— JItoOUMBIF MUHUCTD, IIPOIIY, IOTHUMUTECH, — C OoOpOXkKenaTeTbHBIM BUOM CKa3asl YKao-BaH,
MaxHYB PyKO#. — §1 MOHMMaIO Ballly IPefaHHOCTb.

— Bnaropapio, kug3b, — [y CioaTaH BCTall.

— JIroOMMBI MUHUCTD, KHA3b LI3MHL BOCKpEC U3 MEPTBHIX. EC/TM 9Ta HOBOCTh PACIIPOCTPAHUTCS, 3TO
BBI30BET Oypio B Mupe. Kak BE cunuTaeTe, 4TO 00Jiee BRITOJHO [AJIS I[apCTBa YKao: KU3Hb UM CMEPTh
KHA34 1I3uHg?

BripaxeHnue nuna [y CioaTaHa cTajio cepbe€3HEIM. HeHafonro 3agymMaBIIuCh, OH OTBETHI:

— Ku3sHs.

— [MTouemy? — Yxkao-BaH HaxMypua GPOBH.

Oy Croartas, Ha0Onrofas 3a ero BhIpaXkKeHUeM JIdlla, HaMepeHHO HeMHOT0 IOMEe[IJIUI U CKas3al:

— Mup cunbHO U3MEHUIICS, ¥ KHsI3b LI3WHb yXKe He Tak BaXkeH, Kak paHbine. OMHAKO OH BCE elé
MOZKeT OBITH [IOJIe3€EH.

Yxkao-BaH npomosyas, u [y CroaTaH IpOAOJIKHUI:

— Bes3zakonue fAusb [Iu13t0HS BEI3BajI0 BCceobIiee HeMOBOILCTBO Hapoga. MHOTHEe B MUPe
COUYYBCTBYIOT KH$310 1[31H1I0. OH MOXKeT 00beIMHUTH HAPO[ 1 ITO3BOJIUT BaM, KHSI3b, 0OBUHUTH
HMmnepaTopckuii oBop 1 HU3M0XKUTH CriHa Heba.

— 39T0... — YXKao-BaH BCE eIé OBl B HEKOTOPOM 3aMelllaTeIbCTBe.

— Kus3p, — npogomxun o0bsicHATh [y Clo3TaH, — Te, KTO TOIHUMaeT 3HaMs CIIPaBeI/IMBOCTH, He
o6BuHsI0T ChiHa HebOa, a roBopsT, YTO MapKu3 Baub cOun ero ¢ nytu. [laxke eciu Ka3HUTh AHb
[ITu1310HS ¥ OPYTHX, BH, KHSI3b, HE CMOXKETE HAIIPSIMYI0 ITPOBO3TIACUTh cebst uMmmepaTopoM. bosee
TOTO, BaM MPUAETCS XOPOIIo 00pallaThCs C TAKUMHU CTapPBIMU YMHOBHUKAMM, KakK BaH LIsTHBX9, MHaUe
3T0 OymeT CUMTAThCS y3ypHalKel BIaCcTH, U BHl IIOTepsieTe JoBepue Hapoma. Ho eciu y Bac B pykKax
OymeT KH3b L[3UHB, BCE U3MEHUTCS.

— Ho nocne Husnoxenus CoiHa Heba roe Torma 6ymeT MecTo ans KHS3s L[3uHs?
— Ku43s, KT0 nyuine KHa35 L[31HS MODOUOET Ha POJIb MAPUOHETKH Ha TPOHE?

YKao-BaH 3aMep Ha MECTe, BHYTPEHHE IOTPSCEHHEIN. [Ipexkie 4eM OH ycCIien 3aaTh Bompoc, Iy
CroaTaH r1y00KO IIOKJIOHUJTICS EMY.

— B cTonuiie Oosblile HET CTAphIX CTOPOHHUKOB KHA35 LI3uHsA. BHyTpH BE MOoXKeTe 00heJUHUTD
CTpaHy, He omacasch NpensaTcTBUil. CHapyXKu CTapble TeHepasbl IjapcTBa L[3uHb pa3pO3HEHE,
JIIIUBIIKCH 3HaMeHU KHA34 L[3uHA. Y HUX HEeT APYyroro BbIX0Aa, KpOMe KakK IIOAYHUHUTHCS.
EnuHcTBeHHas yrpo3a — Asb L[3binu. be3 3samenu KHA34 L[31HA ¥ HAXOOsCh B OQUHOYECTBE B
IOaJIEKOM IoxXomde, apMus YKao CMOXKeT 3aCTaBUTh MapKu3a AHbIMHA ITOKOPUTHCS.

I'ma3a Ykao-BaHa 3aroperch, HO OH BCE XKe CIIPOCHUII:
— A kKaxk HacueT apmuu CeBepHOM! I'PaHUIIBI?

— Kyn IlIu — Bcero nuIb rIynsi resepant. [locie Toro Kak Mbel pa36epeéMcst C 10roM, Bhl, KHSI3b,
CMOZKeTe UCII0NIb30BaTh UMS KH3s LI3uHs, uToOH nocesiTh pa3nop Mexnay Ky [IIu, Yxkao u Banow,



— nonymMas, Iy CioaTaH 106aBUII:

— IIBecTtu ThICSY conpaT CeBepHOM TPaHUIIL 0 CHUX IIOP 3aBUCST OT ITOCTABOK ITPOBU3UU C OBIBIIKX
3eMesb apcTBa LI3uHb, Takux Kak okpyr AHb. Ecnu reHeparnsl L[3WHSI MOMUUHSATCS, a IOCTaBKU
IIPEKPATATCS, YTO HaM Torga 60AThCs?

— JTto6uMBIFi MUHUCTD, BalllM CJI0BA OTKPHIIM MHE Tla3a, — YKao-BaH nopomien u nmomor [y Cioatany
TIOOHSATHCS.

Iy Cio3TaH CKPOMHO YJBIOHYJICS, HO HUYEro He ckaldau. Cobupasicy yiTu, OH ObLT OCTaHOBIIEH UXKao-
BAHOM, KOTOPHIH 100aBUJI:

— Kus3sp LI3unb KoBapeH, OyabTe BHUMATEIbHEI.
— Kua3s! — Iy CioaTaH ObUI IOTPSICEH, HO COXPAHUII camMoobiafaHue.

— Boit YK9HIMH BpaXxayeT ¢ KHA3eM LI3uHeM, M03TOMy 5 opy4ar 3TO BaM, — UYKao-BaH yTEILIU
ero:

— K cyacTeio, kH43b L[3UHB y2Ke He TOT, YTO paHblle. Teneps, CO CIOMaHHOM HOTOU, OH HUKyHa He
[EHeTCs.

[Maneiet [y CrosTaHa OPOTHYIIH, €fiBa cAepkKuBas ce0si. ['Ty00KO IOKIOHUBIINCH, OH CKPBII
XOJIOMHBIN OJIEeCK B rila3ax:

— Bam ClIyra IPUHXMAET IIPUKA3.

— Yro TH cka3an? — L{uns FOit pe3ko BcTasl, HO, IEPHYB paHy, ymnan o6paTHo. — Ci03 Oy cpasy
coryacuics?

JIuub Baub(doH HaXMypPUIICS, TAAS Ha HETO, U KUBHYI:
— Ia.

Bposu Luub 05 omyCTUIHCH, ¥ OH 3aAyMaJsiCs, MBITasICh IOHSATH, B YEM TYT feio. MoxeT OviTh, Ci03
®y He npeniaH YXKao-BaHy, a CIIYKUT APYroMy roCliofuHy? ECu Tak, TO KTO XKe CTOUT 3a HUM?
HeynusutenbHO, 4TO apMus YKao Tak CIELIUT...

— Ccc... — 601b B HOT€e 3aCTaBUJIa €T0 BEPHYTHCS K peanbHOCTU. OIyCTUB B3TJIAM, OH yBULEI JIMHE
Banb(daHa, mpuceBLIero pagoM. — YTo TH geflaelb?

JInub Baub()oH U3MEHUIICS B JIUIlE, CKaJl I'yOB ¥ HUYEero He cKa3ail. [IpofepKaBIIch HEKOTOPOE
BpPEMsI, OH PE3KO0 BCTaJ ¥ YIIET.

— lecroii roctiopun bai, — c3agu Bowmén [{ior ®3HXy3H, B3TJISHY Ha €Tr0 HOTY U C BHYTPEHHUM
B3[J0OXOM CKa3aJI:

— Yxa0-BaH CIUIIKOM XeCTOK. — OH faxe He [IpUCIal Bpayva.
Xa... KTo He xkectok? Luns FOu ycMexHyncs:

— He BonHyilics, CKOPO KTO-TO MPUAET KO MHe. — OH IIOCMOTPENT B HallpaBlieHUe, KyAa yien JInHb
BanbdaH.



Lron ®3uXy3¥ NOCIEeN0Ball 3a ero B3IrJIAN0M, CIIerka HaxMypuJcs, cell Hanpotus Luss 10g u ckasan:
— IMlecToii rocnoguH bayi, Kak yCTPOEH TBOU MO3T?

— Yro?

— Pa3 THI 3aTesn Takyio 60IbIIYI0 UTPY, IOYEMY He MOT 3apaHee paccKa3aTh MapIIMBIY? 3aueM...

— IToromy uto Bait YK9HUMH CIUIIKOM yMeH. UToOb 06MaHyTh YMHOTO YeJIoBeKa, JI0Kb NOIKHA
OBITH 0COOEHHO ITPaBHONOn00HOM, U 00JIh TOXKE MOIKHA OBITH HacTosIe. HeT Hu4ero nmpaBauBee,
yeM II0JIHOe HeBeleHue, — CIOKOMHO oObsacHui Luns HO1.

CHUIIKOM CJI0KHO, HEBO3MOXKHO pa300paTh, eyasb 3TO UM PafocTh. Llion ®3HXysH HEe MOT
coepXkaTh BHYTPEHHET0 B3[0Xa, HO C YIPIMCTBOM CIIPOCHIL:

— Ho pa3Be mManeHbKUY KpacaBUMK CMOXKET 3TO BhIIepKaTh? Pa3Be 9T0 He xKeCToK0? — [I11s1 Bac
OBOUX.

— Ho mo kpatie#t mepe oH 6ynmeT xKuth, — Llunb FOit omyCcTuI ronoBy, CHOBa KOCHYBIIKUCH
HepUTOBOM NOfIBECKU. Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE OH TUXO0 H00OaBUII:

— 4 Bo3mely emy.

[Tomo6ubie Benu Luub KO# Bugen MHOTO pa3 B cBoel xkKu3HU. OH He MOT 1103BONIUTh JIuHb BaHbGhaHy
CTaTh pa3MeHHOM MOHeTOM YxKao-BaHa. TOIBKO IIPEeBpPaTUB €T0 BO Bpara, Y2Kao-BaH 3aX04eT
IIPUBJIEYb €70 Ha CBOIO CTOPOHY, M OH CMOKET MCII0/Ih30BaTh BCE, YTOOBI HAUTH MY Th K CIIaCeHUIO.

— Xe... Uto TH Bo3MecTulns? — o1 O3uXysu ycMexHyncsa. OH MPOCTO CIPOCUJI, He CUUTas, 4YTO KTO-
TO KOMY-TO YTO-TO [OJIKeH. KTO U3 HUX IBOUX KOMY HOJIZKEeH?

— MupHoe Heb0, CTIOKOMHYI0 XK13Hb, 6e3 KH34 L[3uHs, 6e3 UxkKao-BaHa, 6€3 BcexX 3TUX OOJTbHBIX
JIIome.

Cnosa mecToro rocrnonuta bas mpo3By4anu TBEpHo. Lot ®3HXY5i1 HE OTBETHUJI, IPOCTO OTOIIEN B
CTOPOHY. JTOT IIecTou rocrnonuH bai 6bi1 emy He3HakoM. OH Impefmo4uTasn Toro 6e33aboTHOTO,
OOITIMBOTO IIECTOT0 TOCIOANHA Bast, KOTOPHIHM Ka3ascsa eMy HaCTOSIIUM. A 9TOT, TKOOBI KHSI3b
[13uHb, OBIT CIUIIKOM BHICOKO ¥ [IaJIeKO, HeSICHBIN U HeYJI0BUMEIH. JIy4dire ObI OH OCTaBasCs B
JIleTeHOax.

Bo pBope Lluub KO cupen B TeHU fepeBa, TIAAS Ha IPOCBETH MEXKAY JIUCThSAMU. f Ke TOBOPHUII, €CIIU
s 6ymy BCE BpeMsi TaKUM CEPbE3HBLIM, Thl MEHS BO3HEHABUIUIIID.

Ha 3akaTe ynuIlsl HEMHOT'O onycTenu. [IoBo3Ka, KaTsSCh [0 KaMEHHOM HOpoTre, HalpaBuiIach BriTy0b
3allaJHOM YaCTH ropofa.

Iy CroaTaH cupes B TOBO3Ke, KPEIKO CXKKUMasi PyKH B pyKaBax. EIlI€ HEMHOTO, ¥ OH He CMOXKET
coepKaTh SMOIMY, HAKOTIMBIINECS 3a [EHb.

[ToBO3Ka KauHyJIach ¥ BHE3AITHO OCTAaHOBMIIACK. [Iy CI09TaH OTKUHYJ 3aHABECKY ¥ MEIJIEHHO BHIIIE].
Bnepenu Ovnu HeOOTbIINE YEPHBIE BOPOTA, OKPYKEHHBIE UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM rBapauei Yxkao-saHa. OH
MallIMHaIBHO TIOMPABUIT XaslaT, MOJOMIEN K BOPOTAM, IOJHSII PYKY, HO BOPYT MMOYYBCTBOBA POGOCTH.

Kus3b LI3UHB KUB... ITOT COH CIIMIIKOM IpekpaceH. B aToT MmoMeHT [y CioaTaH gaxe Ooscs
MIOATBEPOUTH 3TO, IPOCTO XOTEI OCTaBaThCS TAaKUM, CYaCTIUBLIM, KaK MHOTO JIeT Ha3afl, KOorga OH



0e30yMHO JTIO0HUII.

Cxkpur... BopoTta HakoHell OTKpbiTuCh. [y CroaTaH, mogo0paB IOJIE XajiaTa, MeAJIEHHO BOIIEN. B TeHu
IiepeBa, Ha MJIETEHOM Kpeclie, CUfes 4ejoBeK. YEPHEIN XanaT, rycThie 6POBH, HAXMypPeHHEIE, HO
PaCKpHIBIIKECS T'J1a3a, YBUOEB €r0, pa3rIafAuiiCh, U Ha JIUIle IOSBUIACh JIETKas YIIb0Ka.

Tak ato Te! Lunas KO ycmexnHyncsi. HeynuBuTenbHO, TH cpady moragaincs, yeumeB JIudb Banbdana!
— ...J'octoguu [y.

['y6rr Iy CioaTaHa APOTHYJIH, HO OH HAYEro He cKa3ajl. HeMHOro moMefiuB, OH BAPYT OOJBIINMU
IIaraMu TOMAOIIEN K HEMY, ITOTHSII PYKY U KOCHYJICS €ro ImydKa.

IIpaBpa... mpaBga XKuB!

Luns 0¥ cnerka youBuics, TTIIAs Ha HETO, U MTOHSJI, YTO TOT COBCEM He U3MEHUJICS, BCE TAKOU XKe
MSATKUY, COTPeBAOLINN OyIIy.

— locioguH, — OH YIBIOHYJICS, YYBCTBYS, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3, BO3MOXKHO, BCE TOJTYUYUTCS. —
[Toe3xkaiiTe U3 IlapcTBa YxKao.

— Xopotiio.

OHu yneIOHYIHUCH OPYT ApyTy. CKONBKO JIeT MPOLIIO, ¥ BCE 3TU 3allyTaHHbIE OTHOIIEHUS U
He[OIIOHUMaHue HaKOHel] ocTanuch no3angu. Lluus 0 nogymart, 4To Ha 9TOT pa3 OHU XOTs Ol He
OynyT IPOTUBHUKAMHU, CMOTYT CIIOKOMHO 00IaThCa. UTO ellleé MOXKHO KejaTh?

— Baima Hora... — [y CioaTaH omyctun B3rjsan. Hora kHs3s L[3uHS Obllla HeeCTEeCTBEHHO COTHYTA,
YTO 3aCTaBUJIO €T0 Cepale CXKaThCH.

— Huuero, — Liune KO MaxHyJ PyKoii, TOKa3biBasg EMy CECTh psamoM. — [1o3ab6oTbTech 0 Bpade.
— Xopotro, — Iy CioaTaH KMBHYJI, CKUMas PyKU B pyKaBax 1o 1mobereHus KOCTSIIEK.

uup KO KuBHYI, HUYEro He m0o0aBiss, U, TISAM BIepéen, OrICTpo coOparcs:

— Ykao-BaH He CTOUT OECIIOKOMCTBA, HO B3t YK3HIKH CIIUIIKOM OCTOPOXKeH. ['opox AHBSH...

Iy CroaTaH CMOTpeIl Ha Hero, HeBOJIbHO yibI0asich. KHs3b, 51 2Ke TOBOPHUJI, €CJIM BBl 3aX0TUTE, HUYTO
He OCTAaHOBUT KH34 LI3uHA.

Hemanexko, mox ranepeeit, Jlunb BaubhaH, yBunes ynuioky [y CioaTaHa, CHOBA MOYYBCTBOBAJ
CTpaHHOe 4yBCTBO. Lltor ®oHXYy3M BCTas [103a4U HETO.

— Kro 3T0?
— Cro3 Oy, npaBelii MUHUCTD YXKao.

[TpaBeiit MuHUCTP! Kakas BaxHas HOMXKHOCTE. Llfor ®3HXY5 IOCMOTPEII HEKOTOPOE BPEMSI, 3aTEM C
HelOyMeH’eM CIIPOCHIL:

— OHHU... 3HAKOMEL?

JIuubs Baub(oH U3MEHUIICS B JIUIlE, He OTBETUN U ObICTPO yuién. CTapuk, KpoMe KHA3s L[3uHS,



CKOJIBKO €III€ eCTh Belllel, 0 KOTOPHIX 51 He 3Halo!

— 910T... JIueb Baub(an, — [Iy CroaTaH HEMHOTO ITIOMENJIUI U CIIPOCHUIL:

— YT0 BHI IIJTAaHUPYETE C HUM [eaTh?

— Yxao-BaH ynoMmuHan o Csgo ®ane? — crnpocun Luns 0.

— Her.

— OH HUCIBITHIBAET Bac.

Iy CroaTaH KUBHYII, B3TJISI HEBOIBHO CKOJIb3HYJI B CTOPOHY IOMa, 3aTEM OH BEPHYJICS K Pa3roBOpY:

— Bu1 xoTHTE, 4TOOBI OH OBINT B 6€30MMACHOCTH, BEPHO?

— Ia.
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