— O? — Jlu Croii, TPOCHYBIIKCH, €1IIE€ HE BUIEJ CBOETO JIUIIA, B IAMSTH OHO OBIIIO HOBOJIBHO
pa3meiTeiM. Korga JIto [Ily BOIIEN, OH CIIPOCHIT:

— JTro Iy, ecThb 11 y TeOs 3epKano?
JIro Illy 3apmymarcs, 3aTeM [T0Ka4asl roJI0BOU:

— Her, Bamre BricouecTBo, g CIpollly y HauaJbHUKA IIOYTOBOM cTaHIMu. — OH IOAyMaJl, YTO B TaKO
OO0JIBIIION CTAHIIMK HaBepPHSIKA HaUIETCS XOTh OTHO 3epKaro.

HeckonbKo MeKMX YUHOBHUKOB CTAHIIMK CTOSJIM BO IBOpe, Oxkupas ykalauuii. Jlio [ly,
BEICOKOMEPHO IIOJHSB TOJIOBY, IIPUKa3al:

— Ero BricouecTBo TpeOyeT 3epkano. HemenneHHO HalguTe €ro.
YUHOBHUKY NEPETISHYINCh U XOPOM ITI0Kadajy r0JI0BaMu:
— Tl'ocmioguH, Ha CTAaHIIMYM HET TAKOT0 IpeaMeTa.

JIro Iy, BEIpOCIINY BO [ABOPIIE, BUOEN BCAKUX JIIOJEU U Cpa3y MOHSJ, YTO OHU IIBITAIOTCS OTHEJaThCs
OT Hero. B ero rpynu yxke KOIMUIOCH pa3fapaxKeHue, U OH XOJIOMHO YCMEXHYJICS:

— BoT 3T0 fa, Teneps gaxe MeNKue YUHOBHUKYA OCMEIMBAIOTCS CO3[aBaTh TPYLHOCTU Ero
BricouecTtBy. UHTEPECHO, KTO [ajl UM TaKyl0 CMEJIOCTh?

— Tl'ocioguH, BB IpeyBeIMYMBaETe. ..
JIro Iy MaxHy PyKOU:

— $1 He JOCTOMH 3BAHUS <TOCIIONUHA», ST BCETO JIKIIb €BHYX. Pa3 BEI HE XOTUTE BHIMOJIHATh IPUKA3HL,
s1 caM BCE Haigy. — C 9THMHU CJIOBAMHU OH [IeHCTBUTENILHO B35 C COOOH [BYX XKEHIIWH U BHIIIETT U3
IBopa.

W3 mBOpIlia OHU B3SI7TH C COOOH TOJIBKO MIBYX CITyKAHOK IJIST MaJIeHbKOW IIPUHIIECCH, OCTaIbHEIE [IBe
OBIITH KPEIIKUMH KEHIIMHAMH.

Hacnennas npuHilecca Gblyla BUHOBHA, ¥ BCe CBSI3aHHBIE C Hel ClTy>KaHKU BOCTOYHOTO [BOpLA
nocTpaganu. OcTamuch TONBKO TPyOble CIyKaHKY MU Kyxapku. CTapeiii eBHYX JIi0 BEIOpai ABYX
IIPUINYHBIX KyXapOK B KQ4YeCTBe CIIy2KaHOK [JI MaJleHbKOU IPUHIIECCH U CIeLUanbHO B35 IBYX
CUJIbHBIX XKEHIINWH, KOTOPble MOTJIM 3aMEHUTh MyKUYKH.

JInmynas oxpaHa JIu Ciosl ocTajach B HEM3BECTHOCTH, HUKOT'O He YOaoch B3ATh ¢ coboii. OH
HafessiCs, YTO 9TH [IBe KEHIIWHBI CMOTYT IIOMOYb. [[ONTHii IyTh OB TSXKETBIM, XU OHU OB Ky[ia
IoJIe3Hee, YeM U3HEXKEHHBIE CITyKaHKHU.

‘{epe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMs JT1o ]_Hy BEPHYJICA C OIBYMS 3€PKaAIaMM, Ka2KI0€ Pa3MeEPOM C JIaJOHb. 9to
OBLITO JIy4dIie, 94eM HHUYero.

HavanbHUK CTAHIMY, YBUEB 3epKalla B eT0 PyKaX, K3MEHUJICS B JIHUIIE:
— locmiomuH, 3TO MOE...

JTio Illy Gpocui Ha HETO JIe[sTHOM B3TJISM:



— Yto? TBoOE?

Tot 3amomn4an. Pa3Be oH MOT cKa3aTh, YTO 3TO €ro COOCTBEHHOE 3epKauo? OTO TOJIbKO YCYI'yOUIo Okl
cutyanuio. Hameperno o6ManyTh Ero BeicouecTBo — 3TO yKe ceph€3HOe IpecTymieHue. Korna
Ha4aJabHUK CTAHIUY BEPHYJICS B CBOIO KOMHATY U YBUMEJ TaM IIOJHLIM OeCIOPSANOK, OH IT0XKasel 00
atoM. Kus3p IllyHb, XOTh U He OBITT TI0OMMYMKOM, BCE XKe Obln KHsA3eM. [laxe ecyu Obl OH yOun ero,
HUKTO OBl He IT0OCMeJI BO3Pa3UTh.

JIn Cro1 B3sJI MeTHOE 3epKalo Pa3MepoM C IafoHb ¥ IIOCMOTPEN B HETO. KpoMe ouepTaHuil HIIa,
HUYEro TOJIKOM He OblI0 BUOHO. KauecTBO OBITIO MMPOCTO Y2KaCHBIM.

Ou 6pocun 3epkasno JIro Iy:
— JlagHo, BepHU ero. — OH yCbIlIa IIyM BO Bope u npuka3san JIwo Hly:

— Hcmomne3y# 9T0, 4TOOR 06MEHSTh Ha KypHily. 9 X04y KypuHBIH Cyll. — A GygeT My Opyroi CTOpOHe
3TO ymoOHO, 3TO ykKe He ero 3aboTa.

ToOphIx momeit o6uxkarT. JIu Croi HaXOgUICs IIOf BIacThio peomasbHOr0 MOHApPXa, U II0Ka TOT He
BMeruBasics, JIu Cioii Mor mo3BonuTh cebe MHOroe. Pa3Be uMmmepaTop craj Okl HaKa3kBaTh €r0 3a
TO, UTO OH 0oOumes HavanbHuKa cTaHimu? Koneuno, HerT.

JInup Ykao 6pocun B3rysan Ha JIu Ciosi, ¥ ero MHeHUe 0 OBIBIIIEM HACJeOHUKE IIPECTOoJIa U3MEHUIIOCH.
B ero mamsATH HacliemgHUK OB HOOPHIM ¥ BEJTUKOTYIIHEIM YeJI0BEKOM, He TaKUM, KTO CTasl OBl
co37aBaTh pobIeMHbl 13-3a 3epKaJia.

— Komanpyromuii JIuee, He X0TUTe 1 OTHOXHYTh? — JIu Cro¥ ofyMas: eClii UMIIePaTop MOPy4uI
€My KPYTJIOCYTOYHO CJIEIUTH 3a MHOM, TO 3TOT IIyTh OyOeT HEBEIHOCHMBIM.

JIusp YKao MOHSIT HaMEK:

— Torpa st He Oymny MernaTh BarieMy BbicouecTBY OTABIXaTh. 3aBTPa Bble3:KaeM B CeIbMOM Yac?
JIu Crou, nmpugepKuBas Irpyab, KaLJISHYJI 4 CKa3all:

— Komanpyrowmuii JIugs.

— 4 3mecs.

— Orer u3pan yKas, B KOTOPOM YKa3aHO, KOTfia g [0IkKeH NpubsTh B HaHbi03?

— Her.

— Torga maBalTe OTOOXHEM 3[eCh HECKOJIBKO OHeM. 5 1m1oxo ce0st 4yBCTBYIO, M MHE HE CTOUT
YTOMJIITECS. — 3M0POBbe — 3TO OCHOBa Bcero. JIu Cioii He X0Tes ObITh c1abbiM, KaK 00JIbHAs
KpacaBuIia.

JInap Ykao HaxMypuiics. Y Hero He ObIJIO OCHOBaHUYM BO3pazKaTh, HO OH 3HAJI, YTO UMIIEPaTOP
IIOPYYUJ My COIpoBOXKAaTh KHA3S LIlyHs, 9TOOE TOT CKOpee mobpasics 4o CBoero ynena, usberas
HEIPUSATHOCTEX B Iy TH.

KoHeuHO, 110 ero MHEeHMI0, CMepThb KH:34 [IIyHs He cYyuTanach HEMPUSITHOCTHIO, a BOT 3afiepKKa B
yTH — [a.



JIu Croif, BUMS €T0 3aTpyaHeHKe, J00aBUII MAcja B OTOHb:

— ITOT yThb AOJIOT U TpyHAeH. Apmus FOUNWHb COCTOUT U3 KPENKUX MyXK4YUH, XU UM BCE HuMo4eM. Ho
B MOEM OKPY2KEHUU TOJILKO CTapUKH, O0JIbHBIE U OeTU. MEI, BEPOSTHO, He IPOAEPKUMCS U
HeCKOJIbKUX OHed. KoMmaHpaywowmuii JIuHe, BEl, HABEPHOE, XOTUTE ITIOCKOPEe BEPHYTHCS TOMOU U
OTIIPaBUTh MEHd K IIpefKam?

Ot1u cnoBa Obitu youiicTBeHHEIMU. KoMaHytomui JIMHE HE OCMENUIICS OTBETUTD:
— Bame BricouecTBo mIyTuTe, y MEHS HET TAaKUX HAMEPEHUH.
— Torpa octanemcd 3aech... Kctatu, rge mel ceridyac? — JIu Crout moBepHyJics K JIro ly.

— Baime BricouecTBo, MbI B 0KpyTe JlousH. ['y6epHaTop JIousHa — Yxkao Oy u3 cembpu Yxkao. — JIio
Iy nogmurayn JIu Cioio. Y Hero u mpexHero xo3s1uHa OblJIo ToHuMaHue, Ho JIu Cioll y2Ke CMeHUICS
¥ He cpa3y noHsI. OH IOPHUICA B TaMATU U BCIIOMHWJI, YTO CeMbsl UKao — 3TO POOHS TPEThETO
IIPUHIIA, TePOU IIOfABJIEHUs BOCCTaHUA.

JIu Cro#i moueMy-TO BCIIOMHMIT CBOET'0 CBOTHOTO GpaTa. [Tocie cMepTH ero oTila ero MaTh 4 6pat
OBICTDPO yeXaJld U3 CTPaHbl, BEPOSITHO, TOHUMasI, YTO OT HETO He OyHOeT mOoJb3kl. [1033Ke OH CITBIIIAT O
HUX JIAIIb MEeJIbKOM, HO He IpHIaBajl 9TOMy 3HAaYeHHUs.

OmHaAKO OH MOM03peBaJl, YTO UMEHHO OHHU YOuNIH ero. BUmMMo, OH CIMIIKOM pacciaabuics 3a
TIOCJTIeHUE TOOBI, ¥ 9TO a0 UM BO3MOXKHOCTb.

OcTraBuB mpoIioe B cTopoHe, JIu Cioi mofyMa, 4To B 9TOM KU3HU y HETO IMOSBUJIOCH EIIIE
HECKOJIbKO CBOJIHBIX OpaTheB U CECTEP. ITO BHI3BIBAJIO I'0OJIOBHYI0 001b. OH HEHaBUMET TaKue
3alyTaHHBIE OTHOILIEHUS, 0COOEHHO B CEMbE, ITie eCTh TPOH, 3a KOTOPHIM HYyKHO 00POTLCS He Ha
JKU3Hb, @ HA CMEPTh.

On BAPYT ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €TI0 2KU3HBb B OIIACHOCTH. I/IMHepaTop, BO3MOZXKHO, HE CTAHET €Tr0
y'6I/IBaTB, HO €ero 6paTb${ MOTYT. Ero CMEPThL YMEHBIINUT KOJINYECTBO KOHKYPEHTOB.

Ou nocMoTpen Ha JIuHb YkKao. ToT OB CTOPOHHMKOM UMIIEPATOPA U, 110 Hfiee, He cTajl Obl eMy
BpeOuTh. Bupumo, HyKHO OBIJIO HAaJagUTh C HUM OTHOIIEHUS.

OH CMATYUIT TOH:

— Cnacu6o, KoMaHAyomuy JIMHb, 3a TO, YTO COIPOBOXKAaeTe MEHS B 3TOM TPYTHOM IIyTH.
JInab Ykao OBITT TPOHYT:

— 9710 Mos 00513aHHOCTE, Batie BricouecTBo, BBl IpEyBeIMUUBAETE.

— Kamens, kamens. Torga gaBaiiTe OTOHOXHEM 3[€Ch HECKOIBKO AHEU. Korfa Brle3KaTh, MOCIyIIaeM
siekaps fAHs.

Komanpytomuit JIuHb ogyMar, 4To 9TO ToXKe BapuaHT. JIekaph AHb ObIJT YECTHHIM YEJIOBEKOM U
IOBEPEHHHIM JIULIOM MMIIepaTopa.

— XopoI110, s BCE OPraHU3YIo.

[ToroBopuB HeKOTOpOe BpeMsi, JIu Cio¥t ycTas U JET criaTh. [IpOCHYBIIKUCH, OH MTOYYBCTBOBAN cebst
OOmpEIM, CUJIEI BEPHYJIUCH, U OH JIETKO BCTaJl C KPOBATH, CJIOBHO €r0 SHEPreTUYeCKUe KaHallbl



BHE3AITHO OTKPHIJIUCH.
YyBCTBYs cebs Nydllle, OH HaKOHEI] CMOT TIOAyMaTh 0 OyAyIIeM.

OHY TTOKUHYITA OBOPEI] B CIIEIIKe, B3I ¢ COO0 MaJio Bellel, efbl ¥ MPUIIAcoB HE XBaTano. B ero
OKPY2KeHUM OBIITH TOJBKO CTAPUKY U NETH, ¥ eIUHCTBEHHBIM II0JIe3HBIM YentoBekoM Obut JTto [y, ma u
TOT ObIN enfé pe6eHKoM. OflHa TOIBKO MBICTTb 00 3TOM CeMbe CTapUKOB, OOJIbHBIX U IeTEM BHI3HIBAJIA Y
HEro MYpPAalIKH.

B gBeps mocTydanu, mpepBaB ero pasMmbiiuienus. Jlu Ciou nogyman, 4to 9710 JIto Uy, u KpuKHYI:
— Boitgurte.

IIBepb OTKpPHITIACh, HO HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl HUKTO He Bxoaui. JIu Ciol TOAHST FOJIOBY U YBUAEN B
IBEPSIX MUJIYIO IEeBOYKY, KOTOpasi KPENKo fepKaach 3a MOHOJ IIaThsl U CMOTpeJia Ha HEero ¢
HaIpPSIXKEHUEeM.

JIu Cio¥i 3HAJ, YTO Y IPEKHET0 X03siMHa OblIa I04b, MaJIeHbKast IPUHIIECCA, HO 3a IOC/IeJHIe THU OH
OBbITT HACTOIBKO 3aHAT, YTO He oOpalan Ha Heé BHUMaHUs. JTo OblyIa UX IIepBasi BCTpeya.

W3-3a cBoero npouuioro Jlu Cioi He /00U IeTel, HO, YBULEB OE€BOYKY B OBEPSX, OH IIOYYyBCTBOBAJ
CTPaHHOE BOJIHEHHe. ITO TOUHO He OBUIM ero COOCTBEHHbIE 9MOLUY.

YEpT, HeyKeIu Aylla MPEKHET0 X03sMHA BCE eIlIé B 9TOM Tejle? JTa MBIC/Ib 3aCTaBUJIaA €T0
comporHyThcs. Kak myx, 3axBaTuBIINY uyxkoe Teso, JIu Cioi ¢ GONbIINM TPYAOM IPUHSIT 3Ty
peanmbHOCTH. ECniut 3T0 GBITIO YTO-TO BPOZiEe ABOMHOMW AYIIH, OH MIPEATIOYEN OB YMEPEeTh.

— INama... — meBoYKa, YBUEB, YTO OTEIl He TAKOW JIACKOBBIM, KAK PaHbIe, TOKPACHea OT OOUIH.
JIu Cro#i c3KaJsl PYKY ¥ BBIOABUII YIEIOKY, HEYBePEHHO CKa3aB:
— Boiigu, He CTOM B ABEPSX.

B mpomnoi Xu3HK OH OOXKHUIT TOJIBKO 10 TPUOIATH ¢ HeOombinuM. C Tex 1mop, Kak oH ceOsi TOMHUI, OH
OBLT 3aHST BRIXKMBAHMEM U Y HEro He ObIJIO BpEMEHH Ha OTHOIIeHUs . HeoXumaHHO, IOCIe CMEPTH, OH
CTaJI OTI[OM. BriepBEie B POJIM OTIIA OH TOXKe OB OYeHb HEPBHEIM.
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