IToBO3Ka MefjIeHHO Bhexajla B TOPOOCKHE BOPOTa. Huns i BEITJIAHYJI K3 OKHaA, HaOmIonas 3a
yJlnoaMHu CTOJIMIEI, KOTOPEIE, KdK BCerga, OBITTH OKMBJIEHHEI U IIponBeTaJIn. On CMOTPEII Ha CepPLrIe
KHUPIKWYYU 10 HOTr'aMH, Ha KOTOPEIX, BO3MOZKHO, BCE €eIIé 0CTABAIMCh CJIEIbl €T0 IOHOIIECKUX CKaYeK.

— CTonuiia BCE ellé KaXXeTcsl MHe HEMHOT'0 POOHOM, — T7Ty60Ko B3noxHYB, Llunb FO# ynsIbHYICS.

[ToBO3Ka IJTaBHO OCTAHOBUJIACh ¥ BOPOT ABOpLia. ManeHnbkuii eBHyx nomor Luas KO coutu.
KpacHbie CTeHH U 30J10ThIe KPHIIK MMIIepaTOPCKOro ABOpLA CUANU, OTpaxas COIHeUHBIU cBeT. OH
CMOTpeJI Ha OIPOMHEBIE BOPOTA, OKPAIlleHHEIE B IPKO-KPACHBIN IIBET U YKpallleHHEIe 30JI0TEIMU
TBO3SIMU, KOTOPHIe CBEPKa/IX Ha ConHIle. HUUTO He HarmoMUHAaN0 0 OBUIBIX KPOBaBLEIX OUTBAX.

— Bamre BricouecTBo, mIpoly Bac.
Hunse FO# KUBHYI U IIOCTIe0Bal 3a MPOBOOHUKOM Yepe3 BOpOTa.

B IIBopue YxkxaoBa umnepatop CrooaHb CULeN IPAMO Ha MATKOU KyILlIeTKe, PAOM C HUM CTOSJI
CIIyXKallluil eBHYX.

— Bame BenmuyecTBo, KHA3b 1[3MHDb 0KHMaeT BaIlero pa3pellneHus: BOUTH, — OOJI0XKUIT TOKUION
€BHYX.

— TIycTb BOUTET.

VimmepaTop CroaHb BCTAJl B LIEHTPE 3aJla, KOT{a KHA3b L[3WHb MOMHUMAJICS 0 CTYIeHsAM. ApKui
COJIHEYHBIH CBET Iaflajl Ha ero MeJHYI0 KOPOHY, Iesas ero o0nuk emre 6oyee BIaCTHBIM.

— [IpusetcTByto Balre BenuuecTBo, fa XXUBET UMIIEPATOP HeCATh ThICAY jeT! — Lunp Oi
OIIyCTHJICS Ha KOJIEHH B LIEHTPe 3aJa.

— Ilecroit 6paT, — uMnepaTop CroaHb IONHSTI €T0, APYKETIO0HO CKa3aB:
— BcraBaii, TH mpofesan OOITHH MyTh, 3TO OBLIO HETPOCTO.

B 60kK0BOM 3aJie eBHYX mopai yai. iMmepaTtop CioaHb O0TOCTIAI BCEX CITYT ¥ BHUMATENILHO OCMOTPE
Lwns F0s, moce 4yero BHE3aHO yIILIOHYICS.

— Ilecroii Gpat, TH BCE eIll€ TaK MOJIOf, a 5 yX&Ke CTapelo.

— Baine BenmuuecTBO HaXOIUTCS B pacIiBETe CUJ, KaK MOXKHO I'OBOPUTDb O CTAPOCTHU? — YIIBIOHYIICS
uns .

HmnepaTop CroaHb MaxHYJ PYKOU:

— He nbcTu MHe, 1mecToit 6pat. Tl MHOTO JIeT He OBIT B CTONKIIE, HE HaBellasl faxke MaTyIIKy-
UMIIepaTPUILY.

— BoenHntle fena 3aHUMAaNIU BCE MOE BpPEMS, S HE CMOT UCIIOJIHUTH CBOY HOJT CHIHA M IOOAAHHOTO.
[Tpomy Baire BennyecTBo Haka3aTh MeHs, — CKJIOHUI royioBy Llusp 01,

— JlagHo, KaKoe HakKa3aHue? f 3Haiw, 4To y Tebs Ha yme. [Ipoiiiyo MHOTO JIeT, ecToi OpaT, mopa
OTIYCTUTSH Ipoluioe. Teneps, KOTHa Thl BEPHYJICS, IPOBEAX BPEMS C MATYIIKOM, — YCIIOKOUJI €ro
“MIIepaTop, MOXJI0NaB II0 IIeYy.

Luns 0% ynelOHYNICS U KUBHYI:



— 4 3anomMHm0, Bame BennuecTso.

Wmnepartop CroaHb TOXKe KUBHYJ, CAEJAN TTIOTOK Yas ¥ CKa3all:
— He obpamali BHUMaHus Ha HeJaBHUEe 00BUHEHUS IIEH30POB.
— Mse ctrinHO, uTO Bale BennuectBo 6ecrokouTcs 060 MHe.

— He roBopu Tak. K ToMy ke, He Bce mOKIanbl ObUIM HAllpaB/IeHbl IPOTUB Te0OsI, — UMIIepaTop
B3IOXHYJ ¥ ITPOHOJIKUIIL:

— Onu HalleneHH Ha MeHs. C Tex Iop, Kak s B30IIEN Ha IIPEeCTOJI, B CTOIHUIIE U 3a e€ IpeaeiaMu
BCETMAa HAaXOMSTCS Te, KTO He MOXKET CMUPHUTHLCS. I103TOMY s BEI3Bas Te0st 06PAaTHO, IOTOMY YTO MHE
TPYAHO CIIPABISATHCS B OMUHOYKY.

— Bame BenmuuecTBo nonyuun ManpaTt Heba, He cTouT obpalllaTh BHUMaHMUS Ha KO3HU TTOMJIBIX
miopeli. Ecnu Bamie BenudecTtBo moTpebyeT, S TOTOB OTHATH CBOIO JKU3Hb.

— JlapmHO, TagHO, — UMIIEPATOP MOCIEITHO OCTAaHOBU €T0, YIE0asiCh:

— He roBopu 0 cMepTH, a TO MaTyIIKa y3HaeT. d X04y, YTOOBI THI XKUJI.

— Xoporto.

— Marymka xnet Te6s1 Bo gBopiie. CHayana HaBeCTHU €€, a 006 0CTaTbHOM IIOTOBOPUM I103Ke.
— Kak npukaxere, Baie BennyecTso.

Lwns F0i mokuuyn [IBopel] YxkaoBa, HaxMypuB OpoBu. MMmiepaTop BEITISAAET 03a004YE€HHBIM.
Heyxenu cutyanus B CTONNLE XyXKe, YeM OH IIpefosaran?

B [IBop1e Yxaosa

— I'me kauunep Ban?

— OH X[ET 3a IpefeaMu 3aja.
— IlycTh BOUTET.

Ban LIsgHBX3 Me[IJIEHHO BOIIEN B 3ajl, He JOXKUAASICh COITPOBOKIOEHUS, ¥ HAIIPABUJICS B 3arlagHBIN
0OKOBOH 3aJl.

— Bamw cnyra npuseTcTByeT Bate BenuyecTso.
— Kak ThI cuuTaens, KakoB KHA3b L[31HE?

— Bae BricouecTBO OYeHb ITIOUTUTENIEH, CKPOMEH B CJIOBaX U MCKPEHHE MnpefaH BalueMy
Benuuyectsy.

— Torga, KaHLIep... — Havall ©UMIepaTop, Ho BaH LIsiHbX3 mpepBar ero:
— Bairie BenmuuecTBo, s IO-TPeKHEMY PEKOMEH[IY0 0ClabuTh KHsI3s1 L[3WHb U He WCIIONb30BaTh r0.

— TombKO 4TO THI CKa3all, YTo IecTou OpaT npemal MHe. Celyac KHs3b Y 3aMHIISET HemoOpoe, a
OCTaTKM CTOPOHHUKOB LIuHb YK3Ha elll€ He MogaBiaeHbl. Mbl MOXK€eM HCII0JIb30BaTh CUJIHI IIIECTOTO



Oparta, 4TOOH YCIIOKOUTD UX, — HAXMYPHUJICS UMIIEPaTOp.
Bawn LIsiHbX3 ocTaBascs Henmokome6uM. OH IIOCMOTPEIT Ha UMIIepaTopa ¥ TUXO CKa3al:

— Bame BenuuecTBo, s1 TOBOPHUJI, UYTO KHA3b LI3MHB UCHIBITHIBAET K BaM I'NTyOO0KYI0 IPUBA3aHHOCTh, HO
9TO He 3HAYMT, YTO OH IIpefaH. M crmonp30BaTh €10 — BCE PABHO YTO BRITYCTUTh TUT'PA, YTOOHI OH CHEI
BOJIKa. [ToC/IeqCTBUS MOTYT OBITh HETIPECKA3yEeMbIMHU.

I/IMHepaTop CroaHb 3adyMaJICs Hal CJIOBAMHU KaHIJIEPA, IIPeXOe YeM HaKOHEIl OTBETUTh:

— KaHIyiep, HaM Hy2KHO UCII0JIb30BaTh CUJIH IeCTOro O6paTta, 4ToOb yCTpamuTh KHA34 Y U KyH
T'omasi. TOTBKO TaK OHU HE OCMEJISITCS [IeHCTBOBATh, U MBI CMOXKEM Pa300paThCsi C HUMHU ITOOAUHOYKE.
[ToaTomy Bompoc 06 ocnabnenuu KHA3g LI3uHb 0TI0KUM. OTHOXHU, YIYUTETTD.

Ban LIsTHBX3 XOTeI BO3Pa3uTh, HO UMIIEPATOP yKe BHIIIEN U3 3aJ1a, ¥ OH MMOKUHYIT JBOPELI.

B 3anme YaHcuHb BOOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIEPATPHUIIA, OETAs B POCKOIIHEIE OJEK/IbI, IOTyTeXKaa Ha
MSATKOM KyIIeTKe, nepxka pyky Lunb HOs. E€ rna3a 6bi1y MOTHEL HEXKHOCTH.

— Ecnu Tak, g 0TKJIaHKMBAKOCh, MaTyIIKa. 3aBTpa s CHOBa HaBellly Bac.

— Wou, — cKa3aja UMIIepaTpulia, IOIpPaBuB BOPOTHUK LIuHb HO4.

[Tocne toro kak Lluns IO# yuién, umnepaTpuiia IOBepPHYJIach K CBoel faBHel cinyxaHkKe Uy Llyi:
— llyii-ap, FOu yke Takou B3pocisbiii. [10X0XKe, 51 edCTBUTENIBHO CTapelo.

Lyu-3p, mogaBas 4ak, OTBETHIIA:

— Ia, Bame BenuuyectBo 1 KHA3b LI3UHE yKe BeIpociiu. KHA3E L[3WHL BEPHYJICA K BaM, U TENEPh BE
MOXKeTe HacllaXaaTbCs CIIOKOMHOM CTapOCThIO.

VimmepaTpuila B3sijia 4yal, cuesaja rJI0TOK U YIbI0OHYIach, HUYEro He cKa3aB. CUTYaIus B CTOJIUIIE
OblTa HAMIPSIXKEHHOM, MHOTHE KHSI3bs 3a e€ MpejielaMy 3aMbIIUIsaIu Hemobpoe. Kak oHa Moria
HACIaXOaThCsI CIIOKOMHOM CTApoCcThi0? [la ¥ Korga BooOIe CcTouIa Oblyla CIIOKOMHOM?

Korpa ITuns H0it mokupman gBopel, He60 yKe MOTeMHeNo0. TsSXKeCTh Ha AyIlle CTajla elle CUIbHee.
XO0Ts IMIIepaTop ¥ UMIepaTpulla HU4ero He CKa3aiy, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UYTO CUTYyallUs B CTOJIALIE
OEeMCTBUTEJIPHO IIOXA.

Pesnpgennus kua3g LI3uHD

Cs10 ®y-113b1, yOEIUBIINCDH, YTO Y2KUH T'OTOB, IIPOIIEN Yepe3 apKy ¥ OCTAaHOBUIICS Y IBEPH KHS3S:
— Bame BricoyecTBO, yKUH IIOAaH.

— Omnsatb yxuH? — Luas FON 0THO0XKUI KHUTY, €r0 U0 BEIpaXaso JIETKoe pa3apaxKeHue.

OH myMart, 94TO ¥3-3a HampsKEHHON CUTyalluy eMy MTPUAETCS MHOTO paboTaTh, HO, K €r0 YAUBJIEHHUIO,
[HY TPOXONUIIA HEBEPOSTHO CIIOKOWHO. Tak KH3b [I3UHb U XKUJI, HaclaXkOasCh CHITON XKHU3HLIO 663
3a00T.

— Baire BricouecTBo, B He ei ¢ 00efa, I0XKalIyHCTa, IOeIIbTe.



Huns KO B3OOXHYII U, ClIeOay4d 3a CHYFOfI, HEXOTS TIOJIOIIEN K CTOJIy. OH cben HEeCKOIbKO KYyCOYKOB 1
OTJIOZKHUII ITAJIOYKH.

— Csi0 Oy-u3nl, — cka3zan Lluab KO#, BEIXOOST U3 KOMHATH, — ITOMOEM IPOTYISEMCS B 3aTHUM cafl.
— Xopotiio.

Pe3upenius KHsa3s LI3uHb paHblie OblJIa JBOPILIOM IIIECTOTO IPHUHIA, HO TIOCJIe er0 BO3BHIIICHUS
UMIIePaTOp MpHUKa3ajl PaCIIMPUTE €€, TaK YTO Telephb OHa CTasla HaMHoro 6osnbine. Ha camom mene
Lluns FOi He cremun BBA3LIBATLCS B JBOPI[OBbIE MHTPUTH, OH IIPOCTO He 3HaJI, KaK XKUTh. PaHbIe OH
TOJIBKO Pa3BJIeKaJICS U HaBellaja Mapku3a [ISHbY9HA, a Teleph YYBCTBOBAI ce0si HEMHOTO
TIOTEPSTHHEIM.

— Yto 370 3a MecTo? — LluHb FOU BHE3AMMHO OCTaHOBUJIICSA IIepef Poliei COCEH, KOTOPhIEe POCIIT
POBHBIMU PSIIaMHU.

— Batre BricouecTBO, BH He TOMHUTE? — TUXO0 crpocus Cg0 Oy-13kl.

Cs10 ®y-1136I HE COIIPOBOXKAAJ €ro B LIapCTBO fAHb, 0CTaBasACh B CTONHUIIE. B mepsriii rof spel FOHX3
uMmnepatop CroaHb oTnpasui ero K LiyHb KO0, HO TOT cpa3y XKe yexasl Ha CEBEPHYIO I'PaHuIly, TaK
yT0 Cs10 Qy-113BI OCTAJICS B CTOJIULIE, YIIPaBIIas pe3ufeHunei Kua3s LI3uHsb.

— YTO IOMHUTH?

[Tpexne yeM Csio @y-u3sl oTBeTUn, Llunb HO# yxKe mén no TponuHKe Briyos poru. Cso Oy-13s
OCTOPO2KHO CJIe[0BaJl 3a HUM, CepAlle ero TPEeBOXKHO OUIOCh.

B LeHTpe poin Obl1a HeOOoIbIIas IIJIOIIAaAKa4, YXOXKEHHAAd U 9YUCTasd. B LEeHTpe IIJIOMagKX OOJUHOKO
CTOSII KAMEHHEIM TaMSITHUK.

A, BoT oHO uTo! [luHb KOM MenjeHHO MOOOIIEN K TaMSATHUKY, ITOJI0OKHUII TaflOHh Ha KaMeHb. X0JI0[
KaMH$ IIPOHUKAJI B PYKY, CJIOBHO IOl HUM OEUCTBUTEIILHO JIeXKall AYXHU.

Mennenno npuces, Lluns I0i cMOTpen Ha Hafnuch Ha KaMHe: «Moruna Mapku3a [JsgHbu3H My
[MTaouztoHs». OH HacTaWBas Ha 9TOM HAMMKUCH, XOTS Ha caMoM fene My I1ao1310Hb He OBIJT HUKEM.
[TpoBens manbueM mo O6ykBaM, Liuae FO# BOpyT yARIOHYICS.

— Cs10 Oy-113B], CHECEM 3TO ¥ IIOCTPOUM YTO-TO ITOJIE3HOE.
Cs10 ®y-113bI Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMep, 3aTEM CIIPOCHIL:

— YT0 BH XOTUTE IOCTPOUTSH, Balre BricouecTBo?

— Kak nymaems? — yneiOnyncs Luus HOi.

Cs0 Oy-113bl TIOKaYaJs roja0BOu:

— JTOT clyra He 3Haer.

— Xa, — Lunsp KO# ornsgmen cocHBI BOKPYT. JIETKUIM BETEPOK IIEBEIUIT BETBY, CO37laBasi y30PH TEHEH.
— IMocTpouM Oeceniky. MHe HPaBSITCSI 9TU COCHBHI.

— Xoporto.



ThI y2Ke permi, Kak XuTb. Temeps U s NOKeH XKUTh CBOeH XKU3HbI0, XOTS S eIllé He 3Hal0, KAaKOM OHa
OOJIXKHA OLITE.

HWioHb. B cTONHIIE CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE xKapue. Luup FOit cumen B 6ecenke, Habmogas 3a
CTPOUTENLCTBOM Cajia ¥ JaBasi CIydalHEle YyKa3aHusa. BaH MaH IOOOIIEN K HEMY:

— Bame BricouecTBO, 13 OBOpIlA MPUOLIIT IOCHIIbHEIN. Bac BEI3HIBAIOT.
Huns O, He oTphIBas B3rJgOa OT cafa, CIPOCHUIT:

— OnsTh UMIIEpPaTPHUIIa 30BET?

— Her, Bamie BenuuecTtBo.

— WimmepaTop? — Luns H0it moBepHYICS, YOUBIEHHO TISAS Ha HETO, 3aTeM YILI0HYICS. — ['0TOBb
JIOIIAMb.

— Xoporo.

IBopen YxaoBa

EBnyx Ban, yBunes kHa35 LI3uHb, Cpa3dy XKe MONOMIEN:

— IIpuBetcTByio Baire BricouecTBo. IMIepaTop XKIET Bac BHYTPH.

— Brnaropapio, eBHyX BaH.

Iuup HO# BowmEN B 3.

B 60koBoM 3ane uMmneparop CioaHb CH[EN Ha KyIIeTKe, IIOTPYKEHHBIN B pa3gyMbsi. YBumes LluHb

HOs, o paccnabuncs.
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