Kua3p L[3uHb oBepHycs, ¥ AHb LI3bI1M TOCTIeq0Ball 3a HAM, JBUTasiCh CIIOBHO B TpaHCce. TOJbKO
CIIYCTUBILUCH C XOJIMa, OH OUHYJICA M THUXO, C OPOXKBI0 B rOJIOCE, CIIPOCHUIT:

— [Touemy?
Hunp FO# 6pocun Kocoy B3I Ha HETO U, He BeIpaXkast 3MOIIUM, OTBETHUIT:
— HuxkTo He nocMeeT 0OBHHUTH KHA35 LI31HE, HO TH €I He MOCTUT TaKOT'0 IIOJIOXKEHHUSI.

Hapymenue mprkasa, rubefib MHOXKECTBA JII0fieil — eCJI 3TO BEI30BET HapOAHOe HENOBOILCTBO, AHb
LI3®IIK CTaHET KO3JIOM OTIyIIeHus. YKao YKUNKH, 3TOT GaHATUYHO IPeNaHHbIN YUEHBIH,
HEIPeMEeHHO Ka3HUT ero B KAaUeCTBe KepPTBHI.

AHbp 1I3BIIIM HE OTBETUJI, MOJTYA MOCIIeNoBal 3a KHsA3eM [I3uHb 00paTHO B Jlareph. Y BXofa B Jlarepb
OH OCTAHOBUJICS ¥ BAPYT MMOCMOTPEN Ha KHSI34.

— Bawm He HYXKHO OBLIJIO TaK IIOCTYyIIaThb. A roros OTHOATh KNW3Hb Pagu KHA3.

— Hukorma He roBOpU 0 CMePTH Tak 1erko, — Lluub KO mocMoTpen Ha HeTo, ¥ eTr0 BeIpakeHue Nulla
HaKOHEI[ CMSTYMUIIOCh. — AHB LI3HIITH, HUKaKas IPeIaHHOCTh B 3TOM MUPE He CTOUT TOT'0, UYTOORI
yMUPAaTh.

«Ho s He pagu mpemaHHOCTU. B MOEM ceppilie eCTh YeJIOBEK, Paii KOTOPOTO 5T CYUTAI0 XKU3Hb
cYyacTiauBoit!» AHb LI3BIIM CMOTPEN Ha KHSI35, KPEIKO C3KaB I'yObl, HO He MPOU3HEC HU CJIOBA.

— BosBpamaiics. Hukomy He roBopu 06 3T0oM, — Lluab FO# 0TBEpHYIICS U MaxHYJ PYKOH.

Anb 13bI1IM TTOKJIOHUJICS ¥ HalmpaBuics B narepb. Lluub KOt cMoTpesn Ha Hero, IyOBl ero APOTHYIH, ’
OH HEPEeUIUTEIbHO CITPOCHUIT:

— Anp 1I3b1114, TH Beb U3 MPEIaHHOCTU?
— Jla, — Anb LI3bIITM TOCMOTPEIT Ha HETO ¥ OTBETHIT YETKO.
Lunup KO# B3goxHyN ¢ o0nerdyeHreM, KUBHYI U TOXKe HAIlPaBUIICS B Jlarepb.

— Ku#3p, 3T0 BB IpUKa3a/Iu IPOPHITh KaHan? — crpocuil Yxkao Yxkunud. OH TOJIBKO YTO YCIIBIIIAT,
4yTO KOpalbib ¢ mpunacamMu apMuu Y OblsI IepexBadyeH, ¥, HEMHOI'0 ITI0PaCCIPOCUB, IIOHSII BCE.

— IIa, — Lunup KO He moCMOTpPeN Ha Hero, I'Isad Ha Ka3éHHble OymMaru Ha cTojie. — f1 TailHO
nprKa3an AHb LI3eimum cuenaTh 3T0. Ilogkpenienre apMuy Y MOXKeT MPUOLITE B 000 MOMEHT. B
Ype3BbIUAMHBIX CUTYalugX HYKHBE Ype3BbIYallHBIE MEPHI.

Ho... o0mmecTBeHHOe MHEeHHEe, HapogHoe noBepue B Y... Yxkao YKUIKH BHITISIAET 006CIIOKOEHHBIM, HO
TeTeph yKe HUYero Hellb3s OblI0 U3MEHUTD.

— Xopotio, Teneps LI3ssHbe MOTHOCTHIO U30IUPOBaH. PacmpocTpaHy 3Ty HOBOCTh, YTOOHI ITOIOPBATh
60eBOM OyX B TOPOZeE.

— Cnywatocs, — YKao YKUNKUH NOKJIOHUJICS. YKe Ha IIOPOre OH CHOBA OIYyCTHUJI T'OJIOBY:
— Ho ecnu B 6yny1mem 3To fesio... MapKu3 AHbIUH, BO3MOXKHO...

— TBI COMHEeBaeIbCI B MOEM IIPUKa3e?



— Hu B KoeM cryyae.

[uup FOu KUBHYI, CTPOTO IIOCMOTPEII Ha HEro:

— Torma 3amoMHM: 3TO g 0THAJ NPXKas, a AHb LI3BIMM JIUIIEL BEIMOMIHSII €T0.
— Cnymatoch, — Ykao YKUIUH B3[OXHYI U YIIET.

OH KaTeropu4ecku He omoOPsI 9TOT IIJIaH, ¥ IOCIEICTBUS MOTIH OBITh CePLE3HEIMM, HO CEHYacC 3TO
IEeNCTBUTEILHO IOMOTJIO PEIINTh HacylHyio mpobnemy. K Tomy ke Aub LI3biiu OB IpenaH 1
TaJIAHTINB, ¥ YKao YKUIINH He XOTeJI BUIETh ero rudens.

IIBopen kHA39 Y

— KHa3b, KH43b L[3Hb IepeKphII 3allafHbIi KaHall, HallpaBUB BOAY B CTaphii KaHall. L[3sHbe
Oombllle He MOTy4YaeT npunacos, — gosioxui [y CioaTaH, CKIIOHUBIIKCE.

Kus3p V cupen nepen HUM U C YITbIOKOW OTBETHII:
— 4 3Hamw, rocnoauH Iy.
— Kusa3p, — [Iy CroaTaH, IS Ha YCTABIIYIO YIBIOKY KHSI3 Y, C COXKaleHueM CKal3all:

— Apwmus LI3uHb pacnpocTpaHuia 3Ty HOBOCTh C IIOMOIIBI0 CTPENT C TIOCTIAHUSIMU 110 BceMy LI3siHbe.
Teneps Hapor B MaHUKE.

— Xa-xa... JTO g UX IMOABEN, — KHS3b Y OIYyCTUI TojioBy. — ['ociopu# [y, UOUTE OTOOXHUTE.

Iy Cio3TaH OTKPHIT POT, HO He HaImén cioB. OH rTy00KO MOKJIOHUIICS ¥ MOKUHYJT 3aJ1. «TaK BOT KaK
BBITTISIIAT KOHEII TPaBUTEIS! »

K#s13p ¥ BcTan, 6ermo ocMOTper 3all, IOMpPaBul KOPOHY, ¥ Ha ero NUIe CHOBa IOSIBUIIACh
mo6poxkernaTenbHas ynei0ka. OH HampaBUIICS B O0KOBOM 3al.

— HOiicsl, — KHA3b Y 00HAT ero c3any, 0JI0XKUB TOA00POIOK Ha ero mniuedo. — Ha 4To cMoTpuIs?
— Kus3p LI3uHb eiCTBUTENBHO 9TO caenall, — Oy KOuCH NOBEPHYICS K HEMY.

— ¢ ToxXe He 0Xupan, — KHA3b Y YCMeXHYJICA U C 00er4eHreM cKasal:

— B TakoMm cnydae g Ipourpa 4ecTHO.

— Kus3p 1o0p, a KHA3b L[31Hb KeCcToK, — @y FOiicHl yIbIOHYIICS, IOTTIafUB €ro JUI0. — Bbl — repo,
eIMHCTBEHHHIN Tepo B MOEM Cepplle.

— HOiicsl, 51 m06:110 Tebst, — KHA3b Y 0OHS ero U HeXKHO I0IeJI0Bal B MaKyIIKY.

Bo3MoxkHO, cynpba Oblyta mpeapelneHa. Ha cienymomui eHs Iociie Toro, Kak AHb LI3bI1u TPOPBIT
KaHaJl, Torofa, Oojiroe BpeMs OBIBIIas IaCMYPHO#M, BAPYT MPOsSICHUIACD. [[0XKIb MPEKPATHIICS, U
apmus L[3uHDb TyT XKe MpudkIa.

Kutenu u conpgath LI3siHBE MepelTd OT YCTAlIOCTH K ITaHWKe, a 3aTeM K yxKacy. EDUHCTBeHHOe, 4TO
0CTaBaJIoCh HEM3MEHHBIM, — 3TO ropfas urypa KHs3s Y Ha TOPOICKOW CTeHe, HO laXKe OHa He
MorJjia 00JIbllle YCIIOKOUTH JTIOfEeH.



Bpanu uépHas Macca apmuu LI3unb mpubnuxkanacek K ropony. OrpoMHbIe OCafiHEIe OAIlTHU MeIIeHHO
TIOJXOMMIIM K CTeHAM, KaTamyJIbTHl MeTali KaMHHU, 6e32KaJI0OCTHO Pa3pyliasi CTeHBl ¥ BHYTPEHHIO0
YacTh FOPOAa.

CTeHH PYIIMIKCH, OALIHN PA3pPyIIalKCh, ¥ KaMHU, cOpackiBaeMble 3alIUTHUKAMU TOPOofa, yKe He
ObUIM TAaKUMHU YaCTBIMHU, KaK paHble. CongaTsl apMuu L[3MHE CMEHSITIM APYT OpYTa, BOJIHA 3a BOJIHOM
HACTyIas Ha TOpof.

BymM... OcamHbBIM TapaH ¥ KaTallyjlbTa OMHOBPEMEHHO IIPOOUIN TOPOCKHe BopoTa U OanrHio. ConmaTe
y BOPOT PalOCTHO 3aKpUYail U YCTPEMUIUCH B TOPO.

— KH#3b, ropoq nan.

Ia, ropon nan! Lluas KOi1, omeThIN B HOCIEXH, CTOSI Ha KOHE, BeJIMYECTBEHHBIN M TOPXKECTBEHHBIH,
cnerKa IOMHSI I'0JIOBY, IS Ha pa3pylleHHYo OalrHio. 3a CIMHOM KHSA3S Y ero Iall Mo-IpexkHeMy
SIPKO BBIAENSNCS. «BpaTt KHSA3b Y, TH HUKOTTIa He 60sJICs, He TaK JIu?»

— Bxogum B ropof.
Huap KO nprLInopus KOHS, BEITAIMI Me4 U IIOBENI apMHUIO B TOPO.

Ha ropofckoi cTeHe KHsI3b Y OMyCTHII TOJIOBY, TJISAASA Ha GUTYPY B 30JI0TOM IIJIallle, ¥ TIIyOOKO
B3[IOXHYL.

— [Isu I'a.

— 4 3pech, — [I9H ['s moCcMOTpeEN Ha HETO, ApOXKalllel PyKOU OTAaBas 4eCTb. — YTO IpUKaXKeTe,
KHS3b?

— IToxuns 113s5HbE.
— KHa35...

— IIsn I's, 9T0 MOs BOMHA, He TBOSI, — KHS3b Y MONPABUJI pyKaBa U BHIIPIMUIICSA. — BO3bMU CopaT U
He CONpPOTUBNgics. 2KuBuTe B IEPEBHE.

— {1 HuKorga He octasio Bac, — [IsH ['s yan Ha KOeHu.

— CronbKo conpaT yxke 1moru6so. Tel Xxouelnb, 4ToOw uXx cTano 6onbiie? — KHA3b Y mocMoTpen Ha
HEro ¥ MaxHyJI pyKou. — Mau, 3To npuKas.

[Tan I's, cTOS Ha KONEHSX, HAKOHeI] 3artakall. KHsa3b Y 60bIlle He CMOTPEI Ha Hero, MefjieHHo
CITyCTHJICSI C TOPOACKOW CTEHBI, CeJl Ha CBOero 0eyioro CKaKyHa, B3MaxHYJI KHYTOM U, KaK I10CJie
KaxXXmou mobefbl, ToCKaKall KO IBOPILY KHA3S Y.

[IBopern kHA3S Y
— Boennuii COBETHUK!

@y FOiice cHOBa Hafiesl Ty caMyio 0esyio ofiexXay, KOTOPYIo 00Ul KHS3b Y, MefiJIeHHO BCTaJl ¥ C
MSATKOM ybIOKOM mocMoTpen Ha [y CioaTaHa, CTOSILIETO ¥ BXOfa.

— T'opop man? — CIOKOWHO CIIPOCHII OH.



Iy CioaTaH, 3apak€HHBIN €r0 CIIOKOMCTBUEM, TOXKE OTBETHUJI POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— Ia.

— 4 nonsan, — Oy KOUCH crerka KUBHYJ U CIIOKOMHO HallPaBUIICA K TJIaBHOMY 3aiy.

— BoenHnd... — [ly Cio3TaH X0TeJl II0COBETOBATh €My YUTH, HO CJI0Ba 3aCTPSJIUA B FOPIIE.

®y HOticel BOpyT MOBEPHYJICS K HEMY U C JIETKOH YIIBIOKOM CIIPOCHIT:

— CroaTtaH, ChIito ObUT OKPYXKEH U3-3a Te0S?

Iy Cio3TaH MHCTUHKTUBHO B3[IPOTHYJ, IOJHSI I'7la3a Ha CIOKOWHEBIN B3rnsAn @y KOiich u KUBHYMI:

— Ia.

— Cnacubo, 9To cka3an npasny, — @y FOuchH yneIOHYICS. — OTO pa3pelinsio MOU JaBHUE COMHEHMUS.

Teneph OH MOHS, ToYyeMy KHS3b L[3unb youn [y LluHa, HO BCE Xe Hamucas MHCbMO, YTOORI
II0XBACTaTbC.

— Brl He yiinéTe? — Iy CroataH, Buas, Kak @y FOMCH CIIOKOWHO ITOBOpAuYMBaeTCs, HE CMOT
coepXkKaThCs.

— Cro9TaH, C 9T0r0 IIyTH HET BO3BparTa.

Y Bopot gBopua Luab FOu crerka nopHs rojoBy, IO Ha KPHIITY, YKpalleHHY0 I1a3ypoBaHHOU
yepenurei. Ban MaH CTOsII PSIIOM C HUM, €ro JIullo ObI0 B KpoBU. I'eHeparn BaH, KoMaHI0BaBIIHHI
aBaHTapAoM, ObLT HEBEPOSITHO OTBAXKEH.

— IlepepaliTe mpuKa3: BCe CONAATE. apMuu Y, KOTOPHIe CcHafyTcs, He OymyT yOUTHL
— Cnyumarocs.

Kus3p LI3uHb cnerka mopHsm moa0oponoK, u Ban MaH kKuBHY, noHuMast. ConmaTel OpOCHITHCH
BIIEPEN ¥ OTKPHIIM MaCCHBHBLIE BOPOTA OBOPIIA.

Ckpur... Bopota MenyieHHO OTKPBIIKCH. LIuHb KOM B3MaxHyI KHYTOM U JIETKO BOIIEN BO ABOPEI] KHA3S
y.

Bokpyr moBCIOy MeNlbKajIu UCIyraHHble CITy>KaHKU U eBHyxH, Oeryiiue B maHuke. B aTom
POCKOIITHOM MeCTe OHU BHITJISIZIENIN HEYMECTHO.

IIBoperr KHsI3s1 Y ObIT BeNTUKOJIeneH. ['anepen U KPHIY ObIIM U3SIIHEe, 94eM BO ABopIle LI3uHb, a
pe3nba Ha KOJIOHHAaX Oblya MPOCTO BocxuTuTenbHa. Llunb FO# ocmatpuBan Bcé. Ecnu He oOpaIarth
BHMMaHUS Ha MaHUKYIOIINX CIYT, 3TO MECTO MOXKHO OBIJI0O Ha3BaTh TPEKPaCHbIM.

BoeBoii KOHb CTYIIXI Ha HeQPUTOBEIe CTyeHH, ¥ Llune KO mogomeén K rinaBHOMY 3aiy. [IBepu Obln
3aKpeITH. OH OCTAHOBUJI COJIZAT, KOTOPBIE XOTEIN BIOMUTHCS BHYTPh, M CAM OTKPHUI IBEPH, BOUIA B
3al.

— Kus3p L3uns, — @y FO#CH CTOSIT CIMHOM, YCIIHIIAB 3BYK OBEPH, MEJIEHHO TIOBEPHYIICS.

— Bpar Kiicel, — Luns KOii CTOST B HECKONIBKUX IIaraX, TOPKECTBEHHO MOKIIOHUIICS.



— Xa-xa... — @y FOucH ycMexHyIcs, MeyieHHO 00xofst 3ay. — PaHbIle s HUKOT[a He AyMajl, 4To B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB Oyy MPOTUBOCTOSTE Tebe... IIIeCTON KHS3b.

— Bel u Tpetuii 6pat, — Luns F0ii crnerka omycTun ronoy, u3beras ero B3rigga. — He cToumno Tak
yIIOPCTBOBATE.

— IllecTo KHA3b, pa3Be TH [0 CUX MOP He MoHsN? — Oy FOWCchl 0CTaHOBUIICS U TIOCMOTPEIT Ha KHS35
LI3unab. — CTYnUB Ha 3TOT IYTh, HEJIb3SI OTCTYNIATh. THL... Oeperu cebs.
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