VimnepaTop CioaHb ONMyCTHUJ TOJIOBY, He TS Ha He€ U He oTBedasi. B cepaile MaTtepu Oblia 11060Bb
1 JKaJI0CTh K IIecToMy OpaTy, HO HHCIIeKTOp Ll OblT Ts2Keno paHeH, ['yaHbYKYH HaXOOUICS Ha
TpaHu MafleHus, ¥ eCNTi KHI3b LI3MHb BePHETCS B CTPaHY, TO YTO Oy[eT C uMIepuel, c
MMIIEPATOPCKUM ABOPOM, ¢ KOumnsHoM...

— Xao0-3p, BCIO CBOIO KU3HB 5 3alluilana Te0s, 1 9TO CTalo MOel HaBsI34YMBOM Ueel, 13-3a KOTOPOH
s TI0KepPTBOBaJia UM, — BIOBCTBYIOIIas UMIIepaTPHIla rOBOpUia C HeoORYalHEIM CIIOKOWCTBUEM. —
To, yero ThI GOUIITLCS, HE TTPOU3OUIET.

— Mary1ka, Io4eMy Thl TaK BEPHUIIL I1ecToMy GpaTy?
— [ToToMy 4TO g caMa 3arHasa ero B 3Ty JIOBYIIKY.

I'HeB uMmepaTtopa CioaHs 3aCTHUI Ha JIKMIIE, @ BMOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIEPATPHUIlA, He TSNS Ha Hero,
3arOBOPHIIA O YEM-TO COBEPIIEHHO OPYTOM.

— Kak TH yMaelib, moueMy TBOU OTel] He 001 Tebs?

— HOTOMy 4YTO B CepAalie OTiia OBLI TOJIBKO HwuHb Y2K5H, — TUXO OTBETUI HUMIIEPATOD Croans. JTa
MEICJIb IIPECIIENO0BaJia €ro B IOHOCTH, U OH HE MOT IIOHATH, IIOYEMY.

— BepHo, HO 3T0 He HACTOSINAs IPUYUHA... — BIOBCTBYOIIAS UMIIepaTPUIla Cy3uyIa rasa,
BCIIOMUHAS X0JI0JHOE U JUIIeMePHOe JIUI0 uMiepaTopa MuH. — OH 6osiicst Tebsi, IOTOMY YTO ThI OBIT
HACJIEMHUKOM, KOTOPOro Xknana Gpakuus LuH, 1 OH MOT 3aMeHUTh Tebs Ha CBOETo HacJIeMHHUKA.

— Tak 4T0... UMEHHO ITI03TOMY OTell TOACTPOUI nepeBof LiuHb YK5Ha, ¥ MO3TOMY IIPOU30IIEN
MHLIUJEHT C MapKu3oM [IgHp4Y5H, — uMnepaTtop CioaHb, CIeOys e€ ClioBaM, BOPYT IOHSI TO, YTO He
MOT O0CO3HAaTh B IOHOCTH.

— Bepno, u umMeHHO 103TOMY $1 0THana Ki-apa BmoBCTBYIoIeH cynpyre KO3, He TONMHKO YTOOR!
3apy4mThLCA €€ MOANePKKOM, HO ¥ YTOOBI CITaCTH TBOIO XKK3Hb. OH ObLI IPUHIIEM, KOTOPHIN He
HOJIKEH ObLT POOUTHCH...

Korpga mectoi 6paT poOounics, oTell HaKOHeIl CMOT 3aMeHUTD ero, ¥ ¢ppakius Llud nomydnna
MJlafieH1la, 4To ObIIO Jyyined 3amuTon mns [uae YxkaHa.

VimnepaTop CioaHb IOJHSII TOJIOBY, BCIIOMUHAS Ty MOIIEYUHY, KOTOPYIO IOIYYUII, KOTAa IbITaJCs
OCTaHOBUTB MaTh OT OTIPaBKu IecToro 6paTa. Kakoi Ovlia OBl €ro XK13HB, €CNIK OBl OH TOTAA
HACTOSJI HA CBOEM?

Bech 3anm YaHcuHDb OB OCBEIIEH UMb 30€Ch, @ BOKPYT I[apujia ThMa, CJIOBHO ITOAUYEPKUBAS 3TO
MeCTO. 3a MaJIeHbKOU [OBEPHIO 3aa, B TeHH, cTos1 HaubryH FOungH B IypIoypHOM XajiaTe C 30JI0TOU
BHIIIMBKOM, CJIeTKa HaKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY U NIpUXKKUMasi PyKy K TPyOu.

W3 3aa CHOBa pa3pa’sics rojioc BOOBCTBYOLIed uMnepaTpullsl, ¥ HaueryH FOUnsaH B3gpOrHyI, IIA0d
Ha y3KyI0 1IeNlb CBeTa, U OTCTYIHII Ha Iar.

— Kak 15 mymaetsb, nouemy Liuas YxksH yBumen My Ilao13ioHs? — 3T0 O TOJI0C BOOBCTBYIOLIEHN
VMIIePaTPHUIILL.

— [Totomy yTo... — ummepatop CioaHb He PEINaCs CKa3aTh.

BrooBcTBYylOIast MIEepaTpuUlla MOCMOTPesIa Ha HeT0 C HeoOhYalHOM OCTPOTOM:



— HOTOMy 4TO A IIOATOJIKHYJIA €T0. be3 MeHs1 ManleHbKUN MapKu3 My He CMOT OBl OCyHIeCTBUTEL CBOU
3dMBICJIHL.

— B&l... BBl yBepeHHI, 4TO KHSI3b SIHb MOMHUMET BOCCTaHHEe? — uMiepatop CroaHb 3amepxkarl
IbIXaHUE, €T0 TOJIOC CJIeTKA OPOTHYI.

— Touno! — BooBcTByIOIas UMIepaTpulla CMOTPesia Ha CBEYM C BhIpakeHNEeM YBEPEHHOCTH U
KeCcTOKoCTH. — My I1lao13t0Hb BCera UMeJl CBOH IIJIaHH, ¥ TOJIbKO TBOH IIECTOM GpaT 3TOro He
3ameual. [IoaToMy 51 MOOTONKHYJA ero. B 3ToM MUpe TONIbKO HEHABUCTh MOXKET Pa3pyIIUTh BCE, U
Hunp Yk9H B uTore norud u3-3a HeHaBucTu FO#-apa.

Ia, 9Ta HeHABUCTH OblJIa CIMIIKOM CHUJIbHA, OHA ITOPOAWIa KHsA3s L[3WHb U MpuUBesia Hac K BOMHe.
— Ho, maTy1ka, BEl He OXKHIaIH, YTO IIECTOM OpaT CIIPaBUTCS TaK XOPOIIIO.

IericTBUTENBHO HE OXupana! — f ymycTuna 3To, — BOOBCTBYIOIas UMIIEpATPUIla IONTYIPHUKPLLIa
r7a3a, BcrnoMuHas 10HoCcTh LiuHb FOs1. B Te guu KO#-ap cMoTpen Ha MaJleHbKOTO Mapku3a My 6e3
TEHU IIYTKH, ¥ OHA HOJIKHa Oblja 3TO 3aMETHTh.

«IToTOMy 4TO 51 IOLTOJNIKHYJIA €T0».

3a oBepbio 3ana Hausryn FOUnsH mouyBCTBOBa JefsHON Xoson. EMy Ka3anoch, 4To 3TO caMble
37I0Bellue CJI0Ba, KOTOPhIe OH KOTAa-nu0o ciblitan. YTo 3To 3a MeCTo, UMIIepaTOPCKUM OBOpEL], I'ie
YeJI0BEK MOXKET TaK IIOCTYIaTh C COOCTBEHHBEIM PEOEHKOM?

OH OBICTPO YIIEN, XKeJlast, YTOOR OH HUKOTTIa He OBLIT 3[1eCh.

3a [IBEPBIO OH OTJISTHYJICS Ha OCBEIEHHBIH 3a/1 ¥ BAPYT IOHSJ, YTO CaMble 3JIbIe 3arOBOPHI
IIPOUCXOMSAT IIPU cBeTe OHS. Eciu Obl OH CITy4yaliHO He 0Ka3aJsics 37ech, KTo OBl y3Ham 00 3ToM?

KHs13b, eciu OBl THI 3HAJT BCE 3TO, COTIACUIICS OBl THI YHTH?

[ITaru ero yckopsimuck, Haubryn IOinsa 6ykBanbHO OeKall Mpoyb, OH JaxKe XoTel c6exkaTh U3
MMIIEPATOPCKOTO [IBOPLA, ecyid OBl He HEHABUCTh, KOTOPAs CTOSI/Ia MEXAY HUMHU.

Ho ecnu Obl OH yIIEN Ha IIar MO3XKe...
B 3arne cHOBa pa3gascs XOJIOAHBIM U CTapYeCKUM I'0JIOC BHOBCTBYIOLIEN UMIIEPaTPHUIIBL:
— [ToaToMy 1 MCTIpaBUJIa CBOIO OIIKOKY.

Wmmepatop CioaHb yBUEN, KaK OHAa OTKPHIIA I71a3a, ¥ B HUX BCIBIXHY/IM OBa OTOHbKA, TPOH3as ero
ceprae:

— C cunamu KH34 L[3unb, moueMy youiictBo Haubsrys CsH ctano u3BectHo AHb [Iui3ioH0?

— IloTomy 4ToO... — uMnepatop CroaHb OIYCTU I'OJIOBY, & 3aTeM pe3Ko noaHsdas. — AHb [HIUn310HE...
— ObLn1 youitnen.

— Iloutu. Aup Iunzons, HaueryH CAH 1 0CTATKU KilaHa Y0 cherajy 3TO BMECTe.

BpoBcTByOmasa nMnepaTpuiia roOBOpuia CIIOKOMHO, HO 3a e€ CIIOKOKMCTBHEeM uMnepaTop CioaHb
yBupen 6e3nHy. OH gonro Konebasncs, Mpexae YeM TUXO CIIPOCHIT:



— Marymika, Kak THl y3Hasa?

— IToToMy uTO 6€3 MEHSI HU OfUH U3 HUX He CMOT OBl JOOUTHCS ycmexa. ITO S fAajia MOHATh KJIaHy
9x0, uero 6outcs FO#-3p, 4TOOB OHM MOTJIM BCE CIIJIAaHMPOBAThL. ITO 5 IOCIalla I0fed, KOTOPhE
yTBepxkmanu, 4yto Haueryn CsiH moKoHuYmIIa ¢ co6o#, uTo0sl HaubryH FOUISH MOBEepUII, 4TO OHA
IenCcTBUTENbHO OblsIa OepeMeHHa, ¥ II09TOMY OH Bo3HeHaBuaesn HO#-apa.

— [Mouemy? Matymka! [Touemy? — umnepatop CioaHb OTCTYNINII, CMOTPS Ha HEE C HeIOBEPUEM.
Ecnu 681 FOUNsIH y3Han BCE 3TO, OHU, ¥ UX HEPOXKIEHHBIM PEOEHOK. ..

— Papu Te6s, 4TOOH MOM CHIHOBBS He yOUBau ApYr Apyra, 6opsick 3a Kakoro-to Haueryn H0insHa,
— Ha JIulle BIOBCTBYIOIIEH UMIepaTPULbl NOSBUIICS 00JIe3HEHHEIN PyMsIHell.

OHa HenaBupena HaubsryH FOinsgHa, TOTOMY YTO U3-3a HETO €€ CHIHOBBS COLLIY C yMa, XKeJas
YVHUYTOXUTE OpyT gpyra. OHa caMa XoTesa yOUTh ero, YTOOH IT0JI0KUTH KOHel] BceMy, HO F0i-3p
pany Hero PUCKOBaJ XKU3HBIO, cllacas XyalusH, a umMnepaTtop CioaHb ObLI TOTOB YHUYTOXKUTH KHS3S
[13uHB, UMb OBl 3aNOTYYUTH €TO0.

[ToaTOoMy OHa mpuUmyMasa 3TOT IIJIaH, XOTh U 3JIOBEIHH, HO ITO3BOJISIOIINI UM BCEM OCTaThCS B
JKUBBIX.

Pangu menst, — uMmnepatop CroaHb CXKaJjl KynlakK, IpuUXKall ero Ko pTy ¥ ApoXKalliM I'oJI0COM CKa3al:
— Marymika, Kak s CMOT'y CMOTpPeTh B I1a3a FOunany?

— HimenHO Tak uyBCTBYeT cebs HOii-3p, UMEHHO 9TO TapaHTUpPyeT Tebe, UMIepaTop, —
BIOBCTBYIOIIasl UMIIepaTPUlla OTKUHYIACh Ha3af, e€ JIUI0 CTajlo cepbiM. — Bcé 3To chenana i, u s
CKOPO YMpY, UMIIEPATOP, TEIePhb THl MOXKEIIb OBITH CIIOKOEH 3a KHs3s 1I3uHbB?

Tr1 cBsI3as1a mecToro OpaTa YyBCTBOM BHHEI, @ CMEPTHIO 3aBepIluia BCce 3710. Ho, MaTyIKa, Kak s
CMOTY C 9TUM XKUTh?

— Maryuika, 6ygb CIIOKOMHA, S He IPUYUHIO eMy HU MaJleHIIero Bpesa.

BrooBcTByloIas UMIepaTpulla B3MOXHYJIa, €€ IULO0 CTao elle 6aeqHee, opxanue ocinabio, 1 OHa
CKJIOHMIIach Ha 00K. MmnepaTop Croans yimeén, a Uy Ly, He 3Has1, KOToa OHa OKa3asjach PSIOOM, TUXO
TnylaKaa.

— [Touemy... ITouemy THI BCE paccKa3ana?

Xe-xe... — BmoBcTBytoIIas uMnepaTpuiia cjaabo yneiOHyIach, He oTBedasi. Ha mopore cMepTH et GbIT0
BCE paBHO, OyIOyT /1 €€ MOMHUTDL C HEHAaBUCThI0. MHOTO JIET Ha3a[ OHa yKe CTajla XKeCTOKOU
KeHmuHou! JIuis 65l OHM OCTAIUCh KHUBHI.

Houb cTaHoBUIIaCh BCE FJ'IY6}K€‘, OHa MMOBEPHYJIa I'OJIOBY K OKHY, I'T€ BUOHEINCh KPAaCHEIE CTEHEI 1
30JIOTEI€ KPHBIIIH.

BpooBcTByIOIIas UMIepaTpulia CMOTpesia ¥ BOPYT II04yBCTBOBasa o0nerdyenue. Kak Xoporro, 5
HaKOHEIl YX0XKY OT BCero aToro. [IpocTH, y4uTenb, Ha 3TOT pa3 5 YX0XKY MepBoii!

OpuHHapauaTeY rox 3pel FOHX9, ceHTa0pb. BooBcTByIoIMas umMnepaTpuiia 2Ky CKoH4Yanach, CJIOBHO
M3pacxoioBaB BCe CHUJIBI, B TUXYIO HOUb, CIIYCTS TPU OHS IIOCJIE TOT0, KaK PacKphlja BCce CBOU
IPECTYIJIEHUS.



Ha 3acraBe Tsaubpuryss Liuas 0 yBugen Gernbie morpebanbHbie 3HaMEHA Ha CTEHAX, OYCTHUIICS Ha
KOJIEHU U JIOJITO CUJIETI, OIIYCTUB TOJIOBY.

aneko nmo3anu Lo ®3HXY3H, yBUEB, KaK TOT Iajl Ha KOJIEHH, OCTAHOBUJICS, HE PellasicCh MOJOUTH.
OH mocyemoBa 3a HUM U3 JTII00OIBITCTBA, HO CUTYalldsl CTAHOBUIIACh BCE 00Jiee HETIOHSITHON. DTOT
IIecToH rocuonuH bai...

Cronuiia.
Aup [IU1310Hb BEPHYJICS B CBOIO PE3UAEHIINIO, CHSJI TPAYPHYIO OJE€XKIY ¥ C CUJION yIapHUJI II0 CTOMY.
— JTa cTapyxa Aaxe IIepeq CMepThI0 X0Tejla KOro-To CriacTu!

Wmnepatop CroaHb BHE3allHO IlepegyMall ¥ IprKa3al eMy IpeKpaTUTh IpeciiefoBaHue KHA3S LI3UHb.
Aup [IK1310HE Cpa3y MOHSI, YTO IepPef CMePThI0 BIOBCTBYIOIAsS UMIIEPATPHIlA YTO-TO CKa3asa
UMIIEPATOPY.

— TI'ocmoguH.

— Yto0? — cupocun Aub [Iui310Hb 3a OBEPELIO.

— IIuceMo ¢ 3acTaBel TAHBIIYHE.

OH pacnaxHyJ OBepb, Pa3BEPHYJ IHUCHMO U, IPOYUTAB, YCMEXHYJIICS:

— BposcTByromasa uMmneparpuiia! Kusa3p L3WHb 0eUCTBUTEIBHO CHIH, UCIIOIHSAIOLINAN OO CEIHOBHEN
IIOYTUTEILHOCTH.

3acTaBa TSHBIIYHB, IIepBas BaKHas KPEMOCTh, 3aluuiamias ctonuiy. Korga une KO BEN BolicKa
IPOTUB UMIepaTopa LI3uH, OH IET UMEHHO 3TUM ITyTEM. Torma ob6nacTh [IyHbsH Obla 3aTOIIeHa, U
apMus He MOTJIa ITIepelpaBUTLCSA Ha BOCTOK, BHIHYKeHHas 000UTH 3TO MECTO.

Torma napcTtBa UYxkao emré He 0110, ¥ 00beIMHEHHEIE CUITH AHb 1 Ll 1mti Briepén, He BCTpedast
COIIPOTUBJIEHHUS, TI0OKA HE JOCTUTIU 3aCTaBHL.

Y I'vanbioaHb OBIT 3MeCh KOMaHAYIOUMM, HO uMnepatop CloaHb NOIT0e BpeMs JIMIIAJ ero BJIacTH, U,
KaK TOJIbKO KHS3b LI3uHb ObUT NMUIIEH TUTYNA, Y ['yaHbioaHb ObII 0TO3BaH B CTONUILY. Temnephb
3acTtaBoil TAHBIIYHb KOMaH0BAJI 3aMeCTuTeb reepana Hlsus [1u.

B taBepse Llunb KO# cugen y okHa. BecTh 0 cMepTU BIOBCTBYIOIIEH UMIIEpaTPUIIH yKe Oblia
o0BbsiBNIEHa 10 Bcel cTpaHe. OH omno3nan! Pa3 yx& oH omo3pas, CTOUT 1K Bo3Bpawmatscsa? OH JOnro
CMOTpEJ B OKHO, He 3Hasd, YTO [ie/aTh.

— ITouemy He 3aKa3as BUHA?
Luns FOit mogusn ronosy, yBunen Lo ®3HXy3s1, CeBIIEro HAIPOTUB, ¥ CHOBA IIOCMOTPEJT B OKHO:

— Tpayp. Buno Henn3s.
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