Cectputia XyH IpoTsHya pyky, u Lluas KO cXBaTul e€ 3a 3amsCThe, TOBKO 00EPHYIICS BOKPYT HEE U
yXxe cobupascs YUTH, Kak BOPYT OHa JBUHYJIA JIAMOHBIO, CKUMAs ero PyKy B OTBET.

— Mornopoii rocriogus bai, Kyga 9To T cobpancs?
— Mos Gopopa mpeKpacHa, IoCJie AOIToro MyTH, ceCcTpulla XyH, MHE HY2KHO OTHOXHYTh.

— OtpoxuyTh? — CecTpuiia XyH IIpUIIOAHSIIa OPOBB, MaIbIlEM CJIeTKa IIPOBeJia 110 eTo JafoHu. —
OTINYHO, S COCTaBIIIO TeOe KOMIIAHHIO.

Pe3ko otnepHyB pyKy, Lluub KOt cMOTpes Ha Heé C IBHBHIM HEYIOBOJIbCTBUEM.
— Cectpuna XyH, HET, HET, [T0XKaJIyiCTa, JaliTe MHe XOTbh HEMHOTO NTEePEeI0XHYTh!
Takas XKeHIIKHA... Kak eé My BooOIIe CMOT yMepeTs!

Cectpuna XyH paccMesiyiach, SBHO qOBoJIbHAsS coboi. [uub KOi mokayas roioBoii, BEpHYJICS B CBOIO
KOMHATY U 3amep OBEpb.

— Cecrpuna XyH, — noBap Hio ®sii, cunesmmii BHu3y, obpatuscs K Heil. — Tkl IpaBaa Tak B HETO
BmoOuIacy? MoxeT, NTydiile MoCylIaellb cTapiiero 6para?

— Ecnu He B Hero, TO B Teb6s uTto mu? — CecTpulia XyH cejla HallpOTUB HETO, IIOAHSJIA KYBIIUH C
BHMHOM U Cfiesiaja 00JIbIIoi IJI0TOK. — Thl OB Iy4Ille IOCMOTPEIT Ha ce0s B 3epKajlo.

Hio ®3i1, copoKaneTHU HU3KOPOCIIBIM MyKYKWHA C JTLICUHOM, B CBOOOIHOE BpeMs 160 TOUUIT CBOM
KYXOHHBIY HOXK, Tu00 CHOEN 3a CTOJIOM, IIOMKBasi BUHO U HaOmogast 3a MpOUCXOASAIIIIM.

— Xa-xa... — Hio @31 moyecas CBOIO JIBICUHY. — f, KOHEYHO, [IOHUMaAIO.

Cectpuna XyH, IIOKpaCcHeBIIIas OT BUHA, B3TJISTHYJIa HaBepX U HUYEro He cKalasa. He To 4ToOH OHa
Oblna BaoO1eHa 0o 0e3yMusi, HO C TaKMM KpacaBlleM ObIJI0 OBl Kajib He MOGIUPTOBATS.

9TOT Monomoit rocioguH bait Toxke ObIT MHTEPECHBIM ITepcoHaxkeM. K ToMy Xe... OHa orjsmena
KOMHaTy. KaXablii meHb BUETh OMHU U Te JKe JIUIla — KOHEYHO, el HyKHO OBIJI0 HauTu cebe
pa3BlleyeHHUE.

BryTtpu koMmHaTH Lluae FOU nexan Ha KpoBaTH, CMYTHO CJIBIIIA pa3roBOpPEl BHU3Y. BHe3anHo 0H
yNbIOHYIICS. BriepBhle 3a JONITKe TOABI OH MOJYYXJl BHUMaHKe 6j1aromapsi CBoei BHEUTHOCTH.

Ecnu GOvl cecTputia XyH yBUena Takux, Kak AHb [[3bmu unu @y FOiichl, X03511Ka, HaBepHOeE, ¢ yMa Obl
co1ia.

Bcnomunas atux miopewt, Llunb O mepeBepHycs Ha 60K U B3moxHY1. OH CHBIIa o genax LIuHb
3sus u MMnepaTopckoro aBopa. Yxkao YKUMKWH IPOCTO HE MOT CMUPHUTHCS. [IuHb LI39Hb TOXKe OBIN
13 poga Llunb, 4To B 9TOM 1oxoro? [ToueMy Obl He mogaepKaTh LIuHb LI34HS B €ro BeTUKUX
yCTPEeMJIEHUAX?

Paameplnss 06 3TOM, OH He3aMeTHO YCHYII. Korma ox cHOBa OTKDPHIJI I'JIa34, OBITI0 YZXKe TeEMHO,
KOMHATaA IIOT'PY3UJIACh B IIOJIHYIO TEMHOTY. HOTHHYBHII/ICB, OH CeJl Ha KPOBATH, HE 3aXKuUras CBeT, 1
BBIIIE]I U3 KOMHATHI.

Bru3y Ma ¥ 4T0-TO TOBOPHII, HO, YBUIEB €r0, YILIOHYIICS U ITO3BaJI:



— llecroii Gpart, Thl mpocHyCcs! d Kak pa3 codupasncs nouTu Teds pa3byauTh.

— Kro Teb6e mecroit 6patr? — Luns FOit 3akaTui riasa, CIyCTUIICS BHU3 U CeJ PAOOM, HeOpeXKHO
CIIDOCHB:

— Emé He yXuHanmm?

— TouuM HOXKU, CKOpPO OyeM roToBUTh, — O0TBeTun Hio ®3if, cunsd 3a COCETHUM CTOJIOM.
— Yro OymeM ecTb? — CIIPOCHUI KTO-TO.

— Jlanmy.

— Jlanmy? 3aueM TOrfa HOX TOYMIIL? — KTO-TO IPYTOX BEIPYTasCs.

Luub KO# cugen u cMOTpes Ha HUX, yiasl0asch. Ma Y HakJIOHUICS K HEMY:

— lecroii 6pat, 4eMy Thl CMEEIILCS ?

[Tpexme 4eM OH yCIIesI OTBETUTD, IBEPh pacClaxHyjach, ¥ BHYTPh BOIIEN YEJIOBEK B IIIAIE, C MEYOM B
PyKe — SIBHO IIYTHUK, MIyTEIIECTBYIOIIANA HOYbIO.

— Xozsgun! — YemoBek cOpocun mall, Opocul Med Ha CTOJI M OKHHYJI B3TJISOM BCeX B KOMHATe. —
Homep Ha HOUB!

— HUny! — Cecrpuiia XyH BhHIIIUIA U3-3a yIJ1a, OYOTO TOJIBKO YTO IIPOCHYJIACH, C IEHUBLIM BUOM. —
KTo TyT HOYEBaThL X0UeT?

YBuUzeB e€, MEUHUK 3afiepzKaJl B3TJIA, YABIOHYICSA U CeJl, CMOTPS Ha HeE COOKY.
— Xo34iiKa, ... HO4YIO.

Luup KO# Habmioman 3a 3TUM, Kak BAPYT Ma V TONIKHYJ ero JIOKTEM:

— Ceiiuac OymeT uHTepecHOe 3penulre!

HnTepecHoe 3penume? Lluns O yBumen, Kak cecTpulia XyH cejla HAaIpOTUB MEYHUKA, €€ Tla3a
CMOTpEJIH Ha HETO C HeXXHOCThIO, M OHa MATKO CKa3ana:

— l'ocnoguH, eciu BH HO4YyeTe, MOXKEeT, OJId Ha4dalla 1 BaM BHHaA nonorpelo?

Lunp O mouyBCcTBOBa, KaK y HETo 3aHbIX 3y0rl. OH B3TNsgHYy Ha Hio @35 1 ocTambHEIX — BCE
CMOTpEJIM HAa MEYHUKA, B I'JIa3ax y HUX OBUIM CKPHITHIE YIIBIOKHU.

— KoHeuHo, eCcTb y MeHS OJHO XeJlaHue... — MeYHUK MeIJIeHHO B3I YKy CeCTPULILI XYH,
IPUIIONHS OPOBL M CKa3all:

— Ho cHauyana BHIIBEM.
Cectputia XyH, IepXKa ero pyKy, MeiJIeHHO BCTalla U y/IEIOHYack:
— Otnuuso!

EnBa oHa mpowu3Hecsa 9Tu clioBa, Kak L{unb FOii yBues, Kak OHa pe3KOo CxKajla 3alsCcThe MeYHUKa,
TIOBEPHYJIACh, BRIXBATHJIAa KYXOHHBIN HOXK Y Hio @35, u mpex/ie 4eM MEYHUK YCIIETl CPearupoBaTth,



O7eck y1e3BUs IPOMETIBKHYJTI B BO3[lyXe — PyKa MeYHHUKa OTJIeTerNa 110 3alsiCThI0.
— A-a-a!

Pa3pancs kpuk. MeYHUK yCTaBUJICS Ha CECTPUIy XyH, IBITasCh BEIXBAaTUTh Med, HO Hio ®sii cxBaTUN
€ro 3a Ijiedyo, OTTAHYJ Ha3af, U Me4YHUK nomaTtHyiacd. Hio @31 gByMs pyKaMu IIOBEPHYJI €ro rOJI0BY,
pasmasncs XpycT — MeUYHUK OBITT MEPTB.

— Xo34iiKa, Thl MOTJIa ObI He UCII0Ih30BaTh MOU HOXK, KakK g Teleph TOTOBUTL Oymy?
— [I7g nammmm HOoX He HyXKeH, — O6pocuia cecTpulla XyH HOX Ha I0JI ¥ KpUKHYJIa:
— BrICTPO BEIHECHTE €T0 U 3aKOIaiTe, YTOOR KPOBh HE pal3nuiaack. Ma Y, unu ciofa, BEITPHU IIOJ.

IIBOoe TTOMHSIN TeJI0 MeYHUKA U BHIHECTIH er0 HapyXy. OOUH U3 HUX, ITPOXOMS MUMO CECTPHIIH XVH,
CITPOCHIT:

— Ilouemy monogou rocnogus bau He momor?

— [ToToMy 4TO OH MHe ITOHPaBUJICS, He 60Tal epyH[HL... beicTpo! — CecTpuila XyH rpanuno3Ho
nopomuia K Iuae KO10. — Mononou rocnoguH baii, Tl TOJILKO YTO HE BUOEI 3TOr0?

K stomy momenTy Lunb FOii yxe mputén B ce6s. OH ObIT HEMHOTO IIIOKUPOBAH, HO HE CMEPTHIO, a
TEM, YTO 3Ta XKeHIKWHa OKa3ajach 0onee UCKYCHOM, YeM OH, U €€ CTUJb... XM... ObIJT BeCbMa
peuuTenbHEIM!

— Cectpuna XyH, 0XKaJyucTa, IOMaAuTe, I X04y ellle TTOXKHUTh.
— O HéM He Oecrokoiicsi, ecnu ObI 9TO OB TH, XyH He cMOrJa Ol Te0SI TPOHYTh.

Xa-xa... OTa XKeHIIWHa JeNCTBUTENIbHO MOXKET KOT0-TO momaguTth? Llune KOl cMOTpes Ha Heg,
HeoyMeBas:

— Cectpuua XyH, mouyemy?

— Pa3Be s Te6e He roBopuna? — CecTpuiia XyH cella psSaoM C HUM, yIe6asick. — CecTpa moouT
KPaCHBBEIX MYXKUKH.

Hunp KO Mom4ya cMOTPET Ha He€, 3aTeM IOAHSI 00Kas U IToKavaJs I'oJIOBOM.
— I'pex! I'pex!

3an AHBXS

— Bame BenmuuecTBo, FOigH HEMHOTO OMbSHET, XOTeJI OBl YOATUThCS.
HMmnepaTop CroaHb IOCMOTPET Ha €r0 IOKPAaCHEBIINeE IEKU U KUBHYII:

— Torpma uau OTHOXHU.

— bnaropapio Baue Benuuectso.

Hanbryn FOunsH BcTan U yién. B HOBOTOOHIO HOYb UMIIEPATOP YCTPOUIT OOJIBILON MU AJIST CBOUX



MUHUCTPOB, U Bce OblIK pagsl. MHCeKTOp Ll mpuHEC XOpoIre HOBOCTH, KHS3b LI3MHb OB M3THAH
— BC€ 9T0 OBUIO IOBOAOM [JIs1 PafiocTy B MMMIIepaToOpCKOM IBODE.

Wmmnepatop CioaHb XOTeJ pa3feNuTh 3Ty PafoCcTh, HO OHa He IIpUHazjexana eMy, II03TOMY He MOorJia
IIPOHUKHYTH B €T0 CEPAILIE.

IBoper LI3uHbxya OBIT SIPKO OCBelnéH. Korma oH BOIIEN, MaIeHbKUE €BHYX IIPUHSIT ero IIJIalll 1
CITPOCHIT:

— I/IMHepanI/IHa, BEI XOTHUTE OTJIOXHYTB?

erHKOG BHHO YCKOPHJIO ObIXaHHWE HaHBFYH HO#nauna. On OGGpHynCﬂ, rians Ha OBEePh, U HEe OTBETHUII.
CHer OB FJIY6OKI/IM, OH MOT CKPBITh OIaKe CAIlOT'H, KdK U B IIPOIIJIOM I'Ofy.

Hanwrys 08 104yBCTBOBaI TOJIOBOKPYKEHKE U PEe3KO0 IT0Kadas I'0JIOBOM.
— ITopgorpeu MHe BUHA.

EBHYX Ha MIHOBEHUE 3aCThUI, 3aTEM OTBETHUIL:

— Ia.

[Tpu cBeTe gBopuoBOro GpoHaps Haueryn FOunsgH cupmen B OMMHOYECTBE B 3ajie, BEIIUBAS ONHY YallIKy
3a apyrou. Ilnams cBeuyu IphIrao nepen ero ria3aMu.

3mech IBHO He [lansiH, HO IIOYEMY BCE TakK IOXOXKE...

CxBaTuB KYBIIIWH C BUHOM, OH PE3KO0 BHIIIXAJII €I0 40 JHA, IIOCTAaBUJI KYBIIHWH Ha CTOJI XU IIOYYBCTBOBAIJI,
KaK €ero rojioBa 3aKpyzKHuJiaCk. OTNUYHO... HAKOHEI-TO OTIIYCTHIIO... Ero temno TIIOUIaTHYJIOChH, 1 OH
yIial B YbHU-TO 00BSTHS.

OTH YepTHI TUIla TaK 3HAKOMHL...
— Ku$3p...

WmnepaTtop CroaHb APOTHYII, CKaJl KyJaK, YI0XKUII €0 Ha KPOBaTh U CTOSIJT PSIAOM, Habmoas.
Hanprys FOUNSH clian CIOKONHO, TaK CIIOKOWHO, YTO UMIIepaTop 00sCcsS AyMaTh, YTO eMy CHUTCS.
[ToBepHYBILIXCE, OH ITOKUHYII 3all LI3uHbXYa.

Haxe CriH He0a He MOXKET yIpaBiaaTh CHaMu. FOUISH, HeyKeIu Thl He MOXKeIllb MTOTI00UTh MeHS
XOTh HEMHOT0?

Hacrtynun uioHs, 11eTO B pa3rape. B 4alHBIX, IOMKUMO XOJIOMHOTO 4asi, MPOofaBaliy CyIl U3 3eJIEHOU
dacomu st yToJeHus XKapkl. Y OKHA CH[IeN IeCToM rocnogul bai, omepIimck Ha Mofg00pOMIoK, |
CMOTPEJ Ha yNIuly.

— Krto0 37107?
— Bon tam, — Ma Y yka3asn pyko#.

Luus KO mocMoTpen B yKa3aHHOM HalpaByieHuu. [1o7 3eIEHEIMU UBaMU y KaMEHHOT'0 MOCTa CTOsIa
JKeHIIIMHA C 30HTUKOM, CJleTKa o0MaxuBasich BeepoM. Eé nuiio ObUIO 1J10X0 BULHO.

— Cnymai, Hatra paboTa CTaHOBUTCS BCE 60jiee HU3KOCOPTHOM.



— Tak xo3s¥iKa IpuKa3aia, — CKa3aJl IPYTroi Ye0BeK 3a MX CTOJIOM, IS Ha XKeHIUHY. — KTo
TITATHUT, TOT ¥ 3aKa3bIBaeT.

— Cxkonbko? — crnpocun Luup FOu.

— Bot cTtonbko, — Ma Y noka3aj majabliaMu.

Huns FOu 3aroperncs, XJI0MHY 10 CTOMY:

— Yero xe Ml KgeM? Ban Op, ungu ThI!

— 4d? — ToT, KTO TOJIBKO YTO IOBOPHJI, YKa3al Ha cebs. — f mopmoiay, ¥ oOHa cpa3y YOeKHuT.

Lunp O mocMoTpen Ha HEro, KUBHYII PO cebsi, 3aTeM MTOBEPHYJICS K YEJIOBEKY HAIllPOTUB U
YIBIOHYJICS:

— Csi0 Xyau, unu Thi!

— [la, mycTth rocriogus Loi upe€T, — nogaepxan Ban 3p.
ot ®oHXY2¥ TPUMIOOHST OPOBb, TOHKHE T'yORI IIEBENTbHYIIHCH:
— 4 He noiiny. A 3meck, 4TOOB HabTIOAATS.

— Torga KTo mougeT? — Ma Y mocMoTpesl Ha TPOUX, 3aTeM HaxMypuics, risaag Ha Luns 0. —
[IIectoit 6pat, 3aueM Tebe 6opoma? Tl OBl MAEATBHO MOOIIEN, a TEIIEPh HaXKe X03sg1Ka Te0s He
3aMeydaer.

— CnaBa Heb6ecam, — Lluns FO# notporasn cBoio 60poAy ¢ TOpAoCThi0. — THl HUYEro He MOHMUMAaelllb,
3TO Ha3bIBAETCS MyKECTBEHHOCTHIO.

YTonKu pTOB TPOUX AEPHYIUCh. B MUupe ecTh M0gu, KOTOPEIM O0pofia UMET, a eCTh Te, KOMY HET.
Luns FO# okasasncs U3 TeX, KOMy OHa y2KaCHO He IIfa.

— 9%... CecTpunia XyH TOXKe HeIJIOXa, TI0YeMy Thl TOTTla He corylacuicsa? — BaH Op mpuien gea
Mecsla Ha3af, KoTrfa B JlaBKe yMep CJIyTa, U ero B3/ Ha 3aMeHY.

— He 51e3b He B CBOE FeTIO0.
— OH He cnpaBuTcs!

[ABTOpCKHE IpUMeYaHHUs OTCYTCTBYIOT]
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