Ha xa3énnom tpakTte LI3s0uxkoy Llunab FO# exanm BepxoM HeCIeIIHBIM IIIaroM, BO3Bpalliasich Ha
TIOCTOSITIBIN OBOP. YOemuBIIKCh, UTO AHB LI3bIu B 6€301IaCHOCTH, OH MOKUHYI XyaldysH Ha
Clepylomui neHb. AHb I3, HAXOASCh B MOJIyCHE, YTO-TO BEIKPUKHYI, ¥ Llunb FOu mpoBén 3a
IMUPMOK OOJIBINYIO YaCTh HOYH, IT0OKa He YOeausICs, YTO BCE B OPSIOKE, U JIUIIb TOTIA VIIEN.

OpHako mepeq caMbIM YXOOOM OH CITy4alHO 00HapyXwui, 4To AHb L[3bIIM paccienyeT 4To-TO B
LIuHBY, HO He YCIIeN BRISCHUTD ITOAPOOHOCTEH.

— ban JTo!

['poMKUIt OKPUK IIPePBaj ero pa3Meliuienusi. OTIsHYBIIKNCH, OH yBUAeN Hemonanéeky 1lon Oauxyas u
Ma ¥, KoTOpEIe €xai BEPXOM B TOM Ke HallpaBJIeHUH, YTO U OH, HAIIPaBJISAACh K ITOCTOSJIOMY [IBOPY.

— T'ocmopuH Lon? — ¢ yxmeiikod nogbexan Luupb FOu, orngaasiBas UX ¢ HaCMEIUIMBEIM BUgOM. — Hy
KakK, rocronut L1oi, meno yoamocs? ITo3gpasmsio, 6part!

— IMowen Bor! — Llroit O9HXY3U MONBITAICS YIAPUTh €0 HOrOU, HO TOT YBEPHYJICSA. — THI, 4EPTOB
060pOTEHD, BOPOHA!

[Tocne otwve3pna Llvep FOg banisus oka3ascs Hariayxo 3aKphIT, apCTBO Y Hayaslo HaCTyIJIeHWe Ha
FOnu4sH, a mapcTBO YKao BOCIOIb30BaIOCh MOMEHTOM, YTOOB BHOBhL 3aXBaTUTh CEBEP OKpPYTa
[y#iauH. UM OpHUIIOCh coeiaTh OOJbIION KPIOK, eiBa He 3aCTPSB B IIyTH.

— IllecToit rocioguH — perHKapHaIus 00KeCTBa, OH BCE MPEABUOUT, — C TPOMKKUM cMexoM LIuHb
FO# npomoKuI mogIyYnuBaTh Hal HUMH, II0Ka OHKM BMECTe BO3Bpallla/iiCh Ha ITOCTOSIJIBINA JBOP.

V3-3a Bcex 3TUX 3afiepKeK OHU BEPHYIUCH TOJIBKO K CepefiHe aBrycTa. XOTsI OCEHHee CONHIIE B
IIOJIJEeHb BCE eIl MauI0 HeBEIHOCUMO, K Be4epy CTajlo MPOXJIagHo, U OHU, CMeSICh U LIYTS, BOIIIN
BHYTPE.

Cectpuna XyH cuziena B IIJIETEHOM Kpecye, 00MaxuBasiCh BHIIATHIM BEePOM, U, YBUIEB UX, BCTaa:
— Iloyemy Tak momnro?

— X034¥Ka, Oesl0 IpoBaauaoch, — Ma Y nmocrasui CBOU BELX U I'PY3HO OIYCTHUIICA PAAOM C BaH
JpomM.

— 3Hato, TaM ceryac 6appak, — ¢ yIsI0KOM OTBeTU A cecTpulla XyH, cjierka oOMaxuBasCh BeepoM. —
[ToueMy He BEPHYJIUCH PAHBIIE?

— Xe-xe... — Llunp FO# Hanun cebe BoObl U3 KYBIINHA, CEJ ¥ C YIBIOKOM CKa3ai:
— {1 roBOpHUI BEPHYTHCS, HO OHU He IIOCITyIIalIy.

— He npukupgsiBaiics TyT CBATHIM, — Lot ®9HXY3M Cesl psIoOM C HUM, Hajum cebe BOMH H,
IIOKOCHBIIIMCH Ha HEro, cKasajl:

— T®I caM mDaBHO CBAIUIL.

— 0-0, TyT ecTb uctopusi! — Cectpuiia XyH IoBepHyIach u ceja psfoM ¢ Luus F0em. — IllecToi
TOCIIOMVH. ..

— Huuero sHet! — Lunp O mocnenrHo npepsas e€. YUUTHIBas WX NPOIIOE, OH BCETa HepBHUYAT,
Korpa cectputla XyH npubnauxanachk. — X03siiKa, He ciymanTe 1{ioit ®9HXy3s1, OH BPET.



[ToiiMaB ero B3rjsh, cecTpulla XyH, IPUMOOHSIB OPOBh, TPUOBHUHYIACH ONIMXKe:
— IlecToii TOCTIONKH, TIPOIIIJIO Y2Ke CTOJILKO BpeMeHH... He mepenyMmart ju ThI?
— Ox! — Co B3moxomM Lluub KO#t 0TOABUHYIICS U C YCTAIOCThIO ITPOU3HEC:

— Cectpuna XyH, a KakK e TOT Balll MaJIeHbKUAW YYEHBIN?

— Trl MHOT'O 3HaEIlb, — CeCTpulla XyH IogHsIa OpOBb, IPUKPEIB POT BEEPOM, B C KOKETIIHBON
yNbIOKOM CKa3aJa:

— Marblm cKy4eH, MHe 60JIbllle HPaBATCS MYKYMHEBI C XapaKTepoM... — M, ToBops 3T0, oHa Gpocunia
MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHEIN B3I Ha [uab HO4.

— Cectpuna XyH, 51 He 6yny 6puth Oopony, — TNaas Ha He€, 3asgBun Liune 0.

— Huuero, moxeT ObITh... — CecTpuila XyH BHe3amHO pubnu3unack. — Ilocie cerogHsAIHero
Bedepa Thl IepefyMaellb.

Lot ®auxyait, HabMogas 3a 9TUM, IIOYYBCTBOBAJI OTBPAIIleHNe, HO He M3-3a CJIOB CeCTPULIBI XYH —
oHa Bcerpa Owiyia Takou. Ero cmyman sup Lluap FOs1, KoToporo oHa gpa3Huiia. OORYHO KpacaBUIIbI
BBIOMPAIOT repoeB, a He pa300MHUKOB, [a eIllé TaKUX YPOAIUBLIX. [locTaBUB YalllKy, OH COOPOTHYJICS
U YIIEN.

— Cectpuna XyH, xBaTuT myTuTh! — Luab FO# cen HApoTHUB HEE.
— Xa-xa! — Cecrtpuiia XyH ¢ TOpKECTBYIOIIIMM CMEXOM OIIEpJIach Ha CTOJ U, IJIAAS Ha Hero, CKa3aa:
— Hlecroii rocrionud, 1 ¥ 3a0bIa, KaK 3TO BECeJo.

— ... — lunes IO ¢ coxaneHueM nokavasi rojI0BOM, IOCMOTpeNT Ha yxogsero Lxou ®aHxyass u BOpyr
CIIPOCHII:

— AX, x034iiKa, rocnofuH L1011 ToxXe HEeMI0X, I0YEMY BHI...

Cectpuna XyH, 6pOCHUB B3TJISIT B Ty CTOPOHY, 3aCMesiyiaCh, IPUKPHIBAS POT BEEPOM:
— He mogxonuT, oH Tako# Xe, Kak 5!

— Taxoi xe? — Lluas FO# MOHU3UI TOJIOC, CMOTPSI Ha HEE C HEJOYMEHUEM.

— JI1o0UT MyKYHUH!

— [Idd... kx-kx... — Hunas KOi mocMoTpen Ha HeE, a 3aTeM Ha Lloir ®3HXy3s1, KOTOPHIM pa3roBapuBal
¢ Ban 9powm. «B npomueiit pa3 B bamue [Tecstu Tricsiy 1IBETOB ST CIMIIKOM MHOT'O BBITIHII, 3a0BIJT, YTO
OH 3aKa3bIBajl».

— X035H1Ka.
— Yro?
— IllecToit rocioguH ToXe Tako#, — L{uab FO# Opocut Ha Heé B3TJIsAA. — Tak 4YTO BHL... IIOIIAgUTeE.

— Xe-xe... — Cecrpuna XyH BcTana, obMaxuBasich BeepoMm. — Kak xe ckyuyHo! — U, cka3as 3To,



Me[IJIeHHO yIaJIniIach.
OTa XKeHIIWHA... JeHCTBUTENIbHO CIUIIKOM CBOOOIHA B CBOMX MaHepax!

HapcTBo LI31uHb, BOCIOJIL30BABUINCH TSAKENEIM paHeHueM Ly KOs, 3axBaTummo Li3i04uxu, u mimaH Yxkao
YxunuHa cpaboTar.

HapctBo YV HeoxupmaHHO oTCcTynuio u3 KOHU9Ha, Tak Kak 3acTaBa lllaHbryaHb OgBEPIiach
HamnageHuo. [Tocne nmopaxenus kusa3ed FO# 1 UYsH B 1japcTBe LI3uHb KHA3G [JyaHb OBICTPO
BO3BBICHJICS, 3aBOEBAB [IOBepHe UMIlepaTopa Y-ou u3 Munbio3. Hananenue Ha [llansryans OBIIO
[eJIOM PYK UMEHHO 3TOro KHA35 [lyaHd.

OnHaxko 115 IOCTOSJIOTO ABOPA 3T JHU OBUIM OTHOCUTENIbHO CIIOKOMHEIMHU. [locye nocnenHei
KPYTHOM a3apTHOM urpkl Liuns FOit BeiMrpan HeMasno cepebpa U, He IpUHUMAs HUKAKUX 3aKa30B,
IIPOBEJ Ha ITOCTOSITIOM IBOPE LIEJIbIM MEeCHII.

K ceHTs16pIO CTA/I0 3aMeTHO X0JI0gHEee, HO B ITOCTeOHUEe THU BOPYT moTemeno. Liuus FO# nexan Ha
KpHIIle, TPesiCh Ha COJIHIIE, ¥, 3aKPHIB I'/1a3a, MOYTH 3aCHYJI, KaK BAPYT YCIBIIIAI IPUOIHKAIOIIECS
IIary.

— Illectoui rocionuH, a rae Ma V? — Llion ©3HXy3M, YBUAEB €r0 OOHOT0, YOUBUJICH.
— Ymeén ¢ rpy3oM, BYepa yexasn, — He OTKpHIBas ria3, oTBeTun Liuus 0.

[roit ®3HXY5H, YCIHIIIAB OTBET, HE VIIET, a CeJl PSIOOM U CIIPOCUII C HEJOYMEHUEM:
— OH 4TO, TaK HyXK[OaeTCs B AeHbrax?

Onu Bce OblnH MIogbMU 0€3 ceMbH U 3a00T, HUKOTIa He KOIWIN OeHET, TPATUIU BCE, YTO
3apabaThIBa/iM, a IOTOM CHOBA LIIM Ha 3apaboTKH.

— loBopuT, KOUT A7g ChiHa, — LluHb FO# OTKPHIT OOUH I'J1a3 U IOCMOTPE Ha HeTo.
— Heyxenu y Hero ecThb ChHIH?
— Iymaro, cKopee, Ipsg4eT JTI000BHULLY.

Lrou ®auxysu paccmesinics BMecTe ¢ Lluuab FOeM u Toxke néer Ha Kpoimy. Lluss FOu, rnsgs Ha Hero,
CIIPOCHIT:

— Ilouemy THI BepHyJics U3 ropopa? Hapoeno B bawne [lecatu Teicay LIBeToB?

— 3aKpbUIM, TOBOPAT, B Y4€CTh MOJIUTB 3a 3[0POBbE BOOBCTBYIOLLIEU uMepaTpulsl, — Lo O3Hxysu
TIOJIOXKHUIT PYKH IO TONIOBY. — [IyOIMYHbIE OMa, TaBePHHBI, PECTOPaHbl — BCE 3aKPHITO. JII0aIM maxke
MsiCca HeJlb3sl eCTh, YEPT BO3bLMH...

BposcTByromas umneparpuna! Luas FOi B3OporHys, He pacciblliaB IOCIEeTHUX CII0B, M IIOBEPHYJIICS:
— YTO0 C BOOBCTBYIOLLEU UMIIEPaTPULIEN?
— T'oBopsAT, yMHUpaeT.

Ymupaet! Lunb FOif moYyBCTBOBA, KakK CEPMIE €T0 CKAJIOCh, U, TSI Ha Tony6oe HeOO ¢ GempMu
o6rakaM#, oTepsn GoKyc.



Hougto, Korga Bcé ctuxio, Lunp FO# mocMoTpesn Ha BLICOKO BUCSIIUHM CEPII JIHEI, 3aCTETHY TPyOBIT
TIJTalll, TUXO OTKPBLI ABEPH U, BBIBES JIOIIab U3 KOHIOIIHY, IIPOIIENT AanleKo, IPeXae Y4eM BCKOYUTD B
CeLJIio ¥, XJIECTHYB KHYTOM, IIOMYaThCs Ha CEeBEP.

— Yo 3TOT MapeHs 3apyman? — Lo O3HXy3# BHIILIEN IO HYXK/Ie ¥ YCIIbIIIAN CTYK KOIHIT. [logyMas,
YTO KTO-TO KPA#ET JIoIIafb, OH IoGexKan U YBULEN, KaK IIpU JIYHHOM CBeTe IIecTod rocrnonuH bai
CKayeT Ha CeBep.

Kakoi#t 3aragounsiit! — npo6opmotarn Lot ®3HXy3H ¢ YCMeIKo# 1, BEIOpaB JI0IIab, OTIIPABUIICS
cnenoM. «Kak pa3 B mocyiefHee BpeMs CKY4HO, IOCMOTPIO, UTO OH 3afiyMa».

Cromnuna.

BnoscTBylomas uMneparpulia 6ojesna yxKe [IOYTH IBa MecCsIia, TO JIydllle, TO XyXe, a C HaCTyIJIeHueM
CeHTsI0ps cTajmo coBceM 110x0. Uy LIyt 0CTOPOKHO MOMHECIA Yallly C JIEKapCTBOM K BIOBCTBYIOIIEH
uMIlepaTpuIe.

Ta mocmoTpesna Ha He€ U B3NOXHYya:
— 3auew, Lly#i-3p, pa3Be neKapcTBa €Ie TOMOTYT?
— BpooBcTBylOIas uMIepaTpriia BEI3IOPOBEET.

— Xe-xe... — BOoBCTByOIIas KMIEPATPHUIla C1ab0 yiasOHYIack. [T0XKKB 0 €€ JIeT, MHOT0e
CTAHOBHUTCS MTOHSTHHIM, BK/IIOYAs XKM3Hb U CMepTh. Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa, BEPOSITHO, He U30eXKUT CMEPTH,
HO B Cep[ilie BCE elé 0CTaBaIuCh 3a00THI...

— BposcTBytomas umneparputia, — 4y Lly# mogHecsa gainy K eé rybam u faia J1eKapCTBo.

— Lyii-3p, — Yy Lly# BeITEpa ¥ pOT, ¥ BOOBCTBYIOIasd UMIIepaTpulla IOCMOTpesia Ha Hee. —
[To30BU UMIIEpPaTOpA.

— Ia.

Yy Llyii, yBuaeB €€ B3TJIs/, Cpa3y MOHAIIA, YTO BOOBCTBYION[AS HMIIEPATPHUIA XOUET YTO-TO CKa3arTh,
1, CXKABIIKCH OT 60K B ceplie, GBICTPO BHIIIIA.

OTH MBICIIM CJIMIIKOM HOJIT0 TeP3asiu €€, U MaXKe TaKas CUIbHAs XKEHIMHA, KaK BIOBCTBYIOIIAS
UMIIepaTPHIla, He Morja 0oJblle IepkKaTh X B cebe.

C TpynmoM MpUIIOAHSBINKUCH, BHOBCTBYIOIIAsS UMIIEPATPHIIA Cejla U orjsifgesna 3ai. CBeT 0T MHOXKECTBa
CBeYel OCBellal KaXaylo OeTab.

Kak monro oHa Xxwuia 3mech? MHOTO JIeT Ha3af OHa JyMajia, YTO, TOCeNUBIIKUChH 3[1eCh, GOTbIIe He
OymeT 60SThCS.

Cxpui... [IBepb 3ajia TUX0 OTKPEUIACh, ¥ uMIepaTop CioaHb BOIIEN, OCTOPOXKHO IPUOIMKASICEH K
KPOBATH, CIIOBHO 00sICh Pa30yauTh y2Ke YCHYBIIYIO BIOBCTBYIOIIYI0 UMIIEPATPHUILY.

— Xao-ap, — IIO3BaJia OHaA.

— Maryuika, Be He cnuTe? — MMnepatop CioaHb, yCbIIIaB €€, OBICTPO IOOMIEN U C YIBIOKOH
TIOKJIOHUJICSI. — BaM HYKHO OTHOOXHYTb.



— Capguce, — OHa MaXHYyJIa pYKOIZ, 1 OH CeJl. BJIOBCTBYI-OU.I&H HMIIEpPATpPUIla ITIOCMOTPEJIa Ha €ero
CJIeTrKa ImoceeBlIrne BUCKKU U CKd3aJla:

— Xao-3p, y Te04 yKe cequHa.

— IIpocTo B mocnenHee BpeMs MHOTO PaOOTH, MaTyIIKa, He 0€CIIOKOUTECE.

— Kakas pabora?

Nmnepartop Croanb 3aMemkancsa. OH He XO0TeJI TOBOPUTD €1 O CBOUX fiejlaX B TAKOM COCTOSHUU.
— Maryuika, He 6eCIIOKONUTECH, — YCIIOKOUII OH €€.

— Xe-xe... — BooBcTByolas ©MIepaTpulla 3acMesinach, €€ cepeOpsiHble BOJIOCH ClerKa OPOTHYIIH.
Osna B3s71a €ro 3a pyKy:

— 4 3Ha10, yTo TH nocnan Axp [un3ionsa 3a FOu-spom!
— Marymixka...

— X80-3p, HEey2XKeJIM Thl HE MOXKEIb €TI0 OTHYCTI/ITB?
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