I'y Js#t mocnemntHo mpubsiT B UMIiepaTOpPCKuE IBOPEL, HO, Y3HAB, YTO KH3b LI3MHL HAXOMUTCS BOBCE
He B MiMmepaTopckoi meueOHuIle, a OB IEPeHeCEH BO BOPEI] BIOBCTBYIOIIEH UMIIePATPHUIIL, CPA3y
TIOHSIJT, YTO CUTYAIIUs CTajla elllé cloxkHee. TOPOMIMBO HAaTPaBUBLIKCEH B 3a/1 YaHCUHD, OH JOXKOAJICS,
TI0KA MOJIOZIOHM eBHYX MOJIOXKUT O ero IPUOLITHH, U, BOUMS, OTIsAmesncs. Bce, KTo momkeH OB OBITh
3[IeCh, yKe MPUCYTCTBOBAJIH.

BHyTpr KOMHATH KHS3b LI3UHB 71€eKajl Ha KyIIeTKe, a PSAA0M HaxoAuIach BOOBCTBYIOIIAS
uMIlepaTpulia. iMmneparTop cupen Ha CTyJe II0 COCeICTBY. [ TaBHBIM 1IeH30P CTOSII B CTOPOHE,
YCTaBUBIIKCH B II0JI, @ UMIIEPATOPCKUE JIEKapX MTOUYTUTENIBHO KAy YKa3aHUM, CKIIOHUBIIUCE Y
CTeHHBI. Bo3ayx B KOMHaTe ObIJT HACTOJILKO HAMPSKEHHBIM, 4TO 'y JI9#i I0O4yBCTBOBAJI, KAk €My
CTAaHOBHUTCS TSXKEJIO OBIIIATE.

— Bam cnyra I'y JIait mprBeTCTBYET BOOBCTBYIOLIYIO UMIepaTpully 1 Ero BenuyecTBo, — mMpousHEC
OH, OTIyCKasICh Ha KOJIEHU U CKJIOHSASICh B ITOKJIOHE.

— Bcranbre, 'y AiinuH, — cka3an uMmnepatop CroaHb.

— Bam nogmauHbI# ciblan, 4To Ero BeicouecTBo KH3b LI3WHB CTaj XKePTBOM HaNaAeHus YOUM, u
IIOTOMY CIIEIIN/I HABECTUTh €T0, — IOOHSBIIKUCH, TpousHéec 'y JIai.

Huus HO#, HOJIYHé}Ka Ha KYyIIeTKe, OIINPAJICA Ha IIOAYIIKH, IIOKd BOOBCTBYIOIAsd NUMIIEPATPUIIA
IIOIIpaBJIsAla eMYy O0O€EATIO. Ero B3rmsang CKOJIb3HYJI B CTOPOHY Fy JIag.

— Fy IlaxK5Hb, BH IIPUIIINA KdK Pa3 BOBpeEMsI. XOTs 1 He CMOT 3allUTUTh CekpeTapsa MbsHa u
3dXBATHUTh Y6HIZHY 2KWBBIM, HO C €r'0 Te€Jla MBI U3BJIEKJIN BOT 3TO.

Momopo eBHyx mopoién K ['y JIaio, mepza B pyKax OKpOBaBlIeHHOe NUChMO. 'y JI3i OTKPHIT €T0 U,
B3IJISTHYB Ha COOEPKUMOe, TIOYyBCTBOBAJI JIETKOe MOTpsiceHre. HecMOTps Ha KPOBb, MOYEPK OB
XOPOIIO Pa3IuuuM, ¥ CaMOe I'JlaBHOe — BHM3Y CTOs/Ia oanuch AH LI3uHbH, icHasd U 4éTKas, 6e3
MaJIeHIIuX ITOMapoK.

— 9T10... — Hayan 'y JIsu.

— 9T0 siBHO mpuKa3 AH LI3uHbH yOUTH cekpetapsi MaHa. Bugumo, mokasaHus MaHa 3aCTaBUIN €r0
HEePBHHUYATh, — C mocamoi mpousHéc Luup HOi, BEITISIOeB KaK PacCepKeHHBIN peOEHOK.

— Bame BenmuuecTtBo, — npexpe dem 'y JIau ycnen 4T0-T0 cKa3aTh, KyH ['0mai coemnan mar BIepen.
— Cnosa ks34 L[3vHb HecnpaBeauBE. OCyIUTh BEICOKOIIOCTABIIEHHOT0 YNHOBHUKA HA OCHOBAHUU
OJHOTO JIMIIb IUChbMa — 3TO HENPaBUIbHO. BO3MOXHO, KTO-TO HaMEPEHHO IIHITAETCS OKJIeBeTaTh AH
HaxoHdg.

Kyt T'omaii GBI BO3MYIIEH TIymOCThI0 AH [[3MHDBY, OCTABUBIIIET0 YOUNI] B CTONINIIE, HO Y HETO HE
OBLII0O BpEMEHHU Ha pa3MbIIeHus. Bcé 9To, HECOMHEHHO, OBITIO IeJIOM PYK caMOTo KHs3s LI3uHb, 1
ero ey ObIM 0YeBUOHEL. I103TOMY OH [OIKEH ObLT TPEeIOTBPATUTH ITO.

— HaMepeHHo okneBeTaTh? KTO Ke MOT 3TO cHenaTh? — XOI0IHO CIIPOCHUII Huns HOi.

— Bam nmogmaHHBIM HE 3HAET, HO, BEPOSITHO, 9TO OBLT KTO-TO C KOBAPHBIMU HAMEPEHUSIMU, — OTBETUII
Kyn T'omal, He mogHUMad rias.

Lwnb O# ycMexHYyICS, HO HUUEro He CKa3ajl. B 3TOT MOMEHT MOJIOfIO¥ eBHYX BOWIEN U TOJIOKHUI:

— Baine BenmuuecTBo, BMOBCTBYIOILIAS KMIIEpaTpHUlla, 3aMeCTUTENb TreHepasa KHg3s L[3uHb, reHepan



BaH, mpocuUT ayaueHINH.
— Kaxoi npegaHHbIN 4enoBek. [1ycTh BOMAET, — € yNIBIOKOM cKa3asn uMiepatop CioaHb.

— Bam nogpauueii Ban Man npuseTcTByeT Ero BennmuecTBo 1 BOOBCTBYIOIIYIO UMIIEPaTPULy, —
IIPOU3HEC BOIIENIINY reHepal.

ViMmepaTop KeCTOM BeJlell eMy NOAHAThCS U OPYXKenio0HO CKa3at:
— l'eneparn BaH, OyaobpTe CIIOKOMHEI, Balll KHS3b B ITOPSIIKE.

— 9T0 X0po1I0, — KUBHYN Ban MaH, 3aTeM CKJIOHUJICS B IIOKJIOHe. — Balll moggaHHbIN X0Tes Obl
COOOIIUTE elllé Koe-uTo.

— YT0 MMEHHO? — CIPOCUJI UMIIEPATOP, TSI Ha HETO.
— Bam nogmaHHEIN 0CMOTPENT TeJIo YOUNIIBL ¥ ITOHSIJI, UTO Y2Ke BUEJ 3TOTO YeJIoBeKa pPaHbIIIe.
— ['me T®I ero Bupmen? — pe3ko NOAHSICA ¢ KyueTku Llunp 0.

— Korpa g HampaBnsincsa B OKpyT [IyHI310Hb, S BCTPETUII 3TUX ABOUX B OOHOX M3 FOCTUHHUL. MBI
CU[IEJIA PSANOM, M g CIIBIIIAJ, KaK OHU TOBOPUJIM, YTO IONYYUJIM NPUKa3 OT AH [1axk9Hg yCTPaHUTh
Koro-To. Torga s He IpuUgan 3TOMYy 3HaYeHUsI, HO Teleph IIOHUMAal0, YTO OHU TOBOPUIIU 00 yOUNCTBE
cekperaps MsHa, — 4eCTHO OTBeTus] BaH M3H.

Huup KOit HemOBOIBHO TIOCMOTPEN Ha HETO:

— IToyeMy THI He cOOOIIUIT 00 3TOM paHbIle?

— Bamm nogmaHHbI He CYEIT 9TO BaXKHBIM U He X0TeJl 6eCIIOKOUTh KHA34. [Ipolry npomeHus.
Huus FOu nosepuycs K Iy JIsto:

— I'y [laxx3HB, Teneps BcE acHO. [Toxoxe, AH LI3uHBY NEHCTBUTEILHO CTOUT 3a YOUIMCTBOM
cekpeTtaps M3aHa.

— 9710... — Havan 'y JIsii, HO r7TaBHAIM L[eH30p CHOBA He Aajl eMy NPofokKuTh. OH MOCMOTPEN Ha
Ban M5Ha ¥ CTpaHHBIM TOHOM CIIPOCHII:

— l'enepan Basn, 3aueM BBl OTIIPABUIUCH B OKPYT [IyHII3I0HBL?

— ¢ BHITIONIHSIT IPUKa3 KHA3S U JOJIKEH OBIJ COPOBOAXTH OMHOT'0 YeJI0BeKa B CTOJIUILY.
— 9T0 OBINT ceKpeTapb Mau? — BMettancs Ky ['onaii.

— MIMeHHO TakK, — HEMHOI'0 3aMellIKaBIINCh, 0TBeTUI Ban MaH.

['maBHBIN [IEeH30P IOAHSN I'7Ta3a Ha Luas HOii ¥ ¢ yCMEIKON CIIPOCHUIT:

— Kaxk KHS3b Y3HaJI, 4TO CEKPETAPhb Mb5H HaXOOuTCS B OKpyTre HYHLBIOHB? Hoquy OH OTIIPABHUIJI
YeJIoBeKa 3a HUM? Hey}KenH KHS3b C CaMOr'0 Havalla 3Hall, 4YTo MsH 6YJI€T B Kypce TalH gena’?

— Pa3Be 910 TpynHO y3HaTh? Ecnu A LI3WHBU CMOT 3TO BEISICHUTH, TOUEMY S He Mor? f 3HaJ, 4To
Ero BenuuyecTBO MHTEPECYETCS 9TUM [€JI0M, ¥ TIOTOMY coOpaJt BceX, KTO MOT OBIThH CBsI3aH ¢ HUM. He



TOJIBKO ceKpeTapsi MaHa, HO ¥ cekpeTapsi BaHa, cekpetaps JIu ¥ BceX OCTaNbHLIX. XOTS OHU MOTJIH U
He 3HaTh HUYEro BaXKHOTO, 5T BCE 3Ke X0Tesl moMoub Ero BenuuecTtBy u Cyme6HOMY yIIpaBlIeHUIO.

Kus3p 1[3unb, 1€kKa Ha KYIIETKe, PEIIU CTOATh Ha CBOEM, a KyH I'omaii, coxpaHss X0I0gHOe
BEIpaKeHUe JIUlla, He CTajl NPOJOoJIKaTh CIOP.

— KH$13b, OCHOBBIBASICH JIMIIB Ha Cl0Bax «H [[aXka3Hb», BH eJlaeTe BHIBOJ, YTO UMEHHO fH L[3uHbU
oTIpaBus youii B oKpyr [yHI310Hb. OTO CIUIIKOM IIOCIIEIIHO.

— OTu Boe OBLIM OTIPaBIEHH HeKUM AH [laxX9HEeM [ yCTPAaHEeHUsI CBUOETENeH, U IOCye TOro, Kak
OHM He CMOTJIM BHITIOJIHUTH 3aflaHKe, UX YOUIM cpa3dy MOCje TOro, Kak ceKpeTaph M3H yKa3an Ha fAH
LI3unbu. bosee Toro, oHM HOCUIYU Ipu cebe pyKonmucHoe muchbMo AH [3uHbH. Pa3Be 3T0 MOXKET OHITH
IIPOCTHIM COBIAIeHUEM?

— Ecnu roBopuTh 0 CoBNageHusx, — Bo3pasun Kyn ['omnaii, — To cekpeTapss MaHa 3abpaj caM KHS3b,
HO TI0CJIe BO3BpallleHus He Iepefan ero mop oxpany CyneOHoro ympaBieHus. Temneps oH ObUT yOUT Ha
TEPPUTOPUU KHS3S, a YOUillly OIl03HaJl 3aMeCTUTENh TeHepasia KHA35. Y HU ofuH U3 youiil He OblI
3axBayeH XKUBBIM. BOT 3TO IeliCTBUTENHHO COBIIadEeHUE.

— XM, — nosynéxa Ha Kymetke, Lluab KO mocMoTpen Ha Hero. — ['1aBHBIN 11€H30]D, BH XOTUTE
CKa3aTh, YTO BCE 9TO OBINIO CIIJTaHMPOBaHO MHOU? UTo 5 okeBeTan AH LI3uHbu? PasBe s COMIEN C
yMa, 9YTOOBI OTIIPABIIATh YOUMI MPOTHB ce0s? KaKoBHI Ballll HAMEePeHus, KeBellla Ha MeHs?

— Barm mogmaHHbI HE CMeeT, — CKJIOHUIICS B mMoKJIoHe KyH I'oma#, oOpalmascek K uMmnepaTropy. — 9
JIUIITh CYMTAI0, YTO 3TO OEJI0 CTPAHHOE, U €T0 HYXKHO TIIATeIbHO U3YYUTh, IIPEXK/e YeM feaTh
BBIBOIHI.

HwmnepaTop CroaHb HaXMYpUJICA, IOLyMaB HEKOTOPOe BPeMsl.
— B TakoM crnyyae...

— HOii-3p OBIN paHeH, YTO MOKa3kIBAET 3I0HAMEPEHHOCTh IIPECTYITHUKOB. MBI He MOXKEM II03BOJIUTh
UM OCTaBaThCs Oe3HAaKa3aHHLIMY, — BAPYT 3ar0BOPHIIa BOOBCTBYIOIAs UMIIePATPHUIIA, TSI Ha
uMIepaTopa. — Ecnu 1 [JaxXsHb MOA03peBaeTcs, TO IyCTh ero mepenanyT B Cyme6HOe yIpaBieHue
IS paccienoBanus. Ecimu yOuNIbl JeiCTBUTENIbHO ObIIM OTIIPABIIEHEl UM, 3TO CTAHET U3BECTHO.
Ecnu HeT, TO 9TO OYKMCTUT ero uMs. Kak BH cunTaerte, Bame BenuyecTtso?

VimnepaTop crerka HaKJIOHUTICS:
— IlycTe OymeT Tak, Kak TOBOPUT MaTyIiKa. ['y ANIIUH, BBl C/IbIILIATIN?

— Bam nogmaHHbIN TPUHUMAET IIPUKa3, — MOCHEUTHO CKIIOHMICS [y JI9, KOTOPHIH 10 9TOT0
MOMEHTa He MOT BCTaBUTh U CJIOBA.

Korga Bce Boimny, Liwaes FO# OBICTPO MOJHSIICS C KYIIETKHU U, IOJOMIS K UMIIepaTopy, CKa3al:

— Cnacubo maryike. be3 Heé Bate BenruecTBo Bpsif U CMOT OBl ITPHKA3aTh apecToBaTh AH
L3uHbH.

HmnepaTop Toxe yIbIOHYICS:
— ITa, HO 3TO OBUIO CIMIIKOM PHUCKOBAHHO. B crnemyrommii pa3, 6paT, He [ejai Tak.

— Ia, FO#-3p, korma Llyii-ap cooOmuia MHe, 5 YyTh He yMepJia OT CTpaxa, — C TPeBOTOM CKa3alla



BOOBCTBYIOIIAsA UMIIEPATPHIIA.

— Ecnu ObI 51 He cHienan 3TOro, OHU OBl He UCIyranuch. PaHa HecepbE3Hasd, U g O0Jblile Tak He O6yny,
— cMmymIeéHHO oTBeTun Lune KO#.

— Yro Temeps genaTh, Opat? [Iymaerns, I'y JIati cMmoxeT pa3oOpaThcsa?
uup KO# ynbiOHYIICS HMIIEPaTopy:

— Cyne0bHoe yripaBieHre BeChMa KOMIIETEHTHO, ¥ 3TH OBOE NENCTBUTEILHO OBITK yOunamMu Ax
[I3unbu. OHU HE CMOTYT CKPHITh CBOM crlennl. Baie BemuuecTBo, MpoCTO XKAUTE, ITOKa CETh
3aKpoeTcs.

ViMmepaTop KUBHYII U C YIBIOKOM CKa3at:
— B TakoMm cny4ae, 6pat, Ugu OTIOXHYTH IIOPAHbIIIE.

unp FO# OKI0HUIICSA BOOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIEpaTPULle ¥ UMIIePaToOpPy, IIOCJe YEero BEPHYJICA B CBOIO
Pe3uaeHINI0, YTOOH OTIOXHYTh.

Pe3upennus AHos
— I'y JaxasHb, 4TO 3TO 3HAUUT? — cupocun fAH LI3unby, rnsaas Ha mopel nepen co6oi.

OH crnblian 0 HanafeHuY Ha KHA34 L[3unb, HO KyH ['omait 3aBepun ero, 4to Bcé yinaguT. [loaToMy oH
OCTaBaJICS JOoMa, OXKUAas UCX0a, HO BMECTO 3TOro K Hemy mpumen 'y JIamn.

— du [laxasub, Ero BenuyecTBo mprKasal JOCTaBUTh Bac B CymeOHOe yIpaBiieHue s
paccrnenoBaHus youiicTBa cekpetapst MaHa u femna 'vanb Baub00, — odwuiuanbHo 3asBun [y JIau.

— Brl xoTuTe 3a6paTh Moero oTma! — ¢ KpukoMm BMmetnascs AH [TuHO3H, CTOABIINN I03aIH.

— INundaH, He BonHYyMCS, M03a00ThCsa 0 OaiisiHb. f MONAY ¢ HUMU, — MTOIIPABUB PyKaBa, AH L[3uHbH
TOPAO BHILIEN U3 PE3UEHIIUN.

[y JIa#i, rnsimst Ha CIIOKOMHOTO AH LI3MHBU, TOBEPHYIICA K IOOYMHEHHBIM U IIPUKa3all:
— OxpaHna, 3a0nokupyiTe pe3ugeHIuio A1, HUKTO He [OMKEH BHIUTH.

— Crnymarocs.

Pesupenuusa KyHos

Kys T'omait cumen B CBOEM KabuHeTe, ero auilo 0710 oMpadyeHo. OH MoJjiya CMOTPeJI Ha CTeHY, IT0Ka
yepe3 HeKOTOPOe BpeMS 3a IIBEPHIO He pa3malluch IIary.

— TI'ocronuH, BEI 3BAJIM MEHS?
— locnioguu BaH, — obpaTuncs K Hemy KyH I'omait. — BhI C/BIIaNy 0 CETONHSNIIHUX COOBITUSX?

locriopuH BaH, MyX4uKHa cpefHUX JeT, Obl1 ero coBeTHUKOM. O0rryHO KyH ['omait He moBepsin
HUKOMY, HO rocriofuH BaH Ol uCKTI0OUeHNeM. B pe3unennuu KyHoB 3HaNU 0 €T0 CyIleCcTBOBAaHUH,
HO HUKTO He 3HaJl, KaK OHU II03HAaKOMMUJIUCh.



— Cnpiman. [u LI3MHBY TOIBKO YTO OB apeCcTOBaH, a ero Pe3UNeHIHs TOTHOCTHI0 0JIOKMPOBaHa, —
CIIOKOMHO OTBETHJI FOCIIOOUH BaH.

— Yrto BH iyMaeTe?
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