— C109... T'ocmogus [y, — Llusp KO mo4yBCTBOBAI TEIIO B CEPAlle ¥ BHE3AIMHO OKJIUKHYII
YXOMSIIETO.

Iy CroaTaH oCTaHOBUIICS U 00epHYyCsS. TOT YelnOBEK CTOSIT B CHEXXHOU Oype, ¥ ero 3HAaKOMBIA 00/THK
3acTaBul CephLe COOPOrHYThCS.

— IIpoctu, — Luss FO# cierka onyCcTui BEKU.
— ITouemy? — ronoc [y Croatasa cierka gpoxari.

— 3a Bcé, — Luup FO# pe3ko momHsIIT B3I U IIOCMOTPEN Ha HETO. — B Te TOfHL... s TOHSJI, TH HE
ObL1 BUHOBAT. ThI OB BEIHYKAEH, OKa3aJICsd B JIOBYIIKE BIacTU. YTO TH Mor chefnaTh oguH! Tak 4To...
B T€ TOMHL... I OBLI CJIMIIKOM MOJIOT!

Oxa3zaBIINChH B 3TOM BOJOBOPOTE, Aaxke ¥ caMoro ceOsi ObIsI0 HEMHOTO BEIOOpa, U 51 BCE PaBHO
IOKaTHUICS o 3Toro. A yto Mor caenath [y Croatan? Ecnu pa3o6paThcs, IPUYUHOM BCETro ObLT I
KHs3b LI31HB!

Iy CroaTaH CTOSIJI IONITOEe BpeMsi, Tpexae yeM IpHIlen B ce0si. OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO IEPBLIH X0JI0[
LI3sTHHAHY HUKOTMA He OB TAKUM JIEJeHSIUM. ITO BBl IPUHECIIH C COO0M 3Ty CHEXHYI0 OypIo?

— Ecnu Tak... — OH cjerka nokJjoHuncsa. — CrosTaH Toxe IIPOCHUT Yy BaC IMPOIIEHNT.

Xa-xa... Lluap O paccMesinics, ero cMex OBUT IOHOIIECKUM M MCKPEeHHMM. — He 3a YTo mpomarTs.
Ecnu pa3o6pathcs, S HOoIKeH mo0Iarogaputh Teds.

— 3a ut0? — [y Ci09TaH YyCMEeXHYJICH.

3a TO, YTO B JIy4IINe TOObl THI MOTI00UT MeHs. 3a TO, YTO TH Hay4ul KHA34 LI3uHb, YTO B MUPE BCE
elllé eCTh UCKPEHHUEe YyBCTBaA. 3a TO... — L{uHb FOil MOCMOTpes Ha Hero CephE3HO. — 3a TBOIO
MUJIOCEPANE Y TOTHOXUS TOPH TSIHBIYH.

Huns FOu nosepuyrcs, u [y Cio3TaH BHe3aIHO KPUKHYJI eMy BCIIeN:
— {1 meuCTBUTENBHO KOTHA-TO OyMall...

— {4 3naw, — uus KO ocTaHOBUIICH, CIerKa 3allpOKUHYJI T'OJIOBY, TJIsAd Ha CHEXKWHKHY, U CKa3aJl, He
o0opaumuBasicb. — ThHl IPOCTO... OOSATICS.

Tel KOTIA-TO myMaJ, KakK U s, YTO €CJIH JIOXKb ITPOMAJIUTCS BCIO XKU3Hb, TO OHA CTAHET IpaBHoi. Ho MBI
00a omuOINCh, a IIOTOM OIIUOIINCEH eIle OOoJIbIIe.

4 popusncs B UMIIEPaTOPCKOM CeMbe, MOE ITPOUCXO0XKAeHUe ObIJI0O 3HATHHIM. f yMari, 4To MOTY felaTh
BCE, UTO YTONHO, KpPOMe y3ypIlaliiyl TPOHa.

B 10HOCTH 5 T03BOJUI ce0e YBIeYhCs MOJIOABIM MAapKU30M My, ¥ B UTOT€ OCTAJICS JIUIIb C PAa30UTHIMU
HagexkmaMu. TOMBKO TOTHA s IOHSJI, YTO, IOMUMO O00JIaJaHus BCeM, 5T TaKxkKe Hecy Ha cebe OpeMs
BCETO.

3aTeM 51 CHOBA yTal B APYTYIO KPAWHOCTb. f1 YUHUIICS Y OPYTUX, XKUBS TOM KU3HBIO, KOTOPAs HOIKHA
Oblya OBITE MOeii. B pe3upenuny KHA3s L[3uHb OO IOJTHO KPacaBull, ¥ S YTOHYJI B 3TOM, AyMas, 4TO
TaK ¥ JOJIXKEeH IIPOXUTh BCIO XKU3Hb. [103TOMy, KOTIa MOJIOLOY I'OCIIONKH IIPOTSHYJ MHE PYKY, 5
CJIMILIKOM JI0JIT0 KoJyiebasics ¥ B3BellIKBall, U B UTOTe 3alyTalcs B 9TOM. Temeps 5 coxasne 00 3TOM.



¢ mymar, 4To y2Ke yCBOWI YPOK. f myMali, 9To eciu Oy[eT ellé OOuH IaHC, s 06sI3aTeIbHO 06peTy
cyacTbe. CTONKHYBIIKCH C UOEATbHEIM MAJIeHBKUM KPEIOM, s He XOTeJl Hi CeKYHIOBl COMHEBAThCS,
He XOTeJI YIIYCKaTh HU OMHOTO IaHca. f UCIoIb30Ball BECh CBOM YM U BCE CBOM YJIOBKH, U B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB 3aCTABUII €70 TIOTI00UTh MEHS.

Ho Bcé M0€ ymoBeTBOpeHue OBIJIO CKPHITO ITOJ JI0XKBIO ¥ BJIACThi0. Korya 10:Kb pacKphliach, OHa
TIOTJIOTHJIA MEHSI, @ TaKXKe IMOTJIOTHIIa ero. TOJIbKO TOT/Ia 5 IMOHSJI, YTO CHOBA OImuoCs!

4 ommbarncs, IOTOMY YTO TaK U He IIOHSJ CMbIC/Ia ITOCJIEMHUX CJIOB MO€e# MaTepHu, TaK ¥ He MOHSI,
KTO S TAKOM ¥ 4TO TaKoe KHS3b LI3uHb. d BTSIHY BCEX B 9TOT BOIOBOPOT, ¥ IIOJl MacCKOM BEJTMKUX
INOCTHUXKEHUM CKPhIBAJIMCh y2KACHBIE TIPECTYINIeHus. TOIbKO Temeps 5 MOHS, YTO He [OCTOUH
TOBOPUTH O UyBCTBaxX. YyBCTBa [Jig MeHsI — 3TO 00y3a, a Ansg Apyrux — Gefa.

— O uém 3agymancs?

Jluab BaHb(3H nepkas B pyKe axMaTHYIO GUTYyPY, IOOHSAT T'OJIOBY U YBUENI, YTO 3TOT bail CMOTpUT
B OKHO C CTPAHHBLIM BHIpAXKEHUEM JIUIIA.

— Yero toponuus? — uas KOU 04HyICA, B3TIAHYI Ha OCKY U CKa3all:

— Bcé paBHO He BHIUTPAEIIb.

— Tol... — JIlunb Banbhsn Haxmypuncsa. — [[eCTBUTEIbHO IPOTUBHEIN.

— 3Hatw, — Lunp O npoTsaHys, TOBOPS HeOPEeKHO, HO C HOTKOM COXKaJleHus.
Li3saHBE

«TBI TPOCTO GOSATICS».

,]:[y CroaTaH MJIOTHO 3aKPEHITI T'JIa3ad, X 3TU CJIOBA HE BRIXOOUIIN Y HETO U3 I'OJIOBHI. On PE3KO OTKPHII
r7a3a, 3a OKHOM Oblla t-IépHaff HouYb. OH Ol'IépCH Ha PYKY H CeJI, CJIOBHO 4YTO-TO HIIIA.

Ia, s geCTBUTENbHO GOSJICS, TIO3TOMY S CHAJICS, OTKa3asCs.

KHs3B, C 3TOT0 MOMEHTa MBI KBUTHL. Korfja Mbl BCTpETUMCSI CHOBA, 51 00JIblile He Oyay MPOSBIAThH
CHUCXOXIEHUE.

Cepaiie HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJIOCH, U OH CHOBA JIET. [y CioaTaH 3aCHYII B MONYOPEME, U B PEKYIO
CHEXHYI0 HOYb LI3gHbe pa3pascs MIENOT, IOX0XKUHM Ha COHHEBIM Opeq.

— Mg 06513aTeNTbHO BCTPETUMCST CHOBa!

TpuHapmaTeii rog 9pel KOHXS, IOCIe BeCEHHETO XKEPTBOMPUHOIIEH S, nMIepaTop CioaHb BHE3AIIHO
3aboren Oosne3Hbio xoofa. B [IBopiie FOHIIIOY TPHOCTaHOBUIIN ayIUeHIINH, He 00bSIBUB JaThl
BO300HOBJIEHUS.

Y ceBepHBIX BOPOT L[3siHBE B rOPOA BOPBAJICS BCAgHUK M MTHOBEHHO MCYE3 B Pe3UEHIINN BOEHHOTO
COBETHMKA Ha BOCTOKE ropofia.

— dAnp Hlunzoas? — Oy KOKCE MOCMOTpeN Ha MUCBEMO B PyKe U BOPYT yCMexHyIcd. — CKaxu TaH
LI3e, uToOH OH Mepeman 3To Bax LIgHBXS.

— CHYH.IHI-O, — YeJIOBEK BHU3Y HE CTAJl HU4YEro IIO6&BJ'[HTB, TIOBEPHYIJICSA, CEJI Ha KOHSA U CHOBaA ye€Xall



qyepe3 CeBepPHBIE BOPOTa.

Kus13pb 1I37THbHUH ObLT HU3I0KEH, ¥ 3TO [eJ10 OBIJI0 HECKOIbKO CTPAHHBIM. MHOTHE CTaphle
YUHOBHUKYM COMHEBAJIMCh, HO HE OCMEJINBAJIUCh 3aaBaTh BOIPOCH. Beab BCe 3HaIU, YTO UMIIEPaTop
CroaHb 0/71aTOBOJIUT YETBEPTOMY IIPUHIY, U HUKTO HE CMeJl Pa3rHeBaTh ero, 0OBUHSS B U3MEHE.

Ho... Temneps BCE OBIIIO MHAYE.
Cronuiia
Tan LI3e cTosn B KabuHeTe BaH [sHBX9, CKPECTUB PYKH ¥ ONYCTUB B3TJISAM Ha IIOJI.

— 370... mpaBaa? — Ban [IsTHBX3 ITOCMOTPEII HA HETO, ¥ B €T0 CTAPHIX I'Jla3ax He ObIIO HU KallJlx
MYTHOCTH.

— 41 He ocMmemnuics 0wl nraTh, — TaH Ll3e CKIIOHUIICA ellé HuXKe, IOYTUTEJIbHO cKa3aB. — Ilocre
VMHINUIEHTa B 3allagHOM ITapKe U3 pe3ueHIINY MapKu3a BoHs BLIBE3TTM OOHOTO YeI0BeKa, ¥ 3TO OBIIO
B HOUYHOE BpeMS.

— XM... — Ban IgHbX3 KUBHYJI, 3aTeM BOPYT IOOHS OPOBHU U CIIPOCHIL:
— [ToueMmy THI He cKa3an 00 3ToM LieH30py JInHIO?

— Bce B cTOJIMLE HANlyraHbl, 1 HE OCMEJIUJICSA TOBOPUTh. TOIBKO BevKu HaCTaBHUK OCMEJIUTCS
BOCCTAHOBUTbH CIIPABEIIUBOCTh U YCTPAHUThL HETOMSIEB.

Ha go6popmyurHom nutie TaH 1[3e MebKHY A TPeBOTa, OH CxKaJj TafoHb. BaH I[sHBXS MOCMOTpPET Ha
HETO ¥ BHYTPEHHE KUBHYJI, 3aTe€M BCTal U CKa3all:

— 4 gonoxy 06 aTom Ero BenuuecTsy. THL... TOKa MOITYH.
— Cnymaro.

Kak toneko TaH 1I3e ymen, Ban Lissabpxa cpa3y ke Cel B 9KUIaX U OTIPaBUICSA B UMIEPaTOPCKUU
nBopell. B [IBopiie YkaoBa BUTal IETKUY 3amax JeKapcTB. Bad LIgHbX3 clerka HaxMypUJICS U BOIIE.

— Yuurtens, — umnepatop CioaHb CHfeN Ha MATKOM KyLIETKE B 3allafHOM (Iuresie ¥ CMOTpe Ha
Hero. — YTo CIIy4usioch?

— Bame BenuuecTBo... moXKanyicTa, B3TISHUTe, — Bennkuil HacTaBHUK BaH yBUIENT U3MOXIEHHOE
JIUII0 UMIIepaTopa M clierka 3akojie0ascs, HO BCE JKe MPOTSAHYII TUCHEMO.

HmnepaTtop CioaHb B3sJI KOHBEPT U3 €r0 PYK, Ipobexkar rla3aMu U BAPYT Hadall CUJIbHO KAIIISTh.
— Bamme BenmuuecTBo, 6eperurte... 6eperute cebs!

— Kamens... mepenarts... nepegath yka3, — uMIepatop CioaHb OTTONKHYN BaH LISHBX3 U TOCMOTpEN
Ha Hero. — Youth Aub [Iu1310Hs, yOUTE...

— Cnyuraro.
— Ilogoxpmu.

VimnepaTop CioaHb CHOBa OCTaHOBUI ero. BaH LIsiHbXx3 00epHYJICS, UMIIePaTOP BHIIPSAMHUIICS,



PYMSsiHeI] Ha ero JIUIle elle He COIIEN, HO B3TJIAA cTajl ACHEIM. OH IIOCMOTpEJ Ha HETO U CIIPOCHUII:
— KT0 packpein sT0 geno?

— Hensop Tau Lize.

Tan 113e! Ummepartop CroaHb MPoOOPMOTaI 3TO UM, 3aTEM CHOBA IIOCMOTPETI Ha HEero U CKa3all:
— OTO [eJI0 He JOJIKHO BEIXOAUTH 3a IIpefesibl. Y4YuTelb, BO3BpallauTeCs.

He momxHOo BHIXOOUTH 3a mpefens? Bad LIsTHEX? BHYTPEHHE B3IPOTHYJI, IIOYYBCTBOBAB HelmamHoe. OH
y2Ke XOTeJl 3aTOBOPHUTh, HO uMmepaTop CloaHb qoOaBuUI:

— 4 no3abouyck 0 cebe U 3aTI0OMHIO 3TO.

— Bam cnyra npuHUMaeT yka3, — Ban LISIHbXS yIIEN, ¥ €T0 IIary CTaau TSXkKesee, YeM KOTha OH
IPUIIETN.

3amagHasa 6aH.IH${, HMIIEpaTop CroaHb NOOHSJICS Ha BBEICOTY M ITIOCMOTpPEJ BOAJIb. Bbonesus xonoma
BEI3BaJla €ro CTapsi€ PaHEI OT CTPEJI U OTPAaBJIEHUS, HECKOJIBKO HEAYI'OB HAJIOZKHUIINCE OPYT Ha OPYyTa,
IIO3TOMY €MY IIPUIIIIOCE MTPUOCTAHOBUTL aYTUEHIINN.

Heyxenu Mo¥ CpPOK IIPHUILIEN, ¥ TI03TOMY BCE TaK 3amyTanock? Ecnu 310 Tak, To Aub [IIun3ioHs,
BEPOSITHO, HeNlb3s1 yOHUBATE...

Cu-3p yxe OBUT BO3BEHEH Ha 3TOT TPoH. Eciu youtsh Aub [IIKI[310HS U BOCCTAHOBUTH TUTYI U-3p, TO
3TO, HECOMHEHHO, IT0KaXeT BceMy MUpY, 4To Lluap Cu He nosKeH ObLI OBITH BO3BENIEH Ha TPOH, U
JIIONY HAYHYT NO#03peBaTth, 4yTo KOMIsSH HaMepeHHO [TOACTPOUTI BCE, YTOOH! 3aXBaTUTh TPOH.

[TosTomy Henb3s1 yOUBaTh... UHa4e g NeUCTBUTENIBHO... Cu-3p U FOiIgH He CMOTYT BHIXKUTH, OHU
noruOHYT NOA TON03PEeHUsIMU HOBOT'O UMIIepaTopa.

— Martyuka-uMIepaTpuiia, I HaKOHeIl TOHSJI, II0YeMYy Bbl IOCTYIIHMIN TaK TOTHa, — MPOIIenTal
umnepatop CioaHb.

Bul PaCKpHIIK BCE ITPECTYIINIEHU A, HE 00s1Ch BEI3BAaTh HEHABUCTh CBbIHa, TOJIBKO YTOOHB! S U IIECTOH
6paT MOTJIX BRIKUThL. Telepsb 4, KakK 1 BHI, X049y, YTOOBI MOH CHIHOBbBST BBIZKHIIH.

CrnycTuBIIKCE B OOQUHOYECTBE, uMIepaTop CroaHb JOTPOHYJICA [0 CHera Ha Iiepuiax. Bo cHe 310
OBLIO He TaK, 51 He ObLJI COy4YaCTHUKOM, S OBUI 3aYMHIIMKOM. [lake CHeXKHas O0yps He MOXKET CKPHITh
OecuncleHHbIe IPECTYIIEHUS U IUIIEMEPHE 3a IBOPIIOBEIMU CTEHAMH.

— Baime BenmuecTBo, mopa BO3BpaIaThCs.
— 4 X04y MOCeTUTH XpaM IIPEKOB.
VimmepaTop CioaHb 3alliaras, ero TeJjIo MOf IJIallloM BHe3allHO CTaJio Ka3aThCsl 00Jiee XyIbIM.

MHoroe B XHU3HHU UAET HE TaK, KaK X0TeJIoch Obl. BaH LIgHbX2 Hamesics, 9yTo uMmepaTtop CooaHb
m03a00TUTCS 0 cebe, HAMEsJICS, YTO OH MOMPABUTCS, YTOOH fAHB IIIMN310HL OB HaKa3aH, a CTAPLINN
IPUHI cnacéH. Ho...

TpunaguaTeiii rop 3pel FOuX3, heBpans. CocTosinne umnepatopa CroaHs yXy[ALUIUIOCh, OH CJIET B
IIOCTEJTb ¥ CPOYHO BhI3BaJI TPEX BHICIIMX YNHOBHUKOB ¥ BeMKOro HacTaBHUKA IJ151 YIIPaBIeHUS



TrOCYNApPCTBEHHBIMHU [IE€JIaMHU.
l'opon HamnsH
— Cnér B mocTerns!

Ban M3H BOCKIIUKHYJI, THCTUHKTUBHO [I0YYBCTBOBAB HeJlafHOE, HO OH HE MOT MIOHATH, B YEM [€JI0, U
IIOBEPHYJICA K UKao YKUNUHY, CTOABIIEMY pALOM. ['ocrioguH YKao HaXMypUJICH.

— Yro menats? — COPOCHI OH.
— Hert gpyroro Beixofa, KpOMe KaK HauTU KHA351, — MPa4yHO CKa3asl YkKao YKUMUH.

Bau MaH 3aKaTu rnasa, Ha ero JIUile D0SBUIOCh TSAXKENoe BepaxkeHue. OHU UCKalld B CTOJIMYHON
001acTH, K CeBepy OT 3acTaBhl TSHBIIYHL U 110 BceMY ['yaHbYXKYHY, HO TaK U He HAIIU HU Cllefia
KHS3s 113UHE.

KHs3b SBHO HaMEPEHHO CKPBIBAICS OT HUX!

— 4l noHMMal0, HO eCNi MBI He HalieM KH$351 L[3uHb, 1apcTBO LI3WHB [OIT0 HE POAEPKUTCS, — Ha
nune Yxkao YKuNuHa 0IBUIaCh TEHb OTYAsHUS.

[ABTOpCKHE IpUMeYaHus, KOMMEHTapuu UK MMyCTO]
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