— ¥V MeH$ eCTb IJ1aH, — OMYyCTUB roo0BYy, cKa3an [y Cioatad. — { rosopun Yxkao-BaHy, 4To JIMHb
Banbh3H, BEPOSATHO, U3 I0KHBEIX 3€MeJIb, 1 MOXKHO MPEACTaBUTh €r0 KaK CTaporo 3HaKOMOT'0 IIapCTBa
y.

— Boit YK9HIMH He MOBEPUT TaK IIPOCTO U 00s3aTEILHO HAYHET pacciiefioBanue... — ECu Tak, To
LIsHBUSHB U cecTpulla XyH ToXe OyIyT BTSHYTHL.

— Her, JIy Llyn HaxoguTcs B 3eMyiax Y u 6yeT KOOPAUHUPOBaThH CO MHOU. YTo KacaeTcst Yxkao-
BaHa... — [y Ci09TaH y3KHUMHU I'/la3aMy IOOMUTHYJI €My U YIIBIOHYIICS:

— OH [aBHO 3HAaET, YTO g KOrAa-TO CIyKuil mof HavyanoMm @y FOuckhL.

Bor xak! lluns FOi1 3aropesncs ¥ KUBHYIL:

— { ToxXe paHbIlle HaMePEHHO BBOAUI YKao-BaHa B 3a01TyK[eHNe, TaK 4TO 3TO Oy[eT HECI0KHO.
— TonbKo B 3TOM Clly4yae OH He CMOXKeT ITOKUHYTh AHbSH, — npogonxkun [1y Coo3TaH.

— Xwm, — Iuns FO#t HeEMHOT0 ITOME[INII, HO BCE XKe KuBHYN. — [lepenaiite JIy LlyHy, 4TOOE OH HU B
KO€eM CJIy4yae He OOIMYCTHUJI OIINOO0K.

— PgmoM ¢ BaMu eCTh elllé OgquH YeJIOBeK?

— OtnpasbTe ero, — rycteie 0poBu [unb FOst cHoBa caBuHYyMCh. OH OPOCUIT B3TJISAM Ha TEHDb B YTIIy
rajepey U Cepbe3HO CKas3al:

— K Ang 1I351118.
— Anp 3binu, — [Ny CrosTal HaxMypUICsd, HEMHOTO IOAYMaJsl U KUBHYIIL:
— Xopo110, 1 MOHSII.

CoJHIle TIOCTETIEHHO KJIOHUIOCH K 3aKaTy. [y CiloaTaH BCTaJl, TISIAS HA eT0 HOTY, TIOOHSI PYKY, HO He
TI0OCMeJl TPUKOCHYThCs. Ha n0y kHsA34 L[3uHS BeICTyNana MeJIKas UcllapuHa. bonb 0T mepenoma,
IOJIZKHO OBITH, HEBEIHOCKMA, HO KHsI3b L[3UHB Tepmer.

— Bpau ckopo npupnért. A cam mo3abouyck, 4ToOs YkKao-BaH HUUET0 He 3arofo3puil. He BOJHYHUTECH.
— Cnacu6o, — Iunpb FO# ynreIOHYICS U KUBHYIIL.

OTu coBa 671aTONAPHOCTH 3BYYasIU CIUIIKOM CTpaHHO. [Iy Cl03TaH IMOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO, KAXKETCS,
eIII€ YTO-TO XOTeN CKa3aTh, HO He 3HAJI, YTO UMEHHO.

— MHe HYXHO UATH, MHaUYe YKao-BaH 3alom03PHUT.
Luup KO KUBHYII, IPOBOXKas €ro B3TJISAOM, U Ha ero Jiklle TIOSBUIIOCH KonebaHue.

— T'ocmioxa Cy... — OH BCE XKe He ClepKaJics, HO He yCIlell 3aKOHYMTh, Kak [y CioaTaH pe3Ko
OCTAHOBHUJICS, 00EPHYJICS ¥ HETIOABUKHO CMOTPEN Ha HeTo.

— Tlo3gpaensito, — Lunpk FO#, Tsims Ha ero BeIpaXKeHue, BHIIAINII, 0TKAa3aBIIMCh OT IIEPBOHAYAIBHOM
MbIc/id. Ha caMoM fiesie OH XOTeJI CIIPOCUTh, OCTAHETCs JIu rocrmoxka Cy?

Bposu [y CiosTaHa efiBa 3aMeTHO OporHyiu. CMOTPS Ha YejioBeKa repef co00i, OH TOYyBCTBOBAJI,



KaK CepAIe HaKOHeIl YCIIOKOUIIOCE.
— Crmacubo.

Ero mopmon ucues 3a mBephio. Liuap KO cMOTpen HEKOTOPOEe BpeMsi, 3aTeM B3[MOXHYIT ¥ 3aKPHLT I'1a3a.
[TocTossHHAs 00Jb B HOTE BHE3AIHO IepecTaja OIIymaThCs, OYATO e€ YTO-TO IEePEKPHITIO.

CkobKO OBl KPaCHBHIX CJI0OB HU OBIIO, YOUICTBO HEBUHHBIX — 3TO 3710. LluHb KO, CKOMBKO ele
JIOfie THI Pa3pYLIUIND, ITPEXIE YEM OCTAaHOBHUIITHCS !

Pesupgennus Cioa

C103, IpaBhHIli MUHUCTD, BEPHYBIIUCE, HOITO CAOEeN B KabuHeTe. Bo mBope OBINIO IepPeBO C TYCTOM
JINCTBOM, CO37laBaBlllee MPOoXJIafiHyio TeHb. [Iy CioaTaH B3TJISHYJ Ha HETO U IOCIEIIHO OTBEJI Tla3a.

KHs3b, g X04y, 4TOOH! BBl 00HSNIU MeHS. f X04y, 4TOOBI BE B3/IM MEHS 3a PyKYy U CKa3asiu He
yXOOUTh. & X04y, 4TOOHI BHI JIFOOUNIK MEHS, KaK paHblie!

¢ HeHaBUXKY BCe IO3[paBieHus, 0COOeHHO Ballu!

BpeMs Ha camMOM fejie KOPOTKO, HO U JONro. Bpems ¢ Kus3eM LI3nHEM KOPOTKO, a OCTalIbHOE — 3TO
nonroe BpeMs 6e3 Hero. KHs3b, Korga s yIyCTHUIL...

— locnoguH, — rocnoxa Cy He3aMeTHO OKa3aslach PSIOM, CMOTPS Ha HEero ¢ 3ab0Toii:
— Yto ¢ BamMu?

Ia, KaxeTcs, s JaBHO 3TO MOHSJI, HO YTO Xe 3TO... [ly CI03TaH BepHYJICS K pealbHOCTH, IIOCMOTPEIT
Ha Heé H, YIBIOHYBIIKUCH, TTOKaYvasl TOJI0BOM:

— Huuyero.

l'ocmoxka Cy BHUMATEJIBHO IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha HETO, YYBCTBY{A, 4YTO B HEM 4YTO-TO HN3MEHHNJIOCH, HO HE
MOTJia IIOHSATH, YTO UMEHHO.

— l'ocymapCTBeHHEBIE [iefla YTOMUTEIbHBL, TakK YTO MTOKa 3abyapTe 0 HUX, — rocmoxa Cy yneiOHyIach
eMy, MATKO CKa3aB:

— YXuH roTos.
— Xoporno, — [y CioaTaH KUBHYJI, BhIlIe/I U3 KaOWHETa ¥ OCTAHOBUIICS B ITyCTOM ABOPE.

[TopsIB BeTpa 3acTaBujI I'yCTYyI0 JIUCTBY IIJlaTaHa 3aurypiraTh. ['ocroxka Cy 3Hasa, 9YT0 OH JII0OUT
CTOSITh TIOf] IEPEBOM B OOMHOYECTBE, CJIETKA MTOJHSB T'OJI0BY, CJIOBHO YTO-TO HIIET.

Ho ceropgus [y CioaTaH mogomIEN K IEPEBY, HOTPOHYIICS [0 TPy00i KOPHL U [HOMTO... HOITO CTOSI...

Oxa3srIBaeTcs, MUp C BaMu 1 6e3 Bac Tak pa3nudeH. KHg3b, Ha 9TOT pa3 gaBalTe KaXObl OymeM B
nopsinke, 60bIlle He NCYe3auTe, XOPOIIO?

— l'ocnoxy Cy meiCTBUTENIBHO HYKHO YOUTH? — KTO-TO TUXO CIIPOCHUJ ¥ HETO.

— Her, npocTo xoueTcst youts e€, — orBetun L{uns Oii.



B TemHOTe pa3gancs cMmelnok. Lluas F0# B eqUHCTBEHHOM JIyde CBETa YBHUIEI cebs, C
OKPOBABJIEHHEIMHU PYKaMH ¥ JIUIIOM.

— Ax! — OH pe3Ko OJHSAJICS U CHOBa ynaj, 00JIb BepHyJach, ¥ 100 CHOBA ITOKPHIICS MEIKOU
VICIIAPUHOU.

CKpI/Il'I ,]:[Bep]: OTKDPGHBIJIACh, ¥ B OBEPSAX IIOABUIICA JIuHb BaHB(bSH, Oep2Ka IIOOJCBEYHHUK.
— YTto CJ'Iy‘-II/IHOCB? — THXO CIIPOCHII OH.

Csio @3H... llunp FOi noBepHYIICS, CBET CBeUU NTOAUEPKHYJTI €r0 KPacoTy, 3acTaB/isis Ha MTHOBEHHE
3aMepeTh.

— Hwuuero, unu carte.

[TorsinyB omesino, Lunb FOit Monmya nér. JIunb BaubdaH cMOTpen Ha HETO HEKOTOPOE BpeEMS,
YYBCTBYS, KaK 4TO-TO KOJIbHYJIO B cepAlle, He O0JIbHO, HO SICHO.

Caet morac, fBepb 3akpbinack. Lluub FOif cMOTpen B TEMHOTY, BCIIOMUHAS TOJIBKO YTO
npousomieniiee. Ha aTOT pa3 Tl PUILIET CTIacaTh, He... He COBepInay 00JIbIlle 371a, MHAYe MOTyYuIllh
BO3Me3[ue, LIeCTol rocnoguH bai.

[IBopen Yxao-BaHa

— Tr1 roBoputb, 4To JIuHs BaHb()3H — CcTaphbiil 3HAaKOMHIY 1IapcTBa Y? — YkKao-BaH, CTOS CIIMHOH, C
COMHEHHUEM CIIPOCHUII.

Iy CrosTaH KUBHYIL:

— Ila, mocne cMepT KHA34 Y OH uc4eld. OKa3anock, UYTO OH CKPHIBAJICA B CTONHUIIE, HO KaK OH
II03HAKOMMUIICS C KHsI3eM [I31HeM, Hen3BeCTHO.

— OTOT 4eJioBeK... II0JIe3eH?

— JIluab Baub(3H U KHS3b Y... X OTHOIIEHUS CI0XKHE, — [y Cl03TaH HaMepPeHHO YKJIIOHUYHUBO
OTBETUJI, 3aTEM IIPOIOJIKUIL:

— OH HEUKOTMa He MOmuYuHUTCS Y2Kao, HO ¥ He 00beUHUTCS C KHsI3eM LI3uHeM. CTapeie YUHOBHUKH
Y cumrator kHA34 LI3uHsg BparoM. JIuab BaHb(haH, CKPHIBAIOIIUKCS B CTONIMIIE, — 9TO HE IPOCTO TaK.
Y Oy IOucH pa3Befka 10 BCeEMY MUDY, B CTOJIAIIE HaBEPHSIKA €CTh IIIUOHEL.

Ykao-BaH BCIOMHUIT nu1io JInab BanbhaHa u cornmacumncs. Ecu 9TOT 4emoBeK OeiCTBUTENTBHO OBIT
PSAIOM C KHsI3eM Y, BCE He TaK IIPOCTO.

— Torpga, MOOUMEBEI MUHUCTP, KakK, T0-TBOEMY, CTOUT MOCTYTIUThH?

— Y MeHs OBLI0 HECKOIBKO BCTpeu ¢ JInHb BaHb(hIHOM, ¥ T HEMHOTO er0 3Hal. JINYHO 5 CYUTalo0, YTO
JIydlile OCTaBUTh ero ¢ KHg3eM L[3uHeM. Bo-iepBLIX, 0HM TOUHO He 00beIUHSATCS, & BO-BTOPHIX, 3TO
II03BOJIUT BHISICHUTH, YTO UMEHHO 3aMbiluIsieT JIuub BaubhaH, — ocTopoxkHO cka3an [y CioaTtaH.

Kaxetcsi, 6omee mogxopsiero crnocoda HeT. KHs3b LI3UHb CIIUIIKOM XUTPHIN, HaXke eCcliy IoCIaTh
MOBEPEeHHHIX JII0eH, HU4Yero He YOacTCs y3HaTh. JIydIile 0CTaBUTh 9TUX ABOUX BPAroB B OMHOM
KOMHaTe, YTOOHI YBUOETh, B UEM HX 3ar0BOp.



— XM, — Yxkao-BaH KUBHYII, corjacuBuuck ¢ Iy CioaTaHoM, 3aTeM J00aBU:

— A 41O Hac4et gpyroro?

— ITO0 MPOCTO HAEMHUK, HaHATHIM KHSI3eM L[3uHeM. YbeiiTe ero, — 6e3pa3nuyHo ckalas [y CioaTaH.
YkKa0-BaH He CTAJl COMHEBATLCS U CKa3asl:

— B JIyusne AHb LI3b11IM B TTOCTIeIHEE BpEMST aKTUBU3UPOBacs. ApMusi YKao B CTOTMYHON 0071aCTH
CcpaxaeTcs ¢ apMuei LI3gHbINH He CIUIIKOM ycrelHo. bay YKSHIMH IIpeaiaraeT caenaTth naysy u
IIPOMOJIXKUTE HaCTyIJIeHNE K KOHIY OCEHHU.

— 9r0... — [y CroaTaH Ha MrHOBEHUe 3aKojiebascs, 3aTeM, CJI0KHUB PYKH, CKa3a:
— B 3TOM BOIIpOCe Balll ciiyra IJIyIl, IPOLIy Ballle BEICOUYECTBO PEIIUTh.

— JI106UMBIFt MUHUCTD, TOBOPUTE TIPSIMO.

— Kua3p, — [y CioaTaH B3gOXHYJI, HAXMYPHJICS U CKa3a:

— 41 cyuTalo, YTO €C/IU OTIOXKUTD M0 OCEHHU, 3TO Oy[IeT HEBLITOMHO A apMuu Yxkao. He 3a0wiBaiiTe,
KHs3b AHBbCSTH B CuHbsiHEe U BaH 2Ky B [I[yHBsIHE — 3TO Te, KTO KOMUT CHIBEl. OHU OOJIbIE, YeM apMus
YxKao, XOTAT nepensliky. YTo Kacaetcd AHb LI3biu... {1 He pa3 roBOpus, 4To MapKu3 AHbOUH HE
OymeT mecTBOBaTh, HO b3l YK9HIMH He BepuT. f He Xx0uy 6osiblle TOBOPUTD, YTOOL HEe BEI3BATh
pasmopoB B apcTBe Yxkao.

— JIroOMMBIM MUHUCTP, Tl TaK YBEPEH?

— Ecnu Anb L[3b11IM BEICTYTIUT, S TOTOB OTHATh CBOIO TOJIOBY, YTOOH! YCIIOKOUTH BCEX, — CEPhE3HO
cka3zan [y CroaraH.

— JIroO6MMBIM MUHUCTP, HEe HYKHO 3TOT0, — Y2Kao-BaH OCTAHOBHUJI €70, 3aTeM J00aBHII:
— 41 Bepio Tebe.

[Tocre eré HeckonbKux o0cyxmenust Iy CroaTaH ymanuics. Yxkao-BaH, 00epHYBIINCH, BCIIOMHHUIT
eIIé OOHO OeJo:

— Hora kua34 Li3uHs...

— 4 yXe oTmpaBu JieKaps, HO UMIIePaTOPCKUii Bpay CKa3al... YTO OH 0OOJIbIe HEe CMOXKET CTOSITh.
Xa-xa... YKao-BaH yCMeXHYJICs, 00epHYJCS U CKa3aJl:

— OueHb x0po1IOo!

3amagHas 4acTh ropofa, 4BOP. BHe3amHo OTKPEIIKUCE BOPOTa, U Iy CrosTaH ¢ cojijaTaMy BOpBaiCa
BHYTpb. OCMOTPEB [ABODP, OH IOAHSI PYKY, IPUKa3kbIBas CcoigaTaM AeicTBoBaTh. Oduuep
HaCTOPOKEHHO ITIOCMOTPEJI, CTpaXu cxBaTuiu JInHb BaHb(aHa, rpymnmna 6poHUPOBaHHBIX CTPaKHUKOB
BBIOHMIA OBEPD, BHITammIa Ljoii ®3HXyas U mMoBejIa K BOPOTaM.

— Bum...

— 3atkaucs! — lluns KO#, cups Ha cTyne, pe3Ko KpUKHYIIL.



Jluap BaHb()3H MOCIYIIHO 3aMOI4asl, TOIBKO B3TJIsA[, OPOIIIEHHEIN Ha Hero, OBLUT cllerKa
HEIOBOJIbHLIM. JTOT Bail cTaHOBUIICS BCE 00JIe€ BCIIBIIbYUBHIM.

Iy CroataH yBen Lot ®3uxyas, mepen yxomoM 6pocuB B3risa Ha Llune FOs. ToT He3aMeTHO KUBHYIL.
IBepb 3akprinack. Lluas KO moBepHY ronoBy U yBUAeN, 4To JIuHb BaHb()3H HETIOJBUKHO CMOTPUT
Ha Hero, B3rJIs CTPaHHbIN.

— IlogBe3u MeHs BHYTDb.
JIuub Banb()3H OM0XKUI PYKY Ha CTYII, TIOABE3 €TI0 BO [BOP, 3aTEM OTOIIEN Ha Iar ¥ CKa3all:
— Crapuk, MOCUAY Ha COJIHIIE.

A? Tlpexpe 4eM OH yCIles CIIpOCUTh, JIuHb BaHb(3H yKe BepHyJca B foM. Lluas FOu mocMoTpen Ha
nassiiee ColHIEe, 3aTEM B IOM, IIOTEP HOC ¥ BAPYT 3aCMeSiJICS.

[TapmwuBsern, mouyemMy TH BAPYT CTaJl HOPMaJIbHEIM!

Cromnuna.
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