— B03MOXKHO, «Ccepflie HATPLI» HE HY2KHO UCKATh B TOM, YTO yX&Ke eCTb, — CcKa3an LigHp YaHiu. —
CTouT UCCIeqoBaTh Hen3BemanHoe. Yero Thl eMCTBUTENIBHO Xo4uelrs? O 4ueM Thl MeuTaelln?

— Yero s xouy... Xa... Korga s oBiafiero BICKyCCTBOM UTPHI Ha IUTPE, 5T X0Uy yexaTh u3 dorm,
IyTeIIecTBOBATh [0 MUPY, HACIaXkaaThCs ropaMu ¥ BogaMu. U ecnu BO3MOXKHO... — JIyH Banb
nocMoTpen Ha LisgHb Y3HIM ¥ TOPbKO YIRIOHYICS. — ...JIy4Ille BCero OblyI0 ObI B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
YeOUHUTHLCS ¢ TO0OM, TOCyoapCTBEeHHbIM MUHUCTP, ITe-HUOYyAbh Cpefu IIPUPOALI, HacllakOaThCs YaeM
1 BUHOM.

— ManeHbKU# TPUHIL...
saup YsHIM He ycIiesl 3aKOHUYUTh, Kak JIyH BaHb nipepBai ero:

— 4 3Ha10. TH 6ECIIOKOUIILCS O AsiHe, 0COOEHHO B IIOC/IeNHEee BpeMsi, KOTia OTell CIIUIIKOM
cOmu3uncs ¢ ITanp III9HBIB3YN U €T0 IpUCIeIIHUKaMU. Eciu [sigs He TPOsIBUT OOUTEILHOCTH, ero
XKreT 0oJbIllas omacHoCTh. d 3Hamw... d 3Hal...

— ...JIys BaHs...
s YsHIM XOTEJ 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO CJIOBA 3aCTPSAJIU Y HETO B TOpIIE.

— Xa, Mbl T03HAKOMUJIUCH CIIAIIKOM TI03AHO... Eciiu Obl... Ecu Ovl Y Hac Obla ciemyromnas xKu3Hs,
TBI OBI COTJIACHUJICS TIO3HAKOMHUTHCSI CO MHOM paHbIe? Cormacuiics Obl IyTeIecTBOBATh CO MHOM 110
ropam u Bogam? — JIyH BaHb He 00paTusl BHUMaHUS Ha HEJOTOBOPEHHOCTH LIsTHb Y9HIM U IPOCTO
BbICKa3aJl CBOM MEICIIH.

Ho llgab YsHIM TaK ¥ HE OTBETHII.

[Manbiret JIyH BaHs mopxaiu 0 CTPYHAM, 3BYKH ObLIM PE3KUMU ¥ XaOTUYHBIMY, KaK BHE3AITHBIN
JINBEHb, TO XOJOAHBIMU U 3aCTHIBIIMMHU, TO B3PEIBHEIMHU, KaK 3BOH OPYXKHUs. B ero memonun
YYBCTBOBAJIUCH NI CMSATEHUE U HanpsxkeHue. Ha 10y BHICTYIIXTI IIOT, ¥ KOTTIa TIOCJIeIHUM aKKOP/
npo3Byy4ar, JIyH BaHb TSKeno Abliai, ero Juio OblI0 OeNbiM, Kak y npu3paka. KO Mun
HAXMYPHUJICS, TIOJIOXKHUIT PYKY Ha cruuHy JIyH BaHs, 4TOOH ITOMOYL €My BOCCTAHOBUTE CHJIBI, X CKa3a:

— «Ceparie IUTPLI» TOSBUIOCH, HO KyZia TH [IeJl TO CIIOKONCTBUE AyXa, KOTOpoMy s Tebs yuun? B
TBOEM My3BIKe TI0JTHO HEHABUCTY ¥ 3aBUCTHU. ECIU Tak MONAET fasblile, TH CKaTUIILCS Ha YTk 371a.

— Xa... 3aBuCTh, HEHABUCTh, — KOTTa ABIXaHHe Hy'H Baus YCIIOKOHJIOCHh, OH TOPBKO YCMEXHYJICA. —
Ila, 3TO HEHABUCTh U 3aBUCTh, X BCE OHU CKOHIIEHTPHUPOBAHEI Ha OOJHOM YEJIOBEKE. 4 3Har, 4TO MOU
YyBCTBa HEe00OCHOBAHHEI U HepPa3yMHEI. 2Kanp TOMBKO, 9YTO MHE OT HUX HE n30aBUTHCS. f He MOTy
IIONMYYHUTH TO, YETO X041y, HE MOT'Y OTIIYCTHUTH TO, YTO OEPXKY. A TOT 9enoBek IIOJIy4aeT BCe TaK JIETKO,
€ro0 T'JIyIIOCTh IOPA3UuTEeJIbHA, XU 3TO BEISBEIBAET... HEBEPOSATHYIO 3aBUCTh.

— Tol... I'nymert...
HOit Mun Mor nuiub B3OOXHYTh U IIPOOOJIZKUTE moMoraTth JIyH BaHIO perynupoBaTh ObIXaHUE.

— ¢ noMH!0, KOT[la THl Ha4YaJl YYUTh MeHsI UT'Pe Ha LUTPe, Thl CKa3asl, 4YTO B3aMeH BO3bMeIllb
TIOJIOBUHY MOe¥ KpoBu, — JIyH BaHb BCIIOMHUII O HEBBITOTHEHHOM 00€IIaHuy U IOBEPHYIICS K FOu
Muny. — Ho o cux mop 3Toro He cfenan. TH... Korga cobupaelnbes 3To caenaTh? Temeps, 3a
UCKJIIOUEHUEM «Cepplia IUTPhI», THl Hay4YUJI MeHS BCeMY. A «Cepfle IUTPL» — 3TO TO, UYTO S AOJIXKEH
HaUTHU caM, TH He MOXKeIllb MHE B 9TOM IIOMOYb. Tak 4TO, C TOYKHU 3PEHUS CHOEJIKH, T y2Ke MOXKelllb
B34Th MO KPOBB.



— BpewMms ellle He IpUILIO...

HO# Mun IIpOu3HEC 3THU CJIOBa C TAKKUM K€ XOJIOOHBIM M HEYHUTAaE€MBIM BEIpaAXKEHHEM JIHIId, KaK BCerja,
1 OBIJIO HEIIOHATHO, YTO OH Ha CaMOM [eJjie 3agyMall.

— Xa, ellle He MIPUIII0?
YcnrimaB ato, JIyH Banb Oosblile He CTajl HaCTauBaTh.

B mmnepaTtopckoM gBope pa3Hornacusi mexny Umnepatopom Kautsaaes Bropeim u Uian ['ymuHOM
CTAHOBIINUCH BCe OoJiee IBHEIMU. [laxke B VIMIIepaTOPCKOM TOPOJie OIIyIIaNyuCh CKPLITHE TeUEeHUS.
Haxe JIyn Boanb, KOTOpHI OB Aajiek OT JBOPa, YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO HafBUraeTcs Oyps. Jluurs Himan
'ymuH, BCe ellle Bepsl B CUJIy KPOBHBIX Y3, IIPOLOJIKal UTHOPUPOBATh HABUCIIYIO Ha] HUM OIIaCHOCTb.
Bups, kak TpeBora u 3a60Th LsgHb UsHIM pacTyT AeHb 0TO AHs, JIyH BaHb, caM HaxofAsiCh B TPYAHOM
II0JIOKEHUY, He MOT HU4YeM eMy [I0MOYb.

U HaxkoHel, B onuH neHb Mmnepatop Kautaus Bropoii BHe3anHo Bri3Basn Uian ['yMuHa Bo gBopel, U
KOH(GIMKT BCIBIXHYII. TeMHBIE TY4YU CTYCTUINCH, BeTep OyleBasn y mogHOXus rop. JIye Baub cupmen B
[MTanare [IsHBI350, TUXO0 epedupast CTPYHBI UUTPEL, HO €T0 cepplle ObUI0 HECIIOKOMHO, OH YyBCTBOBAT
YTO-TO HelagHoe. M My3BIKa IIOf ero MajibllaMy CTaHOBUIIACh Bce 00Jjiee pa3po3HEHHOM, Tepsis
Menopnuio. JIyH Banb urpan Bce 601ee HEPBHO, Bce DoJiee pa3gpaxkeHHO, Bce Oojiee IPOCTHO, TOKa
CTPYHBI He JIOIHYIU OT HanpsaxeHus. OgHa U3 IOPBaBIINXCS CTPYH paccekiia eMy Lieky. [Tomennus
ellle MTHOBEHUE, OH 0OJIbIIle He BhIIepKas, Opocusics mpoyb uckaTh LisgHb YaHIIN.

Ho 10, 4TO OH yBU[EJI, KOTHA HAIlle/ ero, pasmessiia 0e3qHa CMePTH, U 3eJIeHbIX Top Ooblie He OBIIO0
BUOHO.

Tem BpemeneM Ot [lanun u Mman I'ymun ObIM peBpallleHbl B KaMeHb [ledyaThio KobanbToBoro
3onora Ha Oepery Cne3 BenbMbl. Ho 110 CTpaHHOMY CTE€4YEHUIO 0OCTOSITENILCTB UX YTEPSHHBIE U
[IOBPeXOeHHEIe IYIIH, ocTaBlurecs Ha Uinan ['yMuHe, CMOTIM BOCCOENUHUTHCSI, BEPHYB
BOCIIOMUHaHU4A 0 npouuioM JIyr Baudg. Bosee Toro, u3-3a TOro 4To AyLIX [OJITO€ BpeMs
COCYILIeCTBOBa/IM, OHU HePa3pHIBHO IEPEINIe/INCh, ¥ TaK OHU Y3HAJIX TO, YeTr0 He 3Ha/IU PaHbIIle.

TemHoOI1 HOYBIO BeTep OyIieBas, Tyuu CTYIIalIUCh, CJIOBHO IIpefBelias rpsAfyIlre IOTPSICeHNS B
uMIiepaTopckou ceMbe. B paiioHe Taubu3s MMnepatop Kautsaus Bropon, conpoBoxknaeMsiil [Tanb
[IT5HbIREY U eTo MI0abMHU, Topolent K Muran ['yMuHy, KOTODHIH XKIaJl ero 1o BE30BY. Ero rojgoc Osi1
XPUILIBIM, TIOJTHBEIM I0Cafbl U HeM30eXKHOCTH, a TakKe XKeCTOKOM PelIMMOCTH, POXKAEHHON BEIOOPOM
MeXKly UMIIePaTOPCKOM BIACThIO U KPOBHEIMU y3aMU:

— Bpart, s cablmann, T X04elb, YTOO0B He3aKOHHOPOXKOeHHEIH n3 O6uTtenu KOHmMo [TuHb0ON
BEPHYJICS, 4TOOH! YHACIEN0BaTh MO0 UMIIEPHIO.

— Bpar, Huuero Takoro He OvlyI0, mIpoly TeOs, He Bephb ciayxaM, — Wimman ['yMuH, yBepeHHEIN B CBOeH
HEBUHOBHOCTH, BCe ellle He YYBCTBOBAJI Ha[IBUTAIOIIENCS OTTaCHOCTHU U TEPIIEINBO 00BSICHSII. — 4
CTOI0 37IeCh UMEHHO MJISI TOTO, YTOOBI HUKTO HE MOT BOCIIOJIh30BaThCS CUTYalell U MOCesiTh pa3mop
MeXay HaMu. 9 9ucT.

— Xa.
Hmnepatop Kautssae BTopou He noBepui. OH XOJIOMHO YCMEXHYJICA U TYT JKe OTAajl IprUKa3:

— Bo3bMmure ero!



— Bpar!

Wman ['yMuH faXke MpeACTaBUTh HE MOT, YTO €r0 POAHOM OpaT TaK BHE3aIllHO ITIOBEPHETCS IPOTUB
Hero. Ha MrHOBeHUe OH 0CTOJIOEHE] OT U3yMJIEHUS, U €r0 OKPYKHUJIU CTpaXKu-MOHCTpEL. OH He 3Hall,
YTO [elaTh — aTaKOBaTh UJIA MIPOLOJIKATh OOBSCHSTS.

— 41 He momXKeH OBIT TOTA CIyIIaTh TeOS ¥ OCTABIISATD XKU3Hb 9TUM HE3aKOHHOPOKIEHHBIM
6nmu3HenaM. Ternepb MHe IPUOETCS 3aIIaTUTh 3a 3TO, @ Thl — 3aIJIATUTh CBOEM XKU3HBIO! — CKa3as
VimmepaTop Kaiitsub BTopoii. B ero cioBax Oblyia ropeys, HO elrle 00JIbIlle — HeloKoIe6uMas
PEmKUMOCTb.

— Tet xouenrs yOUTL MeHs!
B ceppue Wiman ['ymMuHa BCIBIXHYJa 60J1b, HO OH BCE €lIle He MOT B 3TO IIOBEPUTE.
— 3aKO0H He IOTEePIUT TeX, KTO 3aMBIIUIAET MATEX.

9TH c1oBa, OOBUHSIONIME €T0 B MSITEXKHBIX HAMEPEHUSX, IEPEBEPHYIN MHOT'0JIETHIOI TPEIaHHOCTh
Wmran 'ymuHa dommm u pa3opBaiu Y3kl OpaTCTBa, CBI3BIBABIIKME UX HOJITHE TOMLL. Bcs ropeds B ero
Cepfle NpeBpaTuiach B TOPbKUM CMEX:

— Xa-xa-xa-xa! Tak 3Ha4uT, Thl HUKOTa MHe He noBeps! TBOS IIOA03PUTEIbHOCTE BCE 3TO BpeMs
nopTasKuBana Tebs UCKaTh MOBOJ U30aBUTHCS OT MEHS, @ OCTABUTD B XKUBHIX Te€X OJIM3HEIIOB — 3TO
OBLIT BCETO JIUIIb TBOM pacyeT, YTOOBI CO3MaTh MPOTHB MeHs KommpoMat! bpat! Ho gaxe Tak TH MHe
CUJIbHO TIPOUTPHIBaeib! [TIoToMy 4TO s MCKpEHHe TI00MJT TBOETro ChiHA M HUKOTTa He AyMall eTo
KCIIOJIb30BaTh!

— XBaTHUT pa3roBopoB! B3sATs ero!
HWmvnepartop KauTsHbs BTopoi mpuiies B SPOCTE.

Ho B 9TOT caMbill HAaIpPsS2K€HHBIM MOMEHT Pa3faicsa TPOMKHAY KPUK, W BCHIE[ 3a BCIBIIIIKON Meda
HECKOJIBKO CTPaKHUKOB-MOHCTPOB ITaji 3aMePTBO:

— HuKTO He cMeeT TPOHYTh ero!
910 Obin Lisiap Ysnmu. C MeyoM B pyKe OH BCTas nepen Mman 'yMUHOM, 3aLuIas ero.

— Yro TH menaems? — Wiran ['ymun Obi1 03agaded. OH He oxwupgai, 4To LIsgHb YsHIIM MOSBUTCS
370€ecCh.

— M&I GBI OPY3bSIMU OECSATKY JeT. MBI CIIMIIKOM JOJITO Ity 60K 0 00K, 5T y2Ke He MOTY IPUBLIKHYTh
K XKu3HU 0e3 Tebs psmoM. Pa3 yx Tak, s mougy ¢ Tob6oi mo camoro KoHia! [axke eciu BIiepenu Hac
XKJIeT CMepTh, — BhIpaxkeHue nuia LIssHb YaH1M OBISI0O TBEPABIM U HEIIOKOJIeOUMBIM, OH He coOuparsncs
OTCTyIIaTh.

— 9710 Moe feno. Tebe He HyKHO B 3TO BMEIINBAThCS, He HY?KHO BXOJUTH B 3Ty MYTHYI0 BOLy. YXOOU
CKODpee.

— Ecnu 1B X04erb, 4TOORI 1 KW, TOTTa IIPOPEIBalics co MHOM BMecTe! 4 He mo3Bosio Tebe IPoCcTo
TaK COAThCS U MOTUOHYTH!

C atumu crnoBamu LIsiHb Y9HIIM, CIIOBHO OOUH BOWH, CIIOCOOHBIN yaepKaTh LeJIbli IIPOXO0/, B3MaXHYI
MedoM u aTtakoBas [l1aus III9HBI3H U €ro JIIoaen.



2Kap OuTBH — 3TO OBINIa Topsiyast KpoBb LIsiHE YsHIIM, TPOTMBaeMasi pafgy APyra, YTOOb ITPOJIOKUTh
myTh K survival. Kaxbiit ymap Meda, Kaxkgelid 010K, XOTSI OH ¥ ObIJT y4EHBIM, IeMOHCTPUPOBAJT ITHIT
HaCTOSIIEero BOMHA, Ilepef KOTOPHIM He MOTJIM YCTOSATh JeCAaTh ThICAY BparoB. K coxaseHuto, X0Th
ssab YaHIm 1 OBIT 0TBaXKEH, OH He MOT IIPOTHBOCTOSITh O6CKOHEYHBIM aTakaM Ao MHs, Mune MaH u
IPYTUX CTPaXKHUKOB-MOHCTPOB. OH ycTaBa Bce Oonblie 1 0osbine. A Mmad ['yMUH, CTONKHYBIIUCE C
ApoCTHEIMU aTakaMu [TaHb [II3HBL3Y, MU 3ALIUIIAJICS, HE KOHTPATaKys, JIUIIb OTCTyIIall, He
HaCTymas, ToKa He 0OKa3aJiCd 3arHaH B YToJl, OTCTYIaTh OBIJIO HEKYMA, YKIIOHATLCS HEOTKyHa. M Bce
9TO BpPEMS OH IIOBTOPSIII:

— He 3actaBnsaiite meHs!
Ho TTans lIsHb13M BCe XK€ HaHEC eMy yOap JafoHbl0, U anas KPoBb OpHI3HYJIa U3 €ro pra.
— He 3actaBnaiite meus! He 3acTraBnganTe MeHs!

laxe nonyuuB paHeHue, Miman ['yMUH 10-IIpexXHEeMy COepPKUBaJl CBOU NpueMsl. Lsgup YsHIwy,
U3HypeHHHY 0uTBOM ¢ Ao lHeM u Mune M3H, Ha MrHOBeHUe O0TBIEKCS. Ao VIHb BOCIIOIb30BAJICA
3TUM U HaHeC eMy TSXKeJIbli yaap B cnuHy. 3ateM LssHp YsHUuM nomnas B JIOBYILIKY O[T Ty4el YepHBIX
6abouek Mune MaH. Llenu u ne3Bus COIITUCh BMecTe. Mume MaH BO IjlaBe HECKOJIbKUX CTPAKHUKOB-
MOHCTPOB OKPYXu1 1 yousan LisHp YaHIM B IHOBUTOM TyMaHe U3 yepHHIX 6abouyek. B moTokax
KpoBu LIsub YaHUM OBITT CMEPTEIbHO PaHEH, €ro0 IIaTru CTajld HEeTBEPABIMH.

Ao VHbE TPOMKO KPUKHYII:

— MATeXHUK, IPUMHU CMEPTH!

U 3aTeM ero ANMUHHBIM Med MPOH3uUN Teno LgHb UsHIM, U XJIBIHYIa anas KPoBb.

Ha... Ca u3HavaibHO 3aBUOBAJ U HEHABUEN A4M10, U 9T0 He TpebyeT 00bICHEHUH... YUUTENb IIUTPHL

HO#1 MuH 6vin 13 BozkeCcTBeHHOT0 IyTH beccMepTHOro 1enuTens... MHTepecHas cyas0a...
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