HmenHo apmusi CeBepHOM TPAaHUILIBI ChITpajia IIaBHYIO POJIb B pa3rpOMe XYCIEB U YCTAaHOBIIEHUU
mupa. Temeps, Korga apMus KHs3g UkKao HapyIIusiia coryalienye, congaTthl CeBepHOU IPaHuIlH,
naxe 0e3 mofcka3Ky KHsA3s LI31Hb, HapaBUIX CBOU KOIIbS Ha KHA3S YkKao.

VimnepaTop CroaHb He COTIaCUICA U YIIET B IPOCTU. BCKope, Kak u npencka3wiBan Bau LIsHBX),
OOKIaabl reHepanoB CeBepHOM IPaHUITH 3alI0IHUIN 3al [IBopia YxkaoBa.

Apwmus CeBepHOU I'paHUIIb], YCTaBIIas IOCIe MeCsIleB IT0X0A0B, HaKOHeIl TOTOBUIaCh BEPHYThCS
IOMOM, HO U3-3a CaMOBOJIbHBIX IE€MCTBUM KHA35 YKa0 UM IPUIIIOCH OCTAThCS 3[ECh U CTpajaTh. Bee
COJIHATH ObIIM HEMOBOIBbHEI, a KHA3b LI3uHb 3a0071el1, 1 HeKoMY OBIJIO 3a HUX 3aCTYIUThCS. [I0aTOMY
OHMU LIeJIBIMU OHSAMU OYHTOBaIM B CTONIMYHON 06JIaCTH.

Yepes HECKONBKO gHel uMmnepaTop CioaHb, He BEIAEPXKAB [aBlIeHUs, U3[all yKa3 0 CTPOroM
HaKal3aHuu KHA35 Yxkao. C Tex mop CTOMUYHEIN jTarephb 00Jblle HE HaXOMUIICS IIOMl KOHTPOJIEM
HWMnepaTopckoro gaopa.

B ueTBepTOM Mecsiie cegbMOTro roga sphl FOHX3 KHA3b 1[31Hb, IPOSBUB repou3M, OTOMI aTaKy XyClLieB
¥ YKPEenuJs MpecTuxk crpansl. MMnepaTop CoaHb U3[an yKa3 0 MpUCBoeHuu KH310 KO0 3BaHUS
BEJIMKOr0 TeHepasa. Benukui reHepas, yIpaBiagolliil BCEMU BOMCKaMyU CTPaHbl, Kapaloluii
HEIIOKOPHBIX KHSI3€EH.

Ha ctynensix TponsHoro 3ana Lluas FO# cTOsAN ¢ moOYTeHUEM, IPHHUMAS IeYaTh U3 PYK UMIIepaTopa
CroaHbp ¥ TOgHUMas €€ Haf rojoBoil. BHU3y, Ha mmaTdopMe, BCe YNHOBHUKHU TTOKJIOHUIIKCE,
1037paBsis KHA35 L[3MHb C HOBLHIM 3BaHUEM.

HmmnepaTtop CroaHb CMOTPENT Ha TeX, KTO CKJIOHSJICS IIepel HUM, U B eT0 CepAlle ¥ Ha KOHYHKaX
TaJiblieB OIIyIajcs xoof. Ero B3risAn yman Ha KHS3s4 LI3uHb, ¥ OH 3aMETHJI, YTO TOT TOXKE CMOTPUT
Ha Hero.

Kpusuc MUHOBaAJ, ¥ UMIIEPATOP OCTaBaJICSd UMIIEPATOPOM, a KHs3b L[3uHb — KHs3eM L[3uHb. BopbOa
Ka3asachk BeuHou. Llunpb O BHyTpeHHe ycMexHyIcs. Ha caMoM fienie HUKTO He ObLI 0COOEHHEBIM,
IIPOCTO OHM KUK O0psOOM. Kak TOMhKO TH BCTyIAJ Ha 3TOT MyTh, ¥ TeOs He 0CTaBanoCh BEIOOPaA, U
THI IOJIKEeH ObUT UATH 0 KOHIIA, T0Ka He YMPEIIb.

TiopsMa BepxoBHOro cyza.

B BOCTOYHOM KpHITIE TIOPBMEI COofepkKanach ToJIbKO cembs [y LluHa. Lluap FO# OTKpELI IBEPh KaMephl
M BOILEJ BHYTPh. TIopbMa Obllla TEMHOU U CHIPOY, C 3amaxoM IeceHu. Lluue KU cierka KaunsgHynl u
HaIlpaBUJICS BIITyOb.

Oy LIuH HaxomuIICS B caMoi manmbHeH Kamepe. [laxke 30eck, rae 00JIblile HUKOro He OBIIO, KakK
BAXKHOT'O IIPECTYIMHUKA eT0 IIOMECTUIIH B caMoe T1y6okoe MecTo. OH, KaK ¥ BCE BaXKHEIE
IPECTYITHUKY, He TIOOBEPrasiCs XKeCcTOKOMY 00palieHuIo, CUIs Ha NePeBSIHHON KPOBATH C
0e3MATEKHEIM BhHIpaKeHHEM JIMIIA.

— Mapku3s YwaHs, aBHO He BUpenuch, — Lluap FOi CTOsA, CJI0XKUB PYKHU 3a CIIMHOM.
Xa-xa... — [y LluH B3TJIHYJI Ha HEr0 ¥ HaCMeIIUBO CKa3al:
— KH$3b, ¥ BBl HE U3MEHUIIUCE.

B kamepe napumna tumuHa. Lluub FO#t Momda cMoTpen Ha Hero, a [y LluH cTosin 3a pemeTKon, ero
MYTHEIE TJ1a3a IOJIHL CapKa3Ma, a yiIbl0Ka Ha rybax Oblyia IoJTHa HaCMellek.



YT0-TO BHYTPU HETO Pa30pBasioCh, IOCTEIIEHHO 3al0JIHAS BCIO TPyab. HOTTM BOIUIKCE B TafOHU, U
Luup KO# moHs, 4To 3TO OBINIa TPOCTh. OKA3kIBAETCS, OH TaK 3071,

Korma oH y3Has IpaBmay, OH Ok ciokoeH. OH UCIIOTb30Bal 9Ty WHGOPMAIUI0, YTOOH CIIaCTH
cronuny. Korpma o otnpasmsn [y CioaTaHa, OH TOXke ObIJT CIIOKOEH, YTOOB HUKTO HE 3aMETHII
nogBoxa. [laxe Korpa oH CTONMKHYICS ¢ [ly Cl03TaHOM JIMIIOM K JIMITY, OH OCTABaJICS XJIafHOKPOBHEIM.

[Toctemenno Lunap KOt Hayanm gyMaTh, 4YTO, BO3MOXKHO, OH ¥ He TaK CHJIBHO JTI00UII, a 3HAYHUT, U He
TaK CUJIbHO 37uiicsa. Ho ceruac, rnspgsa Ha TOp&KeCTBo B ry1a3ax [y LluHa, OH MOHSJ, KaK CUIIBHO
HEeHaBUOUT.

HeHaBuguT mo 3y00BHOT'O0 CKpexkeTa, HEHAaBUOUT A0 I'IyOUHBI AyIIu!

Momnomnoit Mapku3 My Toxe OBIT JTI0XKbI0, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB IIECTOM KHSI3b OB JIUIIL €70 IIHPMOH.
Ho Iy Croatan 6bu1 gpyruM. OH TIIATEIbHO IJIAHUPOBAJ, MaCTEPCKHU IIJIeN IIayTHHY, [T0Ka He
3aTSIHYII €T0 B HeeE.

C camoro Hayasna oH Ob1 UTpyIKo# B pykax [y Lluna. CMepTs? ITO crnuikoM mpocTo. Lluup O
cMmotpen Ha [y llunHa, moHMMas, 4TO HUKAKOe HaKa3aHue He CMOXKeT YTOJIUThL ero HeHaBucTh. OH
BIPYT 0TKA3aJICA OT BOIPOCOB K [y Lluny.

— Iy LluH, s Gornblile HUUETo He X04y CIIpallnBaTh, — X0J0AHO cKalas Luuap FOi. — Tl mpocTo &Koy,
JKU3HDb CTaHeT s TeOs aoM.

Xa-xa... Xa-xa-xa...

Oy LluH cMoTpen Ha KHA3s L[31Hb, ero JUI0 3aCThIJI0, MOPIIMHE], Ka3aioch, ObUIM BEIPE3aHE Ha €ro
JIAIe.

— KH#3b, THl TaK HEHABUIUIIID, IIOTOMY 4YTO ThHI HCKPEHHE TIO0HL.

Llunb FOi B3OPOTHYI BCEM TEJI0M, OCTAaHOBHUIICS U 00EPHYIICS, TSI Ha HETO C SPOCThIO, Kak
Pa3bsIPEHHEIN JIEB.

Oy Llun 3acMmesiics emé 6oee 6€3yMHO U TOPKECTBYIOIIE.

— Kusa3p LI3uHb, TH BCECHJIEH, HO YTO Thl MOXKeIlb COelaTh? Thl BCE PaBHO IOMall B MOX ceTH. Kak
MOU CBIH CPaBHUTCS C MOJIOABIM MapKu3oM My?

Hunsp FO# moYyBCTBOBaJ, KakK 4YTO-TO 3aCTPSJIO YV HETO B TPYAY, HE faBasi TOBOPUTH U ABUraThCsA. OH
CKaJl JIafioHH, ITBITasiCh 60/IbI0 BEPHYTh ce0e SCHOCTh MBICIIH, YTOOBI HEe BHITJISAETh TAKUM JKaATKUM.
Ho ero nuiio craHoBHUIOCH BCE GiefilHee, YTO TOJIBKO yCUIMBaso TopxkecTBo [y IluHa.

— Moii cbiH OBITT KpacuB, He Tak nu? HacTONMbKO, YTO MOT pacTporaTh flaxke BCEMOTYIIEro KH35
LI3unb, pacTporath fo Toro... — [y LIuH cuenan mar BIepEeN, ¥ Ha ero Julle MosBUiIach 37100Has
ynbiOKa. — YTO KHS3b, PUCKYS CBOEU pelyTalieid, BCE e PeIInsl CIIacTH ero.

— Oy LuH...

— Kusa3s! — [y llun nepebun ero. — 2Kajb, 4T0 TBOS UCKPEHHOCTH Obl/Ia paCTONTaHa, fake eCJIH Th
— KH3b 1I31Hb.

CrenaB HECKONBKO IITy0OKMUX BIOX0B, LIuHb 0¥ MeqeHHO, 0UeHb Me[IJIEeHHO IIOBEPHYJICS U IOMIEN K
BBIXOMY, 605Ch, YTO, €CJIM TMOUOET CIUIIKOM OBICTPO, €T0 IIary CTAHYT HEYBEPeHHBIMHU, U OH OyneT



BHITTISIOETH emé Oonee xKankuM. Cmex [y LInHa sxoMm pa3Hocuics no kamepe. Lluue FO# ctaparncs
mepKaThCs MPSIMO, HO BCE 3Ke CJIerka MOIIAaTHIBAJICS, YTO [Ie/Iajo ero emé 0ojee KalKuM.

CKpI/Il'I ,]:[Bepb KaMephI OTKPEIJIACh, 1 b KO BhHIIIET Ha COTHEYHBIM CBET, 03UPadACh BOKPYT, IIOKa
TEeIIJI0O He OKYTaJIO €eT0 TeJIO, 1 OH He IIOYYBCTBOBAJI IIPUJIUB CHUII.

— Ku4a3p, — 0CTOpOXKHO pou3Hec Ban MoaH.

— 4 xouy Bumets [y UxkyHa, — Lluns FOu cenl B [I0BO3KY, €r0 JIUI0 CHOBA CTAJI0 CIIOKOWHEIM, U OH
MeJIbKOM B3IIAHYI Ha Ban MaHa. — HemeqnneHHoO.

— Crnymarocs.

B 3apgHeM cany pe3uneHunu Kug3s LI3uns Lune KO cunen B 6ecenke, ¥ BcKope Ban MaH npuBen
ynpasisomero [y YxkyHa.

— YXOJZ[I/I, g X049y ITOTOBOPHUTE C 3TUM YIIPABIIAIOIINM HaC€JUHE.

Iy UKyH CTOSJI Ha KOJIEHAX, CJIbIIIA, Kak maru Ban MaHa ypangoTca. Ero Teno gpoxaro, oH
CMOTpeJ Ha KaMeHHBIH 110J1 Tiepef co00i, YyBCTBYS XOJIOOHBIN B3TTIAL KHA34 LI31Hb, HapaBleHHEII
Ha Hero.

— Iy CioataH... — Lunp O coenan nay3y. — KakuM oH ObLT 4eJI0BEKOM?

— OH... — Jly UXyH Ha MTHOBEHHE 3allHYJICs, He 3Has, YTO CKa3aTh. XOJIOAHBIN B3ra KHA3S LI3uHb
3aCTaBUJI €r0 COOPOTHYTHLCS, ¥ OH, IIOAyMaB, OTBETUIL:

— OH... KH43b ObIT 04EHb TEPIETIUB.
— Kak tepnenus?

— TpeTuit KHSI3b He OBIJT CHIHOM JKEHEI MapKKU3a, ¥ He OBIJT CHIHOM HaJIOXKHUIIEL. OH OBII CBIHOM
JKEHITMHE U3 My0IuyHoro noMa. 2KeHa Bcerga He ymo0uma KHsS3s, U C IeTCTBA... — OH Kojebascs, HO
PeLIn TOBOPUTE IIpaBay. — M3meBanach Hafi HUM.

— XM, — lune FO# ycTpeMun B3risg Boasib, He IPOU3HOCS HU CIIOBa.

— Ho XoTs B moMe ¢ HUM IIJ10X0 00palaanuch, OH BCETOa HaXOMUJI CHJIBI BEIKUTL. Bo BTOPOI TofI 9phI
FOnx3, Korga MapKu3 C CEMbEH OTIIPABUIICS B 3aTOPOMHYIO Ycafb0y, 4TOOH 136exkKaTh XKaphl,
CTapIIM ¥ BTOPOM KHSI3bsT OPOCUIIM €T0 B TTTyXKe TOPH. Bce mymanu, 94To OH He BEIKUBET, HO OH CaM
BEPHYJICS, XOTs OB Ha T'PaHu CMepTH. [Tociie 9TOro... MapKu3 OTIPABUII €0 3a IIPeebl CTOTHITH.

— Iy Llun 11eHun ero ynpsiMcTBO M CTOMKOCTb, — CcKala Lluus 101,

— Ia, — Oy YKyH KHBHYJ, HEMHOT'O paccinabuBimuch. — HUKTO He IIpH3HABAJl €T0 CTaTyca, I03TOMY
MapKu3 [opyd4as eMy fesa, KOTopble Helb3s OblsI0 00CyKaTh OTKPHITO. ECu 4T0-TO L0 HE TaK,
KH$13b OBbIJT KO3JI0M OTIyIIEeHUS. [IOCKONBKY ero HUKTO He 3HaJjl, er0 MOXKHO ObIJIO OTIIPABUTH K BaM,
KHS3b.

— OH... yuumncs?

— 2KeHa He M03BOJILNA, HO OCIIe OTIIPAaBKH 3a IIpeaeyibl CTOJIMIEL MaPKU3 HaIIEe YUUTEed oiad
KHsI35. KHsI3b OBIJT 0Y4eHb YMHBIM U YCEPOHBIM, HO BCKOPE MAPKH3 CHOBA 3aIIPETUJI eMYy YUUTLCA.



®uryphl Ha JOCKE HOKHEL OBITH ITOJIE3HEI, 3aYEM TPATUTh Ha HuX Oonbiie yeunui? Lunp HOn
YCMEXHYJICSI, CTlerKa HaKJIOHUJICA U IPUCTaJIbHO TOCMOTpeT B rina3a [y YxyHa.

— Yto [y llus moobeman eMy, 4TOOBI OH OCTaBaJICS PAOOM CO MHOM?

— Mapku3 noo0elnan, YTo [OC/Ie BEIIOHEHUS 3afa4dyl OTIIYCTUT €To.

— CBo6ony? — Lluns FO#t ycMmexuyncs. — [y LluH meicTBUTEIBHO TaK IJIaHAPOBA?
Iy YKyH nmokayaJs r0OJI0BOU U OTBETUIL:

— Ilocne BBITONIHEHUS 3afjadyy MapKu3 yous Obl ero.

— Ho Bam TpeTtut KHs3b JoTafajcs 00 3TOM, IO3TOMY Ha rope TSHBIYH OH TUYHO ITOBEJT JIIOHEH. .
4yTOOBI YOUTH MEHS, IBITAasICh COEXKATh.

— Ja.

T'omoc KHA3s L[3uHb n3MeHuncs, u [y YKyH, CTOS Ha KOJIEHSIX, CHOBa IIOYYBCTBOBAJI TOT JIEEHSIINN
CTpax, KOTOPHIN 3aCTABJISI €T0 JAPOKATh.

— Iy UxyH, 5 3amaM Tebe mocnequuit Bonpoc, — Llunp FOit BCTa nepen HUM, TJISIOs CBepPXy BHU3. —
[Tokymenue Ha rope TaHBIYH — 3T0 ObUI0 IpuHyXKnaeHue [y [luHa, umu ero coGCTBEHHOE pelleHue?

— Ilnan Ha rope TAHBIYH OBUT IPUAYMAH MapKu3oM, HO... — Ty6el [y UxkyHa gporuynu. — KHs3b
caM BEI3BAJICS BO3TJIaBUTHL HallafleHue... Ha BacC, KHA3E.

Xa-xa... — Lunp KO# ycMexHyJICs, clleTKa MOIIeBesUB MalbllaMy, U CKa3an [y YxKyHy:
— ¢ MOBOJIEH M PEInIT HarPaguTh Tebs.

— Bnaronapfo, KHA351, — He YCIIEB IIOOHSATH T'OJIOBY, ,]:[y T'I}Ky'H IIOYYBCTBOBAII 00J1b B Tpynou, u €ro C
CHUJIOH TOJIKHYJIX B 03€PO0, I'le OH Hadall 6aanTaTBC7{. — Cnacure... cracure!

— Ilomoxnowu, s ceityac Haumy KOTO-HUOYOb, 4YTOOH cracTu Te6st, — Lluap O mompaBuil CBOIO OfleXKAY
U He CIIellla yaaIuiics.

Kusa3sp Li3usb OelCTBUTEIIHLHO HaIIEe CTPaXKHHUKOB, KOTOPEIE€ BEITAIIIUIINA ﬂy q}KYHa, Korga ToT OBLT Ha
I'DaHU CMEPTH, a4 3aTEM CHOBa GPOCI/IHI/I €ro B BOOYy, YyTOOBI CHOBA BBHITAIIIUTH.

Bo mBope Llunb KO nexan B Kpecye, TIsias Ha He0o, YEPHOe, KakK IIETK, YCHIIAaHHOe 3BE3IaMHu.
JIérkuit BeTepoK, Ka3auaoch, CJIerKa KOJIbIXasl ero. 3aBTpa OymeT IpeKpacHbI TeHb.

— Kus3p, — Bomeén Cso Oy-113u1. — OH yMep.
— Taxk OrICTPO?

— ...[1a, — Cs10 ®y-U3HI CTIIOTHYJ U IOYTUTEIBHO OTBETHUIL.
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