— Tocniogun boait, — Luns FO# cTosn y BXxoma, yinei0asick. — Bel uiliete MeHs?

B nydax 3akaTa cTosia purypa, CnoKOrvHas ¥ yBepeHHasd. 5ol YXK3HUKH OBEPHYJICS K HEMY U 4Yepe3
MTHOBEHHE C HEOIPEe[eIEHHEIM YyYBCTBOM IIPOU3HEC:

— BEHI melicTBUTENLHO XKUBH, Balie BricouecTBoO KHSI3b [I3UHbE.
KHa3b... KH3b 1131HB!

JIuab Banb(}aH cMOTpen Ha YenoBeKa, 03aPEHHOI0 TEIILIM CBETOM 3aKaTa, U B €T0 Cepile
TIOJIHSIIaCh MMyTaHUIIA, @ U3 TIyOMHEI OYIIN IOgHSIach ciabas 60b.

Huap FO# CKONB3HYI B3TISAA0M II0 €r0 ULy, MeAJIeHHO MOoOowmen K bait YK9HIMHY, B34JI U3 €T0 PyK
TIOJIBECKY ¥ BHHMATEJIbHO OCMOTPET €€:

— INogapok MOKOMHOT0 UMIepaTopa... HoO OH MIPUHEC TOJIBKO Oefy.
— THr...
*Xgom!*

Jluab Baub(d3H He ycIesn JOTOBOPUTH, KakK IMOYYBCTBOBAJI XKTI'yuyio 007k Ha nulle. ITOT balt cMoTpen
Ha Hero C BhIpaXkeHHeM, KOTOPOTO OH HUKOT/la paHbllle He BUAET.

— ManeHnbKuil HeTofsi, Thl IOCMeJ MeHs npefaaTth, — Lluab KO mOoTpsic pyKou, 3aTeM IIOCMOTPETT Ha
bait Yxsnuuna. — [loipeéMTe, rocnogut bai, y Bac, HaBepHOE, MHOTO [€e]l.

Ba#i YK9HIMH MPUILYPUIICS, B €T0 TJla3ax CBePKHYJa youiicTBeHHas uckpa. Llunb KO CcTOsI, CITOXKUB
PYKH 3@ CIIMHOM, TS Ha 3aKaT Ha TOPU3OHTE, €T0 JINIO ObIIO CITIOKOMHBIM.

[omnroe Bpems crycTs bay YKSHIIMH BOPYT 3aCMesIC:
— Bamre BricouecTBo, 3a 3TH HECKOJIBKO MeCSIEB Bl YCTPOMIX XaocC B [TogHe6eCHOH.
Bcero HECKOJIBKO Mecs1eB?

q OyMaJl, YTO HaKOHEI] 130aBUJICS OT KHS3S ]_[3I/IH]:>, OT BCEro 3TOro0. f X0Ten MOJHAThCI Ha BEPLINHY
TOPEI HOnbNH, YTOORI YBUOETH PACCBET, JIOI‘/JITI/I IO BOCTOYHOT'O HOGGpG}KBH " YBUIOETH 3aKarT, HpOfITPI
4yepe3 SHAMEHUThIE TOPHL U PEKH, YTOOBI Imog OPyruM mMeHeM YBUIETE 3Ty 6eCKpaIZHIOIO CTpPaHy.

Hunp FO# meén, cBsI3aHHBIM 10 PyKaM, ITOATaKABaeMblil BIepEN. YBUIeB OmemHoe MU0 JIMHb
Baubdana u rocnoguHa 11051, OH HaKOHEeI] 0TOPOCUIT BCe MBICIIH, PA3MBIIIIISAS, KaK HAUTH BHIXOT,.

AHBSH.

Luup KO# cugen B MOBO3Ke, YKPaAKOU TIISAs Ha TOPOACKHE CTEHB. AHbSTH HUKOTTa He ObLI
M3BECTHHIM ropoaoM. LI3siHbe, ouapoBaTesIbHBIM U U3BICKAHHBIN, [lasisiH, BeTUYEeCTBEHHbIN U
MOIIHBIY, U CTOJIHULIA, MBIIIHASA U LBETYIas — BCe OHU IIPEBOCXOAUIN AHBSIH B COTHH pas.

T'om Ha3am OH IPHUBEN CIOa apMMI0, BEIHYIUB Y2Kao-BaHa CKIIOHUTH I'0JIOBY. Temeps HacTasa
pacIara.

[ToBO3Ka Me[IeHHO BheXaa B ropofckue BopoTa. Lluub FOit 0TBEN B3TJISAM, B €T0 CepALe MOSBUIACH
cnabast Hamexma. Ecnu 661 MUHBIOS CXBATHJIA €T0, OH OBl y2Ke TaBHO OBUT MEDPTB.



[Toxozxke, OONBIIMHCTBO Belllel B Mupe npeponpeneneHsl. Kak mects FOHbR @351 momKHa OBITH CMBITA
KPOBLIO, TakK 1 Oe3ymue AHb [IIUI310HS HOMKHO OHITh HAaKa3aHo. A ... ST He J0IXKeH OBbIJT HapyIlaTh
CBOE cJ10BO!

[IBoper Yxkao-BaHa.

Luus FOi 1mrar 3a marom AOIIEN g0 IeHTpa 3asa. YKao-BaH MOCTENEHHO CKUMaJT MOATOKOTHUKHI
TPOHA, BOJIHEHHE B €r0 CepAlle POCo, II0Ka OH efiBa MOT ero CIepPKUBATh.

Kus3pb [I3unb... HeT, LIunb FOH, y Te0s1 ToXKe HacTall TaKou JeHb!

— 4 cnpian, y mectoro Opata mpo0ieMsl ¢ HoraMu. EMy cliefyeT MpeaiokKuTh CeCTh.
Huns FOu ornsagen KOJIOHHEL, 3aTeM PE3KO OUHYJICH:

— IIpennoXkuTh CECTh... Xa... YTO ITOCOBETOBAN rocrnonuH bait ueTBEpTOMy Opaty?

— Ilecroit 6pat xo4yeT 3HaTh? — YKa0-BaH HAXMYPHUJIICS, HETOBOJIbHBIM.

— Her, g 3uatw, — Iuns F0it ycMexHYyICs, TTISAsS Ha THEB B rla3axX YKao-BaHa, ¥ C elré 60IbIIuM
Ipe3peHueM ckasan. — Jlydine mocinyiaiTe rocrnoguHa bas. Y6eiiTe MeHs, 4TOOB IIOTOM He KaJeTh.

— Lluns H0#, B 3TOT IEeHb U Yac, 4To ¥ Te0s 0cTanoch, 4YToOH 51 6osics Te0s1? — UYxKao-BaH
YCMEXHYJICSI, HO BCIIOMHUJI 0KHBIU [IPUTr0opox XyaysHa.

— Cam dakKrT, 4TO 51 KUB, 3aCTABISAET BCexX Bac 00aTbcs, — Llunb KO mocMoTpen Ha HETO, CIIOKOWHO U
yBepeHHO. — A ThI, UXa0-BaH, faxe He BXOOUIIL B YHUCJIO TeX, KOTO CTOUT CEPHE3HO OMacaThCH.

— ThI...

— Xa-xa-xa! — Huns KOl rpoMKO 3acMesisics, HaKJIOHUB r010By. — Baie BricouecTBo Ykao-BaH, 5
BUXKY CTpax B TBOUX Ijla3aXx.

— JIromu!

B 3an Bounm fBa cTpaxKHUKA. YKao0-BaH CTOSI Ha UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM JIECTHUIIE, B €T0 rjla3axX Kumesa
sspocTb. Ho B 3arne IIuns IOt mo-npexHeMy 6eCCTPAacTHO CMOTPEIT Ha HET0, CJIOBHO OBINT YBEPEH B
aToM u He Oecrokouscs 00 aToM. OH BCIIOMHUIT C1yxu 0 rope ChidaH.

— Trl He cTOMIIL TOTO, YTOOBI S ITPOJIMBAJ TBOIO KPOBb, — UKa0-BaH cejl 00paTHO U MaxHYJ PYKO#. —
YBemuTe ero u 3amnpure.

— He TpaTs cunsl, g1 He 6yny ciykuTh Tebe. Thl 3TOTO HE 3aCTyKUBaEIlh.
Luus KO mocnenoBan 3a CTpaXKHUKAMU.
Trl He 3aCiyXKUBaeIhb!

YkKao-BaH CHU[IEN B 3aJ1, ero JIUI0 OBIII0 MPAYHEIM. C meTcTBa M [0 CUX II0P OH CJIBIIIAI TaKKE CIJIOBa
0ecuynCcIeHHOe KOTHYeCTBO pas. Tenepb OH OOJIBIIE He XOTeJI UX CJILIIIATE.

— T&I BCcero nulllb Kajieka. Thl IOMMEIIL, KTO Ha CaMOM [eJjie HeIOCTOUH.

— Batre BricouecTBO, — €BHYX, 3aMeTUB Mpa4yHOe BhIpaxkeHue YxkKao-BaHa, OCTOPOXKHO CKa3al. —



l'ocnogun baii TPOCUT ayoueHLUMN.

3a npenenamu 3ana bayi YKIHIMH CTOSAN Y HEQPUTOBOM JIECTHUIIEL, €T0 100 ObIJT HaXMypeH, BrIpaxas
0eCIoKOMCTRO.

— Bame BricouecTBO, BaC IpOCAT BOUTH.

B3t YK9HIMH KUBHYJ ¥ OBICTPO BOIIEN B 3aJl:

— IIpuBeTCTBYIO Ballle BEICOYECTBO. [loueMy Bhl OCTaBuu KHA34 L[3UHb B XKUBHIX?
C TpeBOrou CIPOCHUII OH.

— Ou 6oblie He KHSA3b L[3uHb, — YKa0-BaH HaXMYPHIICS, CJIeTKa HEJOBOIBHEIN OTHOLIEHNEM Bai
UxKsHIIUHA.

— ITaxXe ecyu Tak, 3TOT0 YeJIoBeKa HeJIb3sl OCTaBISATh B KUBHIX. Ecnu [TomHeOecHast, cTapuie
reHepaisl KHS34 L[3WHBL Y3HAIOT, UYTO OH BCE €IIE XKUB...

— JIro6uMBIF MUHUCTP, — Y2Ka0-BaH MpepBaJjl ero, HeNOBOIbHEIA. — ITO AHBSIH. Pa3Be s IT03BOIIIO,
yTOOBI TaKKEe HOBOCTH PACIPOCTPaHMIMCE? KpoMe TOro, OH BCE eIré MOKeT OBITh I0JIe3€eH.

[Tonesen?

baii YK3HIMH B3APOTHYJI, B €T0 CepAlie 3apOAuIoCh TPEBOXKHOE IPeYyBCTBHE:
— Baie BricoyecTBo, TajlaHT KHA34 LI3VHB Jaxke 1 HE MOTY HeOOLIEHUBATG...
— Ou Oorblize He KHA3b L[3uHB! — Ykao-BaH pe3KO KPUKHYIIL.

Bait YKkoHIMH TyT Ke 3aMojidall, C U3yMJIeHNEM U HelOyMeHueM risagd Ha Ykao-Ba"a. Ho ToT
CMOTpeJI B CTOPOHY, IIPOAOJIXKAsA TOBOPUTE:

— OH Bcero nuilb Kajeka, TocrnoguH bait. Thl CIUIIKOM €ro IepeoleHUBAEIIIb.
— TanaHT KHg34 1[3uHb He B er0 pU3NYeCKO cuie, — HacTauBan ban YXKoHIIKH.

— MIMeHHO IT03TOMY OH MOKET CITyKUTh MHe, — YKao-BaH He X0TeJl 0obiie 00CyXKaaTh 3TO ¥ MIPSIMO
CIIpocul. — §1 crblan, ¢ HUM OBUIH elé mBoe?

— Ila, — B3t YkoHI1IMH ObII HEeLOBOJIEH, HO HUUEro He MOT IIOfiesIaTh.
— 3amnpuTe UX BMECTE.

Baut YxksHIUH OTKDPGHIJI POT, HO B KOHII€ KOHIIOB COAJICA, IIOJIYUHUB IIPUKA3, U y'H.IeJ'I C HEJOBOJIbHBIM
BUOOM. YKao-BaH IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HETO0, HEJOBOJIbHO HaXMYPHBIINCH, HO HUYEro He CKa3alJl.

IBepu 3aKkpeinuck. Lluab FO# CcTOS BO IBOpPE, OCMaTpUBasi BCE BOKPYT, U MOHSJI, YTO HEMHOT'O
HemoolleHnT Yxkao-BaHa. OH mymaJl, YTO IOoCjie OCKOpOIeHu M ero 3aKpPooT B KAKON-HUOYOb TEMHOMN
KaMepe.

Ces Ha Bepanpe, Lluns FOu Haulynan noBpekAEHHYIO IOOBECKY Ha M0SICE, CXKaJll €€ B PyKe, IOTIaguil
U C TOPBKOU YCMEIIKOX ITO0Kaydasl I0JI0BOH.



— CBHIHOK, THI B3SJI OTOOBCKYIO IIOABECKY, YTOOBI IIOXBACTATHCS?

[IBepb CKpUNHya, ¥ B KOMHaTy BTONKHYIU JIuHb Banbdana u Lion ®suxyass. uas FOu B3rngHyn Ha
HUX, YBHUEB, YTO C HUMU He 00pallaauch II0X0, © HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJICS.

Bbpat YXkao, Tel TaKOM HauBHHIN!
— Capgutecsb, — lIuns FO# BcTail.

Beuntit 6ecriopsmok rocrmonuta L{fos BCEé Ke UMeJl CBOU IIJIIOCH. B Tako¥ CUTyalluu OH BET cebs
HETIpUHYXKAEHHO. YTo KacaeTcs JIunb BanbdhaHa, To, BOHIS B KOMHATY, OH JIMIIb B3TJITHYJI Ha
IIeCTOTo rocrnofuHa bas, 3aTeM OmMyCTHII TOJIOBY ¥ MOJT4al.

— EcTb yait? — cupocun rocnonus Ll1o#, cagsce.

— V3HUK, HE TOBOPH JIMIITHETO.

[Tro11 ®3HXY3U YCMEXHYJICS, OTJISAIEBIINUCE:

— 3HaTh BaXHBIX JIIOJEeN — 3TO X0poIuo. [laxe Y3HUKOB He CaXXalT B KaMepy.

— Hy u xapaktep! — Lunb FOit pyruysncs, 3aTeM mocMoTpen Ha JIueb Baubdana. — Tl coOupaenbest
CTOSATB BCE BpeMs?

Jluubs Baub()3H HE OTBETHUJI, TUIIIb CMOTPEIT Ha HETro, ero OpPOBH CJIeTKa OEPHYIIKCH, @ B KPACHUBHIX
ria3ax ObIIO HEIOHSTHO, Kakue sMoIuu. [Iuab KO mocMOTpen Ha Hero HeKOTOPOoe BPeMsi, 3aTeM CeJl
OIIMH.

— He gymait o Gecrione3HbIX Belax. KpoMe Toro, 4To 3To MPUBEAET K CMEPTH, OT HUX HET HUKAKOTO
TOJIKA.

Huxkakoro Tonka...

Kak 3To MoxeT OBbITh Oecrone3Ho!

JIuubs BaHb(9H CMOTpEN Ha HETo:

— THI EeUCTBUTENBHO... — OH TJIyOOKO B3[MOXHYII, TPEeX/e YeM CIIpoCuTh. — KHsa3b L[3uHB?
— Boit YK9HIUH He ocTaBUT MeHs... — Lluab KO roBopun cam ¢ coboi, He oTBevas.
JIuubs Baub(aoH MIAarHY BIEPEN, TPEPBaB €T0, U CIIPOCUITL:

— 4 crnpammBai, TH KHA3b LI3UHB?

— Ia, — Lunup FO# 6eccTpacTHO TOCMOTPE Ha HETo, XOJIOMHO CKa3an. — JInHb BaHb(aH, cMOTPH
BHHMATEIbHO. ITO AHBSH. Ecnu...

*Xom!*

Pa3zpancs pe3kuii 3ByK. JIueb Baubsdan u Lluus KO 3amepnu Ha MecTe. o1 ®3HXY31 CTOSIT PALOM,
HaXMYyPUBIIUCH, XOTeJI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO IPOMOJTYall.

Xa-xa...



Hunw KO 3acMesncs:

— Yr0 TH X0Uelb? YOUTH MeHI?

OH CHSN KWHXKaJ U MOJIOXKHUIT €T0 PSIOOM:
— YOBEmIL MEHSI, ¥ THI TOXKE He BEIKHBEIIIb.

— 91, bait, kHA3b Y mocnan nopelt youts Tebs, ga? Otel mpocTo... — JIunb Baub(}aH cMOTpen Ha
KUHZKAJI, HO ero rojoc ObUI HeoOBYaliHO MATKUM.

ManesbKkuy HETOOsYU, TH YMEH!

Hunp FOu KUBHYII, AepxKa MOABECKY:

— 4 korga-To cmac cebs ¢ eé MOMOIIbI0, a TeIepPhb Thl, MAaJIeHbKUN HETOMsIH, MeHs Ipenar.
— IllecToit rocriogud baii, Ha caMoM fere...

— 3amomun! — Iuns FOi pe3ko o0opBan ero, 3aTeM MPOJOIKUI, oOpaiiasich K JIuubs Banbghany. —
Ma YV MEpTB, KHA3b Y MEPTB. EC/IU TH HE XOYelllb ITIOC/IEN0BaTh 3a HUMHU, CSOb U HE...

He ycnen oH [oroBopuTh, Kak JInHb BaHb()3H CXBaTUI €ro 3a Iielo, MIaTHY/I B CTOPOHY, ¥ KMHKAJ C
JII3TOM OKa3zajics y ropina Llunas FOs.

— O, Bay, g cka3aj, 4TO MHe He HYXKHO, 4YTOOHI T 060 MHE 3a00THIICS.

— Csi0 O3H...

Lrour ®auxysi BcTan, HO JIuns Banb(haH He cMoTpen Ha Hero, Tonkasd Llusas 05 K gBepu.
— OTkpoiiTe.

— MarneHbKUY HETOMISIH, T C yMa COIIEIT.
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