Iaxe GYJIy‘-II/I BJIOBCTBYIOLHefI I/IMl'IepanI/ILIefI, OHa He MorJia OhITh yYBE€pEHa B TOM, 9YTO CMOZKET
3dlIIUTUTH ce65{, 1 TeM 0ojiee He HMeJja CUI IIPOTHUBOCTOATH OABJIEHNIO BCEX ITPHUOBOPHBIX
YHMHOBHHKOB.

Cepoii my4oK BOJIOC CJIeTKa OPOTHYJI. BOOBCTByMOIasg nMIiepaTpulia CMOTpesia Ha CEPhE3HOCTD U
6e3bICX0mHOCTD B ria3ax Luub KOs, FO3pa, Kak TH #oIIén mo 3Toro? Ecnu Obl 1 3Haa paHbIIe, TO...

— Tw1 BepHEIILCA B IaPCTBO LI3MHB, KaK KHA3b Y?
Kus3p ¥? Xa... Marymka! Llunb FO# cxkaj e€ pyKy B CBOel nafoHu, yIbe0asich, CKa3an:

— Maryuika, BE JOIXKHEI IIOHATH, UYTO MO YXOI — 3T0 criocod u3bexaTh OpaToyOHUliCTBEHHON
BOWHEL!

MaTy'H.IKa, BRI, KdK 1 4 KOT'Ia-TO, HE XOTUTE BEPUTH. Ho #Ha camowm gene Y HaC yKe OJaBHO HET IIYTH
Ha3apm.

— THI...

BmoBcTBYyIOIIAst UMIEpaTpPHUIla CMOTPeIa Ha X0JIoguyo yiaelOKy Luus FOst u Bopyr 3amepia. OHa He
y3HaBaJla 3TOTO Yesl0oBeKa. JTO OB TOT CaMbIi KH3b LI3MHB, KOTOPOTO OHa HUKOTIA He Bumesa!

OTnycTHB PyKy BEOBCTBYIOIIeH ummnepaTtpuilsl, Lluus KO# cmoxun pyku nepen co6oii, BEpHYBIINUCH K
CBOEM TOYTUTEIBHOM U CIIOKOMHON MaHepe, ¥ HEIOIBUKHO ITPOU3HEC:

— HriHelHee nmomoxeHue KHA3s1 L[3MHB TAKOBO, YTO €CJIM S OCTAHYCh B CTOJIUIIE, BHI IOJIKHEI
IIOHMMATh, UTO IPOU30HAET. [Tpolry Ballero pa3pemeHus.

}KepTBbI IIPUHOCATCA Pagu UMIIEPATOpPa, a IIOJINTUKA UCXOOUT OT... BI[OBCTBYI-OH_IBH HMIIepaTpuia
N3MEHHUJIaCh B JIUIIE, TJIAOA Ha HEero, Ho 6BICTp0 YCIIOKOHJIACh:

— Xoporo, g u3ngam yka3. Ho kaa3p YKao B cTonuIe...

— 4 nmepegaM KoMaHOOBaHHKe Haf [eBATHIO BOPOTaMU MOeMy cTapiieMy 6paTy. Ecnu B cTomnulie 4To-
TO ciyuutcsi, CeBepHBI arepb OyOeT Mo BaluM KoMaHgoBanueM, — Llunb HO#, He moXKuUOasICh
BOIIPOCA, OMyCTHUJICS Ha KOJIEHH.

— XopoI110, — BAOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIepaTpulla KUBHYIIA.
Luup KO# B3goxHyN ¢ 00erdeHueM 1 IPOOJIKIII:

— Marymka, coenaiTe 3TO Kak MOXHO CKopee. UMnepaTpulla Ipu cMepTu. Ecnu HacTynuT Tpayp,
MOTYT ObITh TIEPEMEHEL.

ThHI meliCTBUTENBHO MO CHIH. BHOBCTByIOIIas UMIIEpaTpUlla YCMeXHyIach ¥ KUBHYTIA:

— 4 nousana.

— Bamw cnyra oTkiaHUBaeTCA.

BroscTByOIas uMIlepaTpulia CMOTpesia Ha ero yAaJ[IoIyCcs CIIMHY U BOPYT KPUKHYJIA eMy:

— B Hansue xomonHo, 6eperu ceosi.



Hunp FO# ocTaHoBUICS, 00€PHYIICS K BHOBCTBYIOIIEH UMIIEpATPUIlE U UCKPEHHE YIBIOHYIICS:
— B cTonuue cyeta, MaTyllKa, He IIepeXXUBalTe CIUIIKOM CUIBHO.

Kus3p L[3uns ymen. BooBcTByommas nMIiepaTpulia TOBEPHYJIACh K OKHY U BOPYT BCIIOMHUJIA yXKe
yMmepmux Benukoro HactaBHuKa JIuHS, KHg34 JIgHa, My Yxk3HbIHA...

Bce oHu Korma-To OBITM aKTUBHEI B 9TOM [IBOPIIE, a IIOTOM HCUe3/H!

3a npenenamu 3ana YaHCUHB TYHHBIM cBET OB TycKibIM. LIunb FOi mpuXKan pyky K rpyau. Bugumo,
Oonbllle HE YBUIUMCS.

I BOpIIOBBIE KOPHUAOPHI OBINTK IIy0OOKUMHY U TEMHBIMU. [unb FOii €N 3a eBHYXOM, KaxXKIbll Iar Obi
TBEPALIM. [I0BOPOT 3a TOBOPOTOM, KOPUIOPH! OBLIM TaKUMU Ke TTIyOOKMMU, TAKAUMHU XKe TEMHBIMHU, U
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO KOHIIA UM HeT.

— B [IBoper LI3unbxya, — Lluns F0i riny60Ko B3gOXHYJI, yCIOKOUBIINUCh. — £ X0Uy HaBECTUTh
UMIIEPaTPHILLy.

Hanbrys FO#nsH BhIIIEN U3 3aja 4 B IyCTOM [BOpPe I'Iy00oKo B3HoxHYJ. MMmepaTop CioaHb TOJIBKO
YTO YIIEN, €eBHYX BaH 4TO0-TO IMIENHY eMy Ha yXO0 ¥ IOCIeNIHO yaanuicsa. OH CMYTHO YCJIBIIIAN O
KH3e LI3uHb.

B mocnenHue OHH, KOTTa KMIIepaTpuiia Obla TSKeIo 00IbHa, KMIIEPATOP YacTO HaBelas eé, HO He
3aepPKUBAJICS HALOJIT0, BMECTO 9TOTO IPOsBIILs 3a60Ty 0 HéM. HaubryH KO#nsaH ObT He TIyI U
IIOHSJI, YTO UMIIEPATOP YTO-TO 3aMEIIIISET.

He roBops yxe o ToM, uyTo CSIH MMO-ITpeXKHEMY 3aHUMaJla ero Cepille, epen ria3aMu OBl IPUMeEp
uMnepaTpuilbl Ce. ITH IBOPIIOBLIE CTEHH — He MecTo mjis onei. Ho umnepaTop 661 CeinoM Heba,
a He 0OBIYHBIM 4es10BeKOM. Ecu ObI OH ITPOCTO XOJ0THO OTBEPHYJICS, 3TO MOTJIO OBl IIOBNIUSITH Ha
cembio HauwryH u [IBopern; HebecHoro Bora.

9x... Haubrys FOUmSH CTOSI ITOM JlepeBOM U TSKeJI0 B3[bIXaJl, CoXKaJjlesi 0 TOM, YTO IIpuexan B
CTOJIHUILY.

— 2Kpell, 0 4éM BBl B3[IEIXaeTe?
Kus3p L[3uns! Haubrysn FOUsSH B3OPOTHYIT U MTOCIEIIHO TIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOB! MTOKJTOHUTHCS.
— Bam cnyra npuBeTCTBYEeT KHA3A.

Luns IO yneiOHYyICS, 3aMedas cTpax xkpena. OH TOJBKO YTO BOIIEN B [[Bopelr L[3uHbXya U YBULEN
Hanrryn IO#nsHa, 103TOMYy pelins He UATY K UMIIlepaTpuULe.

— 2Kpet, BHI eIIl€ He OTBETHUIIM MHE.

— $1 HeMHOTO ycTa, cuacu6o 3a 3a00Ty, KHI3b, — HaubryH FOumsaH cobpacs ¢ gyxoM u
YCITOKOUJICS.

— A, — lIunp FOu momor eMy OOHATHCA U, TTISIAS Ha HETO, CKa3al:
— Kak 310poBbe uMIIepaTpuIis?

— JHuéM...



— XKpern, — Iunb FO# nmpepBan ero, MOJI0XKKUB PYKY Ha €ro Ijie40. — f X04y yCNbIIaTh He 3TO. Bel
MOTXKHEI TIOHUMATh?

Haubryn FOunsH cxan ryOsl 1 Momdan. Pyka KHs3s1 L[3uHb Ha ero mnjede clierka HafjaBuiia, ¥ OH
TUXO IIPOU3HEC:

— {1 gonro Xpas Bac B CBOeU pPe3ufeHINH, Xpell. Brl Hapymunu obellaHue.
— Kus3p, — Hanbrys FOungs cTucHyn 3y0Os 4, COOPaBIIXUCH C AYXOM, CKa3all:

— CocTosiHYE UMIIepaTPUIIBE He OOJIXKHO OBITh TPeIMeTOM MOUX AOoTafoK. Baly neicTBUS HapyIlaloT
3aKOHbI ¥ PUTYAJIbL.

— 3akoHH U putyansl, — Luas FOu ycmexHyscs, rnsaad Ha Hero.
Haubryn FO#NsH cnerka BRIPSIMUJICSA U IPSIMO CKa3all:

— Torpa st gomycTtun oumOKy, ceMbst KyH yKe yHUUYTOXKEHa, 3TO MeJloub. Hazeroch, KHs3b He OymeT
Iep:kKaTh Ha MEHS 371a ¥ IPOCTUT MEHS.

Cembst KyH yKe MepTBa, ¥ TO, YTO IIPOU30IIIIO TOTa, O0/bllle He uMeeT 3HaueHusI. Kusa3b LI3uHb
00JIbIIle HE CMOXKET MCII0Ih30BaTh 9TO ITPOTHUB HETO.

— Xa-xa, Xpel, Bel IPOHUIIATENIbHE, BaM OBl CJIEfOBaJI0 CTaTh YHHOBHUKOM, — LluHb 0¥ momHsi
OpoBbL U TOCMOTpeEN Ha Hero. — Ho... &Kpell, Kak BH JyMaeTe, YTo OyIeT, eCciu UMIepaTop 00HaAPYKUT
He(PUTOBYIO IOOBECKY, KOTOPYIO S BaM II0Japui’?

— ... — nmuno Hanbrys HOungHa 3ameprio.
Hunp FO# npubau3usics u TUXO IPOIIenTat:

— BHI Xe 3HaeTe, YTO Yy MEHS C UMIIEPATOPOM IIJIOXUe OTHOIIeHUs. 2Kpell, 4To BaM OoJIblile 110 AyIIe:
YaCTHBIM IIOMAPOK UIIM IMIIHAOHAK?!

Hanbryn FOUNSH OTTONKHYI MPUOAN3UBIIErocs KHg3s L[31Hb, C THEBOM IIOCMOTPEN Ha HEro, HO
3aTeM IJIEYU er0 OMYyCTUIHCE.

— HiMmepaTpuila X0Th U IIJI0Xa, HO MMPOMIEPKUTCS eIllé HeCKOJIbKO JHeH. ECIM YTOo-TO U3MEHUTCH... 5
coo0111y BaM.

— Bbnaropapio xpena, — [lune KOi oTCTynum Ha ar U yImes.

Kus3p L[3uHb npocnan Ao MOoayAHS U Y3Hall, YTO TOCIOoguH YKao XKOET ero B IepegHeM 3ase. Bouas
TyHa, OH 00HapyKHUJI, YTO TaM He TOJIbKO rocroAauH Ykao, HO ¥ cTapuk ¢ Oesoit 60pomo.

— Bau cnyra npuBeTCTBYET KHA3S.
O6a BcTanmu U MOKJTOHUIUCE. LIuHb FOU MaxHys PYKOU U C YIRIOKOM CIIPOCHIT:
— YTO0 CNy4usock Tak paHo yTpoM? A 3T0 KTO?

— Bam cnyra Bas I'yanuu, — ctapuk c 6eioi 60ponoii MOKIOHUIICS, IOCMOTPeB Ha KHA35 LI3uHb, u
CEePHE3HO MPOU3HEC:



— PaHbIle CIIyKUJI B Pe3UAEHIINHN IIeH30pa.

Pesupnenrus uensopa. Barmsag Luue KOs gporuyn. OH IeroHbKO IOTHSIT YaWHYI0 YallKy, ITOAYI Ha
Heé U cKas3aj:

— T'ocioguH BaH, BaM OelCTBUTEIbHO IMOBE3JI0. BHI MpUIIM cOaThCs?
[Tocne KpoBaBo¥ pacmpaBhl Hafl cEMbEM KyH ocTasncs TONbKO 3TOT CTapuK!

Bau I'yaniu mocMoTpen Ha KHA3s1 L[31Hb, ero ria3a cBepKanu ocoOsiM O1eckoM, 6opofia cierka
IpozKaa.

— Kus3s, nokunys cronuiy, Lu LI3uHb0M 0CTaHETCS IIpU ABOpe. BBl MOXKeTe MOJTHOCTHIO IOBEPSATH
eMy? f mpumén cioma, 4ToOH ciegoBaTh Boie Heba.

9x... B mocnenHee BpeMs MOSIBUIIOCHh TAK MHOT'O TalaHTIUBHIX miofen. [luas KOit mocMoTpen Ha Hero,
3apyMaBInCch. Ban ['yaHIIM He TOPONMICS, CKPOMHO OIyCTUB IroJioBy. Lluus F0i ycMexHyca U
3aroBOPUIL.

— Yto takoe Bons Heba?
— HebecHrilt MaHOaT npuHamiexkuT L[3uab. KHs3b, BE U ecTh Boyist Heba!
Xa-xa-xa... Lluep FOU BCTPSIXHYJ CBOU Of€eK[bl, CKPDEeCTUJI HOTY U CKa3all:

— l'ocioguu BaH, Bb 00pa30BaHHBIM YEJIOBEK, laXKe KOMIIJTUMEHTHI 3By4aT TaK U3bICKAHHO. BhI
cuutaete, 4To Ly LI3uHBIOI0 HENb3s [oBepATh? Kakoe y Bac npeaioxenue?

— KH4a3b, noka Bel B cTonuue, L L[3uHb0M He ToCMeeT HU4Yero CKpeiBaTh. HO eciiu BHL yefieTe, OH He
OCMENIUTCS OCIyLIaThCA UMIlepaTopa. ETo mpegaHHOCTh COCTaBISET JIAIIL CEMb YaCTel U3 JecATu. 4
TOTOB BOCIIOJTHUTD OCTaBIIMeCs TpU, — BaH ['yaHIIM OIyCTUIICS Ha KOJIEHH.

— Xopotiro, rocioguH BaH, Balll MOCTYIIOK PellaeT MO0 mpo6aeMy. f mpuHUMAlO Ballly TpelaHHOCTb.
OctanbHoe s nopyuy Yxkununy, — Luub KO ynbIOHYICS U TOMOT eMy MOJHSTHCS.

Bau I'yaHIlM MOYTUTENIBHO ITOKJIOHUIICS ¥ OCTOPOXKHO YOaIUICS.

— Kaxk TvI ero Hamen?

— OTO0 He £ €ro HalllEN, OH CaM HaIlEJl MeHs.

Bomubu ambuninu, coBceM Kak y rocrnonuHa Kyna. Lunb FO# 3amymarcs u ckasat:
— Ero MOXHO MCIIOIb30BaTh.

— Ku#3p, BB eMy foBepsieTe? — crnpocun Yxkao YKUnuH.

Bau I'yaniu usbexan rubenu ceMbd KyH, 3HaYuT, OH 3apaHee npensupen cyas0y Ky [omnas, HO
cOexai, 6pOCUB CBOET0 rOCIIOANHA. TaKo! YeJOBeEK...

— [IpepartensiM Henb3s H0BEPATh, — LluHb KOl moKayas rojioBoii, HAKOHEIl IPOSBIISAS CEPhE3HOCTD.
— Ho Iu II3unbI0# B CTOJNHKIIE HeHCTBUTEIHHO BHI3EIBAET ¥ MeHS 0€CIIOKOMCTBO. PeKo KTO MOXKeT
TaK SICHO BHETh. K TOMy e B CTOJIMIIEe LIAPUT XaoC, MBOPIIOBEIE Pppakuuu, 60pbOa
apuCTOKpaTU4YecKux cemen. CKOIBKO JI00e TalHO CBI3aHHl U C KHA3eM Y, U ¢ KHgI3eM Uxkao? Ban



FyaHuH, YeJIOBEK C HESACHBIM ITPOIMJIBIM, MOXKET OBITH TIONIEe3eH. ETo IIPpeAaHHOCTE HE BaXKHa, I''TaBHOE
— €ro IIOJIE3HOCTB.

— Bam cnyra o, — oTBeTUN YxkKao YKUIKH.

— Coo6uu Yxkoy LsHbdanio, — Luub KO BcE ermie 6b1 HeCITOKOeH. — [1yCTh OH TOXKe cnengut 3a Lu
LI3unbioeM. IIpemaHHOCTh MOXKHO ITPOBEPHUTD.

— IIa, — Y>Kao YKUNUH COTJIaCUICS, 3aTeM C 0€CIIOKOMCTBOM IIOCMOTPEN Ha KH34. — KHA3B,
CTapIllIuy IPUHI] YKe BepHYJICS B cTonully. [Toxoxe, uMmnepaTpulia cCKopo... Korma BOoBCTByOas
yMIiepaTpulla U3[acT yKas?

— OTO 3aBUCUT OT TOTO, KOTla OHa YGGJII/IT KaHIJIEPa Bana.

Yskao UxkunuH oTknausncs. Lluns Ot BrIen Bo ABOP, TOE ymas cyxou nuct. OH B3MOXHYI,
IIOYYBCTBOBAB JIETKYI0 HOCTAJILIMIO, HO OHA MCYe3a, KaK TOJIbKO JINCT KOCHYJICS 3eMIJIH.

[ABTOpPCKOE NTpuMeYaHue: ITO He I Hapyus o0ellfaHNe O BHITYCKe, a OIInOCs C HaCTPOMKOM
TaliMepa. YKe TOPbKO CoXKaJielo, I03TOMY IIPULIIOCH BEUIOKUTH CETONHS, MHAUe HApyIIUTCS
IIOPSIIOK. |

Ban LIsHBX5 BRILIEN U3 3ajla YaHCHHDb, IOCMOTpPEN B CTOPOHY [IBopia YKaoBa u B3noxHyn. OH 3HaN
uMiepaTtopa CioaHss — ecnu 661 Ero BenmruecTBO yCIBIIIIA JOBOAK BIOBCTBYIOIIEH NUMIIEPATPHUIIL], TO
HeTpeMeHHO IMPHUIIEN Obl B IPOCTh ¥ HU 3@ UTO HE COTJIacUiICs Ol
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