OyeHb CTPaHHO. HeKOTopre Belly OYEHb IIPUATHEI, HO €CJIM CKa3aThb 00 aTOM BCIIYX, TO 6yneT O4Y€Hb
HEJIOBKO.

B kon1e kou110B, Cor CoH He ObINT 9KCTpaBepTOM. B mporoi xku3uu JIu Csi0 BCI0O HOYb ITPOSIBIISIT
nHuLraTUBy. Ho 3meck, moxoxe, JIu Csi0 He mposiBNIsSn HUKakoro uHtepeca. Con CoH OBIn
€IMHCTBEHHHIM, KTO X0TeJl pebeHKa, T03TOMY OH MOT PAaCCUMTHIBATh TOJILKO Ha Ce0s, YTOOHI YTOIUTh
JIu Cso.

Ho maxe ecnu Obl OH XOTeJI IIOJTy4YUTh YTO-TO OT JIu Cs10, OH He NPUBHIK [ieflaTh TaKKe BEIIH.

OH omyCTUJI rOJIOBY, KOHYMKHU €T0 yIei MoKpacHeu, ol 60sics cMoTpeTh Jlu Csi0 IpsiMo B riiasa.

[TosToMy OH He CMOT YBUAETH, KaK IIOTeMHeNHU rj1a3a JIu Cs0 B 0TBeT Ha ero ciosa. JIu Cs0 CriaoTHyI
U npuxkan ero k cede. "CoH-3p... TaK CUJIBHO JIIOOUT 3TOTO KOPOIs?"

[ontoc 3By4an HECKOJIBKO XPUILIOBaTO, 0T4Yero yimu Con CoHa moKpacHenu ere 6osbine. OH MOOHS
PYKY U4 HEJIOBKO I104ecall ee, IpourenTtas: "O4eHs".

To, 4TO y HUX ecTh peOEHOK, BCe PaBHO CYUTAETCS, BEPHO?

[Manbiet JIu Cso mpobexkanuch 1o ero AMTUHHBIM BojiocaM. CoH COH OTYeT/IMBO ITOYYBCTBOBAI
TpUOIUKAOIIEeCs TEI0 YyKoro Tena. OH 3acTaBui ce0sT YCIIOKOUTHCS, MTOHSIIT TOJIOBY, YTOOH
BCTPETHUTHCS B3TNISAAOM C JIu Csi0, ¥ MPUTOTOBUIICS COOTAa3HUTE €ro elle HeMHOTO...

"Barme BricouecTBO!" BApyr ¢ Apyrou CTOPOHEI pa3paics ronoc ynpasnsmomero Lu. O cka3an: "Mul
[IPUBEINH YeJI0BEeKa, KOTOPOTO Bl UCKalIm".

O6a Ha MraoBeHue 3amepiu. JIu Cs10 pe3KOo MPUTIOTHSIT €0 3aTHUIOK U BIIUJICS IIOLIEIyeM B €ro I'yOHl.
Ero noueny# 6611 04ueHb cTpacTHHIM, CoH COH IpaKTH4YeCcKU 3a0blT Kak ObInaTh. TONMBKO IOCTe TOTO,
KaK JIpyTOM BCTaJI ¥ VIIeJI, OH IOHSJI, YTO ero cepale ObICTPO KOJIOTUTCS.

3afepHyB IOJIOT KPOBATH, OH MOTSIHYJ 3a MOUKY yxa. OH HAaXMypHIICS, a TJ1a3a 3aCIe3UIUCE.

O 4deM, 4epT BO3bMH, 5 IyMaJl, TaK PaHO YTPOM...

On OTKHHYIJI TEIJIOe OesAJI0, HEMHOI'O IIPHUIIEII B cebs1, a 3aTeM CKaTHIICS C KPOBATH.

3a ympasnsoumM Ly Bcerma xogun Manbyuk mo umMmeHu [{u Xaoions. OH OBIT elle COBCEM
MaJIeHbKUM, HO 04€Hb KPACUBBIM U YMHBIM. XOAWUIM CIIyXH, YTO OH OB IPUEMHBIM CHIHOM
ynpasnsoero [y, Kak Tonsko Con CoH BhIIIEN U3 KOMHATHI, MOsBUICS LIy XaoHb U CKa3all:
"BaHbra OTIIPABUJICS B IAPAIHKIN 3aj1, YTOOBI TOIPUBETCTBOBATE I'OCTS. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMsi OH
BEpPHETCS, YTOOBI ITOYKUHATD C T'YHIU3H "



OH 1mo3BaJI CNIyT, 4ToO0R! Te oMoriid CoH COHY YMBITHCS ¥ ITPOIIOJIOCKATE POT, 3aTEM IIPHUKA3al
TIOfaTh TEMJIyIo Yaly ¢ 6arogom. Yamra Gbiia crenana u3 6emoro HedpuTa. CBepKalouiee mpo3pavHoe
JTAaCTOYKHHO THE3[0 BHTJISIEIO B Hel 0YeHb KPaCHBO.

Xao10Hb CHSJI KPHILIKY C Yalld, CKa3aB HECKOIBKO HOOPHIX C/I0oB B afpec JIu Cs10: "ITO TaCTOUYKHUHO
THE3[0 BHICIIIETO KauyeCTBa, BaHbIa CIieluanbHO €30UJT BO ABOPEL], YTOOH ITOIIPOCUTD €T0 B Harpaay y
uMmnepartopa. Y3 Bcex nofen B 3TOM IIOMeCThe TOJIBKO BBl MOXKETE €0 BHIIIUTL".

Con CoH IOHSJI, YTO JTaCTOYKUHO THE3[0 He ObI0 00BIYHBIM IpogyKToM. C Tex mop Kak JIu Cso
BOILIEJI B IOMECThE, OH CMEIINBAJI CBOIO NIy CO BCEBO3MOXKHBIMU J00aBKaMu, YTOOI CTaTh CUJILHEE.
Ema GblyTa OqHOBpPEMEHHO BKYCHOM U muTaTeNnbHON. CoH COH 3aMHTEPEeCOBaJICS KyXHel, KOrha B
meTcTBe HaOmMIOman 3a CBOUM fenoM. OH MOT IIOHSITh, UTO IIOBAp Ha KyXHe HOJIKeH OBLI IIOTPATUTh
MHOTO YCUJIU# ¥ TIOAYMaTh Haj] BCEMHU CBOUMHU OJTIOHaMU.

YcneimaB cioBa Ly XaowoHb, OH ¢1abo yIRIOHYICS, a ero CeP/Ie TI0YYBCTBOBAJIO TPUITUB
6maromapHocT# K JIu Csio.

Ho nouemy JIu Csg0 Tak XOpoIIo K HeEMY OTHOCUTCSA? UTO UMEeHHO eMy HykHO0? OH [axKe He BHITJISAOeN
0c000 yBII€YEHHHIM...

B 3TOT MOMEHT 13 ITapafHOro 3ajla JOHEeCIUCh KpUKHU. LIy XaolHb MOACKOYMII, @ OKPYXKaIlKe CIyTU
Opocunuck Bliepen u ¢ cunon 3akpbtu ABepu. Con CoH yauBIEHHO BCTasl: "UTO CTy4unocs?"

Cnyru monuanu. Lz XaoHb ToXKe MpUCeNl Ha KOPTOUKY B OTHAJIEHUU OT ABEPH, POT ObLIT 3aKPHIT.

Con CoH, Ka3anoch, 9TO-TO IOHAN U crpocuil: "C KeM CerogHs BCTPeYaeTCsa ero BEICOYeCTBO?"

"f1... 1 He 3HAKW". pacTepsHHO ckalas [Iu XaowHs: "OTell 00BIYHO HE TOBOPUT MHE 00 3TOM".

Con Con Haxmypurcs. [llym cHapyu Bce ellle He yTuXal, CIIbIIAaCcsS ciabblit 3ByK nageHus. OH
Havas OecnokouThcs. Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTZla OH IIOOyMaJl O TOM, YTOOHI BHITU U BCe
IIPDOBEPUTH, TEHb BHE3AITHO CTOJIKHYIACh C ABepbio. CKBO3b OyMakHYI0 IBeph CoH COH OTUETINBO
yBUZEJI KPOBaBHIY OTIIEYaTOK PYKU, MEAJIEHHO CII0/I3al0INN BHUS.

Kto-To ymep.

Cnyru BHYTpHU 3aXajy PTH U B yKace 0OHSIUCH APYT C APYTOM, UX julla ObIIN GeNTbIMU, KaK
poCTeIHU. TONBKO B 9TO BpeMs Llu XaowHs, HakoHel], Aann CoH CoHy onpenesieHHbN OTBET, IIPA 9TOM
npoxa. "Y BaHbra... CHOBa npucTymn"

['y6sr Con CoHa Ha CeKYHAOY 3aApoxanu. Ecnu B mpoIion xKu3uu oH yxke Bumen JIu Csio Bo BpeMs
IIPUCTYIIOB, TO B 3TOM KU3HU CTOJIKHYJICS C HUM BIlepBhle. ET0 pecHUIIb 3aTpeneTan. BHe3anHoO OH
IIaTHYJI BIlepen, 4ToOs OTKPHITH OBepb. Llu XaoroHb Tak ucmyrancs, uro 6pocusncs Kk Cyn Cony,



4yTOOBI CXBAaTUTh €ro 3a Hory. "['yHI3El! Bel HEe MoxeTe yitu! Ecnu ¢ BaMu 4TO-TO CIy4UTCS, BaHbra
00s13aTelbHO 0OBUHUT MEHS, KOTra IpumeT B cebs!"

Con Con mocTaparicsi, 4ToObl ero rojioc He gpoxar, u mpoirenTtai. "Co MHOM HUYEro He CIIy4YuTCs."

"Het!" 3akpuyan Llu Xaowns. "He yxogute! [IpocTo nomoxpure... Korga Bce B mapagHOM 3aiie
yMpyT, Baubra ycnokoutcs. Torga... Torga Bce OyneT B mopsigke".

Emy 651710 Bcero 13-14 neT. B aTOoT MOMeEHT ero nutio 6s110 6eneiM, oH o0HUMan 6enpa Con CoHa, ero
OoJbIlye ¥ KPYTIIbIe TJIa3a MepenonHsaiuch cine3amu. Con CoH cxkait ero nmasnbibl. OH 3HAJ, YTO
nomxkeH yiutu. Eciu Bce OyeT Tak ke, KakK B MPOIIION XKHU3HU, TO OH CMOXKET CIIaCTH XKU3HU BCEX
9THUX HeBUHHEIX JIIOJEH.

OH notgnHyscs, 4ToOu yopaTh pyku Llu XaoloHs, mpomenTas: "He BonHylicd, f...".

B 3TOT MOMEHT KTO-TO TOJIKHYJI ABEPE. TPYII, IeKaBUIUK TaM [I0 3TOT0, ObICTPO yOpasu. [TosiBunachk
ToXKuas ciayKaHka u obpaTtunach K Con Cony: "Bac Bei3Ban BaHbra".

"HeBo3MoxkHO!" cpa3y ke 3akpuyas Llu XaowoHs: "BaHbrs HEe MOXKET HUKOIO y3HaTh. OH HUKAaK He
Mor Ha3BaTh uMs CoH ['yHU3EHI!".

Ho Con CoH chenan nay3y, 4ToObl ocayinaTh. OH 3HaJ, 9YTO 9TO BO3MOXKHO. B IIpoIisii pas3, Koraa
oH Bugen JIlu Csio B IpedsIAylIed xKU3HU, TOT YOUIT BCEX BO OBOPIlE. B pa3rap KpoBaBoii 6ouHu JIu
Cs10 03upajcs 0 CTOPOHAM, BHIKPUKHUBAS €r0 uMs 1o Hoc. Eciiu Ovl He TOT (aKT, YTO OH MOT
BHE3aITHO HayaTh YOUBATH JIIOAEH, TO, eciiu Obl He OIUH U3 TAKUX IIPUCTYIIOB, OH O ITOKA3aJICst 0YEHb
cepbe3nnM Tynuiied. Korga on uckan Con CoHa, OH Besl ce0s1 HEMHOTO HAaUBHO U PACTEPSHHO.

[Toxwunas ciayKaHKa yIa, Kak OyOTo TOPOMMIIack, a 3aTeM BHe3aIlHO BepHynIach. OTnuxHyB Liu
XaowHb HOTOM, OHa cxBaTuna CoH CoHa ¥ BBEITOJIKHYJIa €ro 3a ABepb. OHa CKa3aja OCTaBIIMMCS
BHYyTpHU: "[loMHUTE, 4TO ero no3saa Banera. Hadye, ecnu fenno qOUAET A0 pacCcienoBaHus... UMEHHO
Bac 00BHHAT B TOM, UTO BEI HE 3aIl[UTUIIU €ro".

IBepb CHOBa 3aKphUTack. Con CoH He oOpailllayl BHUMaHMS Ha TO, YTO IPOUCXOOHUIIO Mo3aau Hero. Kak
TOJIBKO OH BHIIIIEJNI, OH Cpa3y ke mobexkay B MapagHEIH 3al.

[Toxunas ciayxaHKa OBICTPO IIPHUBeJia HECKOJIBKO CBOUX CIIYT U CKPhLIAch B 3agHeM fBope. [louas mo
IIaBU/IbOHA, OHA MOKJIOHUJIACh KEHIIMHE B PO30BOM U cOooO0IuIa: "JTa cayra ckasana, 4To BaHbera
uckas ero. OH AelCTBUTEBHO yIIen".

T'ocmoxa ITuHb MTOAHSIA PYKY ¥ C ITIOMOIbI0 COMTHEYHEIX JTydei pacCMOTpesia CBOM HelaBHO
HaHECEHHBIN KPACHBIN JTaK, CMesiCh. "BaHbra 671aT0BOJUI K HEMY BCETO HECKOTIBKO JHEH, a OH y&Ke
3a0bUI 0 COOCTBEHHOM MecTe".



[Moxwumnas caykaHKa ToXKe 3acMesiyiack: " Bcerga HaWgyTCs TIOOU, KOTOPBIE CYUTAIOT Ce0s
0CcoOeHHEIMHA".

['ocnoxka LIuHb TOCMOTPENia B CTOPOHY ITapajfHoOro 3aia, yias0ascek: "OH Begb yMpeT, BepHO?"

"Korpa y BaHbrs ciy4aroTCs IPUCTYIIBEI THEBA, HUKTO HE MOXKET YUTH U3 €r0 MOJIS 3PeHUS XKUBBIM", -
CKasaJla Imoxwuas CciyXaHKa: "MHade 1oueMy ero Ha3hBalOT 6€3yMHBIM KOpojaeM?"

T'ocnoxa LuHb paccnabuack U yiabI0OHYIack.

B TOT meHb, Korfa OHa BIepBhle CTOJKHYach ¢ CoH COHOM, OHA XOTeJla JINIIb UCIIHITaTh ero. KTo Obl
Mor rogyMath, 4To Con CoH OKaXKeTcs TaKuM BjacTHHIM. Huuero He nopenaenis. OHa HojKHa Obla
OBLIThH IIJIOXOH.

Haxe ecnu 6e3yMHBEIN KOPOJIb PaccienyeT 3To B OyAyIieM, YTO OH CMOXKET cheNlaTh? Bo-mepBhIx,
YeJI0BEK YMeP OT ero COOCTBEHHHBIX PYK. Bo-BTODEIX, ITOKMUIas CIyKaHKa Ha CaMOM fieie He Oblia
CITyKaHKOH, TpUHaAJIexkaed moMecteio. K ToMy BpeMeHM OHa yKe maBHO Ol yMepia. [laxke eciu
Llu Xaom0Hb ¥ OPYTHE CIyTH 00BSICHSAT, YTO IIPOU3OIII0, OH He CMOXKeT HallTh HUKAKUX 3allelloK, KTO
ee Tocnan.

He roBops yze 0 TOM, 4YTO 6€3yMHBIN KOPOJIb, BEPOSITHO, HEMEMJIEHHO Ka3HUT TEX CIIYT, KOTOphIe He
cMmoru "octaHoBuTh" CoH CoHa.

Korga Con Con Gpocuiicst B TapagHBIN 3aJl, ABepb OblNa MIOTHO 3aKpPhITa. YIPaBsiomuii [u 6511
paHeH, OH CO CTUCHYThIMU 3yOaMu oOMaThiBan cebs 6untamu. Korga on yBumen Con CoHa, TO Ha
CeKyHny 3aMep. "['yHI[3H], 4YTO..."

"4 mpuien noBUAATHCA C ero BeicouecTBOM". CoH COH M3[asieKa NOCMOTPEN Ha IJI0OTHO 3aKPHITYI0
nBeps. "OH BHyTpU?"

"Ma." Yopasnsiomui [y 0TBETHT 0YeHb HU3KKUM TojiocoM. "He momxonguTe 6nuxe".

"Bl 3anepnu ero?"

Ynpasnsiomuii Llu ropeko paccMmescs. "Cuna Banbra HecpaBHeHHa, Kak y 6ora. KTo Mmoxet
3acTaBUTh ero? OH caM cebd 3amep. MHoOrAa... OH BCe ele MoXKeT ce0s1 KOHTPOJIUPOBaTh".

Con CoH cHOBa IIOCMOTPEJT Ha ABEPh ¥ BHE3AIIHO IOOOIIEN K HEH.

Ynpasnsatomuii Ly He ycnen ero ynepxats U 3akpuyai: "Uto Bh fenaeTe? Cenyac He BpeMs
IIPOBOLIMPOBATH €ro elre Gosnbire!".



Ho B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH He OCMEeJIUJICS CHelaTh U IIary, faxke rojoc ero ObI OYeHb HU3KUM, a I'la3a
HeMUrawllle CMOTpPeNnu Ha npoxonsdinyo Mumo ¢urypy Con CoHa.

ITOT 10HOIIA OBITT CTUIIKOM... CJIUIITKOM CMEJIRIM!

To, 4ero B yxkace u36eraiT IIPOX0XKHUE, OH CIIEIIUT CAesaTh. [laxke Te, KTO JOBEHeH [0 KpalHero
BBICOKOMEDH S, He GBI HAaCTONBKO 6e3pacCymHBbI.

Con CoH OCTOPO2KHO IIOAOIIE]I K IBEPH, €T0 CEPALEe YUIAIIEHHO OuIoch. YBUIEB CBOMMHU TI'JIa3aMU
MEPTBEIE T€JId, OH Ha CEKYHOY 3dCOMHEBAJICA, HE OblIa I ero IMPpEeXKHAA XKU3Hb ITPOCTO CHOM.

OH Me[yIeHHO IIOOHAJ PYKY UM IIOCTy4aJl, IpoluenTas: "Balie BeicouecTBO?"

W3HyTpu He mocnenoBaso HUKaKoro orseta. CoH COH CIJIOTHYJI, 3aTeM YCIIBIIIAJ KPOIIeYHEIH IIIyM
no3aau ce0st u 00epHYIICS IOCMOTPeTh. Ypasnsatoumi [lu 6pocus B HETo HaJKy, U, IPUBIeKas ero
BHUMAaHUe, OH [IUKO XKEeCTUKYJIMPOBaJl, IIMPOKO PACKPHIB POT, YUTOOH Y€TKO U 6€33BYyYHO IPOU3HECTH.
"XpaTut! Hasag! CEMYAC!"

3mecs, KpoMe BepHOTO yrpasistoiiero [u u Con CoHa, 60bllle HUKOTO He GBITIO B KUBHIX.

Con CoH OTBeJI B3IJISA[ U MOAXKaJ I'yOBl. BAPYT OH MPOTSHYI PYKY U CO CKPUIIOM OTKPHIT ABEPE.
BuyTtpu Con CoH yBUEN YeloBeKa B TOXMOTHSIX, JIEKAIET0 Ha MOIy. DTOT YeJI0BeK OB He U3
noMecThsi. CKOpee BCETo, eTo IIPUBENIM U3BHE...

Yo ke 9T0 OBIIT 3a YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIA CMOT BEI3BATh rHeB JIu Cs10?

On OCTOPO2KHO BOIIEJI B KOMHATY, B3TJIAHYJI Ha PA3MO32XKEHHYIO I'OJIOBY MY2XKYHWHEI, 3aTEM 6bICTpO
OTOIIEI.

Omnacasch, 4TO BHEILIHUN CBET MOXKeT CIipoBoupoBath JIu Cs10, CoH COH ITOBEPHYJICS U TUXO 3aKPhLI
OBEDb.

Yupasnsiomuit Llu xnonHyn cebs mo noy.

Xopo1ro. ManeHbkoe cokposullle Banesra. CerogHs 0H TOYHO YMpeT.

Con CoH obyerumi meIXaHHe, ero ri1a3a oObICKuBaK 3ajl. OH IMOMHSII KOHEI[ CBOET0 MJIMHHOI0
OflesTHUS ¥ Ha IBIIIOYKaX IIPOIIesl MEMO JieKalllero Ha 1ojy Tena. Kak pas Korga oH yxe OblI TOTOB
000#TH MIKXPMY, OH YCIIbIIIaT 3BYK MeYa, BOJIOYAIlerocs Io Moy 1mo3agy Hero. [IoBepHyBLINCE, OH
ITOYYBCTBOBAJ IIPUCYTCTBUE KPOBOKAIHOTO 3BEPSI.



Cepaie Con CoHa 3aKOJIOTUIOCE.

[IIupoKO pacKphIB rja3a, OH yBUAen nepen coboi JIu Csio, ATUHHBIE BOIOCH B OeCIopsKe
paccChHIanauch 1o miedaM. Ero rnasa OpUiM 4epHBIMU, KakK HOYb. Ero rias3a u BelpaXkeHue aula
ceiiyac OBIIM KpaliHe HEHOPMaJIbHEIMU, CMEIIaHHLIME C TTapaHoiel 1 6e3yMmueM. OH CMOTpEJI IPSIMO
Ha CoH CoHa, CJIOBHO MCTUTEJIBHBIU OyX.

YBupes ero takuM, Cos CoH cpa3y Xke II0YyBCTBOBaJI MypalllKy 10 KOXKe.

OH npUNIOAHSA YTOJIKY CBOET0 3aCTHIBILIET0 pTa ¥ HEIPOMKO I103Basl: "Bailie BEICOUECTBO, 4...".

OcTpbhlli MeyY yTal Ha 3eMJII0, 3BYK 9Xa 3acTaBui 6apabanubie nepenonku Con CoHa 3aTpeneTaTh.

JIu Csio mo3Basn Con CoHa, u Con COH IMOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK €r0 00XBATUIIM 3@ TAJIHI0. ITOT YeJI0BEK
IIPUKAJICS JIULIOM K ero Inee, ronoc Obu1 XpUIIBIM: "COH-3p 3TOT0 UMIIepaTopa BepHYIICH..."

OH Bce elIle OB €r0 JIEKapCTBOM.

CoHn CoH Hayal HEKOHTPOIUPYEMO APOXKaTh BCEM TEJIOM.

YyBCTBO y2Kaca, KOTOPOE OH IO 3TOT0 ITOJABIISLI, HAKOHEI[-TO BHIPBAIOCh HAPYyKy. ET0 pecHUIIs
3aTpeneTany, Korga oH Kpemnko oOHsm JIu Csio, ¥ OH u3[ast JIUHHBIA BRITOX.

"O, Balle BEICOYECTBO..." pa3mancs 00eCIIOKOeHHEIH, HO MITKul roynoc Coxn CoHa. "4 3Ha, 4YTO BB
XOTHUTE CECTb Ha TPOH, HO He MOTJIA OBl MBI IPEKPATUTh YIIOMUHATH 00 3TOM?"

OueHb 6€CIIOKOI0CH, YTO BEI IIoTepsdaeTe IroJIOBy IIpexne, 4eM 3TO HpOHSOfI}IGT.
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