lectou rocriopus baii? Heyxkenu Thl ero Haulen? Cectpuiia XyH B3IJIsSIHyJ1a Ha HETO, IPUIIOAHSAB
yToJI0oK OPOBU, U C UTPUBOY YIIEIOKOM CIIpOCHIa:

— [TapmwuBen, 4TO TH IOTEPSI B 9TOM I10X0fe?
Cronuiia

— Apmus Xyait oTo6paja CBOUX JIydLInX OOMIIOB ¥ BKIIOYMIA UX B apMui0 [[yHXal, OCTalIbHEIX YK€
OTIIPABUIIK O JoMaM, — cka3as Lluns FOif, 3agyMaBIIucy Ha MrHOBEHME, a 3aTeM HO0aBUI:

— OTnpaBieHHBIM IOMOM BOMHAM IIPHKaXKuUTe, YTOOH B KaXK0OM ye3[e UX JOKHBIM 00pa3oM
ycTpounu, nabbl OHU He ITPEBPaTUIUChH B OAHOUTOB U HE CTAJId YTPO30H [/ MECTHHIX KUTEJIEH.

— 4 yxe ob6cynun 3To ¢ Ha4aabHUKOM Hb3 ¥ IpyruMu YMHOBHUKaMHU. IMIlepaTOpPCKUM IBOP MOXKET
M3[aTh yKa3, COrJIaCHO KOTOPOMY BCe BEPHYBIINECS OOMOM BOMHEI ITOJIy4YaT 3eMJII0 171 00paboTKH,
XOPOILIKE TI0JIsT, a ABOP 00eCIeyuT uX 3e€PHOM U OCBOOOIUT OT HAJIOTOB HA TPU T'ofla, — OTBETUN [y
CroaTaH, CTOS PSANOM.

— Xopottio.

— Bam ciyra HeMe[[JIeHHO COCTaBUT yKa3 U MPEeACTaBUT ero Bamemy BemuuecTsy.
Iy CioaTaH yxe cobupancs yutu, Kak Csgo Oy-13bl OBICTPO BOeKal B 3aJl:

— Bamre BenuyecTso!

— Yro cnyyunock? — Lunb KOl mocMoTpes Ha HeTo.

— CpouHoe coob1ienre ¢ CeBepHOU I'PaHUIIHL.

CeBepHas rpanuna! Haxmypus 6posu, Lluns FO# mouyBCcTBOBas IpefyyBCTBUE. B3SB mOKIaf, OH
OvIcTpO mpobexkart rjaa3aMu M0 TEKCTY U, K CBOEMY YAMBIIEHHUIO, TIOYYBCTBOBaI o0neryenue. Ero
IpegyyBCTBUE COBITIOCH, ¥ TEIIEPh 9TO YK€ He BHI3bIBajI0 OECIIOKOWCTRA.

— Bamre BenuyectBo? — [y Cr03TaH C BOIIPOCUTEIBHEIM B3TJIAIOM IIOCMOTPENT Ha HETO.
— Xysiub Tait 00bepunHu 3eMiu Xy. Ckopo Bech CeBep OymeT oxBaueH BOMHOM.

OnaTh BaM IIpUAETCSA OTIPaBUTHCA B oxon? — [y CroaTaH CMOTpPeN Ha Hero, BCIIOMUHasd, Kak B
TIPOLIIBIN Pa3 XYCIIbl OIIYCTOIIAIN 3eMJIH, U 3TO TOXKe OBIJIO B CHEXKHBIM IIepPBhIH MecsI] roga. [Touemy
XyCIIBI BCETla BEIOUPAIOT 3TO BpeMs?

[TepBsiit rox 9psl 2K3HbI3, mepBHIl Mecsll. XysHb Tal 00beIUHUIT 3eMIH Xy. Bo BTopoM Mecsi1ie B
ropopne XysiHb OH COBEPIINII XKepTBonpuHoieHne HeOy u mpoBo3riacui ce0si UMIIEPATOPOM.

IBopen FOHLIOY

Luupb KO cMOTpen Ha CIOPSIIUX MUHUCTPOB B 3ajie, C TPYIOM CHepkKUBas HaXMypeHHbIEe OPOBH.
[TepBoHAYaIBHO 3TOT BOIPOC 06CYKOascs TOJIbKO B BOCTOUHOM OBOpIIE, ¥ XOTSI MHEHUS PA3HUJIIUCH,
Hunp FO# cunTan, 94TO BCE B IOPSOKE.

Ho npoBo3rnamenne XysHb Tass UMIIepaTopoM B30yOopaxKuiI0 BCeX MUHUCTPOB B 30JI0TOM 3ajie.
OpHM npefasaraay OTIPaBUATh BOMCKA [JId HaKa3aHUs, APyrue — no3apaBuTh. CIIOPEL HE yTUXANH, Uy
Luns 04 yxe Oosena romnosa.



— Ha cerogus xBatuT, — He Bhmepxkas, Llub FO#t MaxHYI PYKOH U yLIer.

B 3omoTom 3ane mapku3 CsiH OTIsige MUHUCTPOB U C YCMEIIKOM B AyIIe TOCMOTPEIT Ha KHs3s51 AHS,
HAIIPABJISBIIET0CS BO BHYTPEHHHE MTOKOH, a 3aTeM OBICTPO IOKKUHYI MMIIepaTopcKuil mBopetr.

— Bame BenuuecTBo, KHSI3b AHB TPUOBITL.

LI3saub-3p? Ha nure Lunab FOg nosiBunack nerkas yiaei0Oka. OH MON0XKUI KUCTh U CKa3all:
— IlycTb BoUfeET.

— [IpusetcTByto Bamie BenuyecTso.

— Bcransb, — Luns FOii cen psamoM u moMaHHUI ero K cebe:

— Yro nmpuBeso TeOs coga? B Ka3eHHOM MajaTe Je HeT?

— Xe-xe... [laBHO He Ob11 Bo fBOpIie. CIIBITAN, 4To A5 3a001es1, BOT U IIPUIIIe]l HABECTUTh, —
ynei0Hyncs Lunb LI3s1Hb, n36erasi BOIPOCOB O fefiax B MajarTe.

— Co MHOU BCe B NIOpsiAKe, He ciayllau ciieTHy, — Llunp FOi cepauTo mocMoTpen Ha Hero.

— Ara, — kuBHyI Lluss 1[359Hb, HO BOPYT BCIIOMHUJI O YE€M-TO, YTO XOTEJI CKa3aTh UMIIEPATOpY.

— 3sub-3p, — Huns KO BOpyr mocMOTpPes Ha HETOo, IIpepriBast €ro MBICIIH.

— Ia?

— Kak T®I fyMaellb, CTOUT JIM HaM OTIIPaB/IATh BOWCKA, YUUTHIBasd CErONHSAIIHUE CIIOPH Ha COBETE?

9-3... — Lluns LI3aHb HaXMypuI OPOBH, CKaB T'yOHI, HO He MMPOu3Hec HU cioBa. Lluue HO# ¢
HEZOBOJIbCTBOM CIIPOCHII:

— Heyxenu y Te6s1 cOBCEM HET MHEHUS?

— Hert, — Huns L1398 TYT Xe IOKaydas roj0BOU. — [IJIeMSIHHUK CYUTAET, YTO HYXKHO BBICTYIIUTE.
Xysub Talt mpoBo3riacun cebst UMIepaTopoM, 4ToObI MPOIeMOHCTPUPOBAThL CBOO CUITy. Barie
BenuuecTBO U XyCLibl pAHO WX ITO3MHO COMAYTCS B OuTBe. Pa3 Tak, moueMy OBl He BOCIIOIb30BAThCS
MOMEHTOM, TI0Ka XyCLEH ellle He YKPENUIIUCh, ¥ BRICTYIUTE U3 ropofa CioaHbU9H, YTOOE PA3rPOMUTh
UX OOHUM y#apoMm?

Luup KO KUBHYI U ¢ 0oOpoXKeIaTeabHOM YIRIOKOM CKa3all:

— THI HAaKOHEN-TO MMOB3POCHE.

— Ha camowm piene, — cnerka omycTuB roioBy, LiuHb LI3s7Hb CMYIIIEHHO YIIBIOHYIICS:
— 9710 MapKu3 CgH cKa3aJl MHe 3T0, KOTrfia g Buepa IpPoBoxKajl YKIH-3p JOMOU.

Mapku3a Csn! JIuto Luuab FOs1 MrHOBEHHO moTeMHeno. OH Opocun cepauThiy B3rmsg Ha Lluub L350
¥ CTPOTO CIIPOCHIT:

— Mapku3 CsH Besnen Tefe cka3aTh MHE 3T0?

— Het, — [luusb LI349Hb TYT XKe IpeKpaTUll WyTUTL. — [[JIeMAHHUK [IPOCTO IOJyMaJl, 4TO 3TO



Pa3yMHO.

— Kakas 1yt padymaocts! — Luep 0¥ rpOMKO XJIONHYII IO CTOJLY, Pa3THEeBaHHBIN. — Takas IIpocTas
Belllb, a Tebe HYXKHO, YTOOH! ero YUunIu? ITO IPOCTO... KX... 6e300pa3ue! besobOpasue!

— [Isan4, nIeMsaHHUK BUHOBAT, He cepauTech, — LIuHb [I39Hb TYT XKe BCKOYMII, IOAAePKUBas ero 3a
PYKY.

OtronkuyB Luns 3gus, uas FOu yKa3an Ha OBepb:
— YOwupaiics B Ka3eHHYIO ITajlaTy ¥ He cMel 6e3 pa3pelieHus. . .

— Jla, nIeMSHHUK ceildac XkKe yuny, ycrokouTech, — LluHb LI34Hb, He HOXUAASCh, TIOKa OH
3aKOHYUT, TTOKJIOHUIICS ¥ OBICTPO BHIIIE]T.

Bckope nocne yxoma K31 AHS Cs10 Oy-113bI OCTOPOKHO BOIIET B 30JI0TOX 3aJI, He IIOJHUMAas
TOJIOBHI:

— Bame BenuuectBo, opuuep Jly IpOCUT ayAueHLIUH.

— IlycTp BOUET.

— [IpusetcTByio Bamie BenuyecTso.

[uup KO#, TONBKO YTO YCIIOKOUBIIHUUCS, TOCMOTPE Ha HET0 U CIIPOCHI 60jiee MITKUM TOHOM:
— B ueM geno?

— HoBocTtu ¢ 3eMenb Xy OOIINIH OO0 CTOJIMIIEI, ¥ B I/IMHepaTopCKOM OBOP€ HAYaJIUCh IIEPECYOHL. K TOMY
XKe, meno Benukoro HactaBHMKa BaHa BEI3BaIo CTpaxX Cpenun CTAapPhIX YAHOBHUKOB 1 3HATH.

CTapBIe YMHOBHMKH M 3HaTh? B riazax LIuHb 10F: MEJIbKHYJIO TIOHUMAaHHe. On IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HEeTO U
CKa3al:

— T'oBopu mpsamo.
Jly LlyH ellle HUXKe CKIJIOHUJICA U IIPOU3HEC:

— Mapku3s CsH nosnb3yeTcs: 60IbIINM aBTOPUTETOM, a KHSI3b AHb HaXOOUTCS 11O IOKPOBUTEIHCTBOM
Bamiero BenruectBa. MHOTHe 3HATHBIE CEMbY HAUMHAIOT CONMMAKATHCS C MapKU30M CSHOM.

[Tocne BocmrecTBusi Baiero BenuyecTBa Ha MPECTOJT TOILKO KHSI3b AHBCSH OBIJT ITOBHIIIEH B 3BaHUM U
3aHUMaeT JOJIXKHOCTHE IIpU ABope. birarockimoHHOCTS Bamero BennuecTBa K HeMy O4eBUfHa. A
Mapku3 CIH — He TOIbKO POJCTBEHHUK MMIIepaTopa, HO U 3acCIyKeHHBI YUHOBHUK. Korfa maptus
AHb ycTpouna cMyTy B cTpaHe, UMeHHO Mapku3 CsH u L{u Li3unsioit momornu [{uns 135110 6exKaTh
U3 CTOJIMLHI ¥ OCHOBaThCS B CHHBSAHE, 0CyauB MIepaTOpCKuUii OBOP.

— XM, — nuno Luss FOg cHoBa noTemHeno. OH KMBHYJI, HO HUUETr0 He CKa3all.
Jly LlyH BCe elrle CTOSJI, COTHYBIIUCH, He yxoas. Lluap FOi mocMOTpesn Ha Hero 1 CIIpPOCHIT:
— Yro-T0 emme?

— Bamme BenmuuecTtBo, — Ha nuie Jly LlyHa nosiBunock KojebaHue, ¥ OH IIOYyBCTBOBAJI HaNPSIXKEHNUeE.



— BHelllHWe CIyXxu r71acsT, 4To Baiie BennyecTBo He Ha3HAYUIIO UMIIEPATPHUIY U3-3a... 3aafHOTO
OBOPIIA.

CTYK OHpOKHHYTOﬁ YalllK1 pa3daJiCd B 3alie. Csio (Dy-I.I3BI BOexKar BHYTDPB, HO YBUOEJI JIUIIb MPa4YHO€e
JINIDO UMIIePAaTOpa XU OCTOPO2KHO BCTAJI B CTOPOHE, HE OCMEJINBASICE 3dal'OBOPHUTE.

— HeMmepnneHHO HaluTe TeX, KTO PaCIpOCTPaHsieT 3TU CIyXHU.
— Ia, — Jly LlyH mokJyioHuCS ¥ OBICTPO yoaIuICs.

Ha camomMm pene HUMIIEPATOP CJIBIIIAJ JIAIIb MAJIYI0 9aCTh CIIYyXOB. BHelHue CryieTHY ObIIH Kyoa Ooree
HerHCTOﬁHLIMH. HeKOTopBIe JaxKe YTBePZKaalid, 9TO MaJIoJIETHHUM HMMIIEPATOpP He ABJIAE€TCA CEIHOM
HMIIepaTopa Croass. Eciu 651 J'Iy L[YH OOJIOZKHUJI BCE 3TO, UMIIEPATOP, HECOMHEHHO, IIPHUKA3aJl OBI
Ka3HUTH BCEX PACIIPOCTPAHAIOIINX 3TU CIIYXH.

B 3ane Bomapunack TuinuHa. Cs10 ®y-1136I CTOSI B YTIIY, OTYCTUB TOJIOBY U TJISAS HA KOHYHUKYU CBOUX
Ty(esnb, He 3Hasi, 0CTABaTLCS eMy UM VUTH.

— Bo mBoplie ToXe eCcTh CIIyxu?

Cs0 Oy-113bl B3APOTHYJI, HEMHOTO IIOAyMasl ¥ OTBETUIL:

— ECTB, HO 4 Y2K€ HaKa3adJl BUHOBHEBIX.

— [ToueMy THI He [OTIOKUT MHE paHblIe?

— Bam cnyra BUHOBAT.

Cs10 @y-1138l OIIyCTUJICA Ha KoyleHHU. Llunp FOi mocMoTpest Ha Hero ¥ XOJI0OOHEIM TOHOM CKa3all:
— [To30Bu Ykao YxunuHa.

— [a.

— [Topgoxpu... [To3oBu kaHUjepa Cro3.

— Jla, — Cs10 Qy-113HI yIIen.

— Cs0 Oy-u3sl, — Huas KO BOPyT 0CTaHOBUI €T0, TOTHPas BUCKU. — HUKOTO He 30BU. ITU BOIIPOCH
s DOIKEH PEILIXUTh CaM.

IIBopen YxkaoBa

uup FOif mOCMOTpEN Ha OIenoMIeHHOTro Yxao YxunnHa:

— YTo0 ¢ BaMu, MOU Opyr?

— Batre BenngecTBo... UTo B CKazanu? — Yxkao YKUNUH OUHYIICS.

— {1 Xo4y Ha3HAUYUTh UMIIEPATPHUILY.

F'ociopuH YKao KMBHYJI, CJIOBHO HAKOHeEI] TIOHSJI, U C COMHEHUEM CIIPOCHUITL:

— Ko y Bac Ha mpumerte?



— YV meHs HeT KaHOUOATYPEI.

Ykao YKunuH 001er4eHHO B3NOXHYJI. BHelHKe cryxu yKe ObUIM CIIUIIKOM 3allyTaHHBIMU, U OH
00s7ICs, 4TO 3TOT A IPOHUKHET B CEpAlle UMIIepaTopa.

— OpHako 5 X04y BEIOpaTh AEBYLIKY U3 HE3HATHOTO pofa, — C Jo0poit ynrioKoi cka3an Luns F0i. —
YToOH MOKA3aTh, YTO ST KO BCEM OTHOIIYCh OIMHAKOBO.

Hes3naTHbBIN pOJI? Uka0 YKUNUH YOUBHUIICA, IIOYYBCTBOBAB, UTO €TI0 YCIIOKOUBIIEECA CEPALIE CHOBaA
3aMeplio.

— [Ila, s HeMe[JIeHHO Ha4yHy ITOMCKY U IIPEeCTaBIi0 KaHAuaaToB BameMy BenndecTsy.

— Kak LI3gHb-9p cupaBsnsieTcsa B MMnepaTopckoM cekpetapuate? — Lluub F0ii cMeHU Temy.
— KHa3b AHb OY€Hb yCepheH, — 0TBeTus YxkKao YXKUNKUH, HO er0 TpeBora TOJIbKO YCUJIUIIach.
— XM, — Hunp FOu KUBHYI ¥ BCTal PIAOM C HUM:

— LI3s1HB-3p MO0 ¥ HeomnbiTeH. Ecnu oH rae-To ommbaeTcs, Hafeloch, BE OyieTe TEePIeIUBH U
IIOMOXKETE eMY.

— Koneuno, — Ykao YKUNUH NOKJIOHUJICSA U YOaIUIICS.
Pe3upenuuda kaHiyepa

Iy CroaTaH Me[IeHHO ITOCTABUJI YAIKy C YaeM ¥ C YCMEIIKO# mocMoTpes Ha Yxkao YKuTMHA, CHOBa
IIOCETHUBIIETO €T0:

— Baiie BennuecTBo Ha3HaYaeT HMIIepaTpuny. Pa3Be 3T0 He TO, Yero BH XOTEJIH, TOCIIOONH Uxkao?
Hoquy BHI TaK OECIIOKOUTECH 1 IIPUIIIA KO MHe?

— Kanusep, 3T0 meio uype3BbYaliHON BaxKHOCTHU, — CEPhe3HO ITIOCMOTpesI Ha Hero Yxkao YXKunuH. —
CkaxwuTe mpsMO, eCTh 1 y Bamero BenuyectBa «ocobble uyBCcTBa» K KHs310 AHI0? Ha3HaueHue
[IeBYIIKY 13 HE3HATHOTO POZia MOXKET OBITh IIaroM, YTOOb! TOATOTOBUTE IIYTh [/ KHA3S AHS, YTOORI
OH He IIOTIaJ 07 KOHTPOJIb OyAyIiell UMIepaTpPULILL.

Xa... [ly CroaTaH HaCMeIUIMBO IIOCMOTPEJ Ha €r0 OCTOPOXKHOCTh:
— B®I 1 Tak Bce 3HaeTe, 3aUeM CIipalrBaTh MeHs, Yxkao Uxunuu? 9 He 3HAI0 6OJbIIE, YeM BHI.
— Ho BmI nnyuiie noHuMaete Bate BennuecTso.

JIutio Iy CroaTaHa M3MEHHUIIOCh, OH OPOCHII Ha HET'0 XOJIOOHBIH B3rIsAm. UYkKao YKUMMH Ha MTHOBEHHUE
3aMep, IIOHSB, YTO CKa3aJl JHUIIHee.

— 4 Ovin HenpaB, — YKao YKUNUH BCTal U IOKIOHUIICS.
Iy CroaTtaH coepzKal CBOM 3MOIUY U CHOBa 00pesl HaCMEeLINBEII BUL:

— Uxao YxunuH, 1 He CTaHy COTPYOHUYAThH C BAMU B 3TOM BOIIPOCE, YTOOH IPOTUBOCTOATH BaieMy
Benuuectsy.

Ykao YKUIIMH He MOT He JIoTafbIBaThCS 0 er0 HaMepeHusaX. OH Ipuiliesl K Hemy, 4ToOb 00beIUHUTD



yCHuJINAd U 3aCTAaBUTh BECH JBOP BEICTYIIUTE IIPOTUB KHA3A Amns, YTOOHI HUMIIEPATOPY IIPUIIIIOCH
OTCTYIIUTB.

— [Touemy?

— IToTomy uTO 4 nyuiie noHuMarw Baure Benuuectso, — Tuxo npousHec [y Coo3TaH, ¥ Ha ero jaule
HaKOHell “cue3na ynbl0Ka. OH BCTall ¥ HAIIPABUJICA K BHIXOMY:

— T'ocmoguH Ykao, BO3BpalllauTeCh!
— Ho Taxk gBOp HOTPYy3UTCS B Xa0C, ¥ BECb MUP TOXKE! — KPUKHYJI eMy B CIIUHY YKao YKUIKH.

[OTcyTCcTBYIOT]
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