JIu Cio#i ¢ TPyooM MOMHSIJICS Ha HOTH, He OCMEeJIMBasICh BHIIPSIMUTHCS MTOTHOCTHIO, ¥, CTOPOUBIIHCS,
MenyieHHo nobpascs fo Kpas nogku. OGepHYBIINCH K OCTAIbHBIM, OH KPUKHYIT:

— Hprl"afITe! ITocne IIPBIKKa HOCTapafITeCB OTHJIBITh KaK MOXKHO HasbIlle OT 10aKu. — MHaue
CTOJIKHOBEHME C TAKHUM OOJIBIINM CYODHOM MO2KET OKa3adaTbCs CMEPTEJILHBIM.

B ToT MoMeHT, Korfa JIu Cio#t cobupascs IpeTHYTh B BOAY, K HEMY ORICTPO nofgbexkas 4eJoBeK U
CYHYJI €My YTO-TO B PYKY.

— Yt0 310? — OH He MOT pa3raggeTh JIUIO0 Yell0BeKa, IT03TOMY IIPOCTO CIIPOCHIIL.
ToT 3anmHasCh TPOU3HEC [IBa MCKaKEHHBIX CJI0Ba:
— II3Hb YKU.

JIn Cio¥i y3Has royoc I0HOIIX U3 OPYTroro IJIeMeHU U Ha MTHOBeHUE yauBUiCs. [TollymnaB mpegMeT B
PYKe, OH ITOHSIJI, UYTO 3TO BEPEBKA, U B €T0 CeP/lle BCILIXHYIIA PAflOCTh.

— TlocTapaiiTech HAWTU TO, YTO MOXKHO CBSI3aTh, ¥ COEMUMHUTECH [0 HECKOJILKO YeJIOBEK, YTOOH He
TIOTEPSITBCS APYT ApYyTa.

Ha mopke OBITIO JOCTATOYHO BEPEBKH, U BCe OLICTPO pa3feNuiuch Ha ITpynnel. Hanuune psapmom
TOBAPHIIEH HEMHOT0 PacCesiyio CTPaxX B UX Cephlax.

— Bepa, B TproM IocTynaet Bofga! — KTO-TO TPOMKO KPUKHYII.

— B Bomy, 6ricTpO!

OrpomHas BOJIHa HaKphljla JIOOKY, ¥ II0JIOBUHA JII0el 0OKa3ajach B BOJE.
JIuup YKao 3akpuyan:

— He nanukyiiTe, 3auTUTEe KHA35!

OcraBmuecs HeMeJIEHHO Ha4ya/lli JeldCTBOBaTh: OOHA I'PYIa OKPYXKujia MaJleHbKYI0 IPUHIECCY U
JTto Illy, a mpyras — JIu Cros, mocjie 4ero Bce MPBITHYIA B BOAY.

B ﬁypHOM IIOTOKE PEKU JIIOOU CPa3y XKe IIOTEPAIIN CIIOCOOHOCTH OBUTATHCS, UX IIPOCTO HECIIO
T€4YeHHueM.

JIu Croii, TOJIBKO YTO IPBEITHYB B BOXY, ObLI OTOPOIIIEH [ajieKo, HO Oi1aromapst BEPeBKe, K KOTOPOH
OBLTH ITPUBSI3AHEI eIlle JeCSTOK YeJI0OBEK, IPEeUMYIIeCcTBO TPEHUPOBOK CTAI0 OYEeBUAHBIM. X3 LI3yHb U
conpgaTe apMuu FOUMUHB OBICTPO OKPYKUIIM €ro, Hafle’KHO 3allfuIlas B IIeHTpe.

JIu Cro¥t 0ffHO# PYKO# IepaKasl TOPJSHKY, & OPYTOM TSHYJ BEPEBKY, IJIBIBS IO TOBEPXHOCTU BOJIHL.
Co0OpaBImuCh C MBICTSIMU, OH CKa3al:

— ITocTapaiiTech LT BIIPABO BIepe. Ecu KTO-TO CMOXKET YXBAaTUThCS 3a BETKH Ha Gepery, 3To
OymeT umeasnbHO.

9T1oT nporecc OblT HenerkuM. B crokoiinoi peke JIu Croit Mor Gbl 1eTK0 mo6paTthcs o Gepera, HO
celfuac, IIpu CUJIbHOM BETPe U MOXK[e, OH MOT TOJIbKO CTApaThCs AePXKaThCs Ha IIIaBy.

JTrome#t GBICTPO YHECTIO ajieKo. B mryme BeTpa M MO CIBIIIANCS AeTCKuH 1nad, u JIlu Cioi He MOT



pa3o0paTh, IIaYeT JIM MaJleHbKas mpuHIiiecca unu ['s Yxky. B ero cepaiie cMeInanuch TPeBora u
0EeCIIOMOIIHOCTE.

— IIpoknsaToe Hebo! — ¢ rHeBOM Bhipyrasncs Jiu Ciou.
B 3TOT MOMEHT KTO-TO KPUKHYII:
— 4 yxBaTuics 3a BETKY!

JIu Croii mo4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK BepeBKa HATSHYJACh, ¥ €r0 MOTIHYJO BpaBo. He ycnen ox
0o0pazoBaThCs, KaK yCIIBIIIa:

— AW, BeTKa CIoMasach...

JIu Ciou mogyMail, 4TO ero CHOBa yHeCeT TeYeHUEM, HO B CJIEAYIOIIYI0 CEKYHIY YbS-TO PyKa
oOxBaTujIa €ro 3a TaJuil0. 3aTeM, C TOMOINLI0 YeTr0-TO, UTO OH iepraJl, YeJIOBEK BHIIIPHITHYJI U3 BOLH,
u B ymax JIu Cros paspgarncs ronoc Xs LI3yHs:

— Bce mepxutech 3a BEPEBKY!
— AMH... — KTO-TO BCKPUKHYJI, KTO-TO 3aKpuyall.

JIu CioM He MOT pasriisfeTh, YTO IPOUCXOAUT BOKPYT, HO ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro TejI0 0TOPBajoCh OT
BOfbI, 1 X3 LI3yHb, IepKa ero, MPHTHY Ha BeTKY. Peakmust X3 LI3yHs Oblla MOMTHUEHOCHOM: OH
BBITAIIUII KUHIKAJ, TIepepe3all BepeBKy Ha Teje JIu Cios u ¢ cunon Opocun ero Ha Oeper.

JIu Croii MBICTIEHHO BHIPYTaCs:
— Yepr!

9TOT cenoi 6POCOK MOT IPUBECTHU K YeMy yrogHo. OH IIO4yBCTBOBAJ, KaK UYTO-TO CKOJIb3HYJIO 110 €T0
TEeJIy, HO OH yKe OHeMeJI ¥ He olyIas 0011, 3aTeM OH TSXKeJo yral Ha TpaBy.

B momenT npusemienus Jiu Cioii rimy00KO BEIIOXHYII, BEIIIIIOHYB ITIECOK U30 PTa. B ero ceppte
BCIIBIXHYJIA PafOCTh OT TOTO, YTO OH BBIXKUJI. B rojioBe mpoMebKHYyIa MBICTE: «[IepekuB BEeIUKYIO
6eny, 00si3aTeNbHO GyIeT cYacThe».

JIu Crou mepekaTHusICs 110 TpaBe, IIpeXae YeM MOOHATHCA. BoJib 10 BCEMY Tejly MTHOBEHHO
BEPHYJIaCh.

— 9T0 HeOO CIelnuraabHO My4YaeT MeHS, TOIbKO 3aKU/IM CTaphble PaHHl, a y2Ke IOSIBUJIKCH HOBHIE.
Y Hero He ObIJIO BpeMeHU Ha pa3MblnuieHus. OH KPUKHYI B CTOPOHY PEKH:

— X3... My Jlans!

— 3pmech! — MIHOBEHHO OTBeTHUI X9 LI3yHb.

OH BHCEJ Ha BETKE, a npyroﬁ KOHEIl BEPEBKH, KaK 6YI[TO CBsI3BIBAJI JECATOK YEJIOBEK. HeKOTOpBIe n3
HHUX TOXK€ YXBATHUIIMCE 3d BETKHU U IIBITAJINCh 3&6paTBCﬂ HaBepX, OPpyrue Bce ele OBLTIH B BOfME.

X9 113yHb, 4TOOH yIepKaTh 3TUX JIIOfIel, He OTIyCKall BepeBKy. B ero cepiie 3apomuioch CUIbHOE
37I0€ XeJlaHue — Iepepe3aTh BePeBKY U OPOCUTE CoNmaT apMuu FOWIUHL B BOAY.



B ero ceppue apmust FO#nuHb OblTa IPOCTO MPUCIYKHUKAMU UMIIepaTopa. HeHaBUCTh K HUM OBIIa
€CTEeCTBEHHOM, HO Cpefy HuX OblI U ero OBIBIIKE APY3bs, C KOTOPHIMU OH KOTHA-TO ITUPOBA U
CMeSIICA.

OH He MOT 3TOr0 COenarTh!

Bckope Bce, KTo OBl B Bofe, 3a6panuch 1mo BepeBke. Kaxmrii Hatenn cebe BETKY, YTOOBI IIOBUCHYTS,
TSI2K€eJI0 [IbIIIa, KaK pbifa Ha TPaHUd CMEPTH.

— Baire BricouecTBo, BCe B mopsigke?
X9 [I3yHb HE 0TBETHII, @ CIIPOCHII:
— Bce BrIOpanucy?

Kaxnrpiii Ha3Ban cBoe uMs, 1 X9 1[3yHb, yOeOuBIINCH, YTO BCe HAa MeCTe, HeMeJIeHHO Ilepepe3arl
BEPEBKY, CIPHITHYJI C BETKU U HanpaBuics K Jlu Coro.

JIu Croii, yCTbIIIaB IIard, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJICS, HO €r0 TYT Ke OXBaTujla HOBas BOJIHA TPEBOTH:
— He 31a10, Kak Tam lly-3p u ocTanbHEIE.
Y Hero He ObIIO BpEMEHU Ha OTOBIX. YBUIEB, YTO BCe Ha Gepery, OH HeMe[JIeHHO OTall MpUKas3:

— [lo paccBeTa ellle ecTb BpeMs. [locTapaiiTeCh HAaUTU YKPEITAE OT HDOXKOA. ECy nomy4urcs
pa3BecTH OTOHbL, 3T0 OymeT uneanbHO. CBeT moMoxkeT KomaHpayiomeMy JIMHb U IPYTUM HAWTH Hac.

I'pynna nmoopeu aBuHYyNach Biepen, 3amwuimas JIu Cros. X9 LI3yHb CHSJI CBOIO OfeXIy U IOOHAJ ee Haf
roJioBoit JIu Ciost, 9TOOBI 3aIIUTUTh €0 OT JOXKAs. XOTs ofexkaa Oblia yKe MOKPOH U C Hee Kallasa
BOJIa, 9TO BCe PaBHO OBIJIO IyYIlle, YeM CTOSTh IIOJ] HOKIEM.

JIu Cio¥t B 3TOT MOMEHT Obl11 TPOHYT. OH TONKHYJ PyKy X9 L[3yHs U cKa3an:
— He Hapo Tak. TBou paHH elrle He 3axumu, 6eperu ceods.
X3 LI3yHb MOT4an u He yOpas ogexkay, HECMOTPS Ha ero CJIOoBa.

JIu Croit 6ombinie He HacTauBas. OH IIeN 1Mo I'PSI3U Y PEKH, TO U [eJI0 IPOBaIuBasich HoraMu. Ero
00yBb IMOTEPSIIaCh B BOOE, ¥ HeXKHbIe CTYITHY ObIIM MOPe3aHbl TPABOM M KAMHSIMM, HO OH He U3[ajl HU
3BYyKa, IPOAOJIXKASA UATH.

OH 3HaJ, 4To cpeou 9TOU T'PVYIIIIEI HaBEPHAKA OBLIH U Te, KTO IIOTEPAIL 06YBB, HO OHH TO2K€ MOJI4alJiy,
N OH MOT TepIIETEk.

OHY IITM HEU3BECTHO CKOIBKO BpeMeHu. KTo-To cKasas, 4To JoxK[b 0cjial, a KTO-TO 3aMETUJI CBET
Brepenu. OHU OBUHYIIKUCH B TY CTOPOHY U HAaKOHEI] YBUOENH C1a0blii OTOHEK, MepIIaloIIuil B TEMHOTE.

Korga oHu nmopgoInu 6J'II/I}KG, 0Ka3aJIOCh, YTO 3TO MaJiIeHbKas OEePEBHA C IE€CATKOM OOMOB, HO TOJIBKO B
OOHOM K3 HUX I'OPEJI CBET.

— 4 noctyuycs, — ckasan 1|34 ITun, u JIu Cioit yBunen, Kak KTo-T0 OBICTPO mpobexkas MUMO HETO.

XOTs 3TO Ha3bIBAIOCh «IIOCTY4YaThCA», 35 I[Iun IIPOCTO BOPBAJICA B TOM. BCKOpe HU3HYTPHU
IIOCIIBIIIAJICA KPHK:



— KT0 BHI Takoi?

HewusBecTHO, 4TO cKa3an LI3s [11uH, HO BCKOpPEe OH BHIIIEN C pBaHBIM 30HTHKOM, YTOOH BCTPETUTH JIn
Cros1.

— Kus3p, 3axogute. 4 Besen X035Ke BCKUNSITUTD BOAY.

JIu Croit mogymain: « MoXKHO I 3TO Ha3BaTh BTOPXKEHUEM B UyxKoiu foM?» Ho, HeCMOTpS Ha 3TO, OH
YBEPEHHO BOIIIeNT BHYTPG.

B 3TOM gome ObLIIO TPM KOMHATEL, ¥ B LIEHTPE HaXOOuics 00JbIIoi 3ai. TaM CTOSIM IBOE MYKYHWH,
IIOX0K¥e Ha OTIA U ChIHA, SIBHO HEPBHUYAS.

JIu Ciou YyBCTBOBaAJI cebst HEJIOBKO 3a TO, UTO IIOTPEBOZKUIJI UX IIOCPEeIN HOYHM, M BEXKIINBO CKa3all:

— HW3BuHUTE 3a 6eCIOKOMCTBO. MEI IIOTIA/IK B IITOPM Ha JIOOKE U efiBa CIIaC/INCh. MOXKeM T MBI
IepeHo4YeBaTh y Bac?

Ompmexna JIu Crost ObI7Ia MOKPOM U IIPUJIUIIIA K TeJly, IOgYepKuBasi ero CTpoiHyiwo ¢urypy. Ero
BHEIITHOCTH Oblza BRIOAONIENCS, U JaXe B TAKOM COCTOSTHUM MOXKHO OBIJIO TIOHSITh, YTO OH U3 3HATHOM
cembH. Ero mMsArkue cioBa OBICTPO YCIIOKOUIH MYKYHH.

Crapumy MyK4rHa CKa3al:

— Huuero crpamnoro. ITpucaxupaiitecb. Mos XKeHa yKe KUISATUT BOAY, CKOPO IIPUTOTOBUT BaM
UMOUPHBIY CyTI, YTOOBL COTPETHCH.

JIu Croit mobGarogapuit:
— Bonrimoe cacu6o.

Mornonoi MyKYrHa IPUCTANIbHO CMOTpPes Ha JIu Cios, ¥ ero B3TJIsSH ObIJT HACTOJIBKO OTKPOBEHHEBIM,
YTO Ka3aJ0Ch, OH BOT-BOT COPBET C Hero ofmexnay. JIu Cioi, 3aMeTHUB 3TO, JIUILIb HaXMyPHUJICI U
nopyMain: «HeyXenu s BCTPETUI OPEeBHET0 roMoceKkcyanucTa? Jlaxke B TaKOM COCTOSSHUM OH MOXKET
CMOTPETh Ha MEHS C BOXKaeneHueM. KakoB BKycC!»

Ho 970 6511 IeiCTBUTENIHHO OECXUTPOCTHBIM TiyTiel]. Mx ObIJI0 TaK MHOTO, & OH OCMEJIUJICS ITPOSBIAThH
K HeMYy TaKue MBIC/IU. BUIUMO, OH He 3HaeT, 4YTO TaKOe CMEpPTh.

**MaeHbKas clieHa:**
JIu Croiu:

— YepT BO3bMH, 3TO MPOKJISITOE HEOO CIelraabHO U30eBaeTCs Hamo MHOKW? To TpaBMEI, TO ajeHue B
BOJy, alOT JIX MHE BOOOIIe IIIaHC BHIKUTH?

[Tpoknsitoe HEOO:
— He BUHM MeHsI, BUHU aBTOpA.
JIu Croi:

— 3BY4HT JIOTUYHO. ABTOD, Bhixonu! ['me obeliaHHbIM OPEOT TTIaBHOT'O Ieposi?



llaxg MuH:

— IlepexuB Benukyo Oeny, 00sg3aTeIbHO OyHeT cuacThe, CYacCThe...
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