— Kus13b, apmus O3HIMHL OKPYXKUIa PE3UAEHINI0, OHHU... aTAKYIOT.

Apmus OsunuHs... {uae KO HeMHOT0 3afyMarcs U cpa3dy MOHSJI, YTO IPOUCXOAUT. Ero Bexo
[IEPHYJIOCH, OH Ha MTHOBeHUEe 3aMep, 3aTeM cKa3aln 03 XyHy:

— CrnepyliTe 3a MHOH.

[Tpoiipst yepe3 COCHOBYIO poly B 3agHeM cany, F03 XyH wen 3a kHg3eM L[3unb. Yepe3 HeKOTOpoe
BpeMs OH IIOHSIJI, 4TO 9TO yKe He pe3ufeHIus KHa34 L[3unb. [Ipexae yeM 0H yCHesl CIPOCUTE, eT0
B3TJISIT yIIasl Ha Yejl0BeKa V ABePH, U OH 3aMep.

— My... MOnOf0¥ MapKu3? — HeyBEepeHHO Ipo6opMOoTal OH.

Huns FO# mocMOTpen Ha HEro, 3aTeM Ha cTpaxHukKa psaaoMm ¢ CeiMa [laon3ioHeM.
— IIpuroToBbTE NOIIAMIEH.

CTpaxHuK OBICTPO YIIEeJ U Yepe3 MTHOBeHUE BEePHYJICS.

Bckouus Ha nowans, Luee KOU MaxHys T pyKOU HECKOJIBKUM CTPaKHUKaM.

— CnepyuTe 3a MHOU BO ABOpeII.

— Kus13p, — CriMa [11ao11310Hb, CTOSIBIINY Y IBEPU, BOPYT MOCMOTPEN Ha HET0. — ¢ TOBOPHII, 3TO He
s.

— KO3 XyH, TpUCMOTPHUTE 3a HUM.

BeTep HaKOHeIl CTuX. B TeMHOTe CTYK KOIIBIT ITI0 KAMEHHBIM IIJIUTAM 3By4Yadl]l Y4€TKO U ACHO. HI/IHB 1071
CMOTPEII Ha TEMHBIA I/IMHepaTOpCKI/Ifl OBOpeL, JiexKaBIINHI BIiepegu, 1 BOPYyT BCIIOMHUII Ty HOYb
MHOT' O JIET Ha3a[.

Y Hero OBITO IIpea4yBCTBUE, YTO, KaK U TOI'Ja, IIOCJIE 9TOM HOYM YTO-TO HABCETTa U3MEHUTCS.
3anapHbie BOpPOTa

Ban M3H cTos1 y CTeH ropofa ¢ BoickaMu. Bricokas HagBpaTHas OalllHs BhIENAnach B TEMHOTE.
Conpart xoTes OBII0 TOAOUTH, HO Ban M9oH NOAHSAN PyKy, OCTaHOBUB €T0.

— l'enepan uMmnepaTtopckoii reapguu Llu dH Bo3BpaliaeTcs B TOPO, OTKPOUTE BOPOTA.
Ha GamHe reHepasl, 0XpaHsBIINM BOPOTa, VIUBUIICS, BCTAI U IOCMOTPETT BHU3.

— I'eneparn 1y, Kak BHL... ax!

CTperna IpoH3uIa HOYb U BOH3UJIACh €MY B IPyOb. ['eHepas MOoMaTHYJICS U yIiai ¢ OalHu.
— Apwmus KHA34 LI3UHb 110 IIpUKa3y NofgasisieT MATEX, HeMe[JIeHHO OTKPOUTe BOPOTa.

COJ'II[&TBI Ha CTeHe, YCJIbIIIAaB KPUK, B IIaHUKE OTKPHEIJIX BOPOTaA. Kak Tonbko BOPOTa OTKPHIJIKCE, Ban
MbsH, cupns Ha KOHeE, BBITIPSAMHUIICA U IIOBEJI BOMCKa BHYTPbB, HAIIPABIASACE K PE3UONECHIINN KHA3A L3uHb.

KpacHble BopoTa fBoplia

Llwnp HOi, cups Ha KOHe, yBUIEI JTeXKallie Ha 3eMiie Tena, ero 6poBu AporHyau. OH MIPUIITIOPHIT



Jiomadb ¥ HAIIPABUJICA BHYTPb, MOJIACH, UTO €Il1€ HE CIIUIITKOM IIO30HO.

Hepanexo pasgasascs mwyM. JIu XaHb Besl apMuio KHg34 L[3uHb, CTOS epef JIeCTHUIer 3ana
YaHCUHB.

Huns FOu oxkunyn B3rnagom Yy LIsHs U Opyrux, ero BeKO AepPHYJIOCH.
— IIpekpature!!

Ero okpuK 3acTaBujI BCeX 3aMepeTh. Bce 00epHYINCH U YBUAENU KHS3s LI3uHb, CUASIIETO Ha KOHE, C
CEepbe3HBIM U CTPOTUM BhIpaxkeHueM nuna. dy LisiHb u Mapku3 CsIH MeperasHyIuCh U CKIOHUIIUCD.

— Mzl IpUBETCTBYEM KHS3S.
3an YaHCcHuHD

EBnyx Ba#n cTosn 3a cnunoit Haueryn FOiinsgHa, yBuneB npubauxarouierocs Kusa3s L[3uHb, ero 6poBu
OPOTHYJIH, ¥ OH THXO CKa3all:

— BposcTByOllas nMnepaTpuiia.

Haubryn FOiinsH He oTBeTH. B ero ceppiie Takxe OblIM CTpax U TpeBora. 1[3u AHB JONTKeH ObIT
CXBaTUTh KHA3s LI3UHb, HO TOT OSABUIICS 30eCh. Heyxkenu Bbl CHOBa BCe NPEBUNEIIN?

— Habmrogaem u XmeM, — OH C CUJION CKa3all, IETasCh COXPAHUTH CIIOKOMCTBUE.

C3apgu pa3panuce jnerkue maru. O6a 06epHynuch. ManeHbKI UMIIEPATOD, UCIYTaBIINCE,
OCTAHOBUJICS ¥ POOKO CITPOCHUIT:

— Ilama, IIo4YeMy TaM TadK H.IYMHO")

— Bce B nopsinke, — Haubryn FOunsan yneiOHYIICS, BCe elre CIIOCOOHBIN YCIIOKOUTh. — [IyCTh eBHYX
oTBeneT Tebs IocnaTh, CEroNHS He Hy>KHO BCTaBaTh PaHO.

— Bamre BenmuuecTBo, moiiieMTe, — eBHYX BaH B3sJ1 MaJIeHBKOTO UMIIEPATOPA 3a PYKY U ITOBEN €0 BO
BHYTPEHHUE TTOKOH.

He6o yxe HauuHano ceeTnets. HaubryHn FOWNsH CHOBa MOCMOTpPENT BHU3 Ha JIeCTHULY. KOHTYD KHS34
LI3uss cTan yeTde. be3 HeppuUTOBOY KOPOHBEI, €T0 YepHas JIeHTa pa3BeBasiach Ha BeTpy. [loueMy-To
3TO HAIIOMHUJIO €My O TOM MOJIOLOM II0BeCe U3 CTOJIUIIBL.

— Yto npoucxogut? — Luns IO# B3rnauyn Ha Uy LgHa u gpyrux, 3ateM Ha JIu XaHd.

— Kua3s... — JIu XaHb 3aMe), I'JIA04d Ha BeRIpaXKeHNne JINIla KHA354 LI3uHb, OH SIBHO IIO9YYBCTBOBAJI
HeJlagHOe.

— Kus3p, — Uy LIsgHb, CTOST Ha KOJIEHSX, TOMHSII I'OJIOBY, Ka3aJICs CIIOKOWHee apyrux. — Ero
BenuyecTBO CITMIIIKOM MOJIOH, ero 0oOpoIeTe b He COOTBETCTBYET TPOHY. BIoBCTByOMmIASN
UMIlepaTpHIla yIIpaBsgeT rOCYOapCTBOM, a Takue, Kak KHs3b CIoi, 37T0yIOTPeOISIOT BIacThio. MH,
paay Hapomda, TOTOBEI ITOKEPTBOBATh CO00M, YTOOLI OYKUCTUTD ABOP. MEI IPOCUM KHSI35T B30MTH Ha
TPOH U CIIaCTH Hapox oT OeCTBUi.

Lluup FOu mocMoTpen Ha Hero, ero BUCKU MynbCcupoBanu. C3aay pa3fanuch YeTKUE [Iard U 3BOH
nocriexoB. OH pe3ko 06epHyJCcS U yBumen Ban MaHa, BefyIiero Bolicka K HUM, a Iiepef] apMue



LI3uns cTosanu Bax LISHBX3, Croi XaHb 1 Opyrue BEICOKOIIOCTABJIEHHBIE YAHOBHUKHA.

— M&I IpUBETCTBYEM KHSI34, — BaH MaH omycTuics Ha KoJIeHH, ero O0pPOBU HaXMypPUIIUCh. — ApMus
®oununabL B30yHTOBANIACH, I yKe MOofaBul ux!

Bce xonueHo... Llunb F0ii B3rIHY Ha OKpOBaBJIeHHBIE focnexu BaH MaHa, 3aTeM Ha JIIofel,
KnaHgoumuxcsd nepen HuM. Ban LsgHbpx3 u Cioil XaHb CTOSIX C3a0M, UX B3TJISObI, IIOTHbIE HEHABUCTHU
Y CJIOXKHBIX 9MOIIMM, OBITM HAMPaBJIEHH Ha HETO.

CTpaxu UMIIEPATOPCKOM TBapauu, TSI Ha YepHLIe JOCIeXu apMuu LI3WHb, OpoxkKaii, fepxa MeuH,
¥ HEBOJIbHO OTCTymanu. OHM TOHMMAJIH, YTO B 9TOT MOMEHT MX BEPHOCTH OMpenesia XKU3Hb U
CMepTh.

— Kua3p, — Ban LIs1HBX3 nofo1Ien K TeCTHULlE, TAASA Ha KHA34 L[3uHb. — ECnu BE COBepIIUTE
HECIIPaBeIIMBOCTD, IPOUOUTE Yepe3 MOe TeJlo.

Croit XaHb u ipyrue cTosiny 3a HuM. [lepen 3anom YaHcuHb OblIa IUIlb HeOObIIAS IPyIIIa
CaMOHa[esSTHHBEIX CTaphIX YUHOBHUKOB U JpoXKallas UMIIepaTopCcKas TBapaus.

Hanpryn FOUNSH CTOSII BHYTPH 3ala, TJISOS Ha YeJIOBeKa Y JIECTHUIIB, ¥ C TOPHKOH YIILIOKOM
nonpaBui pyKaBa. OH OTKPBII OBEPE.

CKpHII... 3BYK [IBEPH B 3TOT MOMEHT Ka3aJiCsi 0COOEHHO I'POMKUM. Bce MOmHSTY TOJIOBEL U
nocMoTpenu Tyga. CoJHIle KakK pa3 Hadasjio BOCXOAUTE, U JIyd cBeTa ynan Ha HaueryH HOungHa. LluHb
HO# mocMoTpen BBepX U BAPYT OYYBCTBOBAJI yCTAIOCTh.

— M&I npuBeTCTBYEM BOOBCTBYIOLLYIO UMIlepaTpuly, — BaH LIgHbX3 U Opyrue OnyCTUIUCh Ha
KOJIEHHU.

B aron tummHe TonbKO KHA3b 1[3uHb ¥ Haubrys FOUngH cMOTpesnu OpyT Ha Apyra, OOUH BHU3Y,
opyrou HaBepxy. COIHEUHBIN CBET OCIEIs ero, u B gpiMKe Haubryn FOundH yBuzesn, Kak KHA3b
113uHb, Ka3aock, yILIOHYJICS €My, 3aTeM pa3fajicsd 3BOH Meda, ero rjia3a MOMYTHEJIH, ¥ OH YCIIBIIIa
KDUK.

— {1 omo3gan ¢ 3aluToM, IPOIIY BAOBCTBYIOIIYIO UMIIepaTPUIy HaKa3aTh MEHS.

Bpocus mey, Lluns FOu onycTUics Ha KOJIEHY, KaK U BCe OCTalIbHEIE.

Ota monras Xu3Hb, KaXKeTCs, HUKOTAa He 3aKOHYUTCA. f ycTasl, S X04y OTHOXHYTh!

Bce 3amepnu, Tonbko HaueryH FOUnsaH cToss cnokoiHo. OH He ITOHUMaJI, II0YEMY OH He YOUBJIEH.

— IIpemaHHOCTD KHA35 LI3WHB JOCTOMHA BOCXHUILEHUS, KaK 51 MOTY HaKa3blBaTh Bac? IIpoily KHA3S
noMo4b MIMIiepaTopCKOMy ABOpY... YCTPAHUTh IIpefaTelel.

— Ilpunsaro.

Kus3p L[31Hb MeIeHHO MOOHSICI U, YX0Os, ToCMOTpen Ha Hero. Hanerys HOiinsH Bcerga mOMHUI
ero B3TJISM, KaK OyaTo TaM OBLIO YTO-TO, UTO OH XOTEJI CKa3aTh, HO He MOT, pa3fe/ieHHbIe
OBOPIIOBLIMU CTEHAMHU.

3a BOpOTaMu JBOPIA

— Heropau! — Huns 01 ymapun JIu Xaus, u TOT yan. — Thl IOCMeIl... IOCMeJI CaMOBOJIBHO



IIpHMKa3aTh BOMCKAM aTakKoBaTh MMmepaTopcKui geopern!
— 4 3acnyxwuBat cMepTy, — JIu XaHb HEMEJIEHHO OIYCTUJICS Ha KOJIeHU.
— KoneuHo, TH 3acnyxuBaemib cMepTu! — Luas FOu maryHyn Bnepen 1 BeIXBaTUI Med Ban MaHa.

— KHa3b, — Mapku3 CgH BAPYT 3ar0BOPHUJI, CTaB Ha KojieHU psanoM ¢ JIu Xanem. — Yy LigHb yKpan
Ballly BEPUTEJNbHYIO OMPKY, ITOfesas puka3. Mul 4 reHepar JIu Obiyid 00MaHyTHI, IIPOIITY KHA3S
IIOMUJIOBaTh reHeparna JIu.

Kus3p LI3uHb noBepHyscs K HeMy, Llu LI3uHbION 3aMeTu, 4TO B r1a3ax KHA3s Oblna 37100a, HO
IIpeXze YeM OH yCIIesl OTpearupoBaTh, KHI3b CHOBa 3arOBOPUIL.

— Xopot1i1o, B TaKOM CJTy4ae, Bbl 1 MUHUCTp LIy muyHO Bo3bMeTe Ha ce0st apecT Uy U IpyTUx
MSATEXKHUKOB.

— Ilpusngaro.
0O0a MMOKJIOHUIIUCE.

Kus13p L31Hb B3rISHYI Ha HUX, MaxHyJl PYKOH, CeJl Ha KOHA U yexasl. Ly L[3uHbIoN T0CMOTpe Ha
HanpaBJIeHNe, B KOTOPOM yIIell KHA3b, U TUXO0 CKa3asl Mapku3y CaHy:

— KHa3b LI3vHb y2Ke HeHaBUOUT Hac.

— Bepno, — mapku3 CsiH mocMoTpen Ha Hero. — Ho... y Bac ecThb Apyro# croco6 CIacTy Hallu
KU3HU CeromHs?

u I3uHBION IOCMOTPEI Ha HETO, MeIJIEHHO BCTalI ¥ HEe OTBETHIL.
Y BOpOT pe3upeHLnM KHA35 LI3UHD

Tena, nexaive Ha 3eMIJIe, yYXe Y6paJ'II/I, HO KPOBB BC€ €elIlle 0CTaBaJlaCh. Luub KO coIten ¢ KOHS,
CTyIlasd 110 KPOBABBIM CJieJaM, ¥ C XOJIOOHBIM BEIPDaKE€HUEM JIMIla BOIIIEI BHYTPE.

3agHUM caf

On pacCIiaXHyJI IBEPh B IIOKOW HAJIOZKHMUITHI. qy JlaHb cupmena BHYTPH, YCJIBIIIAB IIIyM, THCTUHKTHUBHO
BCTaJla, YBUOEB KHA3A LI3uHb, ee IUI0 HO6J'I€I[HGJ'IO.

— BriBepgurte ee.

— KH43b... KHS3b... — Uy JlaHb OTCTpaHUIaCh OT CTPaXKHUKOB, OpoCUIach K KHA310, CXBATUB €T0 3a
PyKaB. — {l HEBUHOBHA... S IPOCTO... IIPOCTO...

— IMocnymai mensi, — L{uap O BEIPBaJ CBOIO PYKY, cxBaTuni ee. — Uy JlaHb, s roBopui tebe... 0yonb
IpefaHHOu!

— 4 He YMHOBHUK, MHE He HYXHa IIPEJaHHOCTD, A X04y He IIPENJAaHHOCTH, — qy JlaHb
COIIPOTUBIJIAJIACH, TJIAOMA Ha KHA3A. — TrI O6MaHy.TI MeHsd, BCerga 0oOMaHbIBAJI.

Ho mHe HyXHa TONbKO IpemaHHOCTh! Luas FOU mocMoTpen Ha Hee, THEB UCYe3 C €ro JIulla, U OH
CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJl:



— B mamMsTh 0 HaImmx 4yBCTBaxX, Yy MOKeT OBITh IOMHJIOBAHA, HO... He TIUTak 60JIbIIIe UITTI03MUH,
MHaye Thl JaKe 3TOT0 He MOJTyYUIIb.

Yy JlaHb yBenH, ee MU0 ObIIO CEPBIM, 6€3KU3HEHHBIM.
Y nBepu kabuHeTa

Luup KO# 6picTpo BepHYyJca u yBumen F0s XyHa u CriMa Ilao1310Hs, KAOYIINX ¥ OBEPU, OH YOUBHUJIICS.
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