TyK-TyK-TyK — GBICTpBEIE 3BYKH KOIIBIT pa3fanuck c3aau. [ly CroaTaH ciierka MOBEPHYJ TOJI0BY, KpaeM
TJla3a 3aMeTUB XOJIOOHEIHM 0/1eCK HaKOHEYHUKOB CcTpes. Cepyilie ero CKajoch, ¥ OH TYT Ke B3MaxHYJI
KHYTOM.

Taxk BoT B ueM feno. Kus3b LI3uHb 00HAPYKHUTT YIIYIIeHUEe U Telepb OTIPAaBIISIeT JTOHeH, YTOOH
UCIIPABUTH €TO0.

— He crpensiite! — kpuknyn X3 FOu. — HyxHo B3sTh ero xussiM! MMmnepaTtop CroaHb TUYHO
IIpUKa3aJll 3aXBaTUTh ero KUBEIM. Hu B KoeM ciiy4yae HeJlb3sl JOIYCTUTh €r0 CMePTH.

— EcTb! — oTBeTHIM OOYMHEHHEIE, ¥ HECKOJILKO YeJIOBEeK TYT 2Ke B3MAaxXHYIU KHYTaMH, 3aCTaBIsAs
CBOMX CKaKyHOB ITPHOaBUTh CKOPOCTb.

[Tepecekast okpyr MHUYXKOY, OHU MPUOIMKANIKUCh K IapcTBY Y. MecTo, rae Ban Mau u [y CioaTan
paccTanuch, yxKe HaX0[UIIOCh Ha rpaHulle okpyra Muuxoy. Eile MeHee 4eM 3a [ieHb IIyTU OHU
mocTUrU OBl TIepenpaBbl. BaH MaH He MOT IIOJOUTH K IepelpaBe CO CBOEH apMUel, II09TOMY |
paccrarcs ¢ [Iy CioaTaHOM B MajJleHbKOM TOPOAKE.

ITepemnpasga.

PykaB [ly CioaTaHa Obis mopBaH. OH CMOTpes Ha MeJIEeHHO yaaIsouics Kopalib 1 CUIbHEe
yoapui KHyTOM CBOEro ckakyHa. KoHb pBaHyJCs BIepe[, CTPeMUTENTbHO GPOCUBIINUCH B BOAY.

Xa! CtucHys 3y05I, Iy CioaTaH CIIPHITHY C JomIaau 1 6pocuncs K Kopabmio. bBym! Ero Teso ynano Ha
nany0y. IIpeogosnesas 60/1b, OH ITOAHSJICS U TOCMOTPEIN Ha OGeper.

— l'eHepasn, — Hay4aJ OJUH M3 MTOMUYMHEHHBIX, COOMPasiCh MPOIOIKUTD MOT0HI0, HO X3 KOit ocTaHOBUTT
ero. — Ha npyrom 6epery — mapctBo Y, Tam apmus Y. Tl ¢ yMa coinen?

Yro npoucxonouT B ctonuie? Celtyac He BpeMs CO3[aBaTh JHIIHKUE TpobieMbl. [JlapcTBo Y ¢ TpymoM
BBLIBEJIO CBOM BOMCKa C ceBepHOT0 Oepera peku. Eciy n3-3a Hac KHA3b Y PELIUT HadaTh BOMHY, BECh
KjaH X9 OyJeT YHUYTOXKEH.

— Momnogoii rocnoguH, — 06paTUiIcs K HeMy JTOJOYHUK, TJIAs Ha YeJoBeKa, yIaBIlero Ha namyo0y, u
Ha Oeper, rae sIBHO I1a nmorolds. — C BaMu BCe B IIOPSIIKe?

— Bce xopoimo, — mokayar ronosoi [y CioaTaH, Irnsigsd Ha Hero. — VI3BUHKTE 3a OECIIOKONCTRO.
JIomOYHUK MaxHYJl pyKOH, B3TJIIHYB Ha €r0 PYKY.

— Hwuyero, Huyero. I'ocrioguH, BEl paHEHE. MOXKEeT OBITh...

Tonbko ceryac [y CroaTaH BCIIOMHUJI O paHe Ha PYKe.

— bnaropapio.

BHyTpu KaTHI.

Iy CroaTaH gepzKaj B pyKax nuckMo. Kpasi KoHBepTa yKe UCTOHYUINCH OT YaCTOT0 MCII0Ih30BaHUS.
Emy Ob1710 TI000IBITHO, YTO UMEHHO HAMKCaJ KHA3b L[3WHB, YTO 3TO MUCHEMO HYKHO OBIIIO JOCTABUTD B
1apctBo Y. M B rimy0uHe Oyl OH Hafesiics, YTO OHO KaK-TO CBSI3aHO C HUM.

— LapctBo ¥, — mpo6GopMOTaj OH, HEBOJIbHO BCIIOMUHAS XOJIOOHBIA U O€CIIOITaaHBINA B3TTIS KHS3S
LI3uHE.



— CrIBImar, 4To Xyclbl y2Ke OTCTYIIMIIK OT CTOJIMIIBI, — CKa3aJjl CJIyTa 3a IpefieflaMy KaloThL.
Bripaxenue nuna [y Ciostana uaMeHunock. OH yCIIBIITas, Kak Apyroy ciyra qobaBuit:

— A 4 cnblllIaz, 4To 3TO MoToMy, uTo Y FOaHbX0y U3 CTOJIUIIBEI CTOBOPUIICS C XyCIL[aMH, U OHHA CMOTJIH
ITPOABUHYTHCS Ha IOT.

— Y KOanwxoy? Hukorga o TakoM He chbllian. Kak OH MOT CTOBOPUTHCS C XyCLlaMu?
— He 3Hal0.

Cnyru yuuty, a Iy CioaTaH ocTajics B HeloyMeHuu. [1oxoxke, KHA3b LI3UHb CKPHIT €T0 feno0. YToOk
3alUTUTE CBOIO PENyTaLuio?

Ceprlie Ha MTHOBEHHE CKanoch. KHs3b 1I3MHb IelCTBUTEIBPHO MOT JIETKO OTKa3aThCs OT BCETO, HE
OCTaBIISAS U ciefa.

Ero B3rmsapn cHoBa ymas Ha nucbMo. B rnasax [y CroaTaHa 3aropesiuch yIpsIMCTBO U PELIUMOCTb.
— LlapcTBo Y — ToXe BenuKas gepxasa! — cKa3asl OH, A5 Ha PEKY 3a OKHOM.
Li3sHbeE.

Iy CrosTaH CTynuI Ha MOLIEHYI0 JOPOTy, OCMaTpuBasi BCe BOKPYT. OTOT rOPOJ OeiCTBUTENIHHO
BOILJIOTHUJI B ce6e BCIO YTOHYEHHOCTD fora Kutas. OH BOOXHYJ BO3[yX, CHOBA OLIYTHUB TEIJIBIHA U
MSTKHAM apoMar Iora.

Pa3Be He 9TOro OH Bcerga xoTen? Ha caMoM fiene XU3Hb [JIMHHASA, ¥ KHA3b L[3MHb — BCEro JIKIIb
IIPOIIJIOe, ¥ He CaMoe IIPUSITHOe.

— YT0 BaM HY2XHO, TOCIOOUH? — CIIPDOCHUII CTPAXKHUK Y BXO[Ia B PE3UNEHINIO BOEHHOI'O COBETHHKA.

Iy CioaTaH OCTaHOBUIICS, TIOOHSIB TOJIOBY, YTOOHI B3TJITHYTh Ha TpU ueporiuda, 0603HayaBIINX
pe3upeHuio. Ha MrHOBeHUe B eTo0 Iia3aX IPOMeNIbKHYIa HeyBEPEeHHOCTh, HO 3aTeM OHU CHOBA CTaJIu
TBEPOBIMHU.

— ¥V MeHs eCTh MUCHMO OT KH$3s L[31Hb, KOTOPOE 5T JOJIXKEH JIMYHO IepefaTh BOGHHOMY COBETHHUKY.
Kus3p L3uns! CTpaxkHUK ClIeTKa OIMEeIIHII, HO TYT XKe IIPUIIeT B ce0sT U MOKJIOHUJIICS.
— IMomoXOuTe HEMHOTO, TOCIIOKH.

@y I0#icH gepKal MUChMO B pyKax, He OTKphIBasi ero. OH CMOTPEN Ha YeJI0BeKa, CTOSILIETO Mepef
HUM Ha KOJIEHSIX, U HaXMYPUIICS, Pa3MbIlisas. HakoHell 0H OTKPHUT THCHMO.

OHo OBII0 KOPOTKUM, ¥ €ro MOXKHO ObIIO TpounuTaTh 3a ofauH B3risag. Oy KOucCkH CHOBa CIIOXKHUT
IIMChMO ¥ HEBOJIBHO YNBIOHYIICS. KHA3b YV, CUAEeBIINiA PSIIOM, CMOTPEI Ha ero YILIOKY C
HeIOyMeHHUEM.

— Trl mocnanHuk KHA34 L[3uHb? — crpocun Oy Hucel, rnsaas Ha [y CrosTaHa.
— Her.

— O? — Oy H0iich nogHsn 6POBh C UHTEPECOM. — Torfa KTO ThI?



— 4 cwir [y Huna, [y CrosTaH.

Cuie Iy Luua. @y HOiick BcrmoMHUI HegaBHUe COOBITHS B cToulle. OH chenar Iar BIuepeq, MOmHST
Iy CroaTaHa 4 MATKO CKa3all:

— Tax BOT B 4eM f1eJi0. MBI C KHSI3€M CJIBIIIAIA O TOM, YTO IIPOU3O0IIIO C TBOMM OTIIOM B CTOJIMIIE. DTO
IIe4YaJIbHO.

Xa! B gyme [y CioaTaHa mpo3Bydas X0J0oAHbIHM cMex. [Iy LluH Obln Ka3HeH dyepe3 nuH4yd. OH y3Ha 06
9TOM, yKe HaXOfAsCh B fapcTBe Y. ['0BOpUNM, YTO Ka3Hb [AJINIACh TPU AHS, U KPOBb Te€KJ/la peKou. B
TOT MOMEHT, KOT'JIa OH YCJIBIIIAT 3Ty HOBOCTh, B €r0o cepflle ObIJI0 CTPaHHOe 00JIeTYeHNe U PAfOCTh.

— Brnaropapro 3a Baiy 3a060Ty, — caepxkaHHO oTBeTu [y Cio3TaH, CKPEIBas CBOM 3MOLIUH.

@y HO¥cH He yIUBHUIICS €ro CIIOKOMCTBUIO. ITPOIIITOo y2Ke HeKOTOpoe BpeMs, U JaXke camasi CUIbHas
6011b DOoMKHa OBlNa YTUXHYTh.

— l'ocmopus [y, y MeHSI eCTh BOIIpOC, — BAPYT BcoMHUT Oy FOUCHI.
— INoxanyiicta, TOBOpUTE.

— B nuceMe oT Hallero 1mocia B CTOJKIIE CKa3aHo, YTo ropon CioaHbYSH I1ajl, IIOTOMY YTO Balll OTel]
BHEIPUII YeJTIOBEKA B OKPYKeHUe KHs3s 1[3uHb. OTOT YemoBeK ObUT U3 KitaHa [y, HO ero uMs
HEU3BECTHO. MoxeT OBITh, BH 3HAETe, KTO 3T07?

Ycneimas aTo, ,]:[y CroaTan ocTajcs criokoeH. OH cjierka MOKJIOHUJICS U CKa3an:

— 9t0 cekpeT. Ha camom [iene, 51 Toxke He 3Hai0. Ho, mymaio, KTo Okl 9TO HU OB, OH HaBEpPHSIKa
BBEI3BAJT HEHABUCTH KH3s L[3UHB U, BEPOSTHO, YKe MEPTB.

Ila, mepTB!

@y HO0iicel kuBHYyN. TaH L[3e npucnan ceKpeTHOe MUCEMO, B KOTOPOM F'OBOPHUIOCE, 4TO Y FOaHbX0Yy
yMep B CTPAIIHBIX MyKaX, a BeCb KiaH [y OblI 3aMydeH [0 CMepTH. BugHo, 4To KHA3b LI3UHb
OEeUCTBUTEIbHO HEHABUAEI UX. B MuchMe TakxkKe TOBOPUIIOCH, YTO B pe3ufdeHINN KHA35 LI3uHb
CXBaTUJIM OJHOTO U3 BHYTPEHHUX CIIYT, HO 3TO He ahUIINPOBAIOCh, ¥ €r0 TAWHO Ka3HUIIHU.

Teneps maxe ceiH Y KOaHbX0y He 3HaeT 00 3ToM. [Toxoxke, KHsI3b LI3MHb OUYeHb CTapasCs CKPHITH 9TO.
OpuH npoMax KHs3s LI3uHb mpuBen K rudenu JecsiTKOB ThICSY conmaT CeBepHOU apmuu. Ecnu Gl 9TO
CTaJIo U3BECTHO, penyTauus Kus3s L[3uHb Oblyta 66 pa3pylleHa.

— locnopguH [y, — BepHycs K peanbHOCTU Oy FOUCH, — y Bac ¢ KHA3eM LI31Hb HenpuMupuMas
Bpaxpa. He XoTUTe i1 IPUCOEOUHUTHCS K LIAPCTBY Y ¥ OTOMCTHUTH 3a OTLA?

— [IpuHoOImYy MOYTEHNE BOEHHOMY COBETHUKY U KH$1310, — [ly Cl03TaH OMyCTHUIICS Ha KOJIEHHU.

OH mpuexas ¢ MUChbMOM KHs3s LI3MHb UMEHHO IJIST TOT0, YTOOBI MPUCOETUHUTHCS K IAPCTBY V.
Teneps, korma Oy KO#ck caM mpemnoxKui 3To, OBIIO ellle JIydIIe.

— Xa-xa, THI, IOJIXKHO OBITh, YCTaJI C HOPOTH. S Pacmopsi&KyCh, YTOOH TEOS YCTPOUIIH, — YIIBIOHYIICS
®y HOiicE, ero OTHOIIEHUE CTajIo elre 6oyee OPyKem0OHBIM.

— Brnaromapro, BOGHHEIA COBETHHK, — MOKIOHMICS [y Clo3TaH, COOMPasCh VATH, HO OCTAHOBUJICS U
CIIPOCHIT:



— BoeHHEBIN COBETHHK, a YTO OBIJIO HAIIMCAHO B MMUCHhMe KHSI3S5 ]_[3I/IHI:>?

[TrceMo OBIIO 3aTlevaTaHO CIIEINANIbHOM MevaThio pe3uneHIuy Kusa3s [[3uab. Kak ToabKo mevaTh
HapylleHa, MUCbMO TepPSeT LIEHHOCTb.

— Xa-xa... Huuero BaxHoro, He Oecrnokoiicsi, — @y FO¥chHl He cTa BaBaThCS B TOAPOOHOCTH U
MaxHyJI PyKoii, 4To0s ciayru npoBoaunu [y CioaTaHa OTOBIXaTh.

[Tocne toro kak [Iy CroaTaH yies, KHA3b Y BCTal ¥ CIIPOCHUIT:
— YTo TaM OBIJIO HAIHMCAHO?
— KH#3b, mocMoTpuTe camu!

@y HOiicel mepenan nuChbMO KH$I310 Y. Ha MrHOBeHUe OH TOXKe ObIIT B 3aMelnaTenbcTBe. KHsI3b YV B3siN
mrchMO. Ha HeM Ovlyia BCeTro OffHa CTPOKa.

Bparen HOtichl, cnacu6o 3a yCTynkKy!

— Harmen! — ymapun o ctony KHs13b Y. — OH CIleIManbHO Hamucas IUCbMO, YTOOB HacMeXaThCs
Han Toboi!

— Ia! Y cnernmanbHo otnpaBui ckiHa [y IluHa, 4T06B JOCTaBUTH ero. [IpocTo HeBEPOSITHAS
HarJI0CTh, — HaJUJ YamKy 4as @y KO#chl, ero roioc ocTaBajcs CIIOKOWHBIM, ¥ He OBITIO BUTHO
HUKaAKOT'0 HeJIOBOJIbLCTBA.

KHsa3p Y 3aMeTu, 4To 4TO-TO HE TakK, ¥ CIIPOCHUIT:
— YTo-TO emie?
@y IO#cCEH, gepXKa 4YallKy, IOCMOTPeJI Ha KHA34 Y U cKa3all:

— Kus3p LI3unb — He KHI3b Ykao. [ToueMy oH chesnan OB YTO-TO Takoe... Oecrnone3noe! Heyxenu
3TO IIPOCTO OEMOHCTPALUS CUJIBI?

— KHu#3b LI3uHb men K CBOel 1e/lH, He IIPpOUTPaB HU OOHOMU OWTBHI. Tenepb OH ITIOJIYYHII TUTYII
BEJIMKOT'O reHepayla, KOHEe4YHO, OH CTaJl BEICOKOMEPHBIM, — CKa3aJl KHA3b y.

Xa-xa... Ho uTo-To Bce xke He Tak. @y HOiick He cTanm yrayOnsaThCs B pa3MbILIUIEHUS U YIIBIOHYTICS.

— XKarb, 4To ,]Iy Cro9TaH TOXKe He 3HaeT, KTO ObII BHEOPEH B OKPY2XKEHNEe KHA35 LI31Hb ¥ 4YTO UMEHHO
IIPOXU30MLIJIO. MHaye MBI MOTJIH OBI HCIIOJIb30BATh 9TO, YTOOBI OTBETHUTE.

— KT0 OBI 9TO HM OBIN, OH YK€ MEPTB.
— Ho KHA3b Y3H XUB.
— 9T0... — KH43b Y 3aKosnebasncs. — ITo Oblyla CIy4aHOCTb.

@y FOitice kuBHYN. Ha camMoM fiesie OH ToxKe He BEPHUJI, YTO KHS3b LI3uHb ocTaBUI OBl 3TOTO YeloBEKa
B JKUBHIX. Beb peys IJ1a 0 KU3HU U cMepTH, 0 60eBoM nyxe CeBepHOUM apMmun. Ecnu KHg3b LI3uHB
CTPEMUTCS K BJIACTH, 3TOTO YeJIoBeKa Hy2KHO ObLJIO YCTPaHUTE.

9TOT 1IeCTOn IIPUHI] IaBHO YK€ He OBLTT TeM HaWuBHEIM BITIOOJIEHHEIM MaJTbUMKOM U3 CTOJIMITHI.



ABTOpCKOE NMpUMeYaHue:

BoT u Bce, BCe BaxKHBIE COOBITHS OMHUCAHEL. JDTOT MOOOYHEIN CI0XKET 0Ka3aJICS CIUIIKOM MJIMHHBIM, HO
rocrnonv [y Ci03TaH ellle MOSIBUTCS, TIO3TOMY HY2KHO OBIIIO BCe pacCKa3aTh.

[ToOOYHBIN CIOKET He CUMTAETCs, II03TOMY TPH TJIaBhl.
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