W3BpalleHel] pa3rafas ero MaJleHbKy0 XUTPOCTh, CXBAaTHII APYTYIO PYKY U 3aJIOMUII €€ 3a CITUHY.
UkaH ChII0aHb, 3aCTUTHYTHIA BPACIIIOX, TYT XK€ IMOTePSIT MpeuMyIecTBo. OH MOMBITAICS BEIPBATHCSH,
HO TIOHSIJI, YTO He MOKET ITIOIIEeBEIUTLCS, U B €T0 CEePAIle Cpa3y ke BCIBIXHYIA ITaHWKa. B yxKace oH
yCTaBUJICS Ha [IBePh, KOTOpas MOYEMY-TO OKa3aiach IIJIOTHO 3aKPHITON, ¥ OTHASTHHO MOJIUJICS, YTOORI
KTO-HUOYIb BOPBAJICS BHYTPb, HaIIPUMeEp, M3-3a CPOYHOU HYXKIHL.

— HukTO He IPUAET, — CTApUK, Ka3aloCh, YUTANl €TI0 MBICIIH, C XOJIOMHOM YCMEIKOM pa3pylas ero
Hagexknabl. OcBOOOOMB OOHY PYKY, OH cxBaTUJ YxkaH ChlloaHs 3a IOAOOPOMIOK U rpy00 MTOBEPHYII €T0
JUII0 K cebe, MPUIIYPUBLINCH ¥ BHUMATEIBLHO PA3T/IsObBasi. — Hemnoxo BHTIISOUIIb, He 3PS TapeHb
u3 cembu LIuHB 3a Tebs 3acTymaeTcs.

Y:kaH CHII0OQHB TYT K€ BOCIIOJI30BAJICSI MOMEHTOM, YTOORI MPUKPHITECS uMeHeM LIuHb Ka:
— [unb Ko 3BOHMI HEIAaBHO, CKa3aJl, YTO 3a0epPEeT MeHS C pabOoTHI.

OH cTpous XUTpHIi MaH: Befdb Lluub K3 yKe pacKphll 9TOMY YeJI0BEKY CBOIO TMYHOCTD, a
MOTYIIIECTBEHHAsT ceMbsi LIuHb He Ta, C KeM MOXKHO JIETKO ITOCCOPUTHCS. B IeTOBEIX KpyTrax BCe
CTApPAIOTCS COXPAHUTD JIUI[0 ¥ OCTABUTL MECTO IJIs OYOYIIMX BCTPEY, TO3TOMY OH HaOesijiCs, 4YTO
CTApUK XOTs O HEMHOTO CHEPKUTCS, 0IIAcasiCh IOCIeACTBUM.

Crapslil Mep3aBel] IPe3pUTeIbHO CKPUBUI U 6€3 TOT0 OTBUCIIKE T'yOHI:

— Yrpoxaeis MHE?

YkaH Chll0aHb, TIOUYBCTBOBAB HEJIaJHOE, TYT XKe C (HalbIInBOM YIBIOKON ITOCIENINI OTPHALIATh:
— Kak s nocmern?

— Xe-xe... Xxe-xe... OH Te0s He CITaceT... — CTapUK CHOBA 3aCMeSJICS, €T0 I0JIOC IPOXKaJ, CIOBHO
npoH3as Mo3r. OH BRICYHYJ YEPHBIH SI3bIK U 00JIM3aJl CBOM YEPHBIE T'yORI, 37I0BEIlEe YXMBUISSICh U
IIPOM3HOCS HU3KUE, JIefeHsIIue OYIIy cioBa. — Jlydine IoUmEns Ko MHe, 51 faM Tebe MHOTO JIeHeT.
Pa3 yx nmpopaéuiscsi, mpopaics momopoxe.

Ecnu 651 0H HGI:ICTBPITGHBHO IIpopalicd, To, BEPOATHO, HE CMOT OBl HaCJIaJUTBhCSA 3TUMU NEHBI'aMU.

— Bbnaropgapio 3a... fo6poty, — YxkaH CrltoaHb He MOT ITOHSAThH, IIYTUT CTAPHK UJIU TOBOPUT BCEPHES,
¥, OpoXKa OT CTpaxa, HayaJl 3auKaThCd. — f yXKe Mognucas ¢ HUM KOHTPAKT Ha II0JI... Ha JeCATh JIeT.
Ilymato, rocriogus LI3UH He cTaHeT KOaTh...

OTKa3 MoI00T0 KpaCaBIlla MTHOBEHHO OMPAYUIl U 0e3 Toro yYpoainuBO€ JIUII0 CTapHKa. PYKa,
JEePXKaBIlasa HO)IGOpOI[OK, PEe3KO0 COCKOJIb3HYJId Ha IIEI0 1 CXKalla eé:

— TBI IPOCTO IPe3Upaels 3TOT0 CTAPOro, YPOMIUBOTO IIca, fa? X0poLIo...

UkaH Chl0aHb Cpa3y XkKe IepecTal AbIaTh, ero rpyab cxKaach, ¥ OH efiBa He 3afoxHyncsa. OH
OTYasTHHO TIKITAJICSI BEIPBATHCS, HO, K CBOEMY YAMBIIEHUIO, 00HAPYXKUII, YTO CTaPUK, KOTOPBIN yXKe
HAIIOJIOBMHY B MOTHJIE, OKa3aJICs CUIbHEe ero, MOJIOHOr0 U MOJIHOTO cujl. CKOJIbKO OH HU OUIICS, ero
PYKH OCTaBaJIMCh KPEIKO 3aXKaThl, a Ha Illee PyKa CXKUMaslach BCE cuibHee. Kuciopomga He XBaTaio,
ero 6eHOe JIUI0 PEe3KO0 IIOKPACHeo, I'PyOb CYOOPOKHO IOJHNMAaIach, rojioBa roToBa Oblyia
B30pPBAThCS, a I'J1a3a, Ka3ajoch, BOT-BOT BhIJIE3YT U3 OpOUT. OH IIKPOKO OTKPHIT POT, MHITASICh
BIOXHYTb XOTh HEMHOT'0 BO3[yXa.

2KepTBa, c/10BHO phifa Ha CMEPTHOM Ofipe, OTYasiHHO Ouiack, a CTapHK, CIIOBHO OT 3y0OHOM 60u,



n3aaBall HIUIIAIIEe 3BYKH, C YIOBOJIbCTBUEM HHGHIOI[aH 3a 9THM.

Ero MyTHBEIE CTaphie T7Ia3a TOCTeTIeHHO HATIOMHSIIKCh KPOBOKATHEIM Oe3yMueM, a JuIio, 1 0e3 Toro
BEI3LIBAIOIIEE OTBPAIlleHKe, IIOKPACHE IO N0 OarpoBOro I[BeTa, CJIOBHO OH ITOJIyYal OT 9TOT0
YIOBOJILCTBYE. BHE3aIIHO OH C 3710Bellel YCMeIlKon mpubau3uics K YxkaH Crll0aHio, BCE ONHUXKe U
6muxe. He nMest BO3MOXKXHOCTH JBUTATHCS, TOT OTYASTHHO OTKMHYJICS HA3afl, IBITAsICh H30eXKaTh
3TOT0 YPOMJIUBOTO JIWIIA, U IOYTH YIIEPCS B 3€PKaJIO.

Korna ux nuna ObUIA y2Ke B CAaHTUMETpax APYr OT Apyra, YxkaH CEHI0aHb Jaxe CMOT PasIiafieTh B ero
3paykax ce0s — UCIYraHHOT'0 U pacTepSHHOT0. Ero Kampu3HbIil XKeTyIoK CHOBa Hayasl OYHTOBaTh, U
OH, TIOKPaCHEeB, BAPYT I0xKeajl, YTOOk CTapHUK II0LIeJIOBaJl er0, YTOORl OH MOT BHIILIIOHYTh EMY B
JIUTIO.

Ho, x ero YOUBJIEHWIO, CTAPUK OCTAHOBUIICS B HOCHGHHI/II;I MOMEHT U CJIerKa 0ClabuI XBaTKYy.

CBexuil BO3LyX XJILIHYJI B €T0 JIETKUE, ¥ OH HaydaJl KallUIITh TaK CHJIBHO, YTO CJIE3Hl BEICTYIIUIIN Ha
rna3ax. Ero Kpacusele ria3a, CJIOBHO LIBETH ITePCUKA, IIOKPBIIACH JIETKOM KPacHOTOM, YTO CHOBa
IIPUBJIEKJI0 BHUMaHUe CTapuKa. TOT BHUMATE/IbHO Pa3risifes ero ¥, BUIUMO, PeLInsl, YTO TaKO’
Kpacasel] Ilepell CMEPTHIO CTaHET elle pekpacHee. C BHE3aTHEIM UHTEPECOM OH IIPOU3HEC CJIOBA,
KoTopele YxkaH ChIl0aHb HE MOT IIOBEPUTh:

— Kak gymaertms, eciu Tel yMpélb, Lluab Ko cuBuHETCS U ¢ MecTa pagu Tebs?
Boxe moit!
9TOT KU3BpallleHel AeMCTBUTEILHO XOTeJl ero yOuTh!

Ecnu 65l 9TO CKa3as KTO-TO APYTOH, 9T0 ObII0 OBl IIYTKOM, HO U3 €T0 YCT 3TO 3BydYasio KakK 4yucras
npaBpa! Yxkan CrlloaHb MTHOBEHHO II0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro Ayllla IOKUAAET TEJO, U TYT XKe
3aKpuyan:

— ITomorurte! ITomo...
CTapuK TyT XKe 3aKJIeu eMy POT CKOTUYEM.

Crapelii Mep3aBer] IOAT0TOBUIICS HAaCTOIbKO TIIATENIBHO, YTO 3TO SIBHO OBITIO HE MMPOCTO UTPOH. Y
Hero OBLI YeTKUH Ij1aH!

He vMest BO3MOKHOCTHY TOBOPUTD, YkaH ChIl0aHb C Y2KaCOM 0CO3HaJI, UTO CTapUK cobupaeTcs
CBSI3aTh EMY PYKU CKOTYEM. ECiu 3TO ymacTcsi, OH CTaHET phI0OM Ha pa3feIouHOM TOCKe.

B oTyastHuM OH 3a0BUT 060 BCEM U, MPOOIIZKAS OTKUILIBATHCS HA3a/l, PE3K0 YHAPUII KOJIEHOM BBEDX,
TIOTIaB MIPSIMO B TaX cTapuka. TOT 3acToHas OT 60JIM, yIas Ha ITOJT ¥ Havyall KaTaThCs, COOPOrasich
BCeM TejioM. Ero pacTpémaHHbie BOJIOCH, KOTOPEIE OH HOCHII, YTOOBI CKPHITH CBOIO JILICHHY,
pasieTenuch B pa3Hble CTOPOHEHI, [Ieflast ero MoX0XKHUM Ha OellleHyo cobaKy.

OcBobopuBiich, Yxkan CrlloaHb TYT 2Ke OPOCUIICS K BEIXOAY, CPHIBAsi CKOTY C PTa.

EnBa o mobezkal J0 OBEPH, IJIOTHO 3aKPHITas IBePb BHE3AITHO PaClaxHyIack, ¥ OH C TPOMKUM
KPUKOM yJapHUJICs O CTEHY, €r0 JIUI0 YyTh He IPEBPATUIIOCH B JIETEIKY. OH UHCTUHKTUBHO
CXBATUJICA 3a HOC, ¥ TaJIbIIHI TYT XK€ CTald MOKPEIMU OT KPOBHU, PE3KUii 3arax KOTOPOi yapus B
TOJIOBY.



Ykoy UxkaH(baHb, KaK BEPHBIN IIEC, BOPBAJICS BHYTPh, flaXkKe He B3T/ISTHYB Ha OKPOBABJIEHHOTO UXkKaH
Critoans. OH 6eicTpo mopmbezkan K LI3uH BoB3HIO U MOTHSI €T0, B TaHUKE TTOBTOPSIS:

— KpécTHrIli, KPECTHHIH, ¢ TOOOU BCE B nopsiake? C ToOOU BCE B IOpSOKe?

Tonpko Torga YxkaH Chll0oaHb IOHSJI, TIOYEMY 3TOT CTAapPLIA Mep3aBell 0CMeJINIICS BeCTH cebs Tak B
nyOIMYHOM MeCTe — Yy HeTo ObUI 9TOT «CBIHOK», KOTOPHIM CTOSIN Ha cTpaxke. OH emie 0osblile
BO3HEHABHUJIEJI 3TOT0 [OAJIOr0 YOII00Ka, pacaxHyJsl IBeph U BhI0ekKas HapyXy.

3a OBephIO ero XKaan cBOOOMHEINM BO3YX, ¥ OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro Cepflle HaloJIHUIOCh
HaOeKOoH.

Ho, KaK roBOPUTCS, 3a OMHUM XHUIITHKKOM BCerfia ClIiefyeT OPyTro.

EnBa OH 3aKpBIT BEPS, ITeped HUM MeJIbKHYJIa TeHb, X OH IOYYBCTBOBAJ yHap Io inee. YxkaH
Crl0aHb MOLIATHYJICS ¥ C TPOXOTOM YIIaj Ha 1moj. Ha ero nuile, elné He mMOTepsiBIIEM CO3HAHUE,
3aCTHIT yXKac...

PasmunyBHINCEH ¢ TEMHO-PHOIETOBHIM Posnc-Poiicom, Lluas Ka npunapkosan cBoi CKpoMHEI BMB y
3aQHETr0 BX0OOa PecTopaHa, BEHIKJIIIOYNI ABUTATENIb ¥, 3aMETHB B 3epKaJlie 3aJHer0 BUda 3TOT
BBI3bIBaoIIE SpKuit Posmc-Poiic ®aHTOM, C MIOOOIBITCTBOM ITOAyMaJl: KTO K€ 3TOT IPeHCTaBUTENb
OoraToit ceMbH, KOTOPHIM BLIOPAI TAKOM BHI3LIBAIOIIUY IIBET.

CeropHs y Hero BhIflasiack CBOOOHAS MUHYTKA, ¥, BCIOMHUB, KaK €ero MaJeHbKUU TUTOMEL]
JKaJI0BaJICS Ha HEOOCTATOK BHUMaHUs, OH PeuIus 3abpaTh ero ¢ paboThl, YTOOH CHeIaTh CIOPIIPU3,
TI09TOMY He CTaJl 3BOHUThH 3apaHee.

HOCMOTpeB Ha YacChl, OH YBHUIOEJI, 9YTO OO IISATH OCTalIOCh HECKOJILKO MUHYT. On PacCCTEeTHYII IBE
IIyTOBUIIEI HA pY6aH.IKe, 3dKyPHUII CUTAPETy U, OTKUHYBIIXCH Ha CIIMHKY CUOEHbA, C HETEPIIEHUEM
Ha6mo;1an 3a OBEPBIO, PA3MBLIIIIAA, KaK 06pa;1yeTCﬂ €r0 MaJIbIll, YBUOEB €TO0...

Meicb 006 9TOM 3acTaBuila ero ry6bl HEIIPOU3BOJIBHO PACTSIHYThCS B YIIEIOKE.

Bckope 13 gBepelt Hauany BEIXOAUTH JIIOAU, 3aKOHYUBIINME paboTy. LiuHe K3 BHIPSIMUIICS U, CIOBHO
OpEJI, Havall BRICMAaTPUBATh CBOIO IIETTb...

OTO HEe OH, 3TOT II0X0K, HO 9TO HE OH.

Bpewms 1110, ToIIIA penesia, ¥ BCKOPe Ha YJIULe HUKOTO He ocTasock. Lluae K3 cHOBa ImocMoTpen Ha
YacHI.

Brino yXKe 1mMoyTH I1ecTh, ¥ YkaH Chll0oaHb IaBHO [0IKEH OB BHIHMTH, HO €T0 BCE ellle He OBII0
BUIHO. [I03BOHMB €My, OH YCJIBIIIA TOJIBKO I'0JIOC aBTOOTBETYHUKA, a IIPY MIOBTOPHOM 3BOHKE TenedoH
0Ka3aJICS BRIKJIIOUEH.

Luub K3 monoxun TpyOKy, pa3MBIIILgs, YTO C BUepallTHero JHS OH HUYEeM ero He 00ufes1, T03TOMY
BPSI[I JIX 3TO OBIJIO UTHOPHUPOBAHKE. Y Hero emé ObIIM fejla, ¥ OH He MOT TPATUTh BpeMs Ha
BBISICHEHUE, IT03TOMY C JIETKOW J0Cafoi OTIpaBuiicss 06paTHO B 0¢uC, IO JOpore 3aka3as cebe YKUH.

B témuo-¢uonetoBoM Ponc-Poiice Yxoy UxkasHbaHb moaBuHY N 6e3 co3Hanus UxkaH ChlloaHs U
CIIPOCHUII CTapUKa:

— KpécTHEl, 3a4eM Thl mpUTalmi 3Toro napHa? Ecnu Lunb K3 y3HaeT, 9T0 MOXKET MOBPEOUTh MOEM



Kapbepe.
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