— Hy, xBaTuT! — BHOBCTBYyIOIIas UMIIEpaTPUIla MpPepBaia CIOBECHYIO IIepemanKy Mexay OpaTbsaMu.
— Ecnu 6paTths He B 1afiaX, B CEMbe He OyET IMOKOs, a eCJIU BH HE B JlafiaX, TO ¥ B TOCYHApPCTBE He
OymeT mupa. HoBBIM ol yKe Ha IIOPOTe, ¥ 3HATh, U MMPOCTOM HAPOJ HaMleI0TCS Ha CIIOKOWCTBHE. UYTO
KacaeTcss 6aHOUTOB ¥ CMEHHI TaPHU30HOB, BbI 00a OMKHHI IIOCKOPee yIIafuTh 9TH [iea.

— Martymka npaBa, — cMupeHHo oTBeTul Llunap 0. — Ho 5 BCE 3Ke 6eCIIOKOI0Ch HACUET KHA3S Y.
HmnepaTop CioaHb, He TJIAAS HU Ha KOT'0, HAKOHEI ITPOU3HEC:

— HeﬁCTBHTeHBHO, MAaTYIIKa, BEI ITPABHIL. baumuTe MOTYT IIOOOXKOATh, a KHSA3b y, OyMalo, He CTaHeT
nIpeanpuHUMaTh HU4YEero HeoXKugaHHOoTO.

— B TakoMm cny4ae st HamuImy mucbMo reHepany CyHy, 4TOOB yTOBOPUTH €TO.

BooBcTByOIas umepaTpuiia, HaKOHeIl, YCIIOKOUIIach W, TIOCMOTPEB Ha KHA34 L[3uHb, CKa3ana:
— Cnrlimana, 94To TH B 3amafiHOM ITapkKe 0ToOpast 4To-TO ¥ CBOET0 CTapIlero Opara.
[IpecTtynneHue, KOTOpoe OHa OMKcana Kak HeuYTO He3HaYUTEeJIbHOE.

— Bare BennyecTBo, s1 BUHOBAT, IPOILY HaKa3aHus, — CMUPeHHO oTBeTu1 Llunas HOu.

— HMMnepaTop CHUCXOOUTEJIeH K Te0e ¥ He CTaHeT TeOs HaKa3bklBaTh, HO CTOJILKO MIPUIBOPHEIX OBIIIO
CBUMIETEJISIMH TBOETO ITOCTYIKA. DTO ObIJIO KpaliHe HePUIMYHO U BHI3BAJI0 HAaCMeNIKK. B Haka3aHue
THI OyIeTh HAXOMUTHLCS IO JOMAIIHUM apeCTOM B CBOEH PE3UMEHITNH [0 TeX I0p, II0Ka He
UCIPaBHUIIbCS. f oTmpaBiio apMuio O9HIUHE OXPAHSITH TBOU OBOPEL], TaK YTO HE B3AyMal IMBITAThCS
cOexaTh.

— Crnymarocs.

Apmus O3HNIMHD ObUTa TUYHOM T'BapAuell BOOBCTBYIOLIeN UMIIepaTpulibl. E€ cloBa He TONIBKO
YCIIOKOMJIM TPUOBOPHEIE CINIETHU U HEJOBOJIBCTBO uMmneparopa CioaHs, HO 1 06eCeyuiu
6e3onacHocTh Llunp HOs. TToka apmust ®9HIMHD OXpaHsia Pe3UOEHIUI0 KH35 [[3uHb, UMIIEPATOP
CroaHb He MOT IIpUKa3aTh BOUTHU B HEE, He PUCKYS IIPOCIIBITh HEIIOUTUTENILHBIM CHIHOM.

Y BopoT mgBopua [{uub FO# cen B MOBO3KY, IIOYYBCTBOBAB 00JIETYEHUE TOCTIE TIEPEKUTOTO
HampsikeHus. Ero HepBH, OOJIT0e BpeMsi HaXOMUBIIHECS Ha Ipefeie, HAaKOHEIl PacCIaOuIuch, ¥ OH
TI0YYBCTBOBAJT HEBEPOSITHYIO YCTAIOCTb.

B pe3supenuuu Kkua34 LI3uHb, 0TAaB yKa3aHusa Yxao Yxkununy, Lluas FOu HanpaBuics K CBOen
KOMHaTe. YcbiaBs, Kak Cs0 Oy-1[3b BIIOJIT0I0CA YTO-TO TOBOPUT, OH OCTAHOBUJICS Y OBEPH.

— Ox, momnogou rocriopus Croo3, BctaBauTe yxKe! KHS3b yIIeén gaBHO, MOXeT, y&Ke BEpHYJCS. Brl
3a0bUIH, KaK B IIPOIIIEIM Pa3, KOTHa Bl Tak JXe AYJIUCh Ha HEro, OH Pa303/IUJICS, a CTpafalu OT 3TOTO
BBEL CAMU.

Huns KO HaxMypuics 3a ABephio. Temeps NOHATHO, ToueMy Cs0 Oy-113bl He BCTpeTun ero. OH
BOILIEJI B KOMHATY, U CJIyra TYT ke 3aMoJjidas, OBICTPO yAaIuBIINCE.

Momnopou rocriopud Cr05 CTOSITT Ha KOJIEHSX Ha oy, oTBoAs B3risad. Lluae FOu mokadan ronosou. OH
YIIET YTPOM, a ceiuac yxKe nongeHb. 3HauuT, Ci05 TaH NPOCTOsI Ha KOJIEHSX 1IeJIoe YTPO.

— 91 Xe He mpuUKa3kBaa Te0e CTOSITh Ha KOJIEHSIX. 3a4eM ThI 9TO [eJlaellb?



— KH$13b He TPOTOHUT MeHS? — C BbI30BOM crpocun Cio3 TaH, gepxka CIUHY IPSIMO.
Kto roBopui o ToM, uToOw! Tebs mporousTh! Iluus KOt ¢ mocamoi MOCMOTPEN Ha HETO:
— TelI Ke yrpoxkasl MOKOHYUTh C CO00M, KakK s MOTy Tebsi IpOTHATh?

— 4 He yrpozxKai, 3T0 KHS3b CaM CKa3aJl, YTo He...

— Jla-ma, 3TO 5 HAPYIIWI CBOE CIIOBO, n1agHo? Momopou rocroau Cio9, He yIOCTOUTE JIU B MEHS
yecTH BcTaTh? — LluHb KOU, BUOS, UTO OH IPOMOIIKAET BOPYaTh, IIOCIIEIINI IIPEPBATh €TO0.

C1o03 TaH mocMoTpes Ha KH3s CBOMMU KPACHUBLIMU TJla3aMu, YOeIUBIIKCH, YTO TOT He IIyTHT, H,
HEMHOT'0 TTIOAyMaB, TIOTHSJICS.

— OcTtopoxno, — luab KO mogxBaTHUII €ro.

Mornogou roCrogrH CTOSJ Ha KOJIeHIX TaK JOJIro, YTO ero HOTU OHEMEITH.
— Bnaropapio kua3s51, — C103 TaH cnerka mokKpacHer.

Kus3p L[3uHb MBICTIEHHO 3aKaTHJI I'Jla3a ¥ yCaful ero Ha KYIIeTKY:

— Maro KTO MOXKeT yCTOSITh IIepefl MOMMH CJIOBaMU, HO ThI OOWH U3 TAaKUX. ITO, MOKHO CKa3aTh,
noctuxenue. Csso Oy-13kl, TO30BU Bpava.

Bpau, ocmoTtpes koneHu Cio3 TaHa, CMYLIIEHHO TOCMOTPENT Ha KH3s1 LI3WHB, YTO BRI3BAJIO Y TOTO
HelloyMeHUe.

— C monopsM rocioguHoM C103 BCE B opsiake. Hy>KHO Hal0XUTh Ma3b U IaTh OTHOXHYTh. [IoKa 4TO
IIyCTh HE XOMHUT.

— Xopouro, — kuBHy Luns .

Bpay moKJIOHUIICS U BHIIIEN, HO, Ka3aloCh, XOTEJT YTO-TO fo0aBuTh. Csio Oy-1135l, 3aMETHUB 3TO,
TIOCTIEIITUII BEITPOBOOUTE €TO0.

Moropmoy roCIiofuH CHfeNl HanpoTuBs, xMypsck. Llunb IO, rIsas Ha Hero, ¢ yCMeIlIKOu CKa3all:
— Temneps nousn, 4yTo 605bHO? TH BCcerfa Tak 6e3paccyneH. He 3Hai0, YMHBIN THl UM TITYTIBIN.
—4q...

— Jlagao, — Luus FOit mpepBan ero. — EcCiu TH CMOT IPOCTOSTh Ha KOJIEHSX MOJIMHS, TO ¥ CUIETh
CIIOKOMHO [y Te0st He mpoOneMa. He 1myMu, s X04y OTOOXHYTb.

OH OBITT y2Ke 04eHb ycTaBUIUM. Ecu GBI KTO-TO OPYroit Tak ce0st BEJ, OH OBl BeJleNl BHIBECTH €0 U He
cras 0wl oOpalath BHUMaHUs. JI€xka Ha KymeTke, Lluab FO# 3aKphii I7la3a ¥ MTHOBEHHO YCHYII.

Kus3b LI3uHb CcIan CIIoKOWHO, IT0Ka He IIPOCHYJICS TIy00KoM HOYbI0. [loTHpast riasa, OH Cel u
yBUZEI, UTO 3a OKHOM TEMHO, a B KOMHATe 3aXKIJIA CBET, U €r0 YKPBIIA OfesIJIOM.

— 4 6osincs, 4TO KHA310 OyOeT XOJIONHO, U MONPOCUI eBHyxa Oy YKPHITL Bac. BH XKe CKa3anu MHE He
nuratbcsi, — C109 TaH, BUIsA, UTO KHI3b CHOBA XMYPHUTCS, IIOCIIENINI JOOABUTb.



Hunp KO ycmexHyIcst, COPOCUIT Ofesisio ¥ BCTA:

— Ha sTort pa3 18 nocnywmHsi. Kak soru?

— Bcé B mopsimke. KHsI3b, BB TOIOAHBEI? — CIIPOCHII MOJIOZIOM TOCIIOAMH.

— HewmHoro.

Cro3 TaH TyT XKe BCTa:

— 4 no30By eBHyxa @y, 4TOOLI OH MPUTOTOBUII Y2KUH, — CKa3aJl OH U BHIIIE].
Luus HOu, rnsiga Ha ero ObICTPEHIE IIATH, TOAyMaJl, YTO TOT OBICTPO CKPHBIICS.
3a yxuHoM Csio Oy-11351, HaOMI0#as 3a TeM, KakK KHA3b €CT, CIIPOCHII:

— KHs3B, yTpOM BHOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIEpaTpUlla n3haja yka3, 1 apMus O3HIMHL OKpYyXKUIa
pe3unenuio. Hy>kHO ¥ cKa3aTh cliyraM, YTOObl OHYM He BRIXOOUIM 0€3 HYXK/IbI?

— JloMaIIHu# apecT KacaeTCs TOIbKO MEHS, OCTaIbHBIE MOTYT MPUXOOUTD U YXOAUTh, KaK 00BIYHO.
Ho mycTh He CIIMIIKOM BHIIENSIOTCS, YTOOHI 9TO BHITJISIAENIO TPaBHoOIom00HO.

Csio ®y-u3wl KuBHYI ¥ BrimIen. Cio3 Tar nocMotpen Ha Luss F0g u cipocun:
— BroscTByOLag nMIepaTpulia OKpyxKuila pe3ueHIn0?

Llunp IO# mocMoTpen Ha HET0, BCIOMHUB, YTO TOT BECh IeHb IIPOBEN B KOMHATE U HUYETro He 3HaJl, U
C YCMEILIKOM CKa3al:

— YrTo0, XKaseemp, YTO YTPOM He COTJIaCHUIICI Ha MOE IpenioxeHue? Teneps He BEIUTH.

— KHs3b Ke cKasaJl, YTO Bce, KpOMe Bac, MOT'YT IIPUXOAUTH U YXOOuTh, — Ci09 TaH OmmyCTHII I'/1a3a,
YCTaBUBILIKCH Ha TAPEJIKY.

— THI TOXe He MOXKelllb, — IPSIMO CKa3an Lluas H0u.

Mornopo#i roCIOAH MOAHSN T1a3a, B KOTOPHIX YUTAIUCh U HeIOYMeHUe, U HeJoBOIbCTBO. Llunp HOi
YCMEXHYJICS U, TOCTy4aB II0 CTOJIY, IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HeTo:

— Ecnu 51 He Mory BBIUTH, 3aueM Tebe 3T0? Eciu TH BrIiiges 6e3 paspenienusi, 3To 6ymeT
HapylleHNeM MOETO0 IIPUKa3a, ¥ TOTfIa 5 BeJII0 CTpazkaM IIPUTBOPUTECS, YTO He 3HaT Tebs. U aTo
yXke He OyfeT HapylIeHHNEM MOETO CJIOBa.

Mosofo# rOCIIO¥MH YTO-TO IpobopMoTas cebe mom Hoc, HO LluHb FO¥ He pacCikIIan 1 He CTal
YTOUHSITE.

[Tocne yxuna Lunab O momomién K okHy, coOupasich mo3BaTh UYxkao UYxkunuHa, 4ToOb 00CYyOUTH
TeKyIlue fella, HO, ITOfIyMaB, YTO TOT TOXKEe YCTaJl 3a ITOC/IeqHNe OHU, PEIIul He 6ECIIOKOUTE ero.

— KHus3b, BeI mongéTe B KabuHeT? — Cio9 TaH, CTOS 1o3aau Hero, ¢ TETKUM 6eCIIOKOMCTBOM CIIPOCHIT.
— A THI X04ellb, YTOOH! 5 MOMIEN uu He nowmen? — [{unb FO#t 06epHyICS K HEMY C YIIBIOKOM.

Moromoy roCIiofuH OIyCTHII IJla3a U CIIOKOWHO CKa3al:



— f pocTo crpocurt.

Luwub KO# Tuxo 3acMmessicsi. MoxkeT OBITh, M3-3a TOT0, YTO OH IIEPERUIT «II0CJIe KaTaCTPOGhI», UITH
IIOTOMY, YTO ITOHSIJI YTO-TO, HO OH 0OJIbIIIe He YYBCTBOBAJI TOM MIPeXKHEH mevau.

[TosepryBuucy, Lluns KO HanpaBUics B ClalbHIO:

— He moiiny. 4 e mop foOMaIllHUM apeCcTOM, TakK YTO He CTOUT CIIeIIXUTh. A YTO KacaeTcs TeOs... 1 He
3Halo, YTO fesaTh. ECIM He X04ellb... MOXKeIlb YATH.

B cnanpue Luns FOit n€r Ha KpoBaTh, IOJI0KUB PYKY Ha I'71a3a, 4ToObl 3aKPHITh CBET. Eciiu Monomoi
TOCIIOIMH He BOMMET Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMsi, OH IOTACUT CBET U YCHET.

Opesino cnerka IeBeabHYN0Ch. LluHb FOi OTKpEUI rN1a3a u yBupes, 4yTo Cos TaH, B3TJIsIHYB Ha HETO,
OBICTPO OTBEPHYJICS U 3a/ie3 O[T ofesiyio. Ha 3TOT pa3 OH He OCTaBUJI eMy 3aThUIOK. LiuHe FO1
YCMEXHYJICS, HO B AyIie ObIIO CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO.

OH yxKe cobuparicst moracuTth cBeT, Kak Ciod TaH, K ero yIuBIEHUIO, IOBEPHYJICS K HEMY JIUIIOM.
Hune KOi mornagun ero Io rojioBe U ¢ HeXKHOCThIO CKa3all:

— Ycran? Cou.

C1o3 TaH He CMOTpeJ Ha HEero, yCTaBUBILIUCH B ITOAYIIKY:

— [IHEM 5 cupmen ¥ HEMHOTO ITOCIIall, TaK YTO He 0YeHb X04y CIIaTh.
He Ttakou yx u nocnymusii! Luas O coepKaHHO YCMEXHYJICS.
C1o3 TaH, rasgas Ha ero yieOKy, CIIPOCHIT:

— KHs3b, BaM CHUJICS 51?

Luub KO# paccMmesiicst, BCIOMHUB, KaK OOHAXK/IH mepemnyTas ero ¢ KOub. Moomoi rocrnogus,
Ka3aJIoCh, He XK[Iajl OTBeTa U MPOMOIKHUII:

— A MHe CHUJIUCDH BHL.
— OT0 OBITIO B TOT [€Hb, KOorma Tebe CHUIICS Kommap? — BcroMuun Luus 0.

Croo Tan MraoBerHo nobnegHen. [uub FO# OHAMI, YTO ONSTH CKa3ajl YTO-TO He TO, U, IIOTaCuB CBET,
MOTSIHYJI OfEsIo, yTellas ero:

— MHe He cnefioBasnio 00 3ToM roBopuTh. He mymait 06 aTOM, CIIu.

KoMHaTa norpysunack B TeMHOTY. LluHb KOl BCE elé cMOTpe B IIOTOJIOK, He YyBCTBYS COHJIMBOCTH.
OH caM He 3HaJ, nodyemy. Bapyr Cio3 TaH IOBEpPHYJICS U MPUXKAJICI K HEMY, KPETIKO 00HSB.

— KH$35.

Moromo¥ roCIIOOWH MPOU3HEC TOIBKO [ABa ciioBa. Llwuab FOi 00HSI €ro 3a Taluioo, YyBCTBYS, KaK ero
TEJIO CJIerKa HarpeJiock, a ero co0CcTBeHHOe cepplle 3abuinock 6uicTpee. OH YIBIOHYIICS.

C1o3 TaH cHOBa BET cebs Kak npexpe. Kusa3p L[3uHb yIUBIAICS, IOUEMY, HO, IIOCKOJIBKY BCE OBITIO
CIIOKOWHO, OH HE CTaJl 3afaBaTh JIUIIHUX BOIIPOCOB. BApPYT M0OJI00# rOCIIONWH CHOBA BCIIOMHUT



IIpo1iioe u paCCTpOI/ITCH!

Kus3p LI3uHb nogymar, 94To, BO3MOXKHO, ero HCKPeHHOCTh TPOHYJIa Hebeca.
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