— Ecnu OH meiCTBUTENBHO CTOBOPUJIICS C KHSI3eM LI3MHb, — C YBEPEHHOCThIO CKa3al YKao-BaH,
obparasich K 5ot YK3HIKUHY, — TO MOYEeMYy IPEII0XKUI OTCTYIUTh apMun UxkKao, a BaM, TOCIIOAKH,
BO3IJIaBUTh BOWCKaA?

Ba#i YK9HIMH XOTeJN 4T0-TO H00aBUTh, HO UKao-BaH yxKe Hadaj IPOSIBIISIThL HETePIeHue U IOKUHYII
3ai. bait YX9HIIMH MeIIeHHO BHIIEN U3 IBOPIIA, OTJIIAbIBas BCE BOKPYT [IBoplia Yxkao-BaHa C
OLIyILIeHUEM CUJIbHEHIIero NpeqyyBCcTBUS Oe/ibl, KOTOPOE He MOKUAAo ero.

Pesugennusa kaHmiepa Co3

I[Tox mnaTanoM KaHIiep Ci03 CTOSII, 3aAyMYUBO TJISIAS B OMHY CTOPOHY, ero OpoBU OBLITH CIIOKOMHEI,
HO Tpu O/TMKANIIIEeM PAaCCMOTPEHUY MOXKHO ObIJI0 3aMETUThH TEHb TPEBOTH.

T'ocmozka Cy BOILIUTA C YITUIIH U, YBUEB €T0 TAKUM, CJIETKa B3MOXHYTA, HO OBICTPO caepxKaia cebs u,
YIIBIOHYBIIKUCH, TIOMOILIIA:

— l'ocnioguH.

— Ax, — [y CioaTaH O4YHYJICS ¥ IIOCMOTpPEIN Ha HeeE.

YBumeB e€ ynuIOKy, OH MIOYYBCTBOBAJ BUHY, BCTAJl U CIIPOCHIT:

— Yto cnyuyunocs?

— Bpat xo4et BuAeTH Bac B IepegHeM 3ajle.

— Cenvac npupny, — KuBHyI [y Cl09TaH U HallpaBUJICS K BBEIXOAY.
— l'ocnioguH, — rocnoxa Cy BOPYr 0CTaHOBUJIA €T0.

Iy Cioatan 06epHYJICS, BOIPOCUTEIIBHO TS Ha HEE.

— Hwuyero.

T'ocrioxka Cy, B3r/IsIHYB Ha €ro BeIpazkKeHue JIUIla, Clierka yIbI0HYIach U MPOTJIOTUIA CII0Ba, KOTOPHIE
X0Tena cka3aTk. [y Cl03TaH He CTaJl pa3MbIIUISATh 00 3TOM, KUBHYJ U TPOAOJIKUI ITyTh. ['ocrioxka Cy
cesa Ha ero MecTo IIOf IJlaTaHOM, 00JTOKOTHBINKCE Ha IIOAJIOKOTHUK, CMOTPS BBEPX ¥ MOJIOXKUB PYKY
Ha KHUBOT, YIbI0asCh C PAOCTHIO.

[lepepnuii 3an

— Bpat, — Bomeén [y Cio9TaH 1 IOKJIOHUTICS.

— 3aueM nepeMoHumn Mexnay Hamu? — Cy LigHb ycaguml ero u, rasaad Ha Hero, cKkasan:

— 4 cnpiman, yTo YKao-BaH MpUKa3ajl BaM BO3TJIaBUTh BOMCKa BMeCTe C reHepasioM YxaH ['aHeM.
— BepHo.

Cy LIssHb KMBHYJI, OIIyCTUJI TOJIOBY U 3aiyMaJicsi, ero 6POBU CABUHYIIHCH.

— Apmus YKao OBUKETCS Ha CTOIUYHYI0 0071acTh. ITO CephE3HOE Meso. S Bepio B Balllx
CII0COOHOCTH, HO...



— Bpar, roBopure mpsimo.

— Boit UxosnnuH v rocrnoxa Cy B KOH(QIUKTE, BE 3HaeTe. ECy B 9TOM 110X0fe IPOTUB YXkKao
UYKuNKrHA MPOU30UIET omnOKa, 6010Ck... — Cy LIgHb He 3aKOHYMUII, HO OH Hafesncs, uTo Cios Oy
IIOMMET ero HaMeéEK.

[MTocne Cy L34 rocmoxa Cy 3aMKHy/1aCh Ha HEKOTOPO€E BPEMS, ¥ OH ITOTPATUJI MHOTO CHJI, YTOOHI
YCTPaHUTH NMOCHEACTBUSA. B npomuieiii pa3 uMeHHO Cy 1135 yroBopun Yxkao-BaHa HadyaTh IIOXOM, YTO
IIpUBeJIO K nmopaxeHuto. [Toatomy Cy LIsHb mpeamnodésn 6l 0TKa3aThCS OT BOEHHOM BJIACTH, JIUIIb OB
rocroxa Cy He Iepexwua ele OgHOTO opaxeHus, nHade baui YKIHIIMH He yIyCTUT LIaHCa
HaBpPEeOUTh €W.

Iy CroaTaH CMOTpEJ Ha HETro, ¥ BHe3alHas MBICITb OCEHUIIAa ero, 3aCTaBUB I'jla3a 3arOPeThCs:
— Bpar, He GecnokoiiTecs. 4 Toxke u3 poma Cy, Kak MOTY IOBTOPHUTD OmKOKKU? BcE GymeT B mopsake.
— Bl yBepeHHI?

— VBepeH, — [y CioaTaH BCTan U, IO Ha YeJI0BeKa, MEIJIEHHO TIONXONSIIEr0 K IBEPH, C YIbIOKOH
cKasam:

— Bpar, pox Cy He TONBKO He IOCTPafiaeT, HO ¥ TIOOHUMETCS €Il BHIIIE.

Cy LsgHb mocemoBa ero B3risaay ¥ yBAEI MaJleHbKOTr0 €BHYXa, CIIellallero K HUM C IPUKa3oM U3
oBopla Yxkao-BaHa.

— Ha yTo cMoTpumib? — JIunb BaHb(haH, 3aBepHYB 3a YIoJ, YBUAEN, Kak IIecTol rocrnoguH bai
yneI0aeTcs, TS Ha CTEHY, YTO BHITJISEINO TIIYTIO.

Luub KO# mokayvas roioBoi u, 00epPHYBIINUCH, OTBETHII:

— Hwu Ha uTo0.

JTIoxs, — JIuab BaHb(3H He CTan CIIOPUTH, CEJT PSIIOM U Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs CIIPOCHIT:
— Ilouyemy THI B IOCJIeHEE BpeMS TakK pagyelbCs?

XoTs 9T0T baii He OKa3kIBaJl 3TOT0, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO TOT B XOPOILIEM HACTPOEHUU.

— Xe-xe...

— Yo cmemrHOro? — JIuHb BaHb(3H MOCMOTPEN Ha HETO C YKOpoM. — ['0BOpH.

Yepes HECKONbKO gHer apMus Yxkao BeICTYNUT, U [y CroaTaH nmokuHeT AHbsH. Torga... Luns HOu
YCMEeXHYJICA Y, IOHU3UB I'0JI0C, CKa3all:

— CKOpO THI CMOXKEIIIb yeXaTh.
— YexaTw? — JIueb Baub(aH moCMOTpen Ha HeTo, TyOsl ero gporuynu. — Kak?
— V MeH4 ecTb IIJIaH.

— A THI?



— ¥V MeHs... ToXe ecTh m1aH, — Luue FOi yCMexXHYJICsI, OTKMHYBIIKNCH HA CIIMHKY, C BUIOM
nnobenurens.

JIuub Banb(daH Ha MrHOBEHME 3aMe]p, 3aTEM PEe3KO BCTall.

— Yro TH menaemb? — LuHb KO B3OPOTHYJ, YIUBIEHHO CIIPOCHUIL.

— Co6wupaio Bemu, — JIuHb BaHb(aH Gpocun Ha Hero B3TJISAM U C capKa3MOM CKa3all:
— Ye3xarts.

— Yro Tam cobupaTs? — Llunb FO# mpoGopMoTas, HemoyMeBas.

IIBoper Yxao-BaHa

— KHs13b, HEHABUCTh He MCYe3aeT TOJIBKO MOCIie YOUCTBa BUHOBHUKA. TOJIBKO YHUYTOXKEHUE BCETO
MOXKeT YCIOKOUTh, — C UCKPEHHOCTHIO cKa3an [y CoataH UYxkao-BaHy. — JIuHb BaHb(aH UMEeHHO
TaKOU 4eJIOBeK.

«YHUYTOXKEHNE BCET0», — IOBTOPUI IIPo cebst YKao-BaH, TOUYBCTBOBAB JIETKUM cTpaxX. OH riy6oKo
B3[IOXHYJI, OYHYJICS U KUBHYII:

— BHI XOTHTE CKa3aTh, YTO OH XOTEeN UCIIOIh30BaTh KHA35 LI3uHb O MEeCTH?
— BepHo.

— Ho... — YXKao0-BaH 3aMeIIKancs, ero U0 U3MEHUIIOCh.

Iy CioaTaH, BCE 3T0 BpeMs Habmoas 3a HUM, C IOHMMaHUEM IIpepBa:

— KH3b, OH U He coOupascs 0CTaBNATh KHA35 L[3UHSA B KUBLIX, HO KTO IIPOIIIe B UCIIOIb30BaHUH,
YyeM YHUXKEHHBIY KHA3b [I3uHb?

YkKao-BaH KHMBHYJI, COTJIAINasCh C ero cioBaMu. JInHbs BaubhaH, Oyayyun OBIBIINM MOAYUHEHHBIM
KHS351 Y B CTOJNIIE, [OTKEH OBIJT OTIIPaBUTHCA B 110x0f ¢ Cioa @y mns ymobetBa. Ho Teneps, ycnblmas
3TH CJI0Ba, YKao-BaH 3acoMHeBasics. Eciu o Gecrosie3eH, 3a4eM ero OCTaBIIsATh, PUCKYS, YTO KHS3b
LI31Hb BOCIIOIB3YETCS UM.

— 3HayuT, — YKao-BaH cOenal IIay3y, ero B3rjsiag CTall XOJIOODHEIM, — OH Oecrone3eH.

— JIuab BaubGh3oH HEHABUOUT BCEX YJIEHOB MMIIEPATOPCKON ceMbU. BONUTH B CTONHUITY ceilyac
IEeMCTBUTEILHO MOXKET IIPUBECTH K Heymaye, HO... — [y Clo3TaH mokadasl rojioBoM, HaXMYypPHUBIIIHUCh,
CKa3ai:

— Ero BCE eré M0XKHO MCIIOIb30BaTh B OymyIem!
— Yto?

— KH$135, IBe apMUU BCTPETATCS B CTOMUYHOU 00nacTu. Eciu HauHETCS OUTBA, 3TO OCIIAOUT CHITHI,
YTO HEBHITOOHO M Ykao. Uxkao YKUMMH IOHUMAET 9TO, TIO3TOMY OH 00513aTEIbHO CBSIKETCS C
apMmueyr Yxkao A1 MUPHBIX ITeperoBopoB. Toraa... — B rina3ax [y CrosTaHa MeNIbKHYI XOJIOIHBIN
611eck, — HyKHO OyZeT BCE mepeHecTH B cTonuily, rae Aup [Iuizions, Ykao YKUMKH U MaJIONeTHUN
MMIIEPATOP BCTPETST CBOM KOHEIl. B OTHO MTHOBEHNE BCE U3MEHUTCS, ¥ TOT{Ia OH IPUTOIUTCS.



YXa0-BaH Ha MTHOBEHHE OIleIleHel, I0OYYBCTBOBAB CTPaX, HO OH OBLICTPO PAaCCEsyICS, YCTYIINB MECTO
aMOMIIMSIM U KeJIaHWSIM, XOTSI OH BCE elllé He M0 KOHIIa MoHUMaJ cyioBa [y CioaTaHa.

Iy CroaTaH rimy00KO IMOKJTOHUIICS, C XOJIOMHOW YCMEIIKO! B myIie. B 3ToM MUpe nerde BCEro nouMarTh
Y UCII0/Ih30BaTh UMEHHO aMOUIINH,

OH ponro o6cyxpan ¢ YKao-BaHOM, ¥ KOTHa IIOKUAJ IBOPEL], yKe HacTynaau cyMepku. BeuepHuit
CBET TIafiaJl Ha ABOPLIOBLIEe CTeHHl, U [y Cro3TaH, IMsAfas Ha HUX, BCTIOMHUII O TAJeHUH JBOPIIA KHS35
V.

HeKOTOpre TMopazKeHus IMMPOUCXOOAT He IIPU MaJeHUuM CTEH, a oA APKHUM COJIHIIEM.

B rny6une 3anagHo yactu ropofa Lluub FO# cKpeiBasics B TeMHOTe, Habmonast 3a purypoit [y
CroaTaHa, C HeTepIeHNeM U 37I0CThI0 CKa3all:

— Mou maHe He Takue.

— Bam nman — uToOw! JIuHb BaHb(3H yexas BMECTE C BAMU, UCYE3HYB U3 CTOIUIIL, — CIIOKOWHO
otBeTun [y CroaTaH.

— Bepno, — Lluns 0ii ygapui no nNogjaoKOTHUKY, clioKoucTBUE [y Cro9TaHa TOIBKO pPa303JIUJIO €ro.
— IlycTh OH ye3xkaeT, ceityac, 4eM OBICTPee, TeM JIyyllle.

— 4 noHuUMal.
— Torpa mouemy...
— Ho s He cornacen, — [Iy CioaTaH ocTaBajCs CIIOKOMHBEIM, HO TBEPIBIM.

[uup KO Ha MTHOBEeHME 3aMep, YYBCTBO Oeccuusi, 3HaKOMOe eMy MHOTO JIeT Ha3afl, BepHy/1ock. OH
nocmotpen Ha [y CioaTaHa, IOTHSI PYKY, B3OOXHYI U CHAJICS.

— Ilouemy octaBuTh ero? OH He OOVH U3 HaC, PAHO UM MIO3THO...

Ero cnoBa cHoBa Ovnu pepBaHkl [Iy CioaTaHOM, KOTOPHIM CHEJIa Iar BIepen U cKasal:
— IToToMy 4uTO B BallleM IJIaHe €CTb IPO0esI, U s He MOTY 3TO UTHOPUPOBATE.

— Kakoit mpo6en? — Lunsb FOii, pa3gpaXKEHHBIHM TOCTOSTHHEIMU TPEPHIBAHUSIMU, CITPOCHII.
— B nmane ecth Bce, KpoMe Bac, — [y CrosTaH OIyCTHUII TOJIOBY.

[TnaH kHg35 L[3uHb OB TIIATEIHHO MIPOAyMaH: KakK CIlaCTH MaJioJIeTHEro UMIlepaTopa U ABOpP, Kak
3apy4uThCs MoamepkKKou YkKao YKunnHa, faxe Kak CIPaBUTHCSI ¢ MUHBI09 U OCTaTKaM# YxKao
IIOCJIe UX YHUYTOXKEHUS.

Ho B HEM He OBIJIO CaMOI'0 KHS35 LI31Hb, YTO 3aCTABUIIO Hy CrostaHa 3aAyMaTbCsA, BO3BMO2XKHO, KHA3b
LI3vHbE HUKOTda He IIJIaHUPOBAJI «KBO3POAUTHCA». HOSTOMY 4 X049y OCTAaBHUTH B BallleM CepAale 49TO-TO,
YTO 3aCTaBUT KHA35 L[BI/IHL «BEPHYTBCA».

Huup KO mocMoTpen Ha Hero, YyBCTBYSI OHHOBPEMEHHO BUHY U JIETKYIO PafoCTh.

— He 6ecnokoiitecs, — [y CioaTaH, yBUIEB ero MOTYaHKe, OUIMO0YHO UCTOIKOBAN ero. — Ero He
pa3obmauyut Yxkao-BaH.



— ITouemy? — Lunb FO# paccesHHO CIPOCHUII.

Iy CroaTaH, rIsiOst Ha HEro, II0YeMy-TO YCMEXHYJICSI ¥ CITOKOMHO pacCKa3asl UCTOPHUI0, KOTOPYIO OHHU C
Y3Ka0-BaHOM IIPUIYMaJIH.

Hunp KO, BCE elé nmeiTasch n30exkaTh BOJTHEHUS, BBLI3BAHHOTO PAfIOCThI0, 3aMep Ha MECTE... ITO
OEeMCTBUTEJILHO COBHafeHue!

— Yymb! — pa3paincs OKpUK, MATKUN U MEJIOOUYHEIM, 663 rHeBa.

Luub KO# ounymncs, moBepHyJca U yBumen JIuab Banb(daHa, CTOSIIET0 PAOOM U C HETOJOBaHUEM
cMOTPpsiLIero Ha HuxX. Korma aToT mapimuBel] mogkpascs? B mocmegHee BpeMsi OH CTaJl CIUIIKOM
CKPBITHBIM.

— Cs0 ®3H, — Lunub KO# npepsan ero. — He rpy6u rocnoguny Iy.

Iy CioaTaH nopHs OPOBY, TS Ha HETO:

— JTO0 IO TBoel 0e30IIaCHOCTH, a TakXe 0e30IIaCHOCTH KHA3L.

OH nokmoHuICS KH310 LI3uHL 1 moGaBuUiI:

— MHe nopa unrtu, 6eperute ceods.

Kamrens... Bo BpeMsi Mpa3mHUKOB IOANEPKUBATh TPHU I'JIaBHl B IeHb 0KA3aJ0Ch CII0KHO, TI09TOMY

OCTaHyCh Ha [IBYX.
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