— Crnemy# 3a MHOM 00paTHO B ropof ba#I3us ois oT4eTa.
— Crnymarocs.

[Tepen rma3aMu mossBUICS CBeT, U JIuHb Banb(daH clerka IpUOTKPHIT BEKU. Biameke MenbKanu
3eJIEHBIE TOPHI, KOTOPHIE TO IIOGHUMAJIKUCH, TO ONycKanuch. OH Clerka IMOIIEeBEIUICS, U ero IeKa
TepJiack 0 rpyOyI0 TKaHb XanaTa. ['yObl IpOTHYIH, HO 3ByKa He MOCIeq0BaJo.

— Bceé B mopsimke, — IO4YYBCTBOBAB, YTO OH OuHYyJCs, LluHb FO# cnerka moBepHyJI TOJIOBY U CKa3all:
— Kak HaliiéM MecTo OJ1s1 OTAbIXa, BCE OYIET XOPOIIIO.

— Vry, — ycneimas ero rojnoc, JIuub Baub¢haH paccnabuics, nexa Ha ero CluHe.

9tort Baii, cnacubo, 4To He Opocusl MeHs, criacubo, YTO He OTBEPHYJICS OT MeHs!

Bnepenu Lunp FO# Ovin 61emeH, ry6On ero mocuneny. CTpesa B mede Oblyla yKe yOoajaeHa, HO OH HEC
Jluap Banb(sHa BCIO HOYB U YK€ OOCTUT IIpeferna.

Huus FOu He 3HaJ, Kak eMy yOasoch IPOogepxKaThCs, HO OH IIOCTOSTHHO BCIIOMUHAJ CJjIoBa Ma V:
«BrxxuBY, 103a00TECHE 0 Cs20 PaHe».

[Top manmgamuM nonyneHHbIM conHleM Llune FOi mo4yyBCTBOBAJ rOJI0BOKpYyKeHue. Boanu oH yBULesn
He0O0bII0M NOMUK. Ero HOTY ITOJKOCUIIUCE, U OH yIajl Ha KOJIeHHU, BEITIHYB PYKU Brepén. OH He OB
yBepeH, OBbL U 5TOT JOM TaJITIoNUHAIMelN UIK PealbHOCTHIO.

— Ilo... momorure!
— MaMma, — MaJbYMK yKa3as BIIePEH, — TaM KTO-TO eCTbh.

— A? — W3 goMa BHIINIIA XKEHITMHA, HE CTapasi, HO C JIETKUMM CJIefaMu BPEMEHH Ha JTHUIIE,
COXPaHUBIIEM 6BIJ'IYIO KpacoTy. — Wu, momoxkaou 30ech, — CKa3aia OHa, HaIIPaBJIAACH K TOMY MECTY.

l'opop Baiinzux
— BoeHHBIV COBETHUK, reHepan JIy BepHyCS.
— IIpocute BouUTH.

@y FOiicel cupen 3a CTOJIOM, TS Ha ABePh. [IOCTOPOHHNE He MOTJIM 3aMeTHUTh ero 0eCIIOKOMCTBA 3a
MacCKOM CIIOKOMCTBHUSI.

— [IpuBeTCTBYI0 BOEHHOT'O COBETHHKA.
— Kak pena? — manpsamywo cupocun Oy Hucw.

— M&I younu ogHOTo YesnoBeKa. Y Hero 0v10 9710, — JIy LIyH OByMSI pyKaMu IPOTSIHY HeGPUTOBYIO
110gBeCKy. XOTSI OH OBLI IIOYTHU YBEPEH, UTO 3TO ObUI KHA3D LI3UHE, Tepesl BOEHHEIM COBETHUKOM OH He
OCMEJIUJICS YTBePXKAATh 3TO.

@y HO#icHI TOMOIIEN K HEMY, B3SIJT IIOJIBECKY. ITO...

OH BU[IeN TaKylo e IOJBECKY ¥ KHA35 Y, TOJIbKO Ha TOM OBbIJI0 BHI'PABUPOBAHO UMS «BaHBIMH». ITO
ObLT Jap MOKOWHOT0 UMIIepaTopa, KaxKabli IIPUHI] II0Tydas TaKylo C JeTCTBa. JHAUMUT...



CxkaB nmogBecky, @y FO#ich mouyBCTBOBAI JIETKYIO PAIOCTh ¥ CIIPOCHIT:
— I'me on?

— 3a BOpOTaMH.

— OTBenu MeHd K HEMY.

Jly Llyn nposén @y Oiick Bo 1BOD, r'me cHsAN Genyto TKaHb. Oy FOHCH HEBOJILHO OTCTYINII Ha IIar,
CJlerka IOMHST TOJI0BY U B3LOXHYIL.

— Boennr1 coBeTHUK? — Jly LIyH IOOHAI rOJIOBY, YyBCTBYS, YTO YTO-TO He TakK.
@y HOiticsl GEICTPO BOCCTaHOBUII caMoobIafaHue U CIIOKOMHO CKa3al:
— OTO0 He KHA3b L[3uHE.

Iaxe B TaKuX 00CTOSITEILCTBAX Thl CMOT YIM3HYTh. BocxuturtenbHo. @y FOHCH KOCHYIICS TIOOBECKHU B
PYKe, B €ro Iri1a3axX MeJIbKHYJ XOJIOMOHEIH 61eCK, ¥ OH Pa3BePHYJICS, YTOOBI YHTH.

— IpopomnxkaiiTe uckaTh KHA3s [13uHb. UMs Bait JTio, BeposTHO, 60sblile He OyOeT UCIIOIb30BaThCS.
O6paruTe BHHMaHue Ha okpyra IllyiHuH u L3u.

— Cnyuaiocs.

B KoMHaTe KHS3b Y BOIIEN COOKY ¥ CIIPOCHIT:

— Jly LlyH BepHynca?

— OH npusec 310, — orBeTun Oy FOuCH.

KH$3p YV B3rIsIHYJ Ha IOABECKY B €r0 PYKe, HO He BhIPA3ujl PafoCTH.
— 3HAYUT, BCE MOTyIUIIOCH?

— Het, — mokauan ronoso#i @y FO¥#CH, 3aMeTHB ero BeIpaxkeHue, u yabiOHycs. — Ero BeicouecTBo
KH3b 1[3unb ynusnyn. Jly LiyH youn He Toro.

KH4g3b Y KUBHYII, €r0 JIUL0 0CTAJIOCh HEU3MEHHEIM, ¥ OH CKa3aJl:

— HMMnepaTopckuil ABop Ha3Hauun Aub [IMI310HSI reHepanoM A IoXoHa IPOTHUB KHA35 YxKao,
HacTyImJeHue Ha L[3g0uxkoy.

dnp [MIunzions renepanom? Oy KOMCH yCMEXHYIICA U CIIPOCHUIT:

— Krto 3amecTturens?

— I'enepan-koMmeHpaHT Cion Cioxs.

Xa... @y HOiichl KUBHYJI, He BhIpaxas 0coboro yauBieHus. KHsA3b Y cen ¥ MocMOTpes Ha Hero:
— Ecnu apmus Uxkao BepHETCS [1s 3alUTH, ceBep okpyra LlyitHuH OygeT Hall.

— Bepao, — @y HOiick mocMoTpen Ha Hero U Ko6aBuIl:



— TomnbKo Bpsin M1 KHI3b UY2Kao BepHETCS, a Cioit Ci0X3 He IIPEe[CTaBIIsIET TaKOW YIPO3HI.

VimnepaTop CioaHb Ha3Hauun AHb [IIUI1310H reHepanioM, YTOOk YKPEUTh 03NN KHA3S
'yanpuxyHa. B mBope OBIJIO CIUIIKOM MHOTO IPOTUBHUKOB OTMEHH! CTapPIIMHCTBA, T03TOMY fAHb
[TuuzoHsa ¥ BepHYIU U3 CUHbIHA.

Opnako, cyns o Habmogeuusam @y HOiicel, umnepaTtop Cioans He mobun Aub [MIUI30HS, T03TOMY
Ha3Hayuy Cioi Ciox3 3amectuteneM. Aub [IK11310Hb OB IUIITE HOMUHAIBHEIM KOMAH/IYIOIIUM,
peasbHOe yIIpaBiieHue apMmueit 65110 B pykax Croit Croxa. Ho Cro#t Croxa ObIT MOJIO[ U, BIIEPBHIE
KOMaH/Iysl BOMCKaMu, BPSI JIX 3aCTaBUJI OBl KHS35 YKa0 CEPLE3HO OTHECTUCH K HEMY.

— Ho aToro gocratouyHo, 4ToOH OTBIIEYh apMHUI0 YKa0, — YCIIOKOUT KHSI3b Y, TIOXJIONAB €ro M0 PyKe.
®y FO¥CEI c2Kajl ero PYKY, OMYCTHUII B3TJISII Ha MIOOBECKY B JIaIOHU, U er0 OPOBU ClerkKa OPOTHYIIH.

— Baitre BricouecTBO, BO3MOXKHO, MBI CMOKEM TOIYUYUTh HEKOTOPYIO MTOOOEPXKKY.

— Kakyto noggepxkky?

— Mapku3sa AspuHA.

— Anp [I3p111, — 3agyMancd KHA3b Y.

— IlpuBenurte ciopa rocnopuHa lllana, — npukasan @y FOUCH ciyre.

— TrI X04elb OTIPaBUTh II0CJIa? — CIPOCUI KHA3b Y.

— HyXH0 oTIpaBUTh KOT0-TO, YTOOB YTOBOPUTh MapKKu3a AHbOMHA MTePerTH Ha Hally CTOPOHY!

B npounom roay B [TansHe OblIM BOMHEHUS, HO OpaThs AHB mmoamepkanu Yxkao YxunuHa. Ecnu oHn
y3HAIOT, YTO KHA3b LI3WHb MEPTB, BCE MOXKET U3MEHUTHCS!

Lunp FOit oTKpPHLI I'/Ta3a, 06113an cyxue ryosl. Ero paccessHHBIM B3I IOCTETIEHHO coOpacs B
doxkyce. [Toxoxe, ero BCE XKe CIaCciu.

OH crnerka moIeBeNnICcs, C TPYAOM cell. B yirax nmpo3By4an MATKUHM T'OJIOC:
— He pBuratics.
3aTeM Meu JIET Ha ero Ijieuo.

Lunp FOit mocMOTpen Ha BOIIEAIIEro, CieTKa YOUBUIICS, 3aTEM I'OPbKO YCMEXHYJICS. [[efiCTBUTEIBHO,
KapMa — Bellb Hen30exkHas!

— TI'ocnnoxka fH, maBHO He BUOEJINCh.

— Batre BricouecTBo KH3b L3, — pyKa ['yans ®3isHE CllerkKa OpPOrHyJia, U OHa XOJIOOHO
cKazaja:

— JIaBHO He BUJIEIUCE.

3a OKHOM YyzKe Oblla HOUb, CKBO3b CTEKJIO BUIHEIaCh mycTas crenb. Lluas FOu cupen,
IIPUCJIOHUBIIUCH K CTEHE, U TUXO CITPOCHUIT:



— Kaxk gonro s cnan?

— JleHb 1 HOYb.

— A TOT, KTO OBIJI CO MHOI1?
— OH Bcé eré 6e3 CO3HaHUI.

['yanp ®3isiHb CMOTpea Ha Hero. Kusa3b 1[3uHb ObIT CIIOKOEH, HO 3TO Oblla He ero MPUBEIYHAS
YBEPEHHOCTH, & CKOpPEee PaBHOAYIINE K XXU3HU U CMEPTH.

Hyap KO KUBHYII, IOBEPHYJICS K HEU:

— Tl'ocmmoxa 4H, ecniu BBl XOTHTE OTOMCTHTh, OTHaiTe 9T0 eMy. CKaXXHTe, UTO 3TO MOCIIeIHSIS BEIllb
€ero oTIia.

OH mocTan u3-3a 1osica JIMCT OyMary, cjerka 3amaykKaHHBIN KPOBBIO, HO XOPOIIO COXPAHUBIIHUHCS.
910 OBIn Yek u3 6aHKa, KOTOPEIM Ma V cyHyn eMmy neperi cMepThio. OH OeWCTBUTENTbHO HAKOIIVIT IS
IapIInBIla JeHbI'H Ha CBafL0y.

I'yanp ®aiisiHb HE B3sJ1a €ro, CMOTpesia Ha Hero Monva. L{uae FOU 110102KuI Bels U OIyCTUJI T'OJIOBY.
— Cmacubo.

Pyka, ckxuMaromas pyKosiThb Meda, Hapsariaack. I'yaHb ®9isiHbL BCIIOMHMIIA OTIIA B TIOPbEME,
BcrioMHIIa ®3H Ha Ka3Hu. E€ pyKa AporHyIa.

Llunp FOit 3aKphI T7Ta3a, HEMTPOU3BOJIBHO CXKaJl Kyjak. JIe3Bre Meda OCTAaBHUIIO Ha €T0 LIee KPOBaBYIO
IIapalyHy, HO B CIEAYIOIINYA MOMEHT UCYE3IIO.

— T'ocioxa AH? — Hunb KO OTKpHLI I'1a3a.
['yanp ®aiisiHb yOpana Mey U IIOBEPHYJIACh:
— Korpa oH 04HETCS, YyXOOUTE HEMEIIEHHO.

[IBepb 3aKkpriack, ['yanb OsiisiHb BhIIIa U3 KOMHATHL. Lluab KO cupen Ha KpoBaTH, AOJITO HE MOT
IIPUUTHU B CeO4I.

Yepes neHb

— Mawma, TOT KpacuBHIi OpaT 0YHyJCcs, — BhiOexkan An MHbH.
'yanp ®aiisiHb IOOHAIA [OJIOBY, OTJIOXKHUIIA BELY, BCTajla ¥ CKa3ala:
— 3Jt0 Opar.

CHauasia OHa TOXe OyMalla, 9TO 3TO OEBYIIIKd, HO II032Ke, KOrga CliaCajla €ro, IIOHAIa, 9YTO 3TO
IOHOIIIA JIET NATHaAUaTH-IIIeCTHaOAllaTH.

I'yanp ®siiHb OTKPHUIA OBEPh B COCEIHIO KOMHATY U XOJIOOHO CKa3asa:
— OH ouHyncCH.

]_[I/IHB HOu cemn, OBUXKEHNE PDYKHU BBEI3BAJIO 60J'Ib, OH HEMHOT'O ITIOO02KOaJl, IIpexnge 4eM BCTaTh, 1



mocnenoBan 3a ['yans OaiissHb. Y IBEpU OHa OTKPHIIA €€, HO He Boua. LluHp FO# B3rIsAHYI Ha HEE U
BOIIIE.

Ha kpoBaTu JIuub BaHb()2H yKe OYHYIICS, er0 MPeKpPacHBIe I'Jla3a CMOTPEIH 110 CTOPOHAM C JIETKUM
CTPaxoM, HO, YBUOEB €r0, OCTAaHOBUJIUCS.

— Orot bayi, roe MuI?
Luus KO# cen Ha Kpall ero KpoBaTH, IOCMOTPEJ Ha HET0 U YIBIOHYJICS:
— He 3Hal0, HO BCE B OPSIIKE.

— JlagHo, — JIuub Banb(daH KUBHY U 3aMondai. Yibibka aToro bas Kasanach eMy CTPAHHOM,
paHbllle OH HUKOTIa He BUJIEJT eT0 TaKOu.

— IMonexu HeMHOTO, 51 TpuHecy Tebe moects, — Llunb FO# BcTan, HO JIuHb BaHbhaH BAPYT CXBATUIT
€ro 3a Kpau OfeXkIbl ¥ CIIPOCHUII:

— Korpga mbI yinem?

Hunw FOu 3amennuncs, u cepaile JIunb BanbdaHa 3amMeprio.

— 3aBTpa.

— Xopottio.

B komuare JIuub Banbhan B3goxHYI ¢ o0nerdyenueM. OH yxKe gyMmall, UYTO ero CHOBa IIPOdamyT.

B cocenneit komHaTe I'yanb ®aisiHb yKe IPUTOTOBUIIA Kallly ¥ IocTaBuia Ha cToi. Luas HOu
TIOCMOTpET Ha Heé, BCTaJl PSIIOM U CKasall:

— 3aBTpa, KOTfla eMy CTaHeT JIy4Ille, MbEl YUIEM.
— Xopotro, — I'yvaHb ®3lgIHB ONyCTHIIA TOMIOBY, 3aHUMAsICh IIUTHEM, HE ITOIHUMAa TJ1a3.

Huns FOu B34 ey, nokopMuil JInas BaHb(aHa, 3aTeM BEPHYJICS C IIyCTOM MUCKOU U CeJl 3a CTOIN. B
KOMHaTe JOoJIro apuia TuinuHa. OH nocMoTtpen Ha ['yans ®siisiHb, Konebascs, HO BCE XkKe 3arOBOPUIL.

— Iloyemy... THI MeHd IIpoCcTUIa?

'yanp ®3iisiHb HE OTBETUIIA, HE IOCMOTpEIa Ha Hero. AAH MHbU crias psigoM, CIIOKOWHBIN U
6e3maTexubd. [unab KO mocMOTpen Ha Hero U He ylepkKaJics 0T BOIpoca.

— TrlL... O0JIbIIe He HEeHABUOUIIL MEHS?
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