Y BopoT MMnepaTopCcKOTo ropofia codpanuch YUHOBHUKY. JIu XaHb C BoWCKaMu KHA3S L[3WHb TBEPHO
nperpapui uM nyTh. CobpaBiInecss YUHOBHUKY CTaHOBUIIMCH BCE 00Jiee BO3MYIIEHHEIMU. Bapyr ¢
yT7la yIUOE JOHECCS CTYK KonbIT. Croi XaHb 1 Bau LIsiHBX3 mogbexanu BMeCTe.

— HpI/IBeTCTBYIO KaHIJIEPA, IIPDUBETCTBYIO Bemnukoro HactaBHUKa, — JIu XaHb MOKITOHUIICH.

— lenepan JIu, — Cio#t XaHb BHIIIEN BIepEN. — BOOBCTByIOIasa uMnepaTpuia 00abHa, MbI,
€CTEeCTBEHHO, MOMKHBEI BOMTH BO IBOPEI], YTOOH BEIPA3UTh CBOU coOoe3HOBaHus. [loueMy BH 37€Ch
croure?

— Kawu1yiep, s BEIIONHSIO TpUKa3 KHA3s LI3uHb. OcTanbHOE MHE HEM3BECTHO.

JIutio Crout XaHst u3MeHunock. Ban LIsSTHbX3 BHIIIET BIIEPEN, TIPEPLIBas €ro, U, raas Ha JIu XaHs,
CKasa:

— leneparn JIu, BopoTa ropofa 3aKpHITH, B CTOJIHUIEe BBEIEH KOMEHAAHTCKUY Yac. YNHOBHUKH B
naHvke. Ecnu 9T0 nmpomokuTcs, Hen30eXHO HauHyTca OGecriopsigku. [leficTBus KHg3s L[3uHb
KaXyTcs Heropobaromumu. JIydre Obl KHS3b BHIIENT U 00BICHUI BCEM, UTO IIPOUCXOTUT.

JIu XaHb MOKJIOHUJICS, TTORHS OPOBU, IOCMOTPEJI Ha HEro ¥, HEMHOTO 3aMeIIKaBIINCh, CKa3al:
— l'ocniopa, mogoxkpuTe HEMHOTO.
JIn XaHb IOBEPHYJICS U BOILIEJ B BOPOTa ABOPIA.

Crou Xans u Bas LIgHbX5 nepernsanyauch. Mx nulla BelpaXkaau CJIOXKHBIE IMOIUU. Yepe3 HEKOTopoe
BpeMs KHA3b L[3UHb Me[JIEeHHO BBILIE.

— [IpusetcTByio Baire BricouecTBo, — BaH LITHBXD ITOKIIOHHUIICS.
Huns FO# cTosin nepen ToNMmoM, 6POCUIT Ha HETO B3TJISA M CIIPOCHUIT:
— B uém meno?

— Batre BricouecTBO, YTO CIIy4HUIOCH C BOOBCTBYMOILEX uMinepaTtpunei? I'ne Ero BenuuecTtso?
[ToueMy 3akpHITE BOpoTa ropopa? Kua3p LI3gHbHUH. ..

— Kanmnep, — Luns FO# npepsan Cioit XaHs. — Jlekapy cedyac BHISICHSIOT IIPUYUHY 00JI€3HU
BIOBCTBYIOIIEN uMIiepaTpullbl. Ero BemudecTBo B 6€301acHOCTH BO ABOpPIe. BopoTa 3aKpHITH, YTOOH
IPegoTBPaTUTh OecriopsAaku. Pe3unennuy KHA3s L[3gHbHMHA U KHA359 HaHbAWHaA OKPYXKEHHI A7 UX
3AQILIUTHL.

Bau L[gHBX9 c/leTKa HaXMyPUJICS, BCIIOMHUB BYepalllHie HOBOCTH M3 OBOPILIA, U 1OCJie HeOOIbIIoN
may3bl CKa3all:

— Cronuila — BaxHoe MecTo. Eciu BOOBCTBYIOIIAsA UMII€EPpATPUIIA IIPOCTO Cepbé3H0 0oJibHA, HET
HGOGXOI[I/IMOCTI/I BBOOUTH KOMEHIAHTCKUM Yac. ITO TOJILKO BEHI30BET JIUIIHLE IMOOO3PEHUA.

— Benukuyi HacTaBHUK, — Llu#b I0i BAPYT pUOIU3UICS U TUXO CKa3al:
— Brl NoHUMaeTe, YTO BAOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIEpaTPULia He IPOCTO CEPHE3HO OOJIBHA.

JIuuo Ban LlsiHbX3 n3MeHnnoch. Cion XaHb, YBULEB 3TO, HAXMYPHJICI U CKa3all:



— Torma Ero BenuuecTBo crenmyeT nepeBecTy B 3an Taiixa, 4TOOH He OECITOKOUTHL BOOBCTBYIOIIYIO
UMIIEPATPUILY.

— Ero BenuuecTBo el1é pe0OEHOK 1 He MOXKET OBITh Pa3/IyuEH C BIOBCTBYIOIIEH UMIIEPATPUIIEH.
KaH11ep, BBl XOTUTE Pa3lyduTh OTIA U ChiHa. KaKOBHI Ballld HaMepeHus?

— Kua3p LI3unas! — Ciort XaHb HaKOHeI[ He BhifiepxkKai. — Bel oOKpyxKunu MMmnepaTopCcKuii TOPOL,
3anepnu CriHa Heba ¥ BIOBCTBYIOIIYIO HMIIEPATPHITY BO IBOPIE. ITO MATEXK!

— 41 Xx04y BOCCTAHOBUTH OPAZOK B UMIIepaTOpPCKOM IBOpE.
— Yyms!

Ban LIsiHBX9 yKe coOMpPACs YCIOKOUTh MX, KOTHa C OPOTH, BREIMOIIIEHHOW KaMHEM, TOHECCS CTYK
KOMHIT. FO9 XyH CIPRITHYI C JIOMIAgH, TOKJIOHUIICS U CKa3all:

— Bame BricouecTBo, reHepain Ciou Crox3 BEPHYJICS B CTOJIALY C BOMCKaMU.
JIuia Bcex MPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX U3MEeHUIUCE, 0co6eHHO Cioit XaHs.

— HeT He00X0IMMOCTH B KOMEHIAHTCKOM 4acy? 4 MsaTexHUK? — Llunb KOi OKMHYI UX BITISO0M U
ycMexHycs. — [IpuBenuTe BCexX rocIof Ha TOPOACKYI0 CTeHY. IIyCTh OHM YBUIAT, YTO coOUpaeTcs
nenath reHepan Croi.

HapgspatHoi OairHe BopoT CioaHby. Lluub KO# cTOSNT Ha Kpalo CTEHBl. BHU3Y BEICTPOUINCEH CONIIATH B
nocnexax. Croiu Crxs CTOSJ Ilepef] BOMCKaMU, TOPAO0 IJIAAs HaBepX.

— l'enepan Crwoii, — Lusb FOu KpuKHYN eMy. — BBl caMOBOJIBHO BEPHYJIUCH B CTOJIUILY C BOMCKAMH.
Brl 3HaeTe, Kakoe 3TO IPeCTyIeHue?

— Kus3p LI3uHb, BB 3aKPhUIA CTOJIHUITY, 3allepiau YUHOBHUKOB. Kakoe 9To mpectymnnenue? — Cioli
Crox3 TOmHST MeY, TSI Ha QUTYPY Ha CTEHe.

JIuno uup KOs noteMHeno. He 06bICHSS, OH MaxHYJ PYKOM, U COJIAATH BhBeNHU Briepen Cioi XaHs u
Lunap U.

— l'enepan Crol, ecnu Bbl IOSHUMETE MATEX, Bech KiiaH Cwoii OymeT ka3HEH. HukTto He Oynet
IIOINAKEH, BKIoYas KHA34 LI3gHbHNHA.

Crou Crox3 CMOTpeJI Ha [IByX YeJIOBeK Ha CTeHe, ero IJIeYd ApoKalu.
— MarexHuuk! ATaxo...

— Crou Crox9, He Hapo! — Croii XaHb IIOCIIEIIHO 3aKpryajl, OCTaHaB/IMBasg Me4, KOTOPHIU YKe I'OTOB
OBLT OITYCTUTHCS.

Boiicka kHs13s LI31HB BCE elé ObUTH B TOPOMe, BMECTe C UMIIepaTOpcKou reapauei. Cioi Cioxs He
Mor nnobenuTh. Ecnu HauHETCS O0M, KaK ObI OH HM CTapasiCcs, OH He CMOXKET CMBITh 0OBUHEHNE B
MsTexke. KHsa3b LI3uHb TONBKO ¥ XKOajl, YTOOB MCIIOIb30BATh 3TO KaK MPEJIOT A Ka3HU CTaphIX
YMHOBHUKOB. VIMIIepaTopCcKUil ABOP U Tak OBII cy1ab, U HEIb3s1 OBUIO TEPSATH ellé OoJblie CHJL.

Crou Croxa 3amep. Llunp Ol mocMoTpes Ha HEro U cKa3all:

— l'enepan Cioli, Bac oOMaHynHu. HeMejieHHO OTBEOUTE BOMCKaA, U S IIPOIIY Bac.



[Tpoctuts? OH caM OymeT B MOPSIAKE, HO YTO HACUET KHA3S L[3ssHbHMHA? [lazke IPOCTO CBI3b C
reHepasioM, YacTHas Iepenucka — 3TOr0 JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH KHS3b LI3THbHUH ObLT IPUTOBOPEH K
cmeptu. TeMm Gonee uTo y KHA3S LI3ssHbHKUHA OB €r0 Mey.

Bare BricouecTBo, 310 st mory6un Bac! Cioit Ciox3 KOCHYJICSI He(pUTOBOY MOJBECKHU Ha I'PYAU U
copBal ee.

— Baie BricouecTBo, — OH CIIPBITHYII C JIOIIAAX, BEICOKO ITIOOHAJI IIOABECKY M KDUKHYII Luns U:
— 4 He CcMOT 3alIUTUTL BaC. MITEeXKHUKHU 3aXBaTUIN Bac. HOJIBéJ'I Bac.

Jle3Bue Meda 61eCHYTI0, KPOBb OpPEI3HYIa B BO3AyX. OTell, CHIH He JOCTOMH, HO TOJIBKO TaK S MOTY
CIIaCTH ero u cunactu KjiaH CIoH.

— Crott Crox3... — Croli XaHb BCKPUKHYJI OT OOJIM U TYT K€ IOTEePSJI CO3HAHMUE.

Ha ropopckoi cteHe Bce Mondanu. Lluas M omépcs Ha CTeHy, He OBUTASICh, TJISAAS Ha JIeXKallero
BHU3Y Croii Croxs.

«Huuto He BaxkHee Bamero BricouecTBa». «Kyna OBl s HU TIOLIET, 1 Bcerga Oyny psApmoM ¢ Baimmim
BricoyecTBOM».

[eHepar, 3To0 5 moryoun Bac!

JBafIaTh C IUIIHUM JIeT 51 OBUI OCTOPOXKEH, IIPOCTO XOTEN BRIKUTE. [1BOp OBLI X0JIONEH, U HUKTO
HUKOTIa He OTHOCHUJICS KO MHe TakK, Kak reHepai. Temepsb resepan norub 3a MeHs. Kak s Mmory
IIPOMOJIXKATh KUThH?

C cuoii OTTONKHYBIIKUCH OT CTeHH!, LluHb U nepeneTen yepe3 HeE, KaK YBAALINYU JIUCT, U yliaa BHUS.
— Bame BricouectBo!! — Ban LIsiHbX3 GpOCHIICS K CTeHE, HO He YCIIeJI CXBaTUTh €TO0.

Yepena Tparefuii 3acTaBuia BCex Ha CTeHe U BHU3Y 3aMepeTb. OHU CTOSINIM B MTOJIHOW TUILIKHE, TTISAS
OpyT Ha ApyTa.

Huns FOu B3rngHyn Ha fexariero B 1yxe KpoBu Crwoi Cioxs u Llusb U, cnerka cxkan pyKy u
CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJl BHU3:

— Cront Crox3 yKe HaKa3aH. 3aMeCTUTeNIb TeHepaia YkaH, HeMeIJIeHHO OTBEeIUTe BOiCKa 00paTHO B
CunbsgH. CerofHsIIHNE COOBITHSA OyIyT MPOIIEHEL.

3aMeCTUTENIb TeHepasia I0OCMOTPeTI Ha TeNla Ha 3eMJie, 3aTeM OIJITHYICS Ha3af, IOKIOHUIICA Y,
MaxHYyB DyKOH, yBEN BOMCKa.

Ha nsaTeIil feHb ITOCTIe 0TpaBIieHus BOOBCTBYIOIIEX uMnepaTpulisl renepan Cion Croxs IOKOHYUII C
€000, a CTapUINY CHIH IIOKOMHOT'0 UMIIEPATOPa CIPHITHYJ C TOPOACKOM CTEHH U orub. YNHOBHUKH,
CTaBIIIME CBUAETENIIMUA BCEr0 9TOro, 0OJIbIe HE OCMENIMBAIUCE IIIyMETh V¥ BOPOT ABOpIa. [lefCcTBUs
KHs35 LI3WHS 3aCTaBUIM UX 3alyMaThCs: OEUCTBUTELHO JIX BHOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIepaTPUIla CEPLE3HO
00JIbHA, WU 3TO...

— Batre BricouecTBo, — Ukao YKUNUH CTOSAN Iepen KHA3eM L[3uHb U CIIOKOMHO CKa3all:

— OTO CIIUIIKOM CTPaHHO.



— Yro TH x04emb cka3ath? — LluHb FOU cierka omyCTHI TojIoBy, ero U0 OBIJIO He B IIOPSIOKE.
Cwmeprts Crout Croxa u Lluas U BrI3Bana y HeT0 AUCKOMDOPT.

— Ecnu kH3b LI3IHPHUH OTPaBUIT BIOBCTBYIOUIYI0 UMIIEPATPUILY, OH HOJIXKEH ObLT IMOATOTOBUTHCS
nyuuie. CeBepHBIH JTareps JoIkKeH OblT HeMenaeHHo oTpearupoBaTh. Ho Cioit CioX3 IMOCIeIHO
BEPHYJICS C BOMCKAMH ¥ IIOKOHYUI C 000 3a TOpomoM. ITo OOJIbIIe MOX0XKe Ha... — YKao YKUIKUH
cOenain nay3y, 3aTeM IPOAOJIXKUIL:

— JIoByLIKY.
— JloByuky? Ybt0?

Yxkao YKuNUH MoJT4ya MocMOTpen Ha Hero. Lluas KO Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMep, 3aTEM €0 JIUL0
W3MEHHUIOCE.

— ThI X0Uelb cKa3atk... Ho BHOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIEpaTPHIIA yKe OTpaBlieHa u 6e3 CO3HaHMUS.

— Ho eé Xu3Hu HUYero He YIpoXKaerT, a Baiie BricouecTBo YK€ BBI3BaJId HEJOBOJILCTBO U
IMOOJO3peHNA BCETO ABOPDA.

Hunp FO# 3amoryar, HeIOABUKHO TTISIAs BIEPEL.

Ckputl...

IIBeph BHE3AIIHO OTKPHINIACh, ¥ BOexKaj eBHyX BaH. YBuneB Yxkao UkKuMHA, OH Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMep.
— Barre BricouecTBO, BOOBCTBYIOIAs UMIIEpaTpUlia...

— BrizoBuTe nekapesi, — Lluab KO# pe3ko BcTam u 6POCHIICS BIEPE.

Ykao YKUNMH, HEMHOI'0 3aMEIIKAaBIINCE, [TI0CIeN0Bal 3a HUM.

B nokosix nmynbc Haubrys KOinsiHa cranoBuscs Bcé cinabee. Ero 6nenHoe nuio mpuobpeso IErkui
3€eJIeHOBaTHY OTTeHOK. LIuHb FOi CTOSAN y KpOBaTH, KPEIKO CKUMas PYKY 3a CIUHOU. YxKao YXKUIUH,
3aMeTHB 3TO0, CTal emé 601ee CephE3HEIM.

Jlekapu cobpauck BMeCTe, 30 BCEX CHUJI CTapasiCh BHIIEYUTH BOOBCTBYIOIIYIO uMIepaTpuily. KHs3b
LI3uHb C MPAYHBIM JIUI[OM BHI3BIBAJI Y HUX CTPAX, YTO B JII0OOM MOMEHT OH MOXKeT 00pYIIUTh Ha HUX
CBOMU T'HEB.

Haxkosnern, yepe3 4yeTBepTh Yaca JieKapy, BeCh B IIOTY, BHIIUIN. ['TaBHEIN J1eKaph JI10 ITOKIOHUIICSA
KHs310 LI3uHEL 1 cKa3al:

— BposcTBylomas umneparpulia B 6e3omnacHocTy, Bare BricouecTBo MoxkeTe ObITh CIIOKOMHE.
— [louemy BOpyT cTano xyxe?

— 4 BHE3aIllHO aKTUBU3UPOBAJICS, HO MBI BOBPEMS Haya/u JieUeHNe, ¥ OH He [OIIEN J0 ceppla.
Teneps BcE B mopsifKe. Yepe3 ABa OHS OHA [OJIKHA MPOCHYTHCH.

— XM, — pyKa 3a CIIMHOU pa3xXKasach.

Lunp FO# MaxHyNn pyKOii, YTOOH! OH YLIET.



B 3ane Lunp FOU cugen Ha cTyne, TAAAS Ha CTOAIIET0 psgoM YxKao YKunuHa.

— Brl ommm061uch.

— Batre BricouecTBO, BOOBCTBYIOIasA UMIlepaTpulia criaceHa, — 4Ykao YKUNUH ONyCTUII TOJIOBY.
Bbposu Llvee FOg nogusanuck. OH IOCMOTpPEN Ha HEro U IJIyX0 CKa3al:

— Ecnu OBl TeKapy He Hadalu JiedeHre BOBpeMsi, oHa Obl moru6ia. KTo ctan O pUCKOBATh CBOEH
KHN3HBIO?

— Ilo moemy MHeHU10, Balie BeicOueCTBO UMEHHO TaKOU 4ejloBeK, — YkKao YKUNUH MOKJIOHUICI. —
[Tostomy Bare BeicouecTBO JOJIKHEI IOHMMATh, YTO €CJIH CEePALia JIIOAEN. .

— XBatut, — Llunb KOi pe3ko mpepBan ero. — Yxonute u 60IbIIe He TOBOPUTE 00 9TOM.

CornHIle CKPBUIOCH 3a TOPU30HTOM. [IBOpIIOBEIE (hOHAPHU 3aKTJINCh BHYTPU U CHApPyXku 3ana YaHCUHB.
B mokosix TOJIbKO €BHYX BaH CTOS1/1 y IBEpHU, OIYCTUB I'0JIOBY. MaioleTHUY UMIIEPATOP HEYKITIOXKE
XO[IUII [10 TI0JIy, BPEMS OT BpeMeHU Noaxons K KpoBaTy HaneryH HOunsHa U TOHKUM T'OJIOCKOM 30BS:

— Ilama.

Lunup KO# cugen Ha MATKOM KYyIIeTKe, BCE eIllé JepxKa B pyKaX CBUTOK, HO €T'0 B3TJIsH OblT MPUKOBAH
K MaJioJIeTHEMY HMIIepaTopy. Marblll gepKa B pyKax KMCeT ¥, 3aMEeTHUB, YTO TOT CMOTPHUT Ha HEro,
IIOMOIIIE], TIOKAYUBaACh.

— OctopoxHo, — Lluab FO# mpoTSaHy pyKy, 4TOOH IOAAEpKaTh €T0, U C YIBIOKOM cKa3alt:
— Batre BennyecTBo, 0CTOPOXKHO.
— Ilana... — MaJioIeTHUM UMIIepaTop IPOTIHYII KUCET.

[ABTOpPCKOE MpuMedaHue: Boobie-To, y MeHsT TOKe IOJTydaeTCss POMaH [Jist YOOBOIbCTBHS, BEPHO?]
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