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— A 3TOT IPUTOH... OH MHE He HPaBUTCS, — IIOCTy4aB 110 CTeHKe KapeThl, mo6aBun Li3u Baiio. —
Tex, KOro HykHO, OTITycTUTE. Tex, Koro HyxHO, yOeuTe.

CompoBoXaaBIlInii KApeTy rBapaeel] KUBHYJ U OTAEIUIICS OT OTPsifa.

Msub JIu B3T/ISHYT Ha CBOET0 TOCIOAMHA C YOUBJIEHUEM. 3a BCe NEeCATh C JIUIIHUM JIeT CIyKOBl OH
BIIEPBEIE CIIBIIIAJ OT HET'O IPUKa3, B KOTOPOM 3BYYasio CII0BO «yOUTH».

Heckonbko J1eT Ha3aj OAWH U3 JBOPIOBEIX CIIYT 3aCHYJI Ha [eKypCTBe. 3aHaBECKa OT IIOPHIBa BeTpa
KOCHYJIaCh CBEYH, ¥ BCIILIXHYJI IT02KAp. XOTs Cropesia JIWIIh [T0JIOBUHA 3aHABECKH, BO IBOPIIE 3TO
CUYMTANIOCh CEPhE3HEIM IMIPOCTYIKOM, 3a KOTOPHIH 10 YCTABY MOJIarasoch He MeHee MATUIeCATH
yOApoB MaJlKaMyu — BepHasi cMepTh. Ho KHS3b IpHKa3aa OCTAHOBUThL HaKa3aHKe U JIKID omTpadoBal
BHHOBHOTO Ha MBYXMECSIYHOE XKaJIOBaHbe.

Iaxe 3a Takoe CEPLE3HOE [IeJ10, KaK I0Kap B 3allPETHOM TOPOE, OH IIPOSIBUII CHUCXOXKIEHHUE.
3HAQYUT, CETOMNHS ero NeHCTBUTENILHO Pa303JIHIIH.

— Bamie BricouecTBO, — THX0 IPOTroBOopua MsHb JIu, — HO Bedb HECKOIBKO THEHW Ha3ajl BEI
TOBOPHIIH...

Heckomnbko I[HefI Ha3aad OH 'OBOPHUIJI, YTO XO0YET OBITH MHDPHBIM KHA3€M, YTO HE CTOHUT JIE3Th HA POXKOH
N JOBOOUTH MECTHBIX OO KpaﬁHOCTH.

1131 Bai1io pe3Ko OTKPHIT I'la3a.

— Vi3HavanpHO S TaK U JyMas, — OH BCKUHYJ 6pOBb. — HO ITOTOM s TOPa3MBICIIMIT: KTO S, ¥ KTO OH?
[ToueMy s fONIKEH TEPHIETH?

Msns JIu nuib B3OOXHYII. [Toxoxke, 3TOT L[HHB CH JIefICTBI/ITeJILHO CyMeIJI BEIBECTHU KHA3S U3 ce0Ost.
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TeM Ke BeUepoM B pe3ufeHuuu LIgHs.

— IlosTopu! Yto cnyuusnocs ¢ FOH-3poM?! — BcKpuyan LigHp YxuBsm.

Cnyra C PaCIIyXIMuM JIMIIOM XM CHHSKAMHK Had PYKaX M HOT'aX CTOSJI IIepen HUM. FHYGOKI/IG 60p03;[bI Ha
3aIlACThAX BEIOABaJIX, YTO €ro TOJIBKO YTO Pa3BA3adJIA.



— BTopo# MoJ1070¥ TOCIIOAKH. .. — XPHUILJIO ITPOrOBOPUIT OH, — €T'0 MTOXUTHUIH JIIonu KHA3s 2Kyst!

— B3pop! — LigHb YXKuB3M ymapuil KyJjlakoM I10 cToily. — C Kakou CcTaTé KHA3I0 noxuinaTs KOH-3pa!l

BHe3amHo ero oCeHuo.

— OH nokuHyI pe3ugeHuuio?! 4 xKe CTPOro-HaCTPOro 3alpeTusl eMy BHIXOOUTH B 3TU OHU!

B 3ane Bomapunack MEpPTBas TUlIMHA. HUKTO He cMen 0TBeTUTh. KTO MOT OCTaHOBUTE BTOPOTO
MOJIOZOTO T'OCIIOWHA, €CJIA OH PEeIlUJI BEIUTU?

— Tax u ecTh, TaK u eCTb... — npobopMmoTan LigHs YKuBau. — OH, HOJIKHO OBIT, CTOJIKHYJICS C
KHSI3eM, ¥ TOT B THEBE MPHKa3aj ero CXBaTUTh... XopoI KHg3b! Ox, xopor!

— Orer, 3mech HaBepHSIKa €CTh IPUYMHA, HE CIIEIINTEe, — BMeIancs cTapini CelH LI YKUBA4,
Lisab Baitnsab. — To, 4TO OHM OPOCUIIM 3TOTO CIYTY Y HAIIMX BOPOT, 03HAYaeT, YTO OHU IIPOCTO
XOTeJNH IepenaTh BeCTh. BTopoi Opat, CKopee BCETro, OTAeNaeTCs apoil CUHSIKOB, eT0 XKU3HU HUYEro
He yrpoxaer.

OH [OBEPHYJICS K CIIyTe.

— Kak uMeHHO BB OCKOPOMIM KHs351?... PaccKa3biBall BCE, YTO BUIEI U CIIBIIIAJ, B METbYAUIINX
nogpo6HOCTSX!

— Her, 3T0 OBl He KHA3b, @ TOT rocnoauH YxaH CaHb, 4YTO OBUI C HUM... — C HECYACTHBIM BUIOM
Havas ciayra. — CTapuii rOCIIOAKH, BCE IPOU30IIO0 KaK-TO CTPaHHO. BTOPOU rOCIIONUH BCTPETUTT
aroro YxaH CaHs B «CsiHbK31ae». CHavasa X0Ten ObIJI0 yCTPOUTh CKaHJal, HO, YBUAEB, KTO IIEPeN
HUM, CMEHUJ THEB Ha MUI0CTh. OHU maxe BeIIUIX BMecTe! [I0TOM BTOPOU TOCIIONVH TOBET €T0 B
naBusboH [lonHou JIyHE pa3snekaTtecs. Ho He ycnienu OHU BOUTH B KOMHATY, KakK 3TOT YxkaH CaHb
BBIIIEJI, XJIOTIHYB [IBepPbI0. BTOpOo# rocnoguy emie nobexarsn 3a HUM, U3BUHSJICA... A KaK TOJIBKO TOT
yexall, HaC BCeX CXBaTU/IU U CBS3aJIY, a 1aBUJIbOH 3aKPBUIH.

— O 4éM OHU TOBOPUJIM B KOMHATe? — XOJIOGHO cIipocun LI BounaHs.

Cpenu CyTHMKOB KHS351 OB TUIb Milafumui 6paT Kauijepa 'y, Yxkan 9p. Hukakoro Yxan Cans.
Ho B3ITh BEIMBIIIJIEHHOE UM OBIIO OOBIYHBIM [I€JIOM.

— BTopoii rocrionuH He Bejiel HaM BXOAUTh, — OITYCTUB I'OJIOBY, OTBETUII ClTyTa. — OHU OBIIU TaM
omuu. TOJIBKO B COCeMHEN KOMHATE XK1Jla KaKas-TO KpacaBHIIa...

3HAYUT, Ies10 OBITI0 TEMHOE.



— Ckazan, Kyfia ero yBe3nu?! — cHoBa cpocun LIsgHb BoumnsaHs.

Crnyra nokadaji rOJI0BOM.

— 4 He paccrbIlIa, YTO-TO BPOE «TEMHBINA TOPT»...

LissHb BaitnsiHb 00671eTUEHHO B3[IOXHYJI U IOBEPHYJICS K OTIIY.

— Orer, He BonHyHTeCh. CKOpee BCETO, BTOPOU OpaT MOBEJN Ce6s CIUIITKOM BEICOKOMEPHO U OCKOPOUII
rocroguHa YxkaHa, ¥ TOT OTIPABUII ero B AHBIR3KWH... HailTk ero Ha «TEMHOM Topre» OymeT nerko. 4
TIOILIJTIO JTI0JIed B CTOJIMILY, OHU BHIKYTISIT ero. B KpaliHeM ciy4ae, 3alljlaTuM I1000Ibine. A BEI ITOKa
OTIIPaBbTE MIPUTTIAIlIEHNE B UMIIEPATOPCKYIO ycamb0y. Bo3mMoxkHO, KHA3b 2Kyi elllé He 3HAeT 00 3TOM.
BpaxnoBaTh ¢ KaHIJlepoM ['y HaM HU K 4eMy. Jlydlie MONpOCUTh KHA3S CTaTh IIOCPEOHUKOM U
y1aguTh 3TO Heio.

[Toka ero BTOporo 6para He yOUIIH, BCE €€ MOXKHO OBIJIO UCIIPABUT.

— W KaK TONBKO S MOT POAUTHL TaKOTO HErogdas! — ¢ HeHaBUCThIO npoimumen Lsgap Yxkupau. — YTo
XK, Ipyroro Beixopa HeT!
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Houbto LIgHb YKMB3M SIBUICS C BUSUTOM. B 9T0 BpeMs L[3u Boiilfio nupoBan CoO CBOUMU APY3bSIMMU.
Boiips mog cBopwl ranepen, Lissas YKuBsii yBUAeN BAAJX, Y BOMHI, SPKO OCBEIIEHHBIN ITaBUIIbOH.
My3riKa, cMeX, 3BOH O0KasioB... B 1leHTpe, B alloM OfiesTHUY, BOCCenasl X0351UH nupa. Miaganu o
Ka3aJICs MbIIAIOIIKUM OTHEM, HE3EMHBIM CYIIIECTBOM.

Lsap YKKBI¥ 3aMep, MOPaKEHHBIN. JIWIIL KOTma CIyra KalsHyJsI, OH OYHYJICS U MPOIOIKHUI ITyTh.

— Huxanmmu cnyra LsHp YKuB3K nIpuBeTCTBYeT Baie BeicouecTBO, — OH HU3KO ITOKJIOHUJICS.

— CanoBHuK Lgub? YTo mpuBeso Bac cioga? — HeOpexkHo O6pocun LI3u Baiiio, He onyckas 6okaa.

— IIpocTuTe 3a GecmnokoiicTBo, Baire BricouecTBO, — coOpaBIIKCh C AyXoM, Hadas L[gHp YKUBIN. —
4 crpian, ceromHsl B TOPOAe ONHO 3aBefleHre BRI3BAJIO Ballle HEYOOBOJILCTBYE M OBIJIO 3aKPHITO.
IIPUIIETT ITPOCUTE MIPOIIEHUS.

OH pemus CHa4aJjla MPOIIynaTh Mo4YBy. Ec/ii KHA3b HE B KypCe, OH CMOXKET IIOTIPOCUTD €T0 O
TIOCPETHUYECTBE.

— A, TaK BBl U3-3a 3TOT0, — LI31 BaiIli0 IeHUBO TOBEPTEN B PyKax U3SUTHEIA He(PUTOBBIN OOKal. —



Ila, g Bemen 3aKPBITh TOT IIPUTOH. nu IIPOYYHUTE OOJHOTO YEJIOBEKA... To, 4TO 1 TaM YBHIEII, OBIJIO MHE
OTBPATUTEJIBHO. CaHOBHUK LsHb, 9 HE 7100110 BMEIIINBATLCS B qyXKue fgejia, HO pa3 YK BEHI IIPHUIIIIH,
CKaXy IIPsSIMO... B BalllUX BJIaA€HUAX CIIUIITKOM MHOI'O TOT'O, YTO BEI3BIBAET Y MEHSA OMEP3E€HUE.

Ceppue Ligab YKUB3S YXHYJIO BHUS.

— Ot10 Mo BrHa! [Ipomy, HakaxuTe MeHs, Baie BricouecTBo!

— He ctourt, — L[3u Baiiifio ycMexHyiics. — ¢ pa3oOpascs ¢ 3TUM OeJioM, Tak IIyCTh BCE Tak U
OCTaeTCsl.

Ecnu GOv1 LIsiHb YkuBaHM ObUT YMEH, OH OBl ceriuac ke ymanuics. OH He MOT ITO3BOJIUTDH cebe
BpaXoBaTh C KaHILIepoM ['y, He roBops yxKe 0 KHs3e XKye.

— YTto0 Xe Tebs TaK pa303/1uyio? — ¢ J060MBEITCTBOM cripocun Li3u Jlio.

— Tak, Mpa3b ogHa, — HeOpexkHO oTBeTun 31 Boiitto. — He CTOUT U TOBOPUTH, TOIBKO YIIIN MapaTh.

Yxkan 9p u LI3oy Canb xopo1uo 3Hanu L[3u Baiimo. Ecnu oH Ha3Bal KOro-TO Mpa3bio U IpUKa3al
3aKpHITH LleJIoe 3aBefleHre, 3HAUUT, JeJI0 OBUIO NeHCTBUTEILHO I'PSI3HOE.

— CanoBHUK LIsHb, BH crnblianu? — KuBHYJ 131 JIo. — [TocTynaiiTe, Kak BeJeHO.

— HW3-3a Takoi Menoyn 6eCIOKOUTh Hac? — moOaBwi YxkaH Jp. — HeBaxkHEBIN U3 BaC YHHOBHUK,
caHOBHUK lIsHB!

— Tak HaCTOWYHBO SIBUIHCH IIPOCHUTL IIPOIIEHHUMA... — IIOOXBATHUIL HBOY Canb. — CaHOBHHUK L sHE, YX
HE BBl JIX B 3TOM 3aMEIIaHbI?

sup YKUB3M HE MOT CKPBITh TOPeYy Ha JIUIIE.

— IIpu3sHawcsh, TOT, KO0 CXBATUJIU 110 IIpuKa3y Bamero BeicouecTBa, — MOU POACTBEHHUK...
BMHOBAT, He YCJIeUTI 3a CBoel ceMbeli! IIpoiy, HakaxXKuTe MeHs!

— O6oitméTech, — cka3an Li3u Baiiio. — Bl — BaKHBIM YMHOBHUK, CAHOBHUK MMIlepaTopa. 4 ke —
BCETO JIMIIb MTPa3aHbIM KHSA3b U He UMe0 ITpaBa Bac CyguTh. K yeMy 3TH TeaTpasibHbIE CTEHAHUS?

— Bcero nuis He ycneounu 3a CeMbEN, — C yNbIOKO# f00aBui OH. — B Kaxkoii ceMbe ecThb
TapIIKrBas OBIla. ITO HE TaKoe YK OO0JIbIIoe MPeCcTyIieHne. XOTUTE N0Ka3aTh CBOIO MPENAaHHOCTh —
moe3xaiTe B AHBLU3UH U UCIIOBEOyUTeCh neper ['ocymapem.



CrnoBa 3acTpsinu y LIsiHb UKuB9s B TOpiie. Bce 9T 10HIE OB M3 3HATHEIX CEMEH, BCe 3a0[IHO C
KHs13eM. KTo ocMenuTcs uM nepeduTs? [TpUImoch mpornoTuTh 06uny. OH pelms, YTO BePHETCS U
co0epéT nmoborblne geHer. BO3M0XKHO, KHSI3b, IIOJIYYUB B3ATKY, CMUJIOCTUBUTCS.

3ps oH cerogus npuméen! Ecnu 661 OH OelCTBOBaT TUX0, BCE MOXKHO OBIJIO OBl yIafuTh. A Tenephb OH
BLICTaBUJI ce0s Tak, OYATO MBITANCSA TAaBUTh CBOMM I0JI0KEHUEM, U BIOOABOK BBICIIYIIAJ CTOJILKO
YHUKEHUMN.

— CanoBHUK L[gHB, ¥ Bac ecTh elll€ HeOT/IOXKHBIE efla? — BHe3amHo cripocun L3u Jlio.

Barmapg L[3u Bauiio CKOIb3HYI B CTOPOHY, U TYT XKe IMOSABUJICA ciyra. LigHb YKuB310 HUYEro He
0CTaBaJIOCh, KaK OTKJIaHATHCH.

— Takux 51 HacMoTpencs, — GBIpKHYN YKaH IP, KaK TOJIHKO OH YIIEN.

— I'me 3TO THI HACMOTpPEJCS? — C JIIOOOIBITCTBOM CIpocut 113u Baiiirio.

— I'me 51 ux TonNbKO He Bumen! — orBeTus YxkaH Ip. — Halra ceMbst BOCeEMb ITOKOJIEHUH Oblla
IIPOCTHIMU 3eMiiefiesibIllaMu. TOIBKO MO# cTapIui 6paT okKa3ascs crocobeH K HaykaMm. OH y Hac
moOpEIl, BCeM, KTO KOT'Ia-TO IIOMOTaJI Halllel CeMbe, CTapaeTCst OTIIJIATUTh. BOT ¥ pa3Benoch BOKPYT
HETO I1eJI0e CTafo HaxjeOHUKOB. Bo3oMHUNM 0 cefe HeBECTh UTO, IIPUXOASIT K OpaTy ¢ mpochbaMu
Tak, OyATO C UMIIEPATOPCKUM YKa30M...

Bce paccMesinuch, ¥ pa3roBOp Iepemén Ha 3a6aBHbIe HCTOPUY U3 XKU3HU CeMbU YKaH.

[Tup mpomorKascs m0 Mo3mHeW Hour. Bce pa3omyuch OBOIbHEIE, U HUKTO He IPUIal 3HAUYeHU s
CETOIHSIIHEMY TTPOUCIIECTBHUIO.
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Bepnysuucs gomoin, Liguas YxkuBsn 3actan Lisas BaunsgHsa y BOPOT.

— 4 pasy3Hai, BTopoii 6paT edCTBUTENbLHO Ha TyTH B AHbI3KH... OTell, KaK BCE IPOIII0?

— ITOT HEerofsdl, — CAepKuBas IPOCTh, npouenus L{gus YK1UB3M, — OH OCKOPOUI CaMOT0 KHA3S
Kys!

— 3HAYUT, CIIyX4 O TOM, YTO KHS3b — OTbSIBJIEHHLIN HETOAsAM, He COOTBETCTBYIOT e CTBUTEIHbHOCTH,
— 3agyMuuBoO npousHeéc LIsiHb BalngHs.

sub YK1B9H BOIIET B KAOMHET U 3aIlep OBEPb.



— KT0 3T0 BCE yCcTpoun? — OH TKHYJI ITajIblleM B CTapIIero ChiHa. — ['0OBOPU YECTHO, TH K 3TOMY
npuydacTeHn?!

— Ore1, g He HaCTONBKO O6e3yMeH, YTOObI TOACTABIATE POAHOr0 OpaTa, — CIOKOMHO oTBeTUN LIsHb
Baiingab. — 910 OBINIa OIPOMETYUBOCTH BTOPOTo Oparta... [TaBunboH ITonHo# JIyHEL ceiyac mycr,
HUKOro He HauTu. Ho, MoXkeT, 3T0 U K nyuuieMy... OTel], UMIIepUs yKPenuiaach, 3TO A0 CIUIIKOM
PHUCKOBaHHO. [laBaliTe BOCIONIL3YEMCS 3TUM CllydyaeM, YTOOBI BHIUTH U3 UTPHIL.

— Tol gyMaellb, MOKHO IIPOCTO TaK B34Th U BEIUTH? — paccMestyica Ligap Yxkupsi. — ['ocymaps
IaBHO TOYUT Ha MeHs 3y6! Toro, 4To g yKe chesas, XBaTUT, YTOOL Ka3HUTh HAIl POX [EeBATH pa3!
Ecnu OB 1 He 3aMeTasI CIedsl, T OBl 3[eCh ceryac He CTOos!

— Ho Tort, npyro#, Toxe He aHren! — Bo3pa3ui LigHb BainsiHb. — 3akiIo4yaTh C HUIM COI03 — BCE
PaBHO 4TO IOTOBAPUBATLCS C TUTPOM!

— HoBonbHO! — oTMaxHysncsa Lisiub YxuBail. — ['ocymaps yke HEB3II00MI MeHs, paclipaBa — JIUIIb
BOIIPOC BpeMeHHu! A Tereph MHI elllé U OCKOpOUIM KHsI3s. [Ipyroro BrIXoOa HET — HYKHO
nercTBOBaTh! Kak TONMBKO KHS3b MOKKMHET Npefentl LltoaHp4K0y, HanagauTe!

s BaunsHe moxosaoaesn. Bo3aMoXKHO, TOOb yCIexa JIUIIUIINA er0 0TI[a OCTOPOKHOCTH.

— Orel, He TOBOpPUTE cropsida. KH3s [0oAro gepxkKaid B CTONXIE, OH MOJO 1 ropsd. Cenyac,
BBIPBABIINCH Ha CBOOOMAY, OH 0COOEHHO 3aHOCUYUB. BTOpO¥ OpaT MPOCTO MONascs Mo ropsdyio pykKy.
Ho ero Bcero nmuiirb OTIpaBUIu B AHBI3KWH, 3HAYUT, KHSI3b HE X0YET CCOPUTHCS C BAMM [I0 KOHIIA.

— M&I 3a100puM ero JeHbraMu, U3BUHUMCS. 3aueM mpuberath K HaCUIN? — ybexkaasn oH. —
[ToxuTUTB €ro ceiyac 6eCCMEBICIIEHHO, OH He CTAaHET HAaC CIyIIaTh. MBI TOJIBKO HACTPOUM IIPOTUB Ce0s
o0e cTtopoHkl. K Tomy ke, Haul pop riay6oko ykopenusncs B [{oaHbpuxkoy. Ecnu ¢ KHSI3eM 4TO-TO
CIYYUTCS, KAK TOJIBKO OH ITOKWHET Halllk 3eMJIH, HeyxKeu ['ocymapbh HU4ero He 3al0m03PUT?

— 3a moKyllleHue Ha Hero notpeboBajid BCEro ABECTU THICAY JISTHOB cepebpa, — OH YyCMEeXHyIcsa. — 3a
BTOpPOro OpaTa MBI IpeI0KUM BaBoe Gosnbie. Kakas o0ufa yCTOUT Iepes YeTHIpbMICTaMu
THICSIYAMU?

Jléxa B moctenu, LI3u Baliiio cHOBa ¥ CHOBa MPOKPYYUBal B TOJI0BE COOBITHS HS.

...HeT! OH gonxkeH HanucaTh OpaTy ¥ Ha BCE I10XKaAJI0BATHCS!
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