH Tebe IoMorar, CKOJIbKO THI elle Oymelb
ynpssMuThcsi! — OHa XJIOMHYJIa 0 CTOJTy, BHIXBATUB ¥ HETO YalIlKY.

JInub Baub(aH, ocTaBmKCh 0€3 Yalllky, IIOCMOTPEIT Ha CTOJI, eT0 PECHUIIB IPOTHY/IH, M OH HaKOHeI]



3ar0BOPUIL:
— Cectpuna XyH, 970 bait He Bo3BpalaeTcs.

A? Cectpuua XyH Ha MTHOBEHHUe 3aCThlJIa, 3aMEeTUB, YTO YroIKU Iia3 JIuHb BaHb(d3HA YBIaKHUIHUCE.
Ero u3sHoe n1umo MOrjio BEI3BaTh XKaJIOCTh Y KOT'O YTOTHO.

— Yto cnyyunock? — OHa HEBOJIBHO CMATYMIIA TOJI0C.
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