Ban M3H, CTOSIBIINY PSIIOM, TOXKE HaXMYPHUJICS, HO He M3-3a TOTO, YTO OTIYCTUJIM UMIIepaTopa
MuHBI09, a IOTOMY, YTO TOCITOAuH [y BRI3BAJI UX CIOJA JIUIIL AJISI TOTO, YTOOB! ITOAPA3HUTL CTAPOI0
Yxkao?

Yka0 YKUNKH, 0O4EBUOHO, TOXKE 3TO IIOHUMAII. HOTPYBI/IBHII/ICB B PA3MEIIIJIEHU A, OH MOJI4all
HEKOTOpoO€e BpeMsi, a 3aTeM THUXO IIPOU3HEC:

— Kus3p He xoTen 0bl, 4T0OH B [TomHeOeCHOM CHOBa BCIIBIXHYJIa BOWHA. TO, UTO BRI IejlaeTe, — 3TO
IIPOCTO MECTh.

Ia, s XOTeJl OTOMCTHTB, HO Celdac 9TO yKe HEBO3MOXKHO, — MBICJIEHHO mpou3Hec [y CioaTaH,
pa3ryiaXkuBasi AJIMHHBE GPOBHU ¥ C JIETKOU YIIEIOKON CKa3all:

— BepHO, OH He cOrIacuUiCs, IIO3TOMY s IIPHUIIEIT K BaM.

Yxao YKKUTTHMH 3aMep Ha MTHOBEHHUE, PE3KO MOJHSII TOIOBY ¥ YCTaBUIICS Ha Hero. [Iy Ci03TaH CTOSI
B JIYHHOM CBeTe, y/1bI0asiCh CIIOKOMHO.

— Bm1?

— Kua3p, — tuxo npousHec [y CioaTaH, TMISAs1 Ha 3aCTHIBIIEr0 Ha MecTe UYxkao YxkunuHa 1 Ha BaH
M>sHa, KOTOPHIY BHIJISANEN PaCTepIHHEIM. — B AHbsIHE.

Jlec morpy3uscs B TUIIMHY. Tpoe MyKUYKH CTOSI/TA Ha MECTe, HeBOJIbHO YCTPEMHUB B3TJISIH Ha 3atmaf.
OG6prB ropsl CrihaH BO3BHIIIAJICS B JIYHHOM CBETE, CJIOBHO PAaCTBOPSS B ce6e BCIO CYPOBOCTS.

**Cromura. **

[TpoTuBOCTOSSHUE apMul 3aMenuio maru Aup [Inun3ioHsa, Ho nuinb 3aMennuno. [1nsa Ban LgHbxa
CUTyalYs He U3MEHUJIaCh.

— Benukuy HacTaBHUK, — X3 T$10 Bolllen Yepe3 MaleHbKYI0 OBEPb.
Ban LIsiHBX3, CTOSBIINY Y OKHA, OYHYJICS ¥ IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HEro:
— Kak obcTosT nena B apMuu?

— dup [Iu1310HL YyCTPaHsIeT HEYTOOHLIX. B marepe MHOTO HEOBOJILHEIX, HO OOIBIIMHCTBO OOSITCS
BBICKa3aThCsl, — X3 T510, XOTS 1 OBITT 3afepKaH B CTOIUIlE, BCe Ke HaXOMUJICS B JIy4IlleM IOJI0KEHUH,
yeM Ban LIsiHBX3 U pyTHe, ¥ MOT CBOOOAHO ITepeABUTaThCS.

— XM, — BaH LIgHbX3 KUBHYJI U IIPOTSAHYJI EMY IIUCbMO. — BOJIBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX — CTaphle
copaTHUKY KinaHa H03. CBIXKUChH C HUMHU.

X3 Ts0 cephe3HO BITJISIHYJ Ha IMCHMO, B35 €T0 U yKe cobupascs yiuTy, Ho BOAPYT 3akonebancs:
— Benukui HacTaBHUK, y MEHS €CTh OOUH BOIIPOC.
— Kaxkoi? — Ban LIsiHbX3 ITIOCMOTPEN Ha HETO.

— PaHbIle BHOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIEPATPUIIA IIJIaHUPOBAJIa BTSHYTh MEHS B CTOJIUITY, HO TI0OYeMy OHa
coobmuma 06 atom Aub Iuizionio? [ToueMy He BOCIIOIb30BajIaCh BO3MOKHOCTEIO, YTOORI S YCTPaHUIT
ero?



Ecnu OBl He 3TO, OH XOTs OBl HE OKa3ascs Obl 3aJ€PKaH B CTOJIMLE, a CTOJIMYHAA apMHUA 3a
ImpeneilIaMu ropoaa Onla OB KyHaa IIOJIE3HEE.

Ban LIsiHbX9 B3T/ISIHYJ HA HETO U, YBUEB pacTePsIHHOCTHL X3 Ts10, cnerka ycnokousncs. OH
TIOBEPHYJICS, He TJISIAS Ha HETO.

— fup [INI13108 — He OOVH YeJIOBeK, a Lejas naptud. K Tomy xe y MMnepaTopCcKoro gsopa ecrtb
BHeIHMe Bparu. Ecnu 6wl TH Torga youn dup U301, ero CTOPOHHUKY BCE PABHO MOTJIH OB
ycTpouTth Oecropsaku. A ecnu Ovl apMus L[3gHEINH BHE3AMHO y3Hasa 0 TepeMeHax, 1apcTBo Yxkao
MOrJ10 OBI BOCIIOJIb30BaThCS 3TUM. ApMus LI3HBNNH, OXBaueHHas TaHUKOM, MOTJia OBl IIepetTH Ha
CcTOpoHY Ukao-BaHa. B TaKOM ciy4ae 0IaCHOCTH yrpozxarsa Ovl He TOJIBKO TBOEH CTOJIMYHON apMuy,
HO 1 MMIiepaTopckoMy ABOpPY, U caMoMy Ero BenuuecTsy.

— d nouan, — X3 Ts0 yganuics.

[Tocne Toro KaK reHepar X3 yiies, 13-3a IIUPMBI BEIIIEN KHSI3b Xyau. OH mocMoTpen Ha Ban LIgHbX3,
He TOBOPS HU CJIOBa.

— KHa3p, — Ban 1I9HbX9 DOKIOHUIICS.

Kus3p Xyall cierka KuBHYJI, CAeJlajl HECKOJIBKO IIIaroB ¥ CKa3all:

— Benukuy HaCTaBHUK, 3HAETE JIU BhI, I0YEeMY BAOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIEpaTPHULia IOCTYyIXIIa TaK?
Ban LIsgHBX3 TOCMOTPE Ha Hero, 3akojebasicss Ha MTHOBEHHE ¥ OTBETHUI:

— IIpomy Bac, KHSI3b, IPOCBETUTH MEHS.

— [ToToMy 4TO OHa He [OBepsIeT HU BaM, HU MHe.

Haxe Anp [INI1310Hb, KOTOPHIN OBINT e OM3KUM POLNCTBEHHUKOM, OKa3aJICs B TAKOM IIOJIOKEHUH.
Kak oHa MoXkeT noBepsTh KoMy-mubo emie? OHa BTsHYMa X3 Ts0 B CTONMHUILY, HO He y6umna JdHb
[Iun3t0Hs, @ BMECTO 3TOr0 YHUUTOXMIIa Ban ['yaniu. [TomumMo 00bsICHEHMH, KOTOPHIE B JaJlHd,
T7IaBHOE B TOM, YTO BIOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIEPATPUIIA XOUET yOepKaTh BIacTh B O6ymymieM, 4uToOwl Ero
BennuecTtBo 60JIbINIe HE HAXOOUIICS IO YbHM-THO0 KOHTPOJIEM.

Ecnu Gbl OHA meiicTBUTENbHO YOuna dub [lIuizions, maptus dHb Obiyia Okl yHUYTOXKEHA, Ban LIgHbX3
1 X3 Ts10 cMoriu OBl CTaOMIH3UPOBATh U 00BbEIUMHUTE apMHUI0 LI3THBINH, HO IMIIepaTOPCKU IBOP
BCE PaBHO OCTaBaJsics OBl 107 KOHTPOJIEM YHHOBHUKOB, @ OH U MaJIOJIETHUM UMIIepPaTOp BCE PaBHO
HaXOIUJTUCE ObI B OTaCHOCTH. [109TOMY BHOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIEPATPHIA HOYBIO ITPUOLIIa B PE3UAEHIIUIO
KHs135 Xyasi, 4TOOH clie/laTh ero TeM, KTo B OygyiieM OyOoeT coep:KuBaTh BaH LIsTHBXS.

Kusi3p Xyail cupien B Kpecye, riasas Ha Bau LsgHbx9. TOT CTOSIT PSOOM, €ro JTUI0 ObIJI0 CIIOKOHHEIM,
0e3 TeHU BOJIHEHUS.

— Xe-xe... Benukuy HaCTaBHUK 3HAET, HO BCe XKe CIIpallluBaeT MeHs, — YCMeXHYJICA KHA3b Xyal.
— Xorern OBl yCIIBIILIATh Ballle MHeHNE, KHA3b, — BaH LIgHBX3 cell psamoM.

— Benukuy HaCTaBHUK X04eT IIPOBEPUTH MeHsI, — KHs3b Xyall yCMEXHYJICs, I0BEPHYB I'0JIOBY K
HeMy. — 4 He MoOTry cTaTh KHs3eM LI3uHb, a BE, Benukuii HacTaBHUK, He OyIbTe MapKu30M BaHE.

— Kus3b comHeBaeTcst BO MHe? — OpoBb BaH LIsIHbX3 IpOTHYNA.



— HeTt, — KHA3B Xyafl Cpa3y XKe O0TpHuIllad, HO 3aTEM B3JOXHYII. — HpOCTO B TO BpEeM{ BEI YK€ HE
MOTJIX BHYIIIAQTb OJOBEPHUI. 970 60IE3HDb BCe€X, KTO HAaXOJUTCA B HMHepaTOpCKOM OBOpIeE. Onn HHUKOMY
He NOBEPAIOT M UCIIOJIBE3YIOT BCEX.

Ban I]gHBX9 TOMOJTYaI MTHOBEHUE, 3aTeM TI'Ty00KO B3[OXHYII ¥ CJIETKA OIYCTHJI TOJIOBY:

— Ecnu tonmbko Ero BenuuectBo u MMmepaTopckuii iBop OyoyT B 6e3omacHoCTH, a [logHebecHas
6ornblre He OymeT pa3gupaeMa MekaoycobuliamMu, s YAy B OTCTABKY U IlepefiaM BiacTh Ero
Benuuectsy.

Kus3p Xyait kuBHy1. Ecnu Ban L[siHBX3 CMOXKET IIOCTYNIUTh TakK, 3TO OymeT npekpacHo. OH He XOTell
CTAHOBUTHCS HHCTPYMEHTOM [JI CHEePXKUBaHUSA KOTO-TU00 U BTATUBATHCS B OECKOHEUHbIE UHTPUTH
HmnepaTopckoro aopua. Ho ecnu Ban LIgHbXS He yUOET, OH CaM HE CMOXKET YUTH.

JInno BaH LlisHbX3 crierka u3MeHunocsk. Kua3p Xyail X0TeNl YTELIUTh €r0, HO He Halllesl IOAXOAAIINX
cnoB. OH BcTas, cobupasich YUTH Yepe3 MaJIeHbKYIO IBEPE.

— Kus3p HUKOTra He 6€CIIOKOUIICS O BIOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIepaTpuUIe?

— BposcTByOllasa nMnepaTpulia, — NPOU3HEC KHA3b Xyal, I0OBOpPauuBasich K HeMy. — OHa yxke
[0Ka3aja, YTO MOXKET YIpaBjIiaTh 3TOM OIPOMHOY UMIiepuei. YTo KacaeTcs TOro, 0 4Y4eM BhI
TOBOPHUTE... I BEPIO eH.

B pesupeniuu kusA35 Xyasa Hauerysn FOunsH ucneITHBaANI KCKPEHHEE YYBCTBO BUHH IIepef KIIaHOM
Lluub. X0OTd OH He 3HAJI, T0OYeMy, HO BepuJl cyioBaM HaubryH HOunsgHa, mostomy KinaH L[uHb OB B
0e30IIaCHOCTH.

Ban Llsabpxs KuBHYJ. KHA3b Xyail IOCMOTPESI Ha HETO U BAPYT YCMEXHYJICH:
— Benukuil HacTaBHUK HUKOTA He Oecrokousics 060 MHe?
— Kus3p Xyait Bcerpa OblT CIIOKO€H, 5 BEPIO BaM.

Xe-xe... Kasa3p Xyall ycMexHYJICS, ITOKa4all TOJIOBOM, He XKejast TOBOPUTH Gosnbiie. Ban LIsTHBX), Tsaas
Ha Hero, IOHSJI, 4YTO CKPBIBAJIOCH 3a 3TOM YCMEILKOU.

— 4 He ogoOpsiN TOra MeNCTBUS BOOBCTBYIOILIEN UMIIEPATPULILI ¥ MapKu3a BaHb, HO ecyu OBl Bce
TIOBTOPHUJIOCH, 51 BCe PaBHO ObI HaCTauBaJl Ha YCTpaHEeHUU KHS3s LI3uHb, IOTOMY YTO B TO BpeMS OH
TOK€e He MOT BHYIIATh JOBEPHS.

— §1 moHWMal, — OTBETHUJ KHS3b Xyail, YYBCTBYS CUIbHYI0 00Jb B cepmie. OH MOHU3UII TOJIOC:
— Ho 210 6Bl MO¥ 11EeCTOM Opart.

Korpma kus13p Xyalt mokupgan pe3uaeHuio Benukoro HacTaBHuKa BaHa, yxke Obiia rioyb6okas HOUb.
[ToBO3Ka CKpHIBAlaCh B TEMHOTE, TUXO BO3BpAllasiCh B KHAXKECKYIO Pe3UEHLUIO.

Y 3aiHUX BOPOT, KaK TOJIbKO KHS13b Xyal BBIIIEN U3 TOBO3KH, K HEMY C CEPbe3HBIM BHIpaXKeHUEM
JIUIIa TIONOIIe N VIIPABIAOMINA U TUX0 CKa3al:

— Ku#3p, nputiesn KTo-To.

— K10? — KH$3b Xyaﬁ, B3T'JIAHYB Ha €TI0 BEIPA2KEHNE, IIOHAJTI, YTO I'OCTh OBLT He IIPOCTEIM.



— KH$I3b... Ty4lrie B3TISHUTE CaMH, — YIIPABSIOMIUN 3aK01e0acs.

Kus3p Xyail HaxXMypuJICs U, CJIefys 3a yIPaBlIgOIIAM, IOCIEIInI B IBETOYHEIN 3ajl. BHyTpH, CII0XKUB
PyKH 3a cuuHy, ctosn [y CroaTaH. YCIBIIIaB ary, OH cjierka HaxMypuJl OpOBU U ITOBEPHYJICS.

— Kus3sp Xyaii.

— Bu3uT B TaKOU m0o3gHUY Yac... KTo BuI?

— Csi0 k985 Cr03 Dy.

Cro3 ®y! JInno KHA34 Xyasd U3MEHUJIOCH, €r0 B3I Ha MTHOBEHUE CTaJl MpayHbIM.
— He 6ecnokoritech, — [y CioaTaH chenaj Iar BIepes, [oCTal IUChMO U CKa3al:
— 4 mpocTo mpuHec MUChMO [T KH35 Xyas.

Kusa3sp Xyafl 3akosebasics Ha MTHOBeHHE, 3aTeM IIPOTAHYII PYKY U B34JI IIMCBEMO. YKao0-BaH X04eT
Y6€I[I/ITB MeHs? OTO HauBHO. OTKpBIB IMAUCbMO, KHA3b Xyaﬁ 6ermo IIPOCMOTpeEI €10, XJIOITHYJI IINCEMOM
1, HE TOBOPA HHU CJIOBA, TOCMOTPEN Ha HEro.

— Bupumo, kHa3b y3Ha, — [y Cro3TaH yaeI0OHYJICS U CeJl PSIIOM.

Kus13p Xya#t ri1y00KO B3[OXHYII, TSI Ha HETO:

— BEI XOPOIIIO0 CKPEIBAJIUCE.

Iy CrosTaH ¢ HeJOyMeHHeM ITI0CMOTpe Ha Hero. KHa3b Xyall yCMeXHYJICS U IIPOIOIKUII:
— Yto nopyyun MuHBI03?

[TogmenaTh MMCHMO HECIOKHO, HO TOJbKO ChiMa I1TaoI1310Hh MOT ©306pa3uTh IIOYEPK IIecToro 6para
TaK XKHBO, YTO OH OBIJI HEOTIMYKMM OT OPUTHHAJIA.

Iy CroaTaH Bce ellle BHITIISAe HEMHOT'0 CTPAHHO, HO He CTajl Yray0nsaThcs B 9T0. OH MOCMOTPEN Ha
Hero U cKasajl:

— Kus3b ckasas, 4To o0ellaHHBN BaM PaliCKUM YTOJIOK BCe ellle B CHUJIe.

Panickuit yromnok... JIumo KHA34 Xyas 3aCThII0, OH IIOJIHOCTBI0 3amMep. OH CHOBa A0CTAJl MUCHEMO U3-3a
IIa3yXy U BHUMaTEJIbHO [TI0CMOTpes1 Ha Hero. Eciu 910 He Crima Illao13t0HE, TOrAA...

Benukuii HaCTaBHUK, S MOTY VUTH, HO BB, BEPOSITHO... [llecToit 6paT, Moxoxe, BH IpefHa3HAYEHH
miist aToro Mecta. KHsi3pb Xyail TUXO IIOfIOIIeN K IBepH, C 06/IeTueHrneM B3[I0XHYB ¥ IIOBEPHYBIIUCH
crusoi K [y CroaTany.

— YT0 BBl XOTUTE, UTOOHI S COea?

— 4 xo4y BcTpeTuThes € X3 THo0.

— Xopottio.

— Kua3p Xyai He crnpaiuuBaet, 3aueM? — [ly Cio9TaH Ha MTHOBEHUE YOUBUIICS.

— He HyXHO, — KHA3b Xyall TI0Kadas rojIoBoy, ¢ foOpo yIbIOKOM II0CMOTPeIT Ha Hero ¥ cKa3al:



— TToTomy uTO 1IECTOM OpaT 30ECh.

— Bbrnaropapro Bac, KHA3b Xyau, — nu1o [y CioaTaHa CTajio CePbe3HBIM, OH ITOYTUTEIIEHO
TIOKJIOHUJICSI.

FRAHBIH. ¥

[Tpo1ioi HOYBIO IPOIIEN AOXK/b, Torofa Oblia npoxiamgHoi. Lunb KO mpoBesn Ha yiulle HEMHOTO
Oonbille BpeMeHH, OCEHHUY BeTep IIPOHU3aJl eT0 OfEeXKAYy, U OH Cpa3y e IMPOCTYIUIICS.

— 91, — Jlunb Banb(oH Boller B KOMHATY U, YBUAEB, YTO OH BCE eIlle CIIUT, TUXO II03Bal.
— M-mM, — Hunp 01 oTBeTH, caM He 3HAas, HA YTO OH OTBeYaerT.
— BcraBayi, — JIuabs BaHb(]3H crierka moTSHYI €ro.

[uub KO mepeBepHYIICS, MPUOTKPEUI I'Jla3a U yXKe X0TeJl CIIPOCUTD, 3aKOHYHIICS JIX JOXKMOb, KaK
BOPYT YCIIBIIIAJ, KaK BOPOTA ABOPa CKpPUIHYIH. OH Ha MIHOBEHUE 3adyMasics, a 3aTeM Pe3K0 OTKPHLI
rnasa.

JIluubs Baub(daH TOKe 3aMep, He YCIIEB CpearupoBaTh, KakK B KOMHATY BOIIE]I YeJI0OBEK.

— Cnpiman, 4To Bel 3a00meny, — B3t YK9HIMH 0CTaHOBUJICS B KOMHATe, B3TJITHYB Ha JIMHb
BanndaH, ero 6poBu crerka AporHynIu. — 4 clieldanbHO NPUIe HaBECTUTD Bac.

Luup KO#, onepimuck Ha PyKy, cen, 6pocust B3rjsy Ha JInHs BanbhaHa u ckasait:

— V¥ MeHs HET BpeMeHU Ha Bac, IIPOIy BacC YUTH.
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