— Mapku3 YioaHb, BH XOPOIIIO BOCIIUTAIN CBOETO ChIHA, pa3 OH OCMEJIUIICS BTOPTHYTHCS B MOM
narepb u ockopOuTh Ci03 TaHa, — mpou3HEC KHsI3b LlwHb O,

— Bairre BeicouecTBO, MO¥ CHIH BCErfja OTIHYaICS 6IaropasyMueM, HOIKHO GBITE, 9TO
HemopasyMeHue, — oTBeTun [y LIuH, ero TOH GBI YKIOHYUBEIM, HaMeKasi, YTO 9TO KHSIXKECKUH CHIH
caM CIIPOBOIIMPOBAJI CUTYALUIO.

— Ax, Hemopa3syMeHue, — ycMmexHymcs Lluab KO#, X0Ts BHYTPH eTo IepemosHsia SpocTb. — B TakoM
CIyd4ae, ecly s CJTy4aiHO yObi0 BAIIETO ChIHA, 3TO TOXKe OyHeT Heopa3yMeHUEM.

C MeTannmu4yeckuM 3BOHOM Med BaH MaHa BhImen u3 HoxkeH. Jluno [y IluHa mobeneno, 1 oH
IIOCIIEITHO BCTall nepen Ban MsHoM.

— Bamre BricouecTBo, Moii ChIH OBUT HeIIpaB. f IPUHOIY CBOM U3BMHEHU. I[Ipoury Bac, OynbTe
BEJIMKONYIIHEI ¥ OTIIYCTUTE €TO0.

— Ho noctpapan se 5. Ecnu ¢ Cro9 TaHOM HUYETro CEPLE3HOT0, TO IyCTh MapKU3 YI0aHb IPUHECET
U3BUHEHUS EMY.

— Barme BricouecTBo, 51 TOKe Ha3HaYeH CaMUM MUMIIEPATOPOM MapKu3oM YioaHb. Kak s Mory riay0oko
KJIQHSIThCS Iepef IPOCTHIM IHOIIEeH U3 KHIXKEeCKoro moMa? TeMm 60jiee 4TO C 3TUM IOHOIIEH HUYEero
He CJIy4YHJIOCh, @ MOM CHIH JIEXKUT Ha 3eMJie, UCTeKas KpoBbio. [lake ecnu 9T0 moupeT no Ero
BenuuectBa, 51 He 60I0CE.

Xa-xa-xa...

Luns 0¥ ¢ yneiOKoi OMOIIEN K HEMY, BHE3AITHO BEIXBATUJI MeU y CTPaXkKHUKa U Pe3KO B3IMaXHYJ UM.
Oy IuH UHCTUHKTUBHO OTKJIOHUJICS, U €T0 IIy4O0K BOJIOC OBUI Cpe3aH.

— Crapmiii néc, 51 Te0e roBOPIO: TU00 TH ¥ TBOM MEP3KHUU CHIH U3BUHSIeTeCh nepen Cios TanowMm, mubo
s oTpy0Giio Tebe ToyIoBy U caM 00bscHIOCE lepen Ero BenmudecTBoMm.

Meu kHs3s L[3unb nér Ha meto [y [uHa. Ero meka f€pHyIach, 1 HAKOHEI B ero Cepfille TI0CeINIICS
CTpax.

— Moii CBIH 0CKOpPOMII Bac, POy IPOIIeHuUs.

BToporo ceiHa [y MOOHSIM C 3eMJIU CTPaXKy U MOATONKHYIM K OTITy. TOT y2Ke coOuparsncs MOgHSITh
PYKY 11 IPUBETCTBUS, HO KHS3b L[3UHb IIpepBar ero.

— Ha konenu. [y llus emuré Mapku3 YioaHb, a THl KTO TaKOK?

— Oreu...

— Ha xonenu! — ckBo3b 3y6r! npormumnen Iy LuH.

— IIpomy mpolleHus 3a 0ep30CTh, — BTOPOU CHIH [y OMYyCTUIICS Ha KOJIEHU U ITOKJIOHUJIICS.

C1o3 Tan mocMOTpen Ha HUX, 3aTeM [0JIT0 CMOTpPeN Ha KHA34 L[3uHb. [lodyeMy TH He 37UIIbCS Ha
MeHs?

]_[I/IHB HO#1, 3ameTHuB ero HpI/ICTaJ'IBHBIfI B3IJjisAqd, ITOYYBCTBOBAJI ce0s1 BHHOBATHIM rnepen IOHOIIIEH H,
IIPUTBOPUBHIXCE, YTO HE BUOUT €TI0, OTBEJI B3TJIAM.



— MapKI/I3, BEI CJIMIIIKOM CTPOTH. Hy"-II.T.Ie yBeOouTe CBOETro ChlHa U CTPOTO €1r0 BOCIIMTHIBAMTE.

Oy LluH HUYero He cKa3asl, ero U0 ObI0 MpayHEIM. OH CXBaTHUJI ChIHA 3@ PYKY U OBICTPO OKUHYII
Jlarepsk.

Lwnp 0¥ cMOTpen Ha TOPU30HT, He pelasick 00ePHYTHCS U TOCMOTPETD Ha BhipaxkeHnue nuia Cios
Tana. OH He 3HaJI, YTO CKa3aTh, ¥ B KAKOU-TO MOMEHT Ioxasiesl, 4To otnyctun [y lluna. Crnenosasno
yOUTH 9TUX MeP3aBIIEB.

— Bame BricouecTtBo, — C109 TaH HEOXKHUOaHHO OKa3ascd PAnoM. — [laBaliTe BEpHEMCH.
BryTpuy mwatpa

— 9rtoT cTapeiii néc [y Llun, g ero He otmymty. OH ocMmenuncs... — Lluneb KOt 6opMmoTan, cuns Ha
MeCTe, eTo cepplie OBUIO IEPENOIHEHO CTPAHHEIM YYBCTBOM.

Croo TaH monro cMOTpen Ha KHs3s L[3uHb, ero B3risag Obl CTPaHHKIM. HakoHeI[ OH 3ar0BOPHII.

— Takwue Belllxd He CTOSAT Balller0 BHUMAaHUS.

[Touemy? Lunb FOU IOOHSI TOJIOBY ¥ BCTPETHUII B3TJIA[ IOHOLIX. B ero cepplie BOPYT BO3HUK CTpax.
— Cro0...

Lunup KO# cxBatun Cio3 TaHa 3a PyKy, KOT{Ia TOT IIOMIBITAJICS OTCTYNHUTh. FOHOIIIA MOIBITAICS
BBIPBATHLCS, HO He cMor. OH MOOHS I7la3a Ha KHS3s, ¥ B €r0 MPeKPACHBIX IJla3aX MeJIbKHYIIM pa3Hbe
SMOIIMY, HO Cpedu HUX He OBIJIO pamocTH. [laxe Ta TOMUKA MAHWKYM UCYE3JIa.

— Wpu otgeixaTth, — LluHe KO YCIIOKOUIICS U OTIIYCTHII €T0, C JIETKOM YIIbIOKOM mM0OaBHB:
— Tot ycTan 3a meHb. 1 IOCTaBIII0 CTPAXKHUKOB V TBOETO ITaTPa, 00JIbIe HUYETo He CIIyYUTCS.
— C103 TaH OTKITaHWBAETCS, — IOHOIIA U3SIIHO ITOKJIOHUIICS U BHIIIEN.

9tot nocneguuy yaap Oy LluHa oka3ancsa kctatu. OH pa30yaul U MeHs, U ero. ATOT Aypak Obll
IIpasB, S CIIUIIKOM CaMOHafesH. 3a4eM IpomoikaTh 3T0? Korfga 3uMHAS 0X0Ta 3aKOHYUTCS, 5
OTIIPABJII0 €T0 C IIOYETOM.

Huup KO# mexan B maTpe, BCIIOMHHAA, KaK C1oo TaH 00HSII ero u CKa3adJl, 4TO HEe MOXKET IIOKHHYTh
KHAXKECKYIO PE3NTEHITNIO.

B nocnenHwuit meHb 3UMHEN 0XOTH BCe YNHOBHUKM BMecTe ¢ CeiHOM He0a OTIIPaBUIIHCh Ha OXOTY.
Korpga Luus FO# Bomeén B matep uMmnepaTopa CloaHb, TOT yKe KOall ero.

— IIpuBetcTBylo Bate BenruecTso.

— IllecToi GpaT, He 1epeMOoHbCs. [TlaBHO MBI ¢ TOOOM He OecemoBaiu. CerofgHs Kak pa3 eCTh BpeMs,
IIOTOMY 51 ¥ TT03Bas Tebsi, — yIBIOHYICS uMIepaTop CloaHb.

Huns FOu mogHsm ri1a3a Ha uMIeparopa. — [IeldCTBUTENbHO, aBHO.
— B aTOoM ropy Ha 3UMHEN 0XOTe THl OKa3aJICs CaMbIM YOauIuBLIM. UeM g Mory TeOsl HarpafuTh?

— Bce ocTtanbHBIE IIPOCTO YCTYIIUIIN MHE. MHe CTHIOHO, S HE 3aCITy2KHBaAl0 Harpaakel.



Takue GopMaTbHOCTH ObIIM MPUBBIYHEL Iyt HUX 00oux. Iluab FO# moHWMA, 4YTO UMIIEPaTop He CTall
OBI 3BaTh €T0 IIPOCTO TaK.

— Cnmlimnan, Ha gHAX ¥ TeOsd ObUT KOHQIMKT C MapKU30M YIOaHb?
Bort oHo uTo. Lluas KO HACTOPOXKUIICS, HO OTBETUII HEOPEXKHO:
— IlycTaKY, He CTOUT Balller0 BHUMAHUS.

— Ilyctsiku? — umnepatop CioaHb YCMEXHYJICS, HO €T0 TOH ocTaBasics MsArkuM. — Illectoi 6part, s
CTIBIIIAJI, TH B THEBE UyTh He 3apyOun [y LluHa. Thl cuuTaelb 3TO IyCTIAKOM?

— IIpocTo Hamyran ero, pa3siekasncs. He oxkupasn, 4To CTapUK Tak JIETKO IyraeTcs U faxe
[I02KAJI0OBAJICS BaM.

Kus3p 113unHb BHITISAOEN pacciabieHHsIM u 6e3pas3nuysbiM. Mmmepatop CioaHb MOCMOTPEN Ha HETO,
CJleTKa IPULIYPUBIINCE.

— 4 cnpilan, TH pa3rHEeBaJICd U3-3a OMHOT0 IOHOIIM M3 TBOero AoMa. Heyxkenu CcIyCTs CTOIBKO JIeT
THI BCE eII€ TOTOB «PUCKOBATh XKU3HBIO PAOU KPACABUITEI»?

Luup KO mouyBCcTBOBa, KakK JIafOHY CTaNX BlaxXHbIMU. OH yIIBIOHYIICS:

— Bu mpeyBenuuuBaeTe, 6paT. Ero ChIH X0TET 0CKOPOUTH TOTO IOHOIIY. 1 KaK pa3 yTPOM YIIyCTHIT
OJIeHS Ha 0X0Te U OBINT pa3dpazkeH, a OH elé u jie3 Ko MHe. OHKM caM¥ HalpPOCUIuCh. Eciu BBl
CYHTAETe, UTO s CAeall 3TO Pafy KPAcaBUIIbI, TO HAKAXKUTE MEHS.

— f mpocTo crmy4dalHO YCTIBIIIal U CIpocuil. 3aueM Te0sl Haka3bBaTh? [lyMaro, THl He IepeCcTyIuIlb
rpaHulls, — uMmrnepaTop CioaHb MSTKO YIIBIOHYIICS U TPOHOIKHUI:

— C TeM I0HOIIEN U3 TBOET0 IoMa HUYEro He CIIy4YUIIOCh?

— He 3Hato, — Haxmypuncs Lluas FO#, ero ToH cTasn pa3mpaxkeéHHBIM. — [Tocie TOTo [HS g ero He
BUpen. Ecnu ero meidCTBUTEIHFHO OCKOPOUIIH, TO BEITOHIO €T0 U3 moMa. 2Kallb, OH OBIJT CUMIATUYHEIM.

— Ecnu Tak, To g nmoubepy Tebe KOro-HUOYyIb MOIyYIIIe.
— Torpma 6maromapio Bac, 6par.

Briigst u3 matpa, Liuas KO He3aMeTHO B3MOXHYII ¢ 00yeryeHreM. OTOT BOIIPOC UMIIEpaTopa He Obll
cnydaliHeIM. BeposiTHO, ITOCIENYIOT AabHelmre geicTBUs. ETo B3rIsg u3MeHUIICS, U OH OBICTPO
yOanumics.

3UMHSS 0X0Ta JEMOHCTPUPOBAJia BOEHHYI0 Mollb Benukoi FOH U IpoBepsiia MOJIOOBIX apUCTOKPATOB.
VimnepaTop CioaHb TMYHO y4aCTBOBaJI, ¥ MHOTHE MOJIOAbIe IBOPSIHE pBanuch B 0oii. [luns FOii He
IIPUCOENUHUJICS K BeCellbl0, HEMHOT'0 ITI0OXOTUJICS M HaMEePEHHO OTAAJIUIICS OT UMIIepaTopa.

CBucr... B yrny rimasa menbkHyina TeHb. Llunb FO#, morpyk€e€HHbN B MbIcu 0 Ciod TaHe,
VHCTUHKTUBHO MONHSJ PYKY U BBHIIYCTUII CTPEY.

[Tumn! Ctpena npoHecnach 0 BO3AYXY, 3a/ieB APYI'YIO CTPeNy, ¥ BOH3UIAcCh B JOOBIUY.

HukTo He ammopupoBai. B necy Borapumnack TuirHa. Luae KO 6bIcTpo 006epHYICS U YBAOET
IIOKMPOBaHHEIN B3TJIAA uMmneparopa Cioanb. OH MOAHSAT T'71a3a U YBUOET HO0BIYY.



Bernblii 051eHb, CUMBOJI yaauu!

«Yept!» — Lunp KO# pyrayncs npo cebs. Oka3blBaeTcs, Ta CTpesia, KOTOPYIO OH 3afer, Oblia
BBEIITyILIIeHA UMITepaTOpoM. OKUHYB B3TJISIIOM OLIEJIOMIEHHBIX JIIOe! BOKPYT, OH CIIEIIHJICS.

Kus3p LI3uHb OOUH MTOAOMIEN K O€7TOMY OJIeHI0, TIOTHSJI TIOJIbl CBOEH OfeK/Ibl U MOYTUTEIHHO
OTyCTHUIICA Ha KOJIEHM.

— Hebeca mapoBanu 6e10ro ojieHd KaK 3HaK ygauu. f caydalHO MOJIy4YUs ero ¥ IPenogHOILLy
Bamemy Benuuectsy.

VimnepaTop CioaHs, TTIIAS Ha HU3KO CKIIOHUBIIEToCcd KHA3 L[3uHb, ycmexHycs. Illectoi 6paT, TH
MEHS XKaJleelln?

— Pa3 aTo gobbrua KHs3s L[3uHB, TO 5 mapio e€ Tebe.
— bnaropapto Baire BenrdecTso.

LuHb FOit ocTaBancs Ha KONEHSX B CHETrYy, ITIOKa 3BYK KOIIBIT UMII€PaTOpPa He nC4e3 BOaJik, U TOJIBKO
TOr'ma MEOJIEHHO IIOOHSAJICS.

— Bamre BricouecTBO, BbI HAMEPEHHO TPEB30IIIN UMIIepaTopa? — momaoIien Ban MaH.
Xa, naxe Ban M3H Tak gymaeTt. BUguMo, 0T 3TOTO He OTHEIaThC.
— BosBpaiaemcs B 1arepb, — MpadHo cKa3asl Lluab FOU, BCKOYMB Ha JI0IIab.

B nmarepe KHs3s L[3uHb BOKPYT HMIaTpa cOOGPaIoCh MHOXKECTBO CTPAXKHUKOB, BCE 3aTaWIIK OhIXaHUE,
00s5ICh TOTPEBOXKUTH KHSI351, Pa3pabaThIBAOIIET0 CTPATETHIO.

— Onn OyMalOT, 94TO 4 06JIYMI:>IBaIO IIJIaH, HO Ha CaMOM [€Jie s IIPOCTO IIEITAI0Ch 3a0BITHCS B BUHE.

Luns FO# nepxkan 60Kas, IO Ha OTOHb B ouyare. [1yaMs IpHITano BBEPX U BHU3, U €70 MBIC/IH OBIIH
nycTtel. OH U BCE OBICTPEE, ¥ TOJI0Ba CTaHOBUJIACH BCE TSIXKeJlee.

HexkoTopsie mony Hen36eKHO OTHANSIOTCS OT Te6s1, Kak OpaT, Kak MOJIOOON Mapku3 My, Kak
MaTyIlIKa-uMnepaTpuua. HeKoToprle ke caMu OTTaJIKHUBAOT Tebs, KakK TOT CBETJIO-TOTy00M CHUITY3T.

Bawm! Bokan yman Ha nosn. Luue FOit mocMoTpesn Ha CBOIO OPOKaIyIo PYKY. OTO ObIJIO OT ONMbSHEHUS.
OH BHe3amHo BCTaJl ¥ PaclaxHyJl gBepb.

— Barme BricouecTBo, — CTPaXKHUK Y BXOMa XOTeJ IOANePKaTh ero.
— ITpoub! — Lunb KOi OTTONKHYI €T0 U, IMaTasiCh, HAIPABUJICS K IPYTOMY IIaTpPYy.

BHyTpH IIaTpa JIyHHHIH CBET Hafal Ha KpoBaTh. Ci03 TaH CMOTpEN Ha HEero, ero ria3a ObITH TOJTHEL
yousnenus, u Lluap KO0 ctamo xomogHo. Ho oH Bcé ke ynbiOHyIcs. C TexX mop OH IaBHO He BUOEN
Cr09 TaHa, XOTS TOT HUKOT[IA He yIIBI0acs.
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