— [Ia! OH mmoxo¥ Manb4uIlKa, TIO3TOMY €ro MaTh U Opocuia ero!

— Hecuactunit! HecuacTubIi!

— Yro BE roBopute?! — 113u fHb, CIIBIIIA 9TH CJI0BA, HE CMOT COEPXKaTh THEBA U OPOCHUIICS K [METIM.
YBuUmEeB B3POCIIOTO, [a eIlle U OfeTOro Tak 60raTo, OHU OBICTPO pa30exKaucCh.

LI3u fIHb, yOeOUBIIKNCH, YTO OETHU YIIUIA, PA3BEPHYJICS U IIOOHSI I'PSI3HOT0 MalbuyiKa, 00HSB €To.
Kaszanoch, ero coBceM He CMYIIAJo, 4YTO peOEHOK OB TOKPHIT TPS3LIO0.

OH Kpemnko IpuxKaJl MaJab4uKa K cede, IOTJIaiuII ero II0 TOJIOBe.
— Tebe 6ompHO? ['me 6oIUT?

CxkasaB 3T0, OH XOTeJl 0CMOTPETh PYKHU ¥ HOTH pebeHKa, HO YBUIEII, 9YTO eT0 MaJIeHbKOe JIUIIO OBIIO B
ce3ax, a KPOIIeYHEIe PYYKY KPETIKO CXKMMaJIK eT0 BOPOTHUK. MaTbYUK TUXO BCXJIMITHIBAJI, SIBHO
YyBCTBYS ce0s1 HEYBEPEHHO ¥ HE3aIUIIEHHO.

1I3u f1Hb, BUAS €T0 B TaKOM COCTOSIHUH, HE CMOT COepXkKaTh COYYBCTBUSA. OH PE3KO0 MOAHSI TOJIOBY,
oOpairaschk K Baub U, u ero muisina cHOBa yIiana.

— Ero... rociogus, mory s 3a6path ero ¢ co6ou?

1131 fIHE He 3HaJ, YTO ero JIUIO ToXKe OLIIO B CIe3ax.

LI3u [TunbaHb HUKOTIA He 3a0bIBajl TOT AeHb. 1131 fIHb, CJIOBHO caMbIi 671aropogHbIH 00T, TOSBUICS B
€ro MHpe, IIOJIHOM ThMH ¥ CTPafaHu, Hecs ¢ co00i CBET U TEILIO.

— Kaxk Tebs 30ByT?

— BuHuze. CTaphlil HUIIKUY, KOTOPHIM MEHS MPUIOTHII, XOTeJ, YTOOB y MeHs Bcerfa Oblila efia 1 51 He
yMep C TOJIOfy, II03TOMY Ha3Bajl MeHsI BUHII3HL.

— V¥ 1e64 Bcerpa OymeT efa ¥ KpHIlla Haf rojioBoi. Thl HE yMpelb ¢ ronofay. A nam Tebe HOBOE UM,
X0po1Io?

— Xopotiio.

— Trl MOMHHUIIB CBOIO (paMuUIni0?
BuHII3H TOKa4aJl T'0JIOBOH.

— Mory s B34Th (haMUIHIO TOCIIOOUHA?

— KoneuHno, — LI3u fAHb moriaaui ero mo roiose. — C CErogHSIIHEr0 THS T OymeIb 3BaThCs LI3u
[InHbaHb.

— IlycTh TBOS XKU3HbL OyOeT MUPHOU U CYaCTIUBOM, 6e3 3a60T U TPEBOT.

LI3u fIHb ToXKe Obln preMHBIM pebeHKoM. C TeX 1op, Kak oH ce0sl TOMHWII, OH KWUJI C HeAYIIKOH.



TobKO KOTIa 3M0POBLE AEOYIIKY YXYAIIUIOCh, OH Y3HAI IIPaBAy.

OH uHOTHa AyMarl, 4To, ecyid OBl He BCTPETHU AeAyIIKY, Okl Obl OH TakuM ke, Kak 1[3u [InHbaHb?
F'onogHbIM, 3aMEP3UINM, OOUHOKUM U 0€3TOMHBIM?

Ienymika man eMy UMs U IOM, X OH Bcerga cuuTaj ce0s c4acTIMBUMKOM. Temeps OH XOTell TepefaTth
9TO CYaCThe [ablile.

MHoTrHe cTapuKy BepsT B KapMmy ¥ Bo3pasiHue. Co BpemeneM 1[3u AHb TOKe Hayasl BEPUTH B 3TO.
Bo3MokHO, ero nosiBjieHue B 3TOM MUpe U BcTpeya ¢ 1[3u [TuHbaHb Ha ymulle ObUIM YacThio €T0
KapMHI.

C Tex mop, Kak oH mpuBen L3u [TuHbaHb JOMOM, MaTbYKK BCe BpeMs OblT 6e3 co3HaHus. Baup U
BBI3BaJI Bpaya, KOTOPHIHM ocMOTpes pefeHKa. Y Hero ObIJI0 MHOTO PaH, ¥ 3a 3TH T'OMIbl OH IIepeHec
CTOJIbKO CTPaflaHUH, YTO Temepb TPeOOBa TIIATeIbHOT0 YXO/a.

Baiiny Bo1uia B KOMHATY.
— ['ocnionguH, BpeMd yKUHATL.
— Xoporno, — LI3u dub nornagun no6 [TMHBaHS U BHIIEN U3 KOMHATH BMecTe ¢ bauny.

Ceropus nHeM Baub U He npuiien, ¥ Bo ABopile Obinu TonbKo 1131 AHb u Batny. L[3u AHb He cTan
IIEPEMOHUTHCS ¥ HACTOSII, 4YTOOR Bbaliny ceya ¢ HUM 3a CTOJ.

Cuauasna Baiiny He xoTena, Befb OHa ObljIa BCETO JIUIIL CITY2KaHKOU, ¥ 9TO IPOTHBOPEYUIO IIPaBUJIaM.
Ho LI3u fIHb IpUHST 03y «ECH TH HE CSAOELIb CO MHOM, S TOXKe He Oyay ecTb», u baiy mpuIIIoch
TIOMYUHUTHCS.

LI3u dub IIPOBEJI Ha YyJIAIe 6OJ'IBH.IYIO YaCThb JHS, a4 3aTEM Oeran TyHda-CIofa 13-3a [Tunpausg. K KOHITY
AdHA OH YyBCTBOBAJI cebst TUIIKUM U 0YeHb XOTeJ IIPUHATH BaHHY.

K coxarnenwuto, 3mech Bce OBIJIO HE TaK, KaK B COBpEMeHHOM Mupe. [IpuHsATHE BaHHEI OBITIO
XJIOTIOTHHIM [IeJIOM, @ eAMHCTBEeHHAs CJIyzKaHKa BO ABOpIle Oblyla meByIIKOM. [I3u fAHb He Mor
TIOTIPOCKTD Baityly TPUTOTOBUTE €MY BOAY /IS BAHHBI, UTO BHI3HIBAJIO ¥ HET0 GecrokoicTBo. OgHAKO,
IIpexje 4eM OH yCIiesl IpUAyMaTh pelleHue, baimy cooOIiuia, YTo Bofa AJIs BaHHE yXKe I0TOBa, YTO
CTaJIo OJjig Hero NPUSTHBIM CIOPIIPHA30M.

— JTO TH IpUHECTa BOgy?

Batiny yneibHynach, HO HU4Yero He cKasasna. Tonbko 1131 AHb meiCTBUTEILHO CUUTATI €€ XPYIIKOM
JKEHIITMHOM, KOTopas ycTaeT OT Maseliel Harpy3ku. Ho Baiiny 6s1a u3 Ctpaxeii [IpakoHa, Tak 4ToO
BEJIPO BOMHI AJIST BAHHEI OBIIO OJIS1 HEe MyCTAKOM.

Opnako LI3u b Tak He ymar. [Tocie BaHHEL OH BEPHYJICS B CBOIO KOMHATy, ¥ baiiny mpuiiiia
3axeys namny. Bopyr L3u dup cnpocun:

— IMouyemy ummnepaTop 3abpasn Bcex cnyr u3 [IBopua JIuHbCsaHb? OH HE X04YeT, YTOOB MEHS BUNENH?
Baiiny He oXkwugaia TaKOTro BOIPOCaA.

Ha camowm [ene, y Hee ObIIM CBOM OOTQMKH II0 TIOBOAY TOTO, ToueMy Baub U 3abpai ciayr, HO OHa He
MOTJIa IPOCTO BEICKa3aTh uX. Bo-mepBrix, Baub U cam 00 3TOM He TOBOPHII, @ CIyraM He II0JI0KeHO
o0cyXnaTh fena x03seB. Bo-BTOPHIX, KaK TIOCTOPOHHUY YeJIOBEK, [a ellle U ClIyTra, OHa He UMeJa



IIpaBa T'OBOPHUTE O TAKKUX BeIllaX.

— Yro mymaeT umnepatop, bainy He 3HaeT. Ho Baiiny cuuTtaert, 4To /ydille CaMOMY BHIOHpATh
JIF0fel B CBOEM OKpyKeHUHU. Kak BHI lyMaeTe, TOCIOLUH?

Ycnpimas 310, B ronose L3u IHb IpOMeIbKHYIY CIIEHB M3 IBOPIIOBEIX UHTPUT, ITle MHOTHE
npo0ieMbl BO3HUKAIM U3-3a JIiofel B okpyxkeHun. OH MOHSAN, 4TO Baliny mpaga.

— Ecnu 51 cobupatock 3mech HafIoNro 0CTaThCS, TO JIIOAEN BOKPYT cebs 1 6yny BeIOMpaTh cam!
— Xopoto, — ynsibHynach baitny. — I'ocrioguH, BB XOTUTE OTHOXHYTh?

C tex mmop, kKak 113u fIHb ITomaa B 3TOT MUD, OH TaK U He pa3oOpascs co BpemeHeM. Ceriyac OH
IIPEIIIONIOKUII, YTO OBIJIO OKOJIO IEBATH Beuepa, a [jIsg COBPeMEHHOI0 YeJIoBeKa JIOKUTHCS CIaTh Tak
paHo OBIIO CITUIIKOM PaHo.

LI3u fAHb TOKayas rojioBOX ¥ BAPYT CIPOCHIL:

— I'me Mou KHUTH?

Be3 npyrux pa3piedyeHni, UTeHNEe KHUT, JieKa Ha KyIlIeTKe, ObIJI0 HEIIJIOXUM BapuaHTOM!
Ho oH OBICTPO MOHSI, YTO omudacs.

Ilaxe ecnu oH OBLTI TOTOB K TOMY, UTO APEBHME KHUTU YUTAIOTCSA CBEPXY BHU3I U CIIPDABA HAJIEBO,
Adaze K TOMY, YTO OHHM HallMCaHBI TPaAUITMOHHEIMHN I/IepOFJ'II/I(baMI/I, OH He 0KH[aJl OOMHOI'O:

— 31ech HET 3HAKOB NPENUHAHUA?

K coxanenuio, Bal?my YZXKe yIlijla, ¥ HUKTO HEe MOT" OTBETHUTh Ha €TI0 BOIIPOC. I3u AdHb BHUMATEILHO
IIOCMOTPEII 1 IIOHSAJI, YTO 3HAKHU IIPEIIMHAHNA BCE K€ €CTh, HO OHHU IIOYTH HE3AdMETHHEI. B konue
KazXaoro InpenjioXkeHud, B IPaBOM HUXKHEM YITTy IIOCJIEOHEr o I/Iepornn(ba, Oblya MaJIeHbKast YyepHad
TO4YKa. JTa TOYKA e[iBa JIX MOrJjla CYUTAThCSA 3HAKOM IIpennHaHudg, CKOpee, 3TO Onlna IIPOCTO I1ay3a.

— 970 TaK HeymobHO!

[13u fIHb, KOTOPOMY Heuero ObIJIO JeslaTh, BCTAJI C KYIIETKY, B3SJI TUCT OyMaru, HaTep HEMHOTO TYIIN
¥ 3aIucall Bce 3HAKU MIPeNUHaHNs, KOTOphble IIOMHUJI, a TaKXKe UX 3HaYeHUs.

OH HUKOT[la He 3aHUMAJICS Kannurpaduei, I03TOMY €ro HepOTIU(EI BHIIIIN KPUBLIMH, TO
O0NbIIMMHU, TO MaJIEHbKMMU, ¥ COBCEM HEKpacuUBLIMU. K TOMY XKe OH Iucas yIpoIeHHBIMHI
nepornudamu, KOTOpkle IPyTHe MOTJIU U He TTIOHSTh.

OH gyMmar, 4To, HallucaB 3TO, TOYYBCTBYET TOPHOCTD, HO, TJISAMAS Ha 3TOT YPOMJIUBHEIN TEKCT, OH He
CMOT UCIIBITaTh HUYET0, KpoMe pa3odapoBaHus. 1[3u AHbL CHOBa Jer Ha KyIIeTKy u 6e3 UHTepeca
IIPOJTUCTAJ HECKOJIBKO CTPaHuIl. be3 3HakoB MpeNnuHaHUs JPEBHUE TEKCTHI Ka3aTuCh MY CITUIITKOM
CKYYHBIMH.

OOBIYHO OH HEe 3aMeyall 3TOT0, HO TelepPb, HAalluCaB BC€ 3TO, OH BAPYT IMMOYYBCTBOBAII HOCTAJIBI'UAIO.

CucTeMa IOSIBHJIACh TOJIBKO ITOCTIe TOTO, KAaK OH ITOIa B 3TOT MUP, U, KpoMe criocoba oOIIeHusI,
HHUYEro He HAalIOMHUHAJIO eMY O IIPOILIIOM.

Ho oTu Bemu OblIM OPYTUMU: 3HAKU IPENIMHAHUS, YIIPOIIeHHEIe NePOTTU(EL... Te 3HaHUS, KOTOPhIe



OBIIIM TOJIBKO Y HEro, BO3MO2XKHO, ObIIM caMo erHKOfI CBA3BI0 C TEM MHUPOM, HOKA3daTEJILCTBOM TOTO,
4YTO OH TaM CyIIeCTBOBAJI.

A MATKas KUCTh, KPHBEIE I/IepOTHI/I(bBI, JaXe 3Ta CTapUHHAd KOMHATa — BCE€ BOKPYT ITOCTOSAHHO
HAIIOMHHAJIO eMYy, 9YTO OH 3JeChb 9YyXKakK.

L3u AHb BOPYT 3aTOCKOBAJI 110 JOMY.

Haxe ecnu memymky 00JIbIe He OBITIO0, TOT CTAphIi JOM, 3HAKOMEIE IPY3bs M OMHOKJIACCHUKHU, HaXKe
MOPOXKHEIE 3HAKU — BCE 9TO BHI3BIBAJIO B HEM HOCTAIBTHIO.

Ha BTOpOfI Be4dep B 3TOM MHUDPE OOMHOYECTBO M TOCKa HAKOHEIl HAKPHIJIM €TI0, U OH HE CMOT n3bexaThb
9TOTr 0.

Ha cnenytomiee yTpo, Korfa Batiny pa30yguna ero, LI3u dHb T0YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO BCE €T0 TEJI0 OOJIUT.
C HemoBOILCTBOM OH Iapy pa3 yAapuil o MOAYIIKE, BHIIJIECHYB BCIO CBOI0 YTPEHHIOI
pa3opaXkuTeNbHOCTh, ¥ TOJIBKO TOTHa CKa3an baiiny:

— Baiiny, ckaxwu, 9T MOAYIIKY TaKKue XKeCTKUe, YTOOH! JII0OY He CIIaju [0Jro?

OH c meTcTBa CIajl Ha JePeBIHHOM KPOBATH, II03TOMY KECTKOE OZesI0 ero He CMYINasio, HO 3Ta
nofymka Orlyla HEBHIHOCUMOM, OHA IIPOCTO He MOfgaBaach IOHUMAHUIO!

ITOT Au3aiH OBIIT IIpoCTO aHTHYeJI0BeYeCKuM! KBaJIpaTHaFI, TBEpPHOasd, KaK KaMeHb, ¥ TaKaid BBEICOKAs,
YTO, JIe3Ka Ha Hel, Ka3aJIoCh, Iest BOT-BOT CJIOMAEeTCH.

ABTOpPCKME KOMMEHTApUK ¥ PA3MBILIIEHHST, BKITIOUEHHBIE B TEKCT TJIaBH: pa3MbIieHus L3u A o
KapMe, ero ImpoIuioM C JeOyIIKOM, HOCTaIbIUs II0 COBPEMEHHOMY MUDPY (3HAKU ITPeIHaHuUs,
YIIPOLIEeHHbIe NePOorTudhl), 0CO3HaHUE Ce0s UyKUM B 3TOM MUPE.
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