OH pemuus crnaTh C BKIIOYEHHBIM CBETOM, HO JTaMITO4YKa ObljIa CTUIIKOM TYCKJIOM, ¥ KOMHATa
KasaJlack MpayHou. Torga oH BCTa, YTOOB HAWTH CBEYH.

Ba#i CuHx3 BHIIIEN U3 KOMHATHL ¥ HAayall PEITCS B IIKadax, HO CBe4H He Harien. OH mepeléen B
CJIeLyIOIIyi0 KOMHATY.

OT0 OblNla JepeBsHHas IBePb C MeJHEIM 3aMKOM, HO OHa He 0blla 3amepra, YTO OT/IMYAIO €€ OT
OPYTUX OBEpeN.

CornacHO UTPOBBIM IIPaBHUIaM, 3a 9TOU ABEPBIO YTO-TO CKPHIBAJIOCE.

Bait CuHX9 3aTausl ObIXaHWe U TUXO OTKPHIIT IBEPE.

[TepBoe, 4TO OH yBUAEN, Oblsia poTorpads Ha CTOJIE.

YépHas mepeBsHHAas paMKa oOpaMisiia JIUI0 MalbYuKa JIeT CEMU-BOCEMH.

Ha ¢oTo ManmbuuK OBIT C GOIBIIMME I'JTa3aMK, OCTPBEIM ITOAO0POIKOM U BREITJISIEN HauBHO. ETo
BOJIOCHI OBIITM JJIMHHBEIMHM, 3aIlJIETEHHEIMK B IBE KOCHUYKHM, YTO JeJIajio ero O0Jblle II0X0XUM Ha
KPaCHUBYIO IEBOYKY — II0 MECTHHIM OOBIYAsiM, MATbYUKOB CO CJIA0BIM 3[[0POBLEM YACTO BOCIUTHIBAIM
KaK JIeBOYKH.

Ibipky B yimax bait CHHX9 O0CTa/lNuCh KaK pa3 C TeX BPEMEH.

— 9710 Mog ¢oTorpadus, 1 gymas, TyT YTO-TO HUHTEPECHOE... — OH IIOTPOrajl MOYKY yxXa, IT0JI0XKHUJI
doTorpaduio Ha cToN U MpobopmMoTan:

— Hapo 6bI cripsATaTh 3TH O30PHBIE CHUMKH.

Ho, cobupasick yopaTh ¢poTorpaduio B SIIKUK, OH BAPYT TOYYBCTBOBAJ HEJIaMHOE.
YépHo-06esmoe ¢GOTO B YEPHOU paMKe...

910 OBIN hOpPMAT IOMUHAILHOT'O ITOPTPETA.

BalOka fHb Kavaia [MegHBEINA KOJIOKOIBYHUK], 4TO-TO O0opMoya. OHa ObljIa HAIyraHa, IO3TOMY
HepBHKYasa. Ha paccBeTe, Korma ryCTOM TyMaH OKYTaJl TOPHI, OHA IIJla BHU3 I10 CKJIOHY, Jeflas IIar u
KJIQHSSCh 10 3€MJIH, ITIOBTOPSIS 3TO CHOBA M CHOBA, II0OKA YbH-TO PYKU HE IIOTHSIIHU €€.

Babka {Hb He oCcMeUIach IOOHSATH FOJIOBY, HPOKAIIKUM I'0JI0COM IIPOU3HECS:
— CTaphiil TOTOBOP HEJIb3sT HapyIIaTh!

PYKI/I HNCYEe3JIN, U, OTKPEIB I'lTa3d, OHA YBHU[EJId, YTO B JIECY CTOUT THUIINHA, © HUKAKOI'O OTBETa HE
ImociengoBalio.

He naiims gpyroro Beixofa, 0abka fAHb moBepHYya 00paTHO.
CHHX3 BCE elllé Xaajl eé moMa.
E€ nmio6uMbIl BHYK, eMUHCTBEHHOE, YTO O0CTaNoCh OT foyepu. OHa chesiaeT BCE, YTOOB COXPAHUTD €TO0.

B oduce [[Iudy] Bce cmoTpenu Ha 3Ty ClLieHY, U aTMOc(epa 3acThlia, CJI0BHO JIE,.



HuKTO HE 0OCMeTUBaJICS 3aTOBOPUThH, U IIPUYKHA Obl/Ia TPOCTa: Ha 9KPaHe MOSIBUIICS eIllé OguH
yeoBeK. TOT, YbM PYKM MOJHSIN CTAPYIIKY, 6€39MOIMOHATBHO TOCMOTPET IIPSIMO B
HeCYIEeCTBYIOIIYI0 KaMepy. Yepe3 CeKyHIy BCe KPaHbI IIOTacily.

[Tocne TpEX CeKyH[ MaHWKU B 0price CHOBA BOlLlapujach IPUBLEIYHAsA aTMocdepa:

— Bocc peiicTBUTENTBHO COOUPAETCS PACTOPTHYTH [OpayHbIl KOHTPAKT]?

— A MOXKeT, KEeHUTLCS?

— OmubKa ¢ camMoro Hayasa, He TOT YeJIOBEK.

— KpacuBas nu ero Hepecra?

— CTaBKH croesaHb!

— He 3Halo, eé meno 6onbiie He B Begeruu [[Iudyl].

— B BoceMHamuaTh y1eT He OBIBAET HEKPACUBHIX.

— Yxke 22 Bek, Opak#u 10 JOTOBOPEHHOCTH — 3TO IPOIIIEIHM BeK! ¢ CcTaBIIO Ha pa3pHIB.

— A s Ha cBafip0y.

Bait CHHX9 IIPOCHYJICS paHo yTPoM, HO 6a0yuIku yxke He Obo. OHa OCTaBuIIa 3alKCKY, CKa3aB, YTO
yIIJIa B XpaM MOJIATECS.

OH He MOT TIlepecTaTh IyMaTh O BYepalllHeM IIOMUHAIbHOM IIOPTPeTe, ¥ YeM 0OJIbllle OH Pa3MBIIIIJISII,
TEM CTPaHHEee 3TO Ka3ajoCh.

Babyuika, KOHEYHO, 3amyTanach B MEIC/ISX, HO 3a4eM el CTaBUTh B JOMe ITOMHUHAIbHEIN IIOPTPET
CBOETO0 BHyKa?

Bait CuHX93 pelus MoroBopuTh ¢ 6abyIikoit. XpaM HaXOOUJICS Y TOMHOXKUS [ropbl Maii]. OH meén no
TPONIMHKeE B 100Ke, 1 €T0 ofiexk[a ¢ cepeOpssHbIMU OpaciieTaMu M3faBalla JETKWM 3BOH. BrII0 paHHee
yTPO, ¥ Ha MyTH K rope Mai oH Ovin ofuH. bait CUHX3 CHOBa yCIIBIIIAI 3BOH KOIOKOIbYKKa. OH
nmomyMain: «I1oxoxe Ha [ITPU3LIB AYIIHU]».

Ho TyT ke ucmyrasncs CBOe’ MBICTIH.
[ToMuHaIBHEIN IOPTPET... [IPU3BIB AYIIH]...
OH mocnemus OTOTHATh 9TU MBICIIK ¥ IPOAOJKUI IIyTh. XpaM ObLJI eI1€ faneko.

OmHaKo moJ] 3BYKH 9THX CTPAHHBIX KOJOKOJIBYMKOB OH BAPYT HAyall TEPSTh CHUIIH, TOKA He yIIas Ha
3eMJTI0 y moporu. [lepeq ero ria3aMu MenbKaju TpaBa, KYCTH, CEPHIN TYMaH, OaleKui XpaM U ero
COOCTBEHHEIE HOTH...

Baii Cuux3 I04yBCTBOBAJ, KakK OyATO IPeBPaTUICS B I'YCTYIO I'PSI3b, PACTEKAIOIIYI0CS 10 3eMJie II0f
TaJSIIUM COJTHIIEM.

OH MBICTIEeHHO 3akpuyan: «Bcé mponano! [lyiia He MOgHMMAaeETCS BBEPX, a IIafaeT BHU3 — 9TO af!»



OH oT4YasTHHO IIBITAJICS COIIPOTUBIIATECSA, XBATasACh 3a 3EMIIIO, U, IIOOHAB I'OJIOBY, YBHUIEJI, KaK K HEMY
HpI/I6HI/I}KaeTC5{ YeJIOBEK... BLICOKHH, XYI[OI.T.IaBHﬁ MYy2XK4YWHa, Ybd T€Hb, CJIOBHO 6a6qua,
OCTaHOBHJIACH IIepen HUM.

Babyuika cupena y ero KpoBaTy, Ka3ajaoch, OHa IJIaKaa.
— Bbabymka? — Bali CuHX5 NPUMIOOHSAJICS, OTJISIABIBasiCh. — Kak 5 TyT oKa3ancs?

— OXOTHUK TIpHHEC Te0s MOMOi... TH 3abosel, — 6abylinka noTporaja ero g00. — X0poIro, YTo &Kap
cnasn. Cru, BHICIIHCH, s fana Tebe IeKapCTBo.

OH XO0Ten paccKa3aTh e 0 TOMWHAIBHOM IIOPTPETE, CTPAHHOM MYKYKHE, 3BOHE KOJIOKOIBYHUKOB... HO
OHa 3aresa KOoJIs0e/IbHYI0 Hapoma Mk, Kak KOrfa-To er0 MaTh, X €T0 BeKK CTaJIK TSIKEIIBIMH,
CO3HaHMe yracaso, CJIOBHO OCTPOB, MIOTPYXKAIOIIKKACS B BoAy. Baii CHHX3 4yBCTBOBAJI CUIIbHYIO
TOJIOBHYIO 00JIb, HAXOSICh MEXKOY CHOM U SIBBIO, U OBIT KpaliHe 00€CIIOKOEH.

OH CXBaTHUI YbIO-TO PYKY U IIPOOOPMOTAI:
— B ropax uTo-TO ecTh, 3TO He 4ejIoBeK. Bylb 0CTOpOXHA, He XOOu TyAa... 0abyiika... MaMa...
TOT, KTO OCTAHOBHUJICS IIEPEN HUM... He OBLIT YeJI0BEKOM.

Ha stort pa3 Bait CuHx3 IIpoctia [0iro, ero COH OB IIYCT, KaK CHET, JIAIIL BETeP LIeJiecTell Ie-To
naneko. Beuepom ero pa30ynusn NETKUi IIIOPOX, ¥ OH C YOUBIEHUEM YBUAET Iepern co0oi
HE3HAKOMOI'0 MyXKYHHY.

OTOT 4enoBeK CUMeN Ha CTyJle Y ero KpoBaTH, a 0a0yInKy HUrge He OBLTIO.
MyxurHa I0OCMOTpEJI Ha HETOo:
— IIpocHyncsa?

Ha HéM Obla py0Oalika B TOHKYIO IIOJIOCKY, OH CHEII C IPSIMOM CIIMHOM, ero JIUI0 OBIJIO XOJIOAHBIM, a
Ha pyKaX, 3aKaTaHHHIX [I0 JIOKTeW, OBl TAaTYUPOBKU — U300paxkeHus cyiects us «Ilanp Xai
[I3uH», HACTOJIBKO PeaNMCTUYHEIE, YTO Ka3aluCh XXKUBLIMU. biuxke Bcero K bait Cunuxa OvI [3Mel
Baa], HapucoBaHHBIM Ha THUILHON CTOPOHE JIaIOHU, TIOXKUPAIOIINH CJI0OHA, YTO BRITJISAENIO KpaliHe
CTPaHHO.

Bait CHHX9, CJIOBHO 3aTUIIHOTU3UPOBAHHLIM 3MeeM, IOJIr0 He MOT IIPUHTH B ce0s, ero riasa Obiu
3aTyMaHEeHHI.

— 4 mamaH, 6a0yuIka AHb mompocuia MeHs: Te0s BBIJIEYHUTh, — CKa3all MyXkuuHa. — YT0-To 60muT?
Bait CuHX3 O4YHYyJICH:

— I'me 6abymka?

— OHa roToBwuT.

— Ilouny K Hel.

OH BCcTas ¢ KpoBaTH U, HajeBasi 00yBb, 3aMETUJI, YTO BCE elllé OBl B 100Ke.



Ero nuuo cpa3dy u3aMeHUI0Ch:
— Yro TH cmenan ¢ 6abymKoi?
Myxu4rHa I0CMOTpET Ha HEro:
— ¢ HU4ero He Hmenail.

Bair CuHX3 yCMEXHYIICH:

— He moxet ObITh. babymka HUKOTga OBl He T03BOIHMIA Tebe OMHOMY 3aiTH B MOIO KOMHATY. B
IPEBHOCTH 3a TaKO€ TOIUTb MOTJIHU.

MyX4KHa, COXpaHss CIIOKOWCTBUE, CJIeTKAa U3MEHUJICS B JIUIlE, CJIOBHO CMOTPENT Ha JypakKa:
— Ceniuac 22 Bex.

Ho, He maB eMy moroBopuTh, bait CuHX9 yKe BeIOeKal 13 KOMHATHI, HAMIPaBIsAsICh Ha KYXHIO.
KyxHs4 Oblna mycra!

Bait CuHX93 HCIyrascs, Iof03peBasi, UTo I1aMaH MoT yOuThk 6abyIIKy pafiu geHer.

On no6exaJ B KOPUAOP, HO CHOBA YCJIBIIIAJ 3BOH KOJIOKOIbYHKA, JOHOCSIIANCS U3 KOMHATHL
6abymKmu.

B nmanuke oH 6pocuics Tyna, HO B Aylle ObIJIO CTPaHHOE MIPeuyyBCTBUE: YTPOM 3BOHMIIa 6abyIiKa,
OHa MpU3bIBaa AYIIY... YbIO OYLIy?

Babyuika fAHb Ky1aHSAIaCh, 3BOHS B KOJIOKOJIBYMK U CMOTPS Ha CTEHY.

Tyk.

Tyk.

OTOT 3BYK, ITOXO0XKUH Ha YAAPH O CTEHY, OBLI UMEHHO TaKUM.

— Brarocosu...

— [BpauHbIii KOHTPAKT]...

— XKu3Hb...

Bait CunHx3 cXBaTHUIICS 3a PyUKY OBEPH, C YIUBIIEHUEM TJIA[d Ha CTEHY: TaM HUYero He ObLIO.
Babyurka, eé 6reHOe NUIIO, TTOJIHOE COXKaJleHus, cKa3aa:

— Babymrka He MOXKeT pellaTh, 3T0 OeCI0Ie3HO.

— YTo TH MMeeIb B BUAY? — OH He MOHUMaJ. — babyIka, Tl MonuIbCcsa 6oraM? KTo 9TOT YenoBek
CHapyxu?

— OH... OH IIaMaH, — 6&6YU.IK& IIOJIOKHUJIAa KOJIOKOJIbYHUK.

— Babymrka, MBI He IOJIKHBEI 3aHUMAThCS cyeBepusiMu. Ecnu g 3a6oesn, HyXKHO exaTh B O0JIbHUILY, a



He€ K TaKHM IllaMaHaM.

Ero cnoBa 3By4danu HeyOe[UTeIbHO, Belb OH ¥ caM yKe He ObU1 yBepeH. CTpaHHBIM TOPOJOK Y,
HaBepHsAKa, ObUI TOJIOH MUCTUKY, NHa4Ye OTKyHa OBl B3SAIUCh BCE 3TH CTPAHHBIE COOBITHS.

Babyuika He 0TBeTHIa, €€ IyCTOM B3TJIAL IIPOIIENT CKBO3b HETO U OCTAHOBUIICS Ha OBEPHU.
Y nBepwu CcTOAN IIaMaH.

— {1 yX0XKy, — CKa3ajl MyXK4YuHa.

Babyurka cipocuna:

— He ocranemscsa noects?

OH nokayaJ rojioBoH.

PykaBa My>K4YUHBI OBLIM OMYINEHE!, CKPEIBAs TATYUPOBKH, U BUOHA ObIIa TOIHKO ITOJIOBHHA T'OJTOBEI
3Mes ¥ HOTa CJIOHA Ha THUTBHOM CTOPOHe NafoHu. bait CMHX3 MOJT4asl, MOHO3PUTEIbHO TePeBOIUIT
B3rJIsi ¢ 6a0yInKy Ha IamMaHa, gyMas: «IllamMaHKa ¥ 11aMaH... OHU CTOBOPHUINCE. f He 6oJesn, 9To He
OBITIO OOJIE3HBIOY.

Babyurka mpoBoguia aMaHa 4o ABEPH, a 3aTeM oTunuTana bait CuHxa:

— IToueMmy TH He OOIArOgapPHUI HOKTOPa? ITO OH TeOs pa3bymui. Korga moogu 60I€I0T B TOpax, ux
OYIIH 9aCTO YHOCST TOPHBIE MYXH, ¥ TOJBKO IIIAMaH MOXKET WX BEPHYTh.

ABTOpCKOG IIpuMeYdYaHue: I'maBHBIN repoﬁ: 3ar[peu.1eHo XOIOUTE T'OJIBIM.
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