[Toxoxke, uTo paHbine JInHb BaHbhaH cOexkal 3a mpepens apcTBa Y. OH MpuKasall CIefuTh TOIBKO B
Ipefeax IapcTBa Y, MO3TOMY €ro He Hallu. [IpuHSIB 0T MOAYUHEHHOT0 mOopTPeTH, Iy Clo9TaH B3sI
YaIlKy 4as ¥ HayaJl paCCMaTPUBATh.

Ha nepBoMm Onlna MajieHbKas IeBOYKa, COBCEM (0Has. Ha BTOpPOM... 3TOT 4eI0BEK BHITTISIAEN TaK
3HakoMo. [ly Cro3TaH Ccjerka HaxMypHJICs, BHUMATENIbHO IIPUCMOTPEBIIUCE.

BHe3anHO pyka, fepxKalllad YallKy, AporHysaa. OH He IOHSJII TOJI0BbI, CIIOKOMHO CIPOCHUIT:
— THI 3aHUMAJICS 9TUM OeJIoM?

— Ia.

— Xopo11o, uny, g ogymMalo.

— Cnyumarocs.

[MogurHEHHBIN yoanuics, u [y CioaTaH I'POMKO ITOCTaBUII YalikKy. Ero ceppiie 3ab6unock OrICTPEE,
CIIOKOMCTBHE B I'Jla3ax UCUE3JI0, OCTABUB TOJIBKO IIOK.

— Bor moyemy... BoT mouemy Jly Llyn He cMmor HaiTu Bac. OKa3bIBa€TCS, BH OBIIH... B IfapcTBe V!
Barre BEICOYECTBO, 3TO CIIMIIKOM PUCKOBAHHO. BEI Tak yBEepEHBI, YTO HUYETO He CIIYYUTCS, UIIH...
[Toceénok Ulyi4yXoHb

Luup KO# cumen Ha BepaH[e, YKPHITHIN TOJICTHIM OfesI/IOM, ¥ CMOTPeJI Ha MafaloIlui CHer. 9TOT CHeT
HavaJICs BYEpa U IIEJT BCIO HOYb. MeCcTHBIe TOBOPHIIM, UTO Ha 1ore KuTas HUKOrHa He OBIJIO TAKOTO
CHJIBHOT'O CHETOIIafia, a OH BOT IIOMaAJl.

— ITama, Bar uai.
— XM, — Hunub FOu B35 Yaliky, MOABUHYJCS U IOXJIONaI Mo cTyny. — Caguch crofa.

Cio03 LIgHbIsHE YIBIOHYIACh, CEIa PSOOM, IoAIepsia nogO0PONOK PYKO U, TSI HA CHET,
npobopMoTana:

— Taxko# CUNMbHEINA CHET, 5T BUXKY €TI0 BIIEPBHIE.
— Ha 1ore 3T0 IeCTBUTEIbLHO PEOKOCTb.
— Ilama Bumern e1é OOIBIINUNA CHEr?

— Bupen, — Luns FO# mepxkar 4aliky, oys Ha map. — Ec/iu BCTIOMHUTH, CaMblit 60JIbII0M CHET OB B
[I3nusHe, Ha CeBEePHOU rpaHulie. TaMm BeTep NEOsSHOU, HO CHET He TaKOU CUIbHBIN.

— TaM, HaBepHOE, 3aMep3aelllb, — JeBOYKA HHCTUHKTUBHO BTSHYIIA IIEIO.
— KT0 cKa3ai, s Befb KUB U 3[I0POB.

Xe-xe... IeBOYKa 3aCMesiyiach, IIOTOM B3[OXHYJIa U CKa3asa:

— ITOT CHeT He MpeKpallaeTcs, KakK ke JenaTs Topy?

— Kxwm... — Huns O monepxHyscs, BEITEP POT U CKa3al:



— TwI TOXKe cTajla KakK 9TOT MapLIXBeII.
— Xe-xe, s CIbIIana, Kak 6paTter; ®9H BCE BpeMsi TOBOPUT 00 3TOM.
— He obpamait Ha Hero BHHMaHUS, ¥ HETO TPOOIEMEL C TOJIOBOM.

TONBKO 4TO OH 3TO CKa3as, Kak napmusel] JIuHs Banb(hoH BOIIIEN B ABePh. YBUMIEB NTIOAEH Ha
BepaHfe, OH HaXMYPHUJICS, CHSJI IJIall ¥ OTPSAXHYI ero.

— Korpa ke 3TOT MPOTUBHBINA CHET IIPEKPaTUTCS?
Cros LIgHbIIIHD BCTaa, B3sJ1a ero IJlalll U CKa3asa:

— 4 TonbKO 4YTO roBOpuUiIa ¢ manoi o0 3ToM. [Toka CHer He IPEKPaTUTCS, Mbl HE CMOXKEM BHIUTH
IpofaBaTh TOQYy.

— Ia, — JIueb BaHb()9H TOXKe HaIuI cebe ropsiuero yasi, ceil PAOoM U, OPOCHB B3I Ha YIOTHO
«OTIBIXAIONIET0» IIECTOT0 TOCTIOAUH Bbast, cripocur:

— TBos paHa B nopsgke?

— B mopsigke, — Lunb FO#t yneibHYICS.

— Torpa xopoio, — JIuab Baub(daH, s BIepen, ckal3an:

— Korpa cHer npekpaTUTCs, Thl IOMOENIL CO MHOU ITpOfiaBaTh TOQy.

— 3aueM B Takou xomon? — Lluub KOt pa3gpaxEéHHO OTBETHIL.

— Torpma momoxkmeM, moka noremnneet, — JIudb BaHb(h)9H He cTall HaCTanuBaTh.

— XM™... — Ilunp KO mogusm OpoBu, BCE PaBHO He XKejas 3TOro, ¥ IpoOopMOTat:

— Korpga notenneet, Mbl noefgeM Ha FOxHoe Mope. [TofoXaEM, ITOKa BEPHEMCS.

— Crapuk, THI POCTO HE MOXKEIIb IPOXKUTE feHb 0e3 ccophl, — JInHb BaHb(h3H HaKOHEI Pa303jIUICS.

— Kakas ccopa, 3aueM HaM BooO1le npofgaBaTh Tody? — Lluas 0 ¢ HegjoyMeHHeM IOCMOTPeII Ha
Hero. — Ecnu ThI cKy4aeIs 1o Ma Y, coxru emy 6osbiiie 6yMaxKHEIX feHer Ha LluamuH. [IpogaBaTh
TO(y, 4TOOBI BCIIOMHUTH OTIIA, 3TO CIUIIKOM CTPAHHO.

— MHe HpaBUTCS, CTAapUK. TH caM CKa3aJl, YTo Oymels IpogaBaTh TOQY, X YTO BCE, UTO MOT HefaTh
OTell, Thl TOXKEe CMOXKeIllb. A Teleps... nepegymall, aa?

Hunp FOu 3akaTuii ria3a, CMOTPS Ha HETO C JOCagou.

— 4 mpocTo xoTen 3aHATh Tebs yeM-To. KTo ckasas, YTo Thl JOJIXKEH YIIOPCTBOBATh B 9TOM B JII00YIO
norony? Y 3To He 0TKa3, 9TO 51 yuy Tebs He ObITh YIPSIMBIM.

— CTrapuK, KOTOPHIM He IEPXKUT CJIOBA...
— [NapmmBen, g cKaxy Tebe...

Cro9 LIsHBIIHE TOCMOTPEJIA Ha HUX, 3€BHYJIa ¥ CIIOKOMHO BOIIIA B JOM. YTPOM Iala y4us eé
mepornudamM, a OHa eIle He BhHyduma.



OHY CIIOPUIIA IIEJIBIA Yac, ¥ B UTOTE KaXKOBIH TIOIIEN Ha YCTYIKH. JInHb BaHb(pH COTIacuics
IIPONOIKHUTE IIPOAaBaTh ToPy mocye Bo3BpamieHus ¢ FOKHOro Mopsi, a IIeCTOH TocmoguH bai
nooberian 00s3aTeIbHO IPOIOJIKUTE fAeo Ma YV mo mpopmaxe Tody.

3a BOCTOYHHIMH BOPOTAMHM rOpPOfa, Ha MaJIeHbKOM IIPUTOKe peku fAunanb, [lunb F0i cumen Ha Gepery
C YOOYKOM, OTJISIIbIBAsICh BOKPYT, U BOAPYT HAaXMYPHUJICS, BeIpaxkKas SBHOE pa304apoBaHMUeE.

— Kr0 BoOO111€ TPUXOAUT CIofa JIOBUTH prIOy? Bparel] Xy Toxke Hay4IHUICS BPATh.

C Tex mop Kak OH 3a0o01ej, mecToy rocroauH bait Obl 3amepT qoMa gBa Mecsila, eMy ObLII0
HEBEPOSITHO CKY4YHO. B sHBape HeKyma ObIJIO UATH, IO3TOMY OH BEIOPAs 3TO MECTO, YTOOB! YOUTH
BpeMsi, HO He MOMMaJl HX OOHOMN PHIOHL.

Ha neGe Hauan magath cHer, Lluap FOi HaxMypuscs, miIoTHee 3aKyTaJiCs B IIall, OPOCU yIOUKY U
Ccpa3y XKe OTIIPaBUJICSA TOMOU.

— C TakuM CHeTOM JIOBUTH prIOy? 4 Gosblile HUKOTIa He TI0BEpIO. ..
— Baiire BLICOYECTBO.

T'omnoc IIpepsai ero 60pMOTaHI/Ie. Huns Ou IIOBEPHYII TOJIOBY U YBUOEJI YE€JIOBEKa B JINChEM IIJIallle,
CTOSIIIEeTr0 CIIOKOMHO, KakK BO CHE.

9X... KaK THI 3[eCh OKa3aJscs!

— BaM He cTouT OBITH 30€Ch, — NEePBEIM 3aroBopui [y CioaTaH, TTISAsS Ha He3HAKOMOT0 KHA35
L3uHb, ¥ TPOOOIIKHUII:

— OTO CIIUIIKOM PUCKOBAHHO.

— Yro ke genaTh? — Lluab FO# omycTun rogoBy U yabIOHYJICS, COeaB 1Iar Bepen. — B gpyrux
MecCTax eIlé ormacHee.

Kak tak? Ecnu BEl BepHETECH B IIapCTBO LI3MHB, KTO B 3TOM MUpPE CMOXKET YIrpoXkKaTh KHS3I0 LI3uHb?
— Kakwue y Bac OTHOIIIEHUS C 3TUM aKTEPOM?
AkTép? Llunp FOi 3agymarcs, 3aTeM CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUII:

— Mgl criyyaiiHO TO3HAKOMUJIACh, HUKaKuX oTHoweHuH. [lepemgaiite mens: @y FOuchH, eMy BCE paBHO
Ha 3TOTO MapIIuBIa.

Ha, Oy CroaTaH ynbIOHYIICS, CMBICH YiIBIOKK OBl HesiceH. OH ceras mar B CTOPOHY M CKa3all:
— Bairie BBICOUECTBO, IIPOILTY.

Llunp IO roppKo YCMeXHYIICS, TTISIAs Ha OM13Kue BOCTOYHBIE BOpoTa. LISHBISHE XKaana, YTO OH
BEPHETCS C PHIOOIL, HO B 9TOM peKe He ObIJI0 PHIOHL.

Ha manenbskou nogke Lluas FOu u [y Cro3TaH cupenu Apyr HaIpOTUB APYra, a 4eI0BeK Ha HOCY
JIOOKY YIIPaBJIsAI €fo.

— l'ocnogus [y, — Bce amouuu Oy mopaBieHsl, Llunap O, rasas Ha peKy, CKas3all eMy:



— BB XOTUTE OTBE3TH MOIO TOJIOBY 00PATHO UJTK MEHSI CAMOTO?

Iy CioaTaH OB YOUBIEH 9TUM oOpallieHreM, IIOTHSI OPOBU ¥, UTHOPUPYS I'PyOyIo ofeXay 1
pacTpénanHy 00pony, yBUAeN Ileper co00M CIIOKOMHOIO ¥ YBEPEHHOI'0 YesloBeKa — KHA3s L[3uHb!

— Kak BmI fymaerte?

— Cyqs4 1o BalieMy BU[Y, BB XOTUTE 3a0paTh MeHs KUBhIM.

Iy CrosTaH OIyCTHUJI TOJIOBY, He CKa3aB HU CJI0Ba, XU TUXO CIPOCHIL:

— Kakas pa3Huia MeXay KU3HbI0 U CMEPThHI0?

9TOT Bompoc OblI 3afiaH KHA310 1[31Hb, HO OH yapuJI II0 ero COGCTBEHHOMY CEepALLy.

— Ecnu BB BO3BMETE MO0 T'OJIOBY, BHl BOWIETE B UCTOPHIO, JOCTUTHETE ycIiexa B napcTBe Y. Ecnu s
0CTaHyCh XKUBBIM... — Lunp KO nogHsn 6poBy, rIsAs Ha HETO, MeOJIEHHO CKa3all:

— Brl OyzmeTe B OMTacHOCTH.

— B omacHocTu? — [y Cio3TaH clerka IPUITOOHST OPOBHU, B €T0 BIIAZKHHIX T'Ta3aX MENbKHYI BOIIPOC,
¥ OH yNBIOHYICS. — [laXke eCJi BOEHHEIM COBETHHK Y3HAET O MPOIIJIOM B CTONIMIIE... OH, BEPOSITHO,
CTaHeT elé 00JIbIle MHE TOBEPSTE.

— Hert, — luns KO# mokayasn ronoBou, riasas Ha Hero. — HeKOTOpEIe BEIIH, eCIU TIOCMOTPETh Ha
HUX C OIPYT0# CTOPOHHI, BEITJISAST BCE Goiee Momo3puTeibHo, 0cobeHHo ecimu Oy FOMckH «cam
00HApPyKUT» HAIIIX OTHOIIEHHUS.

— Baie BbICOUECTBO TaK YBEPEHBI?
— Ia.

[Tucemo, HanucanHoe @y KO#CH, OBITIO CIUIIKOM MPOCTHIM. [laike MasieHInuit HaMEK 3aCTaBUII OBl €T0
ycoMmHuThCS B [y Croatane. Ecnu @y FOiice xoTen yHu4YTOXUTEL JInHb BanbdhaHa, To TeM Gojiee OH He
IOIIAAUT TOT0, KOMY IOBEPSIII.

Xe-xe... [ly CroaTaH TUXO 3aCMesisICs, BeTep MOOHAI NPSAAb €r0 BOJIOC, ¥ OH, IJIIAsd Ha PeKy, cKa3all:
— Baime BbICOYECTBO, Balllk CJIOBA TOJKAIOT BaCc Ha BEPHYIO CMEPTh.
— [Ha... xe-xe, — Lluas FO# mocMoTpen Ha 3Ty NPSAb BOJIOC U YIABIOHYICS.

[Tomagu oH B pyku @y FOtichl, 3T0 moryousno Osl eme Gombiile mogei. JIydlile ymepeTs U JaTh BaM
IIaHC HA YCIEX.

— Ho g #e Bepio, — [y CioaTaHy He HPaBWJICS 3TOT CMeX, He HPaBWJIOCh TO, YTO OH 03Hayaj. OH
cXaJj PyKy B KyJlaK IIOf IIJIalllOM U CKa3all:

— A He BePIO, IOTOMY YTO KHA3b I3uHb HE CJIaéTCH TakK JIETKO.

BepHo, HO 5 Gonbiile He KHA3b L[3unb! Lunb KO omycTus ronosy, He oTBedasi. CloBa, UCXOHSIIINE OT
Hero, ObIJI0 TPYAHO BOCIIPUHUMATEL BCEPHE3.

— B cempMoM ropgy apel FOHX3, nmogu u3 okpyra MHYKO0y ObIIK BallUMU? — BOPYT cpocu [y



Croaras.

Oxpyr Uuuxkoy? KTo-To neiTancs youts Ciostana! Lunb O n3aMeHuncs B nuile, mokadas I'OJIOBOU U
cKasas:

— Her.

Het? Iy CroaTaH yCIOKOUIICS, TTIAA Ha PeKy, He roBops HU cnoBa. Luas FOu, cupgs HanpoTus,
IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HeT0 HEKOTOPOe BPeMs, 3aTeM OTBEPHYJICS U TOXKe YCTaBUJICS Ha PEKY.

— Baire BbICOYECTBO, MBI ITPUOBLIIH.

Jlogka mpuyanuia, [y CioaTaH BhIIIEN U3 KalOTH ¥ BCTasl Ha 6eper. Lluas KO BHIIIEN BCaen 3a HUM,
HO Tepeq HUM He OBITIO conmaT B gocnexax. OH 3aMep. ITO XKe IPUCTAHb B IIOCETKE?

— Tl'ociopuH y?
— Hnure.

Luns 0 ¢ HegoyMeHHEM ITOCMOTPEN Ha HETo, HO He JBUHYJICA ¢ MecTa. Ha HeGe CHOBa Havas
nagath cHer, u [ly Cro3TaH, I/1g Ha HEro CKBO3b CHEXHYIO 3aBeCy, IIOMIEBENINII TaIbllaMu.

— AxTéEp psAmoM ¢ Bamu cOexkall U3 OBOpIA KHA3S Y. f ucKaj ero ¥ HaTKHYJICS Ha Bac... Bac... — Iy
C1o3TaH OTKPHIT POT, HO IIPOTJIOTUII TTOCTIETHUE CJI0BA, PA3BEPHYIICS U YIIE.

C XUTPOCTLIO KHA35A LI3uHBL OH JONXKEH OBLT TIIOHATH, YTO HYKHO OBITH OCTOPOZKHEIM.

[HeT aBTOPCKUX IpUMEYaAHUM ]
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