[TpumepHo yepe3s monyaca JIio [y geficTBUTENbHO MPHUIIEN. Boias, OH CHavyala 3aKpHUT BCe OKHA U
[IBEpH, 3allep WX, a 3aTeM CJIE3bl 3aKalajiy Y Hero u3 ria3. Ero mmay HauwHAaICS TUXO0, HO
TIOCTETIEHHO yCUTUBACs. [Ipoiasi HECKOIBKO KOPOTKHX IIar0B, OH CJIOBHO ITPEOMO0JIENT MyTh B CTO
THICSTY JIM, TIOCTIE YET0 PYXHYJ Ha KoyeHu nepen JIu CioeM u 3aphigar:

— Bamre BricouecTBo... 970 XKe X3 LI3yHs, 910 X5 LI3yHB! V-y-y...

JIu Cro#i Ob11 ommennoMiiéH. Mmst X3 LI3yHb OH 3HANT — 3TO OBUT HAYaJIbHUK JIMYHON OXPaHEI
HacJIeJHWKA IIPecToyia B BocTOYHOM OBOPIlE, OMMH U3 CAMEIX HOBEPEHHHIX IPUOIHKEHHEIX.

OH 00/Tu3HYI TepecoxiIre TyOrl ¥ C TPYAOM BhITABHUIL:
— Kak oH Mor TaM oka3aTbcs? U ero nuo...

— 4 He ycIlen ero pacCIpoCUTh. Y3HaB, 1 Cpa3y XKe BHIKYIIUII eTo0, Y-y-y... KHa3b, ecnu X3 LI3yHb B
TAKOM COCTOSTHUH, TO 4YTO XK€ C OCTaJIbHBEIMHU... f 60I0Ch Jaxke AyMaTh!

JIu Cio¥t mPOTSHYT PYKY, YTOOBI YTEIIHUTD €TI0, HO 3aMETHJI, UTO ero COOCTBEHHAs pyKa ApoxuT. OH
OBICTPO CIIPSITAl €€ B pyKaB U CKa3aJl APOKAaLIUM T'OJI0COM:

— He cnemnm, Henb3s cnemuTs. CHavyasa mociyiiaeM, 4To ckaxeT X3 LI3yHb. MoXKeT OBITh... MOXKET
OBbITH, BCE HE TaK, KaK THl IyMaellb.

JIn Cioli 4yBCTBOBaJ CUIbHOE 0€CIIOKOMCTBO. ITO YYBCTBO OBIJIO €My He CBOMCTBEHHO — HaBepHIKa
IIPEXKHUYM XO035MH Tejla CHOBA fiaBajl 0 ceOe 3HaTh. OH BIUJICS HOTTSIMHU B JIQMIOHB, IyMasi PO ce0s:
«BONIBHO-TO MHE, IIEYANIbHO-TO MHE, HO T'Ie K€ Thl CIIPSTAJICS, IPEeXKHUMN X03IHUH?»

— JlagHo, TOKa HUKOMY He roBopH. [Ipomonxkait BecTu cebs Tak, OyaTo He 3HaeIb X3 LI3yHs, 4TOOH!
HUKTO He 3aromo3pun. O0CyouM BCE BEUEPOM.

— Cnyuacs.
— Wmu ymotics. Ecnu TH BRIMIEIIs B TAKOM BUJIE, BCE Cpa3y MOMMYT, YTO YTO-TO HE Tak.

JTio [y rpy0o BRITEP JUII0 PYKaBOM, 3aTEM JOCTAJl U3 KapMaHa KOpoOOUYKYy C pyMsiHaMM ¥ Hadall
HAHOCUTb UX Ha JIUIIO0, TOKA OHO HE CTaJI0 KPACHBIM, KaK 00e3bsSHbs 3agHHUIIA. 3aTEM OH BHIIIE IO
YOUBIEHHBIM B3rIsiIoM JIu Crosl.

JIu Cio¥ MpUUMOKHYJI, IOAyMaB: «HeyxKenu 3TOT napeHsb, TULIKABIINCH My2KCKOT0 JOCTOMHCTBA,
HayvaJl pa3BUBAThCS B JKEHCKOM HallpaBlieHUU? MOXKeT, MHe CTOUT II0TOM HalTHh eMy MyxKa?»

JTro Illy BEIIIEN PACIOPSIOUTLCS HACUET CETOMHSIIHUX MOKYIIOK. OH mocenun X3 LI3yHs B cBoeH
KOMHaTe, 00BSICHUB 3TO YOOOCTBOM yXofa 3a paHeHbIM. OCTaIbHBIX TPOUX, HE HAUAS /IS HUX MECTa,
BPEMEHHO Pa3MeCTH/IH B IPOBSIHOM capae.

3aTeM OH I03BaJ JeKaps AHs, 4To6u TOT ocMoTpen Bcex. Kpome Xa LI3yHs, ocTanbHbIE OBITH B
nopsigke. Y I's Yxy Oblna UG IPOCTY/Ia, ¥ IIPY CBOEBPEMEHHOM JIeYeHUM OHa OBICTPO
IIOIIPaBUIAaCh.

Ho ¢ oxxoramu Ha nuiie X3 L[3yHs nekappb dHb HUUEro He Mor mopenaTth. OH JIUIIL HAHEC Ma3b, YTOOH
yMeHBIIUTEL 601b, HO MU0 X3 LI3yHs ObI0 ©3ypPOAOBaHO HaBCeTa, BOCCTAHOBIIEHUIO He TIOAJIeKallo.

Y3Has 970, JIio llly cHOBa cipsiTancs U IMpoIjakai enbii Bedep. Haxe JIu Cioi HEBOJIbHO IIPOPOHHUIT
napy CIles.



X3 LI3ysb Ovin He moxoxk Ha JIo Lly. JIio Iy ¢ geTcTBa O6bT €BHYXOM, CITyTOM. X9 L[3yHb XKe OBl
CHIHOM YMHOBHMKA. B mecsAaTuieTHeM Bo3pacTe ero oTobpasayu B IMYHYI0 OXpPaHy HacllegHUKA
IIPECToa, ¥ C TeX Iop ero cygbba Oblla HEPa3pHBHO CcBsi3aHa ¢ JIu CioeM. Mexny HUMHU OBLIN He
TOJIBKO OTHOILIEHXS TOCIOAMHA U MOTYMHEHHOTO, HO ¥ IpYyK0a, ¥ IPEeXHUN X035IUH NOBEPS eMy
IIOJIHOCTBIO.

['ny0oKoit HOYbI0 TEMHAs TeHb OeCIIyMHO MpuOnu3unack K nokosiMm JIu Cios. YOeOuBIIHMCh, YTO
BOKPYT HMKOTO HET, TEHb IIPOCKOJIb3HYIa B OKHO. BCcKope mBephb OTKpHUIaCk, ¥ JIio Iy, kak 06bIYHO,
BCTAJI HA HOYHYIO CTPaXy y BXOla, BpeMsI OT BpeMeHH 3eBasi, HO eT'0 B3I OBl SICEH U OOUTEeH.

[TosiBnenue X3 LI3yHs Ha priHKe paboB Ob110 aOCOMIOTHO HEHOPMaIbHEIM. 3[IeCh TIOBCIONY OBbIITA
cornspaTtau ummnepaTopa, u JIro [y He Mor He OBITH HACTOPOXKeE.

B xomHuarte JIu Cro¥ Ipu TYCKJIOM CBETE JIaMIIbl BHUMATEIbHO pa3riaaabiBai Muio Xa L3yHa u TsaxKeno
B3[IOXHVIT:

— 41 Tebs mogBén. CunpHO OOIUT?
X3 LI3yHb KpUBO YILIOHYJICS, U YIbIOKa BhIlIa 6€300pa3Hok:
— Batre BricouecTBo, He meyanbTech. T0, YTO g OCTaJICS B KUBHIX, Y2Ke BeJIUKas yaaya.

Ero rosmoc ObIT XPHUIIIIBIM, SIBHO IIOCTPafAaio ropio. Y JIu Cios 3aIieMusio B HOCy, OH C TPYOOM
coepxuBan 00k B CepAIe:

— Pacckaxu, 4TO MPOU30IIIO ITOCJie MOero oTwe3aa? I'me octanbabie? Y KaK TH 0Ka3asiCs B
KapaBaHe 4yKe3eMHBIX TOPTOBIIER?

X3 LI3yHb OIIyCTHII TOJIOBY U JOITO MoJdas. Bce ero teno apoxano. JIlu Cioil Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aX0Tell
OCTaHOBUTH €TI0 — OH 00SJICS CIyIIaTh U He XOTeJl 3aCTaBIATh X3 LI3yHsa CHOBa IepeXuBaTh TOT
yXac.

— TEL... — TOJIBKO HayaJsl OH, KakK X3 LI3yHb 3aroBOpuI:

— Kaxk Tonpko Bartie BricouecTBO OKHHYIM IBOPEL], TPUCTA YEJI0BEK JIMYHON OXPaHbI OBITH
cxBaueHH. Ero BenuuectBo 6pocui Hac B MOA3EMHYIO TIOPbMY, CKa3aB, YTO OTIIYCTUT, KOTa
BHISICHUTCS Hallla HEIIPUYAaCTHOCTE K 3aroBOPY. MBI HUYEro He MOTJIX [IOfeN1aTh, TOJIBKO KA.
CeMbu KaXkOoro XofaTarCcTBOBau nepen Ero BennyecTBoM, yMOIISS O CHACXOXKAEHUMN.

M&I gymMany, 4To XyAIIKM HCXoOoM OyIeT CChIKa Ha THICAUY I U oOpalneHue B pabcTo. Ho... ogHOM
HOYbIO BHE3AITHO SIBUJICS OTPS[ UMIIEPATOPCKOM rBapauu... — X3 LI3yHb ITOgaBUIICs, 3aTEM T'TyX0
IIPOOOIKUII:

— OHM IpUIITY ¥ Havyaau youBaTh. Halm pyku ¥ HOTH OBLIM CBSI3aHBI, MBI HE MOTJIH
COTIPOTHUBIISATLCS, TOJTBKO CMOTPEJIH, KaK OJHOT0 3a IPyruM yOuBaloT Hamux OpaTheB. Korma ouepens
IOIIJIa 10 MEHS... ST AyMaJl, 4To KoHell. Ho TOT 4YeloBeK IMoYeMy-TO APOTHY, KIMHOK YAapui B IPYab,
HO He HaHEeC CMePTEeNbHOU PaHHI.

[Tocne 9TOTO OHM BHIBE3JIM HAIHU TeJIa 3a TOPOf ¥ COXKIiu. OKOTHY Ha JIUIE 5 MOJTyYus TOTaa. MHe
ymanoch cOekaTh U3 OTHS ¥ OBUHYTHCS Ha IOT. B yTH 51 BCTPETHJI KapaBaH TOProBLEB-BapBapoB. OHU
He X0oTeNu OpaTh MeHs U3-3a TSAKENBIX PaH, HO S J0OPOBOJILHO 1pofai ce0s B pabCTBO, ¥ TOTTla OHU
COTJIACUJIUCH B3STh MeHs ¢ coboii. Tak s u mobpascsa mo Llanuxoy.



¢ mnaHUpPOBaJ, YTO, €Ba ONPaBUBIINCEL, COETY U3 KapaBaHa ¥ OTIIPABIIIOCH Ha IOT MCKATh Balre
BricouecTBo. He myman, 4To BCTpeuy Bac 30€eCh.

JIu Cro¥i 3aKpHII JIAI0 PYKAMH, CIE3EI JTUIKCh PyYbEM. B Tpyau mbIIaa oroHb. 9TO OBIIO cCaMoe
CUJIBHOE SMOIMOHAIbHOE MMOTPSICeHNe C MOMEHTa ero BO3poxXaeHus. [laxke B MeHb Ka3HU CeMbH XaHb
OH He UCHILITEIBAJI TaKO! OOJIH.

OH 3Hal, 4TOo Ccyab0a 3TUX TPEXCOT TEJIOXPaHUTeNel Oblla CBsi3aHa C CyAb0OM MPEKHEro X03siuHa, HO
He 0XKHUMAJ, YTO UMIIEPATOP OKAXKETCST HACTOJIBKO XKECTOK.

Cembs XaHb 3acilyKUBajla CMEPTU — OHU COBEPIIUIN HeponycTuMoe. Ho 4eM IpOBUHUIUCE TPUCTA
HU B YEM He MTOBUHHLIX TeJI0XpaHuTenel? [loueMy OHY HOKHEI ObLIM YMEPETh?

— Tonbko TH oguH cOexkan? — xpumo cupocun Jiu Croi.

— Ia! Baie BricouecTBo... — X3 1[3yHb TSKeJI0 ONYCTUIICA Ha KOJIEHU, CIIMHA ero Oblla IpsIMOii, 1
OH TBEPHO CKa3all:

— Barme BricouecTBo, BbI TOHMMaeTe MOM YyBCTBA? OTH TPUCTa OpPaTheB BRIPOCIIH C HAMHU, MbI OBITTH
BMeCTe ODHEM U HOYBIO, HAC CBSI3HIBAJIM I'Ty0OKas MPUBSI3aHHOCTH U JONAT. Ho... HO UX BEIpE3anu y
MeHs Ha riia3ax. Bae BricouecTBo, 1 HeHaBUXKY!

X3 LI3yHb He CMOT CcHOepxKaTh NPUTTYIIEHHBIX DEIIAHUN:

— He cTaHy CKpHIBaTh, 5 IOJI0H HEHABUCTH, XKaXay yOuTh... Korga-Hubyns s1 oToMIy 3a OpaTheB.
Ecnu Bl He ogoOpsieTe, s1 MOTY YHUTH.

JIu Cio¥t OTIyCTHUJI PYKH, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJICS, 3aTEM IIOMOT €My TIOAHSAThCS. [T/ Ha ero
M3yPOOOBaHHOE JIUI0, OH YyYBCTBOBAJI TYIIyi0 O0Ib B TPYOH:

— He roBopu 06 yxoge. d Haiay criocod 0OTOMCTUTH 3a HuX. Tebe omHOMY He CIIpaBUTHCS. OTHHIHE THI
Oymerb 3BaThC X9 JlaHb. TBOM 0Tell — U3 Hapo#a IgH, MaTh — XaHbKa. JIuIo Tebe U3ypogoBamu
yyxke3eMusl. [ToHAN?

X5 LI3yHb TOPXKECTBEHHO IIOKJIOHUJICA T'OJIOBOY [0 IOJIa:
— Cnyumarcs.

JIu Ciou He COMKHYIJI I'lta3 BCIO HOYb, ITIPOCHUIOEB B KPeECIIE. 'ues B ero cepAue O0JIrO He YTUuXall. Y Hero
dazKe BO3HHUK IIOPEIB HEMEOJIEHHO BEPHYTLECSA B CTOJIUIY 1 CBECTH CUYETHI C HMIIepaTOpOM.

axe ecmu OH He ObLUT OJIM30K C 3TUMM TPEMS COTHSIMM CTPAXKHUKOB, YCIIBIIIIAB TaK0oe, HEBO3MOXKHO
OBLIIO OCTABATHCS CIIOKOMHEIM. MiIMIlepaTop, CIIOCOOHBIM Ha TaKoe, — TUPaH, ¥ TAKOMY IIPABUTEJTIO
Jydlile TOCKOpee yMepeThb, YTOOL He HaBlieKaTh OencTBul Ha IlogHeOecHYyIO.

Ho JIu Cro#t He OBIJT UMITYTbCUBHBIM YeI0BeKOM. Ecu Gkl OH OCMeNUICS IIOBePHYTh Ha3al, Med JIuHb
YKa0, BEPOSITHO, B IIEPBYIO OYepenb OTCEK OBl eMy I'0JIOBY. YMUPATh TakK — HE CTOUT.

Ha cremytoiiee yTpo MajleHbKast IPUHIIECCA, KaK 00bIYHO, MpHIIIa B moKou JIu Cosi mo3aBTpaKaTh.
YBupes crodiero psagoM ¢ JIu CroeM ypoaIuBoro MyXK4rHY, OHa BCKPHUKHYJIa OT CTpaxa.

JIn Cio#i mocnernun o0HSATh €€ U YCIIOKOUTh:

— Illy-ap, He 6ocs. ITO HOBBLIY CTPaXKHUK, KOTOPOTO 51 Kynui. OH IPOCTO CTPALTHEHbKUM Ha BUJ, HO



XOPOIIXY YeJIOBEK.
X3 lI3yHb OCHEITHO OTBEPHYJICS, 3aKPhUI I'J1a3a, B KOTOPBIX TAUIUCH yKac U rOpeyb.

Marnenbkas npuHIlecca IPUKpHIIa I1a3a JafolikaMy, HO CKBO3b LIENOYKY MeX[Y MasibllaMu
YKpajKoii pa3risigbiBana MyXK4uHy. [1epBeIi B3rIsA 0e3 MOAr0TOBKY AeWCTBUTEBHO IIyTal, HO,
HaCTPOUBIINCE, OHA y2Ke He TakK 005/1ach.

[TpuCcMOTPEBIINCE, OHa BAPYT YAUBIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA, OMyCTUIa PYYKH, BEIpBanach u3 00baTuii JIlu
Cros u mogbexarna K X3 LI3yHIo c3aau.

OHa m€pHYyJa ero 3a MoJjy OfeXObl U CKOMaHOoBama:

— T#I, mOBEepPHUCH!

X5 LI3yHb XpUIIIO CKa3al:

— Bam nogpmanubii 6e306pa3eH BHEIIHe, MOXKET UCITyTaTh MaJleHbKYI0 IPUHIECCY.

— 4 Tebs 3HAI, — OETCKUM T'OJI0COK MaJIeHbKOM IPUHIIECCH ITPO3ByYall B yIIax BCEX
IPUCYTCTBYIOUMX. X3 [[3yHb HEBOILHO 00EPHYJICS U C YOUBIIEHMEM BCTPETUJICS C €€ YUCTHIMHU, KaK
BOJIa, TJIa3aMHu.

ManenbKas IpuHIlecca IOAHSIIA TOJI0BY, BHUMATEIbHO TOCMOTPea Ha uio X9 1I3yHs, 3aTeM B3siia
ero pyky u norporana. Ceppaue X3 LI3yHs 3a6uoch y4aleHHO, 1 OH XPHUILIO0 TPOTOBOPUII:

— MarneHnbKas IIpUHIlECCa, He Hamo...
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