— XM, — kuBHYN LHunae KO, He MposBIsAs HU KallI¥ YOUBIIEHUS, TIIAS Ha YEPHLIE BOOKI 03€pa. —
Mynphie u 671aropogHbie MyKu HeM30e:KHO 00J1ajat0T MPeNaHHOCTRIO U CITPABeIJIMBOCTHIO B CepAlie.
OTOT MOCTYTIOK He BHI3BIBAET yAUBIEeHUS. He oxkuman, 4To MOEMY YeTBEPTOMY OpaTy Tak IOBE3JIO.
YT0 TH fyMaelb?

Yka0 YKHUIMIKMH CJIeTKa B3APOTHYJI, cOOpasCs ¢ AyXOM ¥, CHOBa ITIOCMOTPEB Ha KH3s LI3uHb, TBEPHO
IIPOU3HEC:

— Ba1 cnyra cyuTaet, 4TO Hy>KHO Ka3HUTh bau YK9HIIMHA.

Ka3nuts? Lluns 0¥ noBepHYIICS, IS0 Ha CKJIOHUBIIEr0 TOJI0By UYxKao YKUNKWHE, ¥ SO0 MOJTYall.
JIVme CIyCcTs HEKOTOpPOe BpPeMsi, KOTZia oAy BeTep, OH OUHYJICS U, YIROHYBIINCE, TOMOT YKao
YXXUNuHYy NONHATHCS.

— B Mupe MHOXKECTBO TaJlaHT/IUBHIX JIIOfei. Pa3Be BcexX, KTO He IIEePEXOIUT IO MOE
IIOKPOBUTEIILCTBO, HYKHO yOuUBaTh? 4 cpaxXascs Ha 1ojie OUTBH MHOTO JieT. Pa3Be s 6010Ch KaKOT'0-TO
KOH(yuuraHua?

Pyka Yxao Yxunusa Hanpsriaack. Lluas KO mo4yBCTBOBaI €ro CTpaHHOE COCTOSHUE U C
yOUBJIEHUEM CIPOCUIL:

— Yuutenn, 4TO C BaMu?

— Baime BricouecTBo, Balll ciayra yxKe o0cyzxkaan 9ToT jiaH ¢ bait YxasHuuHOM. OH yTBEpXK/Iall, 4To
BEI €T0 HEe Ka3HHUTE.

— JIelcTBUTENBHO YMHBIN. EIIE€ 4yTh-4yTh, ¥ OH JUIIMIICS OBl KU3HU, — IpobopmoTan Luub HO¥,
rnsaag Ha Yxkao UxunuHa. — B mocrienHee BpeMs S CIIMIIKOM MHOTO yOuBalo. JIafiHO, YUUTENb,
OTIOXHHUTE.

YouTh Bcex B MUPe — KaKas B 9TOM I10JIb3a, €CJIU CeP/ille He 00PETEIIb.

BrooBcTByIOIIas UMIepaTpulia yKe B rofax, peArnoyuTaeT TAIINHY, T03TOMY B 3ajie YaHCHHD BCerma
IIAPUT CIIOKOMCTBUE. [IBOPIIOBEIE CITYTH XOASAT TyAa-CI0fla, CTapasiCh He HapyIIaTh THUIIWHY.

Wmnepartop CroaHb OTIIYCTHUII CIIYT ¥ THUXO BOWIET B HEOOJIBIIYI0 KOMHATY.
— Maryika.

— Tol mpuULIEN, — T1a3a BAOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIEPATPULB], IIOKPHITbIE MOPIIMHAMHY, IIPUBETIIUBO
IIPUIYPHUINCE, KaK V¥ moOpoayImHou cTapymku. — Caauck. Kak 310poBbe UMIIEPATPHUIIHI?

— IToka mepxKuTCs, MaTyIlIKa, He 6eCIIOKONTEeCh, — OTBETHJI UMIIEPaTOp.

— He HykHO MeH$ yTelllaTb, — BOOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIEpaTpULla MaxHyjla pyKou. — 4 BuOena MHOTO
cMeptel. Ho uMmneparputiia 6biy1a ¢ To00M MHOTO JIET, 9TO HEPOCTO. Ecnu yxkKe HUYEro He
nofieJiaelb, ToCKopee BepHU Mapa, MyCcTh OHU C MaTepbio IPOBEAYT OOJIbIllE BpEMEHH BMECTE.

Hunap U — crapmui chiH ummnepaTtopa CioaHs, pOXIEHHBIM nMneparpuiiei. 1o moruke, mocie
BOCIIIECTBUS Ha MPECTOJI OH [0IkKeH OblsT ObITh Ha3HaYeH HaclegHUKOM. OgHAKO U3-3a
HecTabUIIBHOCTY B CTPaHe UMIIePaTOp OBINT CIIMIIKOM 3aHST, YTOOH 3aHUMATLCS 3TUM BOIIPOCOM.
Kpowme Toro, BceM OBIJIO U3BECTHO, YTO UMIIEPATpHUIla He MI0/Ih30Baiach €ro 6J1aroCKJIOHHOCTLIO.
BooscTBymoias ummnepaTtpuna u Ban LIgHbX3 TaKXKe He BBICKA3bIBAJIUCh [0 9TOMY IIOBOAY, IO3TOMY



BCE€ HAMEPEHHO MTHOPHUPOBAJIX 3TOT'0 IIPHHIIA.

YroOnl n36ekKaTh JaBlIeHUs CO CTOPOHB YNHOBHUKOB, uMIiepaTtop CioaHb OTIIPABUJI UMIIEPATPHULY B
IIBoperr B ropax Haubliaub mist oTObIxa. [Iom mpeamoroM MTUYHOTO IPUTOTOBIEHUS IEKAPCTB OH
TakXke oTnpaBun Tyga Lluaes U. Temeps, Korga uMnepaTpulia HaXOAUTCS IIPU CMEPTH, CTapIIUM CHIH
unp U BCE emé He OB BEI3BAH 00PaTHO.

— CBHIHOK TIOHSJI, cracu60 3a 3a060Ty, MaTyIIKa, — uMnepaTop CioaHb IOCMOTPEN Ha BOOBCTBYIOIIYIO
MMIIepaTPHUIly, CKaJl KyJaK U o0aBUII:

— Marty1ka, y MeHsI €CTh OIMH BOIIPOC, TI0 KOTOPOMY XOTeJ OBl CIIPOCUTD BAIIIET0 COBETA.

— Penko TH oOparaeniscsi KO MHe 3a COBETOM, — BIOBCTBYIOIas UMIIepaTpuIla yIbI0HYIach, CJIOBHO
He IIpHUfaBas 3TOMY 3HAUeHUs, U OTKUHYJIACh Ha MOAYIIKU. — YTO CITy4YUIIOCH?

— Kanumep HaxomuTcs B omane, B UMIepaTopcKOM ABOPe LIAPUT Xa0C, CIIOPH He YTUXAloT. & XoTen
GBI CITPOCHUTH Y BaC, KaK YCIIOKOUTD 3TH PA3HOPH], — uMIepaTop CioaHb OMYyCTUII TOJIOBY, HE
yIIOMHUHas HaPsSIMYIO O KHsi3€e [[3uHb.

[nyneii Xao, pa3gopbl HEBO3MOXKHO YCIIOKOUTh. BOOBCTBYyOIas UMIepaTpulla B3OXHYIa 1
CIIOKOMHO IPOX3HECA:

— Teot xouets, 4T0oOB BaH IIsTHEXD BEPHYIICS?
— la.

VimmepaTop CroaHb He YIUBUIICS, YTO BIOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIEPATPHIlA Horafanack. Briio O CTPAHHO,
ecnu OBl OHA HUYEro He 3Hajla O IIPOMCXOMsIeM BHe OBoplia. [IBOp He MOXKeT MPOJoIKaTh TaK
IIyMeTbh, HyKHO, 4T00H BaH LIsSHBEX9 BEpPHYJICS ¥ BOCCTAHOBUII OaaHC.

— Ecnu Lu LI3uHbi01 3a¥MET IIOCT TJIaBHOTO I1eH30pa, BaH LI9HBX9 CMOXKET BEpHYTHCS.
— Ho...

— Barme BenuyecTBo, B 9TOM ABOpE, YTOOBI YTO-TO MOIYYUTDh, HY2KHO YTO-TO OTHATh. Llu I3uHbBIOM
yXe JAaBHO B ITOJIMTUKE, OH CTaJl HACTOSIIMUM MacTepoM. OH HUKOTHa He OyaeT IMOTHOCTHIO Ha YbeH-TO
cTOopoHe. BaMm He HYyXKHO ero omacaThcsi. Ha gBOpe B U KaHIIEP — caMble IaBHble. OH HE CMOXKET
YCTPOHUTD OOJIBIIION ITePEIOoIoX.

ToH BHOBCTBYIOIEN UMITePATPHUIILI OB CIOKOMHEIM, B HEM YYBCTBOBaIach yBEPeHHOCTh. OHa Oblna
yBepeHa B OTPaHUYeHHOU npefanHocTu Ly [I3MHbI0s, TIOTOMY 4TO JOorafblBaiach, 4YTO KHA3b LI3MHD
co0upaeTcs BEPHYTLCS B CBOE IIapCTBO.

— CHIHOK TIOHSJI, — uMIiepaTtop CioaHb Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aK0y1e0asics, HO BCE JKe COTJIaCHUJICS.

BrooscTBymomas uMnepaTpulia yBAgena, 4To OH X04eT YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO He pellaeTcs, U MaXHyJa
PYKOK:

— 4 Br13oBy FO3pa Bo pBopetl, Baie BenuuecTBo, He 6eCIIOKONTECH.
— Torma s 0TKJIaHUBAIOCE.

WmmnepaTtop CroaHb MOKJIOHUICS ¥ BHILIEN, HO B AyIle OH HE TIOYYBCTBOBAs oOneryenus. Emy
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO YTO-TO BOT-BOT IIPOU30UMIET.



Ha cnepyromui gensb umnepaTtop CroaHb u3gan yka3 o0 HadHaueHuu Ly 1[31HBI0S TTaBHEIM
I[eH30POM, ITOCTaBUB €r0 B OOUH PSAA C TPEMS BBICIIMMU CAHOBHUKAMU. TOJIBKO YTO Ha3HaYEeHHBIU
[IeH30D Pe3KO0 OCYHUII IIpefaTesibCTBO ceMb KyH, paCKpUTHKOBAJI OIIPOMETUYMBOCTD KHA34 LI3UHb U
TJIyIoCTh YKao-BaHa, HO IOIIPOCHUII IOMUJIOBaHUA A1 Ban LIgHBXS.

Kanmyiep BaH ycriemmHo BepHYJICS KO IBOPY, U CUTyalldsi BpEMEeHHO cTa0unu3upoBanach. OfHAKO,
risaas Ha miofed B [IBopiie FOHIIOy, mMnepaTop CioaHb YYBCTBOBA €Il€ GOJBIIYI0 YCTATOCTE.

HWwmnepatop Croanb, B3abixasi, Hanpasuics B [IBopen Li3unbxya. Ecnu 3a nocnegHee BpeMs 4TO-TO U
IIPUHOCUIIO €My XOTh KaKOe-TO yTellleHHe, TakK 3T0 ¢purypa xkpetia HaueryHa. 9To 3aCTaBisiio €ro
nocemats [IBoper Li3uHbXya yaiue.

TonbKO BOM[IS, OH yCIIBIIIaN HelpeKpallaomuics Kamenb uMinepaTpullbl Ce. B cepplie ummnepaTopa
BCITBIXHYJIA KaJI0CTh, ¥ OH YCKOPHJI IIard, YTOOH BOUTH B KOMHATY.

— XaHbIOHB, KaK THI?

VimmepaTtpuiia Ce Obiyia 671€HOM ¥ UCTOIIEHHON 00 HEY3HaBAeMOCTH. MIMIepaTop He CMOT COepKaTh
COYYBCTBUS, U €0 TOJIOC CTal MArye.

— Cnacub6o, Baitie Benu4ecTBo... Kalllens... 3a 3a00Ty. Balemy ciyre HU4ero He yrpoxaer, — Ha
6renHbIX TyOax uMIepaTpulibl Ce mosiBuach cinabas yiaei0Ka, HO OHA BCE Ke cTapaiaCh COXPaHUTh
IOCTOUHCTBO.

ViMmepaTop TUXO B3OOXHYJ, IIOBEPHYJICA K XKpelly HaHbI'yHY U cKa3al:
— ITo3aboTbcs 006 umneparpuile, Haubrys HOunsan. Eciy 4To-TO CIy4YUTCS, Cpa3y coobIy MHe.
— Ia, — orBeTus HaubryH FOUNSH ¥ TUXO BHIIIE].

Wmnepatpuna Ce, HaOmofas, Kak B3TJISA UMIIepaTopa CIeyeT 3a YXOOALUUM KPeIoM, ClIerka
TIOMyTHeJIa. X0TS MeXK/Iy Hell U MMIIEPaToOpPoOM He OBUIO TIIyOO0KUX YyBCTB, OHU ITPOKUIIM BMECTE
MHOT0 JIET, ¥ OHA 3HaJja €ero.

XoTs oHa Oblla Ha I'PaHU CMEPTH, OHA 3HaJla, YTO U3-3a MHOXKeCTBa I'OCyJapCTBEHHBIX [ell
MMIIepaTop He cTaj OHl eXKefHeBHO HaBellaTh e€. OH IPUXOAUII Pagy TOr0, KTO TOJIBKO YTO BBIIIEI.
9toT XKpel HaHbI'yH OBIJT HOOPHIM ¥ Y€CTHHIM YeJIoOBeKOM. Ecii 0H BOUIET B IBOPEL], BO3MOXKHO,
Hspy cTanert nerue!

Korga ¢urypa Hausryn FOiinsiHa ucuesna, ©MIepaTop OTBEJI B3TJIA U, YBUAEB Iledasb B Ila3ax
VMIIepaTPUILL], YTEIINI e€:

— 4 yxe ormpasun X3 Tsgo 3a MUapoM. Brl yBupuTe ero gHEM. [1yCcTh OH IPOBEHET ¢ TOOOM BpeMs,
THI TIOTIPABUIILCST OBICTPEE.

— Cnacub6o, Bame BenngecTBo, — B rima3ax uMnepaTpuisl Ce BCIBIXHYI NTyd Hagexkabl. OHa gyMmana,
YTO, BO3MOXKHO, HE CMOXKET YBUAETH €T0 B IIOCTIEAHUN pas.

WMnepaTop, YBUAEB €€ PafloCTh, CHOBA YJILIOHYJICS U YTELIUII €, 3aTeM BCTaJl ¥ yién. MMnepaTpuria
Ce, I/II[s HA €0 CIMHY, TUXO0 KAUUITHYJIA ¥ CKa3asa:

— 4 X044y CIIOKOMHO OTHOXHYTE. IIyCTh XKpel] 60JIbIlle He TPUXOAUT, TyCTh OTABIXAaeT B GOKOBOM 3arie.

— Ia.



Wmnepatpuiia Obita Ts:kenno 6onbHa, ¥ Haubrys FOUNsSH yzke KUl BO ABOPIE. BobIIyio YacTh JHS
oH mpoBopun B [IBopuie 1[3uHbxya. M3-3a npepiAyInero MHIUAEHTa OH He pelancs OpOmuThb UK
pasroBapuBaTh C KeM-JI00, TT03TOMY IIPOBOIUII BpeMsi, UTPasi B IIaXMaThl caM C COOO0M.

9x... Korpa xe g cMOry BEepHYThCS?
— OiingH, — BOPYT 3a ero CIKHOM pa3fasics TojIoc uMuepaTtopa. — MoXeT, s CBIrpato ¢ TOO0H?

Hanbryn FOunsH o0epHYCS U XOTE BCTaTh, YTOOH MOKJIOHUTHCS, HO UMITEpaTop yAepKaJl ero.
HmnepaTop MOCMOTPEN Ha HETo, YIBIOHYJICS U CeJl HallPOTUB.

b KO# méen 3a eBHYX0OM, BEOYLIUM ero BHYTPb. [Ipoiifis yepe3 MyCTOM ABOP, OH YBUAET CIYTY,
Be[yllero MajbynKa jieT YeTEpHaALaTU-IIATHaALaTA B CTOPOHY [IBopua LI3uHbXYa.

— K10 9510? — Iluns IO B3r/IAHYI Ha OfeXy MajlbuiKa U CIIPOCHUI ¥ COIIPOBOXKIABIIEr0 €ro eBHyXa.
EBHYX B3rJISHYN U, ONIyCTUB I'0OJIOBY, OTBETUIIL:
— OT0 crapmmy npuHi. CerogHs OH TOJIBKO YTO BepHYJICA u3 [IBoplia B ropax HaHbIaHb.

Crapwwuii npus Huse W. LHuae FOU noMHNUI, KakK BUAEI €ro IIpU poxkaeHuu. Heyxkenu OH yxe Tak
BeIpoC? Llunp U BepHYyICS BO ABOpeEI... 3HAUUT, UMIlepaTpulia yxKe Ipu cmeptu? [Toxoxe, xKper
HanrryH He cnuiukoM mociyieH!

3an YaHcuHb yKe Obl mepen HUM. OH ITOKaYasl roJIoBOM, 0TOPOCKB CBOX HOTAAKH, ¥ IMOTHSJICS II0
CTYIIEHSIM.

— Bam ciyra npuBeTCTBYeT BIOBCTBYIOIIYI0 UMIIePaTPULLY.

BroBcTByIOIIas uMIepaTpullia jiexkasa Ha JIoXKe, TTISAS Ha CTosIero Ha KoneHsax Luns 105, u
B3[OXHYa:

— HO3pa, CKONbKO THI elré Oyaeb ManuTh?
— Bam cnyra BuHOBeH, npoiy Haka3aHus, — L{uabs KO IPOM3HEC 3TO C MOJIHOM CEPhE3HOCTEIO.

Haxkazanusa? 3x! BooBcTByOIlas uMnepaTpulia rokavasia [0JI0BOM U IOMaHUJIa ero CeCTh PSAfoM.
Ona mocMoTpena Ha cuggilero pagoM Luas KOsa u cripocuna:

— T&I X04elb BEPHYTHCI?
— JlecsaTh OKPYroB LlapcTBa LI3WHb, 1 HUKOTda UMY HE yIPaBiIsil...

— HO3pa, — BOOBCTByMOLIas UMIIepaTpHlia IpepBajia ero, risaa Ha ero 6eccTpacTHOE JIUIO C
coxXaneHueM. — ¢ BCIO XKM3HbB CIylllajia BEICOKONapHEe peuyu. Heyxenu TH He MOXKeIllb CKa3aTh MHE
npaBay?

Huns FO# mopusn romoBy. Cenble BOJIOCH BAOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIEPATPHUIIB], Ka3al0Ch, CTAllHA eIe
Oeree, a MOPIIUHKY B YrOJIKax rila3 Mo-MpexkHeMy U3Tydanu foOpoTy. Ero manblibl cierka AporHyJiy,
¥ OH THUXO ITPOU3HEC:

— YTO BBl XOTUTE YCIIBIIIATE?

— ToI geCTBUTENIBHO XOUelllb TaK JaBUTh HA CBOETO CcTapiIero 6para? — BOoBcTByOmas



MMIIepaTpuIia B3sijia ero pykKy, e€ JajoHb yKe He MOTJIa II0JIHOCThI0 00XBAaTUTh €T0 PYKY.
Huup KO mocMOTpen Ha 9TH PYKH, CXKaJl UX U CKa3all:

— A Moii cTapmumii 6paT MOXKET He ype3aTh IIpaBa BaccajoB?

— Ype3saHue npas BaccajioB HyxKHO Oyig Benukou FOH. Pa3Be TH He ITOHUMaeEIb?

— Ype3aHue npaB BaccajoB 03HaydaeT... MO0 cMepTh! — LuHb KOl omyCTUI rojoBy, BCIOMUHAs, KaK
MaTh TOBOpPUJIa MY, UYTOOBI OH KUJI XOPOIIIO.

—4d 3alllUIny T€‘6H, — BOOBCTBYIOIIasi UMII€PaTpPHUIla ITOCIIENIHO YTEIINIIa €ro.

Xa-xa... Lluab IO 3acMesinics, B ero riia3ax MeabKHYyIIa mpoxiana. OH IOCMOTpeT Ha CTaperoInyo
BIOBCTBYIOIIYIO MMIIEPATPHUITY ¥ CEPHE3HO CKa3all:

— Marymika, BH TXKETe. Bbl HE CMOXKeTe 3alllUTUTb MEHS.

[[TycTo]
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