— OTot Ball, — oH cnerka npukycumn ry0y, — THI, [OJIKHO ObITH, TIOOUIIb rocroguHa [y?

— Kxe-kxe-kxe... — Llunp O mepeBepHYyIICS, TTIIAS Ha HETO, TOPaXKEHHbIN IPSAMOTOMN JIMHD
Baubdona. OH He 3HaJ, KaK OTBETUTH U JIUIIH MOJT4a CMOTpEIL.

— IlapmuBern, He €3k B [iefla OTI[a, — CIIYCTS JOJIT0e BPeMS OH IePEBEPHYJIICS U OPOCHT 3Ty dpa3y.

— He ctpoit u3 ce6st crapirero, — JInab BaHb()3H CXBATHUI €T0, TSI B I'71a3a, U, HEMHOT'0
II0KO0JIe0aBIINCh, CKA3a:

— Ecnu nio6utib, ckaxu 06 3TOM.
— Yto rosoputs? — Lluns KO ¢ pa3gpaxeHueM OTTOJIKHYJ €r0 ¥, OTBEPHYBIIKCH, IIPOU3HEC:
— He memai MHe 30€ecCh.

4 ymycTun MOMeHT, 4TOOB CKa3aTh 3TO, B Ty HOYb ITOJTHOJTYHUST MHOT'O JIeT Ha3af. A Temeps... Kakue
OBl YyBCTBa HU OBLIM, ITPOU3HECTHU UX BCIIYX — 3TO OE€CCTHIACTBO.

B 9To# XKU3HU, BUAUMO, y HAaC C HUM Cyabba CIMIIKOM KOPOTKa!
**Cromuua**

— Kus13p, — X3 Ts10 MOHU3UJI TOJI0C, HAXMYPHUBIIKUChH, — OEUCTBUTEILHO JIU MH He OymeM 00CyxKmaTh
3TO0 ¢ BenmukuM HacTaBHUKOM Banom?

Boccranue OBIIO y2Ke Ha ITOpore, HO CTaphlii HACTaBHUK OCTaBaJICS B HeBefeHUU. [locie ummnepaTopa
Croanb X3 Ts10 Bcé erné riay0oKo yBaxkas Benukoro HacTaBHMKA BaHa, CYMTAsT €T0 CBOUM YUUTEJIEM.
Temeps, CKpHIBasi OT HETO IIPAaBAY, OH YYBCTBOBAJI OECITOKOMCTRO.

— l'eHnepar, 310 meno o0benuHeHusT apmuu CeBepHO# rpaHuUIlEl ¥ IMIIepaTOpCKOTo ABOpa, — KHS3b
Xyait HeMHOTr0 1oKojie6asncs, Iisias Ha Hero. — CMepTh KHS3s LI3uHb, Tak UM MHayve, CBI3aHa C
Benukum HacTaBHUKOM. Pa3se Uxkao YXKUNWH U ApPyrue CTaHyT eMy JOBEPATH?

X3 Tsi0 KUBHYJI, He TPOU3HOCS HU CJIOBa, HO B CEPAIIE eT0 3aPOauIoCh elne 6obiiee 6eCIIOKOMCTBO.

— Ecnu tak, To pa3se Ero BenuuecTBo ¥ BOOBCTBYyIOLasA uMneparpuna... — Ecnu Ykao YKunuH u
OpyTHE 3aX0TAT OTOMCTUTH 3a KHA3S L[31Hb, pa3Be OHU He BTSIHYT B 9TO MaJIOJIETHET0 UMIIepaTopa?

— VIMeHHO TO3TOMY BOOBCTBYIOIIast UMIIepaTPHIla TakXKe 3alpeTusa coobinats Bemukomy
HaCTaBHUKY, TeHepall... — KHa3p Xyall MHOr0O3HAUYUTENIHbHO IOCMOTPEN Ha HEro, 3aTeM OTBEJI B3TJIA/.
— CruiH Heba He MoxeT ObITh BUHOBEH. [lomaHHBIE MOIKHE OBITH BEPHHI, ¥ Benukuit HacTaBHUK BaH
He HCKIII0YeHue.

A! X5 Ts10 BOpYT MOHSI HaMéEK KH35 Xyas. Ecnu apmusi CeBepHOM I'PaHULIBI X0YeT BOCCTaHOBUTh
M KH35 L[31HDb, TO KTO-TO [IO/I2KEH B35Th Ha ce0s BUHY 3a ero o6BuHeHue. M 9T0 He TOMBKO AHb
[Tm11310HB, HO U BaH LI9HBXS.

X3 Ts10 HaxXMypuICs, JOTo Kojie0acs, Ho B KOHIE KOHIIOB TOXe BEIOpan CTOPOHY MaJIOJIeTHETO
uMIeparopa. iMmnepaTopcKuil IBOP ¥ BCS CTPaHa OBUIM B Xaoce CIIUIIKOM 1ojro, u X3 Tso, Kak u
MHOTHE OPYTHe, 0TYasTHHO JKeJlall, YTOOBl 3TOT XaoC 3aKOHYUJIICS.

**YMIepaTOPCKUY OBOper**



LI3u AHB IIEN 0 3HAKOMOMY KOPHAOPY K 3army YaHcuHb. Bech 3ai1 ObIT IIOTHO 3all0THEH CTPaXKaMHu.
Kaxmplit pa3, mpoxoas 37eck, 113u AHb olyias, 6yATo BpeMs 30eCh 3aCThII0, CJIOBHO 3TO MECTO
OBIJI0 M30IMPOBAHO OT BHEINHET0 MUPa. CKONBKO OBl JIET HY MIPOIIJIO, 3[€Ch HUYET0 He MEHSIJIOCH.

— BposctBytomas umneparpurnia, — Li3u Aub yBugen Haubryn FOiinsgHa B 60K0OBOM 3arie.

Haubryn FOinsH noBepHyscs K Hemy. Ero murio 6s110 671eqHEM, 6€3 KaIlll KPOBU, TOJIBKO T'Ta3a
OCTaBaJIUCh TaKUMU XKe apkuMu. OH cTan elne 6oyee XyObIM, ero MUPOKUe pyKaBa CKpPhIBAIX
burypy, menas ero oxoXuM Ha IIpU3pakKa, BHIIEANIEr0 U3 ThMEL, OTYETO CBET B 3ajie Ka3ascs elé
TYCKIJIE€.

OH He IPOU3HEC HU CJI0Ba. L[31 AHb, yBUOEB €TI0 COCTOSIHIE, IOYYBCTBOBAJI TOPEYb B CEPALIE U
ClerKa IOKJIOHUJIICS.

— Kusa3p Xyait mepefnasn coo0IieHue: yepe3 ITh HENH HAYHETCS BOocCTaHue. Torfa BepHbIe
rBapeisl BOUIYT BO ABOPeI], YTOOR CIIacTH BAOBCTBYIOIIYIO UMIepaTpuily u Ero BemuyecTso.

— XM, apmus CeBepHOU TpaHULEL... BCE U TaM HafeXHO0? — HaHbryH FOWNsiH paBHOOYIIHO OTBETHII,
HO IIOTOM CIIPOCHII.

— Apmus LI3gHBIIVMH HAXOOUTCS CHapPyXkKu, apMus YKao IPOTUBOCTOUT apMuu CeBEepHOU I'PaHULIH,
OHU TOYHO He BepHYTCH... — LI3u AHb, clenys yKa3aHUSIM KHs35 Xyasi, COOOIIUI eMy.

Haubryn FOnigH BHUMATENBHO CITyLIaJ, ero Ipu3padyHas purypa nopoa K OKHY.

Ha camoM [fiene, KU3Hb U CMePTb MEHS He BOJIHYIOT. & mpocTo xouy, 4ToO0H AHb [IIK11310HbL OB
pa30pBaH Ha KyCKH, S X04y BEPHYTh BCE, YTO JOJIXKEH, XOTS ¥ HEe CMOI'Y BEDHYTH BCE...

**Jlareps apmuu Yxao**

Korga [y CroaTaH IOKHHYJ MIATEP KOMAHAYIOMIEro, He0o yxke OBIJI0 YEPHBIM, JTUIIIh HECKOJIBKO 3BE3[
Mepiany Baanu. OH OTOLIEN OT IIaTpa YzKao-BaHa M CBEPHYJI Ha XOJIM, IIe KOT[la-TO HaXOOUJICS
KHS3b 1I31Hb.

OcenHuii BeTep HOUBIO O ellé xomopHee. [Iy CioaTaH CTOSIJ, PaCKUHYB IIJIalll 3a CIIUHOM, HO He
3aCTETHYII €To0.

IelCTBUTEIHHO X0JI0OHO, HEYOUBUTEIHHO, YTO OH IIPOCTYOUIICS, — IOOyMaJ OH, BCIIOMKHAs, KakK
KHsI3b L[3WHB paccmpalrBa o0 IBOpIIe.

KHs35, 51 MOHKMMAI0 Ballli MBICIH, HO, 60I0Ch, OHU He cOymyTcs. MaioneTHU UMIIEPATOP HE YCTYIIUT
TPOH, UTO XKe BHI OyzeTe genaTh?

Iy CroaTaH CMOTpe Ha JanéKyio cTonuily. Ha ropofcKux cTeHax Kadaiuch Ba (GoHapPs, CIIOBHO BOT-
BOT 1oracHyT. OH CMOTpeJl Ha HUX U YCMEXHYIICS.

— 4 nums moGaBus OOUH IITPUX K BallleMy IUIaHy, ¥ 3TOT0 MITPXXa JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOBI MaJloJIeTHUH
uMIiepaTop norud, a Haubryn FOunsaH XKum B MyKax.

IBopern KOHIIOY cBepKas 30JI0TOM, U3Nly4as aypy BIacTu Haf BceM MupoM. CTosl y ANTMHHOM Oemnoi
MpPaMOPHO# JIECTHHUIIBI, MOXKHO OBIJIO JIMIIIb CMOTPETh Ha KPHINIY JBOPIIA, ¥ 3TO 3PeIHille 3aCTaBIsAIIO0
JIIogey majaTh HUll.

— TonbKo BOWA CiOfia, THl CMOXKeIb ITOIaBUTh UX U 00JIbIle He OyOelh YHUXKEH.



— K10? — ucnyrarso cupocun 4Yxkao-BaH.
— YxyH-3p.
— Marymika...

Ykao-BaH 00epHYJICS, YOUBIEHHO TSI Ha XEHIIUHY PSAIOM C HUM. ITO OblJIa €ro MaTh, BCE elllé
MoJIofiasi, flaXke MOJIoXKe ero camoro. E€ miaThe I[BeTa KeITOoro Tycs fellano €€ MATKOM 1 HeXKHOM.

— YxkyH-3p, — MaTh CHeiaja Iar BIepen, e€ TafoHb MATKO KOCHYJIach ero JIMlla, U OHa YIBIOHYIach.
— OHU HeOCTONHEI, OHU [ajleKo He TaK XOPOIH, KaK Moy YKyH-9p. [103TOMY TH HOJIKEH CTapaThCs.
OTOT MUD... TOTBKO YKYH-3p HOCTOWH BIIafIeTh UM.

Yka0-BaH CMOTpeJI Ha Hee, Cerka ynebasich, B ero rja3ax MeNlbKHyIa feTcKas pagocts. OH
TIOCTIEIIHO MTOMHS PYKY, Kejas CXBaTUTh PYKY MaTEPH, HO Ta XOJIONHAs pyKa KOCHYJach €To JINIa,
XOJIOfIHAs, HO HEBEeCOMasl, U OH CXBATHJI JIUIIb BO3MYX.

MaTs cMOTpesia Ha Hero, MSTKO y/bI0asich, U 9Ta y/IbIOKa CTaHOBUIACh BCE OeqHee, TI0Ka e€ obpas
He PaCTBOPUJICS B BO3AYXeE, U eT0 00Jbllle Helb3s OBUIO HAlTH.

I'nma3a Ykao-BaHa Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aTYMaHUJINCh, OH MHCTUHKTUBHO CAEJIAJl IIar Bnepén, XKeJlasa
CHOBA KOCHYTBCSA TOT'O XOJIOOHOT'O IIPHM3PAdKa, HO YBHUIEJI JIMIIb TO, 9YTO OBLITO OAaBHBIM-OABHO...

— I/IMHepanI/IHa, g BUHOBATa... BUHOBATA.

Bnepem/l MOJIOdad XKEHIMWHaA, IIPEKPAaCHad BHEIIHE, B IIJIaThe, HaeaJIbHO HOJI‘-IépKI/IBaIOHJ,'eM eé
CTpOI‘/JIHYI-O TaJIHI0, HO ceryac e€ TallluiIu CTPAaXHHUKHU, X1 OHA II0TePAJIla BCAKOE NOCTOMHCTBO.

Ha BepIIrNHEe I/IMHepaTOpCKOfl JIECTHHIIEI CTOsAJIa UMIIEPATPHUIIA, OdE€Tasd B POCKOIIHEIE OEXKIEI, eeé
JINIIO OBLITO XOJIOOHBIM, 3aCTaBJIsAAd BCEX BOKPYT' YYBCTBOBATH HGHHHOﬁ X0Jonm.

— OOBUHEHUE B IIPEeCTyHJIIEHUHU IIPOTHUB UMIIEPATOPCKOT'0 CbIHA HEIIPOCTUTEIIBHO.

ViMmepaTpulla MaxHyJla PyKOX, CTPaXKHUKHU CXBATUJIU KEHIIUHY, U TOJICTHIE TTalIKU 0OpPYIIXAIKACh Ha
Heé. Hemomanéky MalleHbKUI MaJIbuyKK BhIOEXKAJ U yIaja Ha KOJIEHU PSIIOM C YeJIOBEKOM B XKEJITOM
IPaKOHbEM XajaTe.

— Orel... OTell, cnacure MATYIIKy, MaTyIIKa OeicTBOBAaa 1o BalieMy IIPHUKaasy...

*Xnormr*... [Tpexge yeM OH 3aKOHYHII, €T0 ITpepBala MoIIEYrHa, B YIIaX pa3faasics 3BOH, ¥ OH MOTEPSI
CO3HaHMe, IUIIb CIIbIIIA, KaK TOT BIIACTHHIM TOJI0C HA3Ball €T0 IpefaTeseM.

Harepb dpMuu Yxkao, KOCTPEHI CTalld TYCKJIe€, IO PaCCBETA OCTaBaJIOCh COBCEM HEMHOTO. Ykao0-BaH
MEJIEHHO OTKPHII I'JIa3d, IIOOHAJI PYKY U IIOYYBCTBOBAJI BJIalr'y B YI'OJIKAX I'Jia3. On 3aMep Ha
MI'HOBEHHE, 3aTE€M KPEIIKO CXKaJl KyJIaK.

— Marymka, S CKOpOo CSIIy TaM, — IIPOIIEINTal OH, Pe3KO0 IMOAHSBIINCH, €T0 IJla3a MPa4HO CMOTPEITH
B TEMHOTY ILIATpa.

[Tepen paccBeToM OBIII0 0COOEHHO TEMHO, KaK B Te [IHU, KOT7la OH ObLJT B 3aTOUeHUU. B
MMnepaTopCcKOM ropofie BCeTfa XBaTaao UHTPUT U OOPBOLL, U Te, ¥ KOT0 He OBIIO TOJI0XKEHUS,
CTAHOBUJIUCH XKEPTBaMu 3TOM 60prOLl. KpoBHEIE V3B ¥ POICTBEHHbLIE YYBCTBA IIePe JIN1IOM BIaCTH
ObLIM XPYIKUMU U JIETKO Pa3pyllaucCh.



Ta mpekpacHas ¥ HeXXHas XKeHIIMHa Oblyla 3a0uTa M0 CMEPTHU IO MaSIIUM COTHIEM, aXKe
TIOCMEPTHOTO TUTYJa el He ganmu. [1o cux mop... B [[Bopiie YKao-BaHa MOKJIOHSIOTCS TONBKO TabIMyKe
BIOOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIepaTpuLbl 2Kyuu.

— Kt0? — Yka0-BaH pE3KO IIPepBajl CBOM MBICITH, TIONHSB I'1a3a BIEPE.
— 9710 51, — Iy Cr09TaH 0CTAHOBHUJICS, HEMHOTO YOMBUBIIKCE, YTO Y2Ka0-BaH yKe IPOCHYIICS.

— JIro6uMEIl MUHUCTP? — YKao-BaH HAaXMYPHUIICS, HO HAIIPSKEHUE B €ro Cep/lle HeMHOT0 0C1abIIo,
¥ OH CIIPOCUTI 60JIee MSITKUM TOHOM:

— YT0-TO N3MEHUIIOCH?

B 9T0 BpeMs CIEIIHbN BU3UT MOT 03Ha4aTh TOJIBKO BaXKHBIE HOBOCTH.

Iy CroaTaH, yCbIllIaB €0 TOH, CJIeTKa HaXMyPHJICS, IIOHU3UJI TOJI0C U TJIYX0 CKa3all:
— JIeCTBUTENbHO €CTh U3MEHEHHUS, KHA3b...

OH GBICTPO TOMOIIEN, CIOBHO XOTEJI OCTOPOXKHO COOOIIUTD UTO-TO UKao-BaHY.

BuyTpu matpa O6b110 TEMHO, YKa0-BaH CMOTPEJ Ha ero PaCIJIbIBYATHIM CUITY3T U YKe XOTel
IIpUKa3aTh eMYy OCTaHOBUTHCS, 3aKeUb CBedy, HO IIPexXe YeM OH yCIes cKa3aTh 4To-To, [Iy CioaTaH
YCKOPHJI IIar.

— Kus35!

YKao-BaH pe3K0 U3MEHUJICS B JIMlle, KpaeM Ijla3a 3aMeTHB, UTO 3a CBETJIEIM cunyatoM [y CioaTaHa
OBLIT eIll€ OOUH YeJIOBEK B YEPHOM XaslaTe, CKPBIBABIIHMICS B TEMHOTE, HE3aMETHBIM.

*Kxe-kxe*... YKao-BaH Jaxke He yCIleNl BCKPUKHYTh, KaK TOT YEJI0BEK CXBATHUII €T0 3a TOPJIO.
— YeTBEpTHI OpaT, TH MMPOCHYJICS HEe BOBpeMs!

— 3OT0 TH, — r'1a3a YKao-BaHa MMUPOKO PACKPHIINCEH, 1 OH HAaKOHEIl Pa3TJIsigen JIUIo rnepeq co0oit. —
TBos HOTA...

*TId*... Hunap KO ycMexHyIICs, BOTKHYB HOX B €0 I'PY[b, IIJIOTHO TPUKPHIBAs POT, YUTOORI
3arIyIIXUTh KPUK, ¥ TIPUKAJ eT0 K 3eMJie.

— V Mnapmrero 6paTa Hora B Opsigke!
— Her... HeT... 3T0 HEBO3MOXKHO, — Y2Ka0-BaH CMOTPEJI Ha HEeTo, ero rojoc IPepLIBaJICS.

— Xa-xa, — lunp Ot ycMexHyICs1, He Xelast 00BSICHATh, ¥ HAaKJIOHUIICS K HeMy. — YeTBEpTHId Opar,
THI omu0Ocst. f 60t0ck cMepTH, 51 6010Ch e€ GombIne, yeM KTo-1u00. OnHa HOTa 3a TBOI XH3Hb, Pa3Be
9TO HEe CTOUT TOr0?
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