— 4 naTHapmaTHR Monomgol rocnoauH JIu FOubBaH. Mol mecToi 6paT OTCYTCTBYET, TaK YTO THI
MOZKEeIIb TOBOPUTH CO MHOM.

He3nakoMel nopgHsT OpOBb, BHUMATEIbLHO ocMOTpPeN JIu KOHBB3S U CIIOKOMHO CKa3al:
— 41 TBOM BoCbMOM Opar.

— B3pop! Kak ThI Moxkelrs 6bITh MOUM BOCEMBIM OpaTtoM! — JIu FOHBBAM TOMHYI HOTOM. — 3TO
abcypa! Bul, ucKaTenu pPOACTBa, IPOCTO HEBEPOSTHHI! {1 HUKOTAa He CIIbIIIAI...

OH 3aMosdas, 3afyMaBIINCh, ¥ Ha4YaJl CYUTATh Ha Iaiblax.
Hesnakomelr mpogonKul:

— IMomymatt XxopolneHbKo. Y TeOs ecTh I1ecTol 6paT, cegbMasi CecTpa, AeBITasi CecTpa, HeCsaThIi
Opat. Kak xKe y Te0s MoxKeT He OBITH BOCbMOT0 OpaTa?

— IMoxany#, Tel 1paB, — npobopmoTan JIu FOHBBIM. — HaBepHOe, MOM POJUTENH ITPOCTO 3a0bIIu
YIOMSHYTH €TO0.

— Tei 3Haelb, 4TO Ha HeOe eCTh OMHO COIHIIE? — BHE3aIlHO CIIPOCHJT HE3HAKOMEII.
— Yro?

— ITpocTo OTBETH, — €0 T0JI0C OB CIIOKOEH, HO HACTOMYMUB.

— KoneuHno, 3Hat. [laxe gypak 3HaeT! 3aueM THl CIpalluBaellb?

He3HakoMell yCMexHYJICS ¥ MeJIeHHO ITPOU3HEC:

— TBou poguTenu KaXablli IeHb TOBOPAT Tebe, 4YTo Ha HeOe eCTh OOHO COJHIE?
— Her, He roBop4r.

— Ho comnHIle BCE paBHO TaM €CThb, BEPHO?

— la.

— W 0HO He UCYE3HEeT, eCId OHU CKAXKyT 00 3TOM WJIX HET?

— Her, He ucuesnet, — cornacuncs Jiu KOHbBIH.

— Tax ke u ¢ TBOUM BOCHMBEIM OpaToM. He3aBucCuMO OT TOTO, TOBOPUIMN TeOe 0 HEM UM HET, OH BCE
PaBHO CYIIEeCTBYET.

— [la, 9TO TaK, BOCbMOU Opar.

Stot guanor coun JIlu FOuBB3s ¢ ToNKy, ¥ Csg0 YKOyX3H, YCIbIILIABIIAYA BCE OT Hayasla JI0 KOHIIa,
nogyMaJ Ipo cebsi: «9TOT YeloBeK sIBHO 3HaeT, 4To JIu KOHBBOY MPOCTORYIIEH U JIETKO OOAAETCS
BiusHUIO. OH MacTep MaHUMIYIISLIUANY.

— IIsiTHAAUATHIM MOJIOMOM TOCIIOOWH, HE CTOUT IIPOHOJIKATh 3TOT pa3roBop, — Cs10 YKOyxXaH,
omacasich, 4To JIu FOHBBIY MOXKET COBEPIIUTD OIMIHUOKY, IOCIIEIITHO BMEeIIIaICs.

Hesnakowmerg YCIIBIIIAT €TI0 TOJIOC ¥ ITIOCMOTPEII B €r0 CTOPOHY. Wx B3rnsme BCTPETUIIUCE, U Cso



Y3KOyX3H MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK MUP BOKPYT HET'0 3aKPYXKUIICS. B ero roymose ocranachk TOIBKO OfHA
MEICJTb: 9TOT Y€JI0OBEK HEBEPOSITHO KPaCuB.

Ero 6H€JIHO€ JINITO Ka3aJIOCh 00JIe3HEHHHIM, HO T'J1a3a, Y3KHe€ U IIPOH3UTEJIbHEIE, IPDUKOBEBIBAJIN K cebe
BHHMAHHeE.

OTH ra3a, CJIOBHO HAIlOJIHEHHBIE BIaroy, 3actaBuinu Cs0 YKoyxsHa 3aMepeTh Ha MecTe.
JIu FOHBB3Y TOXeE 3aMEeTU 3TO U He yOepaKaJiCs OT BOCKJIUIAHUSA:

— Ero nuno gerCcTBUTENBHO I0X0XKe Ha JIUI0 HAIIEro KilaHa.

Cs10 UK0yX3HY BAPYT 3aX0TEJIOCh MOJOUTH U YKPHITh €r0 CBOUM IIJIAll[OM, YTOOHI 3aIUTUTH OT JOXK[.
BrITepeTs C ero nuia KaIiu BOOEl ¥ CIPOCUTH, KaK IIPOLIETI €T0 IeHb.

— 4... 4... — Cg0 YKOyX3H 3aMHyJICs, YYBCTBYs ce051 HEIOBKO. — BEI... 3TOT...
He3nakoMel OKHMHYJI €r0 B3rISA0M U CIIOKOWHO CKa3al:

— 4 3Hato TEOS.

— Kaxk BoI MeHd 3HaeTe? — crpocui Cso YK0yxaH, HO cpa3y ke Ioxkasen 06 9ToM.

Bernpb oH OBLI U3BECTHOW TUYHOCTHIO B LI3unbnuHe. OfHAKO HE3HAKOMEL OTBETHIL:

— B cronuie.

Cs0 I‘I}KOYXSH BHYTPEHHE BCTPEBOXKMUJICA. MeICTIH O CTOJHIIE BCerna BhI3LIBAIU Y HETO HENIPUATHEIE
BocrioMuHaHus. OH IIOMBITANICS IIpepBaTh HE3HAKOMIIA:

— ITaBaiiTe He OymeM rOBOPUTH O CTOJIUIIE...
Ho JIu KOuBB31 BMeIIancs:
— OW, 4YTO THI CJIBIIIAJ B CTOIUIIE?

— Huyero oco6eHHOT0, — He3HAKOMeI] OTKMHYJI MOKPHIE BOJIOCH CO 10a ¥ C JIETKON YCMEIITKON
nocMoTpent Ha Cs10 YxkoyxaHa. — f cibllian o yenoBeke 1o uMeHU Cs10 UKOYX3H, KOTOPHIH,
KaxeTcsl, Toxke u3 L[3uHbauHa. BO3M0OXKHO, 3TO IPOCTO COBIAfeHUe, HO OH ObIJT OMHUM U3 TPEX
Jy4LINX Ha UMIEePaTOPCKUX 9K3aMeHax. OgHAKO nepeq TeM, Kak IIpencTaTh eper UMIIEPaTopoM, OH
BOPYT 3asBUJI, UTO XO4YeT JKEHUTHCS Ha KHIXKHe YK0XKO, a 3aTeM, ollacasch HaKa3aHus, cOexan
o0paTHO B LI3WHBINH.

O9TH cn0oBa, TPOM3HECEHHBIE C JIETKOM UPOHKEH, YHUUTOXUIIK BCIO CUMIIATHIO0, KOTOPYio Csi0 YKOyXaH
MOT KCIIBITHIBATh K HE3HAKOMITY. Bce BOKPYT 3aMepiiy, TopakEHHbIE YCIbIIaHHBM. He3aBuCHMO OT
TOT0, HACKOJIbKO TPaBAMBOM Oblsla 3Ta UCTOPUSA, PaKT ocTaBancsa pakToM: Csi0 UKOYX3H CTOAN Y
BOPOT pe3upeHLuuu JIu, a He B CTONUYHOU AKaieMUu.

— Ax, — TUXu# 3BYK pa3gascs no3agu Cso YxkoyxaHa.

OH 06epHyJiCS ¥ YBUeN LIeCTHAAIATYI0 rocrnoxy JIu Yxkyio3, e€ nuuo ObI0 HAlloJTHEHO TPEBOTOM.
Mucc JIu geicTBUTENbHO Obl/Ia TaK Ke IMpPeKpacHa, Kak Ha IMOPTPeTax, C XKeMUYKHBIMHU CePEXKKaMHU B
yIIax, OfeTasl B JIETKOe IJIaThe C 30JI0TOU BHIIIMBKOM U YKpallleHHass 001aYHOM 3aKOJIKOM.



Ona OvICTPO B3si7a ce0s B PyKH, ClleTKa IMOKIOHUIAch JIu FOHBBAI0 1, He Taas Ha Cso UKOyxaHa,
CKa3asa:

— IMaTHagUATHE OpaT, Y MEHS €CTh BOIIPOC K 9TOMY T'OCIIOAMHY.
3aTeM OHa MOBEPHYJIACh K HE3HAKOMITY ¥ MSTKO CIIPOCHIIA:

— locioguH, BH yTBEPKIAETe, UTO SIBJISETECH YIEeHOM Halllel ceMbu. ECTh i y Bac
OOKa3aTelIbCTBa?

— EcTb, mporry npoineHus 3a 6eCIIOKOWCTBO. Y MEHS CThb Belllb, KOTOPAas MOATBEPIUT MO0
nugHOCTh. JIu KOHBY cpa3y y3HaeT e€.

JIn YKy103 BHUMaTEILHO IIOCMOTpPETIa Ha He3HaKOMIIa, CJIerkKa MPUKPHIB I'YOHI IIJIATKOM:
— locnioguH, BB 3HaeTe IpaBUJjia HallleTo JOMa U 3aKOHBI UMIIEPUH?

— KoHeuno.

YcnrimaB 3to, JIu Yxkyio3 obpaTunack K JIu FOHBBIIO:

— IIsaTHapuaThit 6paT, Ha yaulle HoXab. [louemy Obl He BIYCTUTH rocroauHa? IIocMOTpHY Ha ero
JoIanb, pa3Be OHa He IIpeKpacHa?

Jlomags, CJIOBHO IIOHMMAS CJIOBA, TOITHYJIA KOIIBITOM, pa30phI3TUBast BOMY.
— CecTpa, HO 4YTO, €CJI4 OH...

JIn YKy103 yIeIOHYIach:

— Ecnu oH oKaXeTcs MOILIEHHUKOM, 5 BO3bMY BUHY Ha ce0sl.

E€ yneibka Tponyna JIu KOHLB34, ¥ OH, He 3adyMbIBasiCh, COTJIACUIICS:

— Her, HeT, KaK 51 MOT'Y IT03BOJIUTH Tebe B3SATh BUHY? BnycTuTe rocrnoguHa.

— Braropapro Bac, NiTHaAATHIM MOJIOOY TOCIIOAUH U IIeCTHaAaTas rocrnoxa, — He3HaKOMell
TIOKJIOHUJICS.

— He ctout G6marogapHocTy, — ckasana JIu UYxKyr09, cierka IpunogHsaB OpoBu. — 4 cIibIIana ot
oTa ¥ 1mecTtoro 6paTta o BocbMoM OpaTe. Eciu BBl eHCTBUTEILHO UM SIBJISIETECH, TO MBI CTAaHEM
OJHOM ceMbeN. [axke ecnu HET, TO3BOJIUTh TOCIOAWHY OTHOXHYTbh — 3TO IIpaBUJIbHO. He BIYCTUTD €T0
OBLIO OB HEMOCTOMHO HAIlled CeMbH.

E€ cnoBa, agpecoBaHHble OpaTy, OBIIM Ha caMOM fiesie 06pallleHbl K He3HaKOMILY.
— {1 moHuMaro.

JIn YKy103, YCIIBIIIIAB €T0 OTBET, Y/ILIOHYIIAck, ClerkKa OIyCTHIIa TJla3a, TOKJIOHUIACh U yIIIJia BMECTe
CO CIIyKaHKOU, JepKaBIIerd 30HT.

Bceé aTo BpeMs oHa He B3TNIgHyNa Ha Cg0 YKOyX3Ha, CIOBHO €0 He CYLIeCTBOBalo. [laxke OXpaHHUKH
CMOTDENY Ha HEro C HeJOyMeHUEM.



Cs10 Y2KOYX3H ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO EMY HE BE3ET B 3TOM TOTY.
STOT YeoBeK He TOJIbKO YHU3UJI €r0, HO ¥ Pa3pyLIUI er0 penyTaluio.
[Tpoxopst Mumo Cs0 YKoyx3Ha, He3HAKOMEI] C JIETKOM HaCMeIIKOM ITOKJIOHUIICS:

— 4 maBHO CIBIIIAT 0 3HAMEeHUTOM rocnofgrHe LI3i0asHe. 4 JIu YxkyHHaHb. Y Hac eIe OymeT BpeMs
II03HAKOMHUTHCS.

JIu! Yxyn! Hanp! Cg0 YKOyx3H ¢ THEBOM IIOBTOPHUJI 3TO UMS B YMe, YyBCTBYS, KaK B HEM
pasropaeTcst 9pocTb. OH He MOT IIOHSTh, YTO €ro 0oJIbllle 37TUT: TO, YTOo JIu UXyHHaHb Ty0INYHO
PACKpELUI €T0 IPOIIIoe, UK TO, YTO TOT OB KpacuBee ero caMoro.

Y Hac emié OymeT BpeMs, XOPOIIIO.

JIn FOHBBAM, BU[S, UTO €T0 CECTPa Tak 6/1aroCKJI0HHA K HE3HAKOMILY, ITOCIIENINTT YCTPOUTE JIu
YkyHHaHS B pe3upeHuu. Jlomans Takxke Obljla IepefiaHa Ha Ione4YeHue CyT.

Korpa onu Bomuiu BHYTPS, JIu KOHBEB3H CIIPOCHUIT:
— THI merCTBUTEILHO MO BOCEMOM Opat?
3aTeM OH MaXHYJI pyKOU, ¥ OXpaHHUK BCTal pAaoM c Jlu YxyHHaHeM, epxKa 30HT.

— Ia, — otBeTwn JIu YKyHHaHb, 3aMETHB, UTO OXPAHHUK UMEET YePTH JIUIa, XapaKTePHEIe s
HApOJOB CeBepa, U SIBHO 00JlaflaeT HaBHIKAMU OOEBHIX UCKYCCTB.

— He cTout 6eCIioKOUTHCS, S CaM CIIPABJIIOCh, — CKa3aJl OH, IPOTITUBAS PYKY, YTOOBI B3SITh 30HT.
OpHako OXpaHHUK HE OBUTAJICS, €r0 r'jla3a CBEPKHYIIH XOIOA0M.
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