3sup KO911 jaxe He ycIen ONOMHUTLCS — U OKa3ascsd Ha KPOBaTH.

ToT, KTO OB CBEPXY, MTHOBEHHO IIPHKAJl €T0, OKyTaB 0071aKOM HACHIIIEHHOT'0 apoMaTa CJIHBHI.
L3sub K091 mOmHSIT B3TISII — ¥ BCTPETHUIICS I'TTa3aMu ¢ Kpucom.

Kpuc 0OHsII ero, XBOCT IIJIOTHO 0OBUII TaJKi0, OyATO MBITAsiCh HABCETIa 3allepPeTh B CBOUX OOBATHSIX.
Ero rnasa ropenu OarpsHIieM, IHIXaHHE OPOKAJIO OT BOJTHEHHUS ¥ TPEBOTH.

ApOMaT CJIMBBI OBITT TAKMM CHJIBHBIM, YTO, Ka3aJ0Ch, BOT-BOT 3aYLIUT. Pecuutirl LI35HB HOss
AOPO2KaJik, a OYKKU JAaBHO Ky[Oa-TO UCUE3JIN. On YYBCTBOBAJI — KpI/IC HallyT'aH, HecTaOuJIeH.

— Csi0 KO#... — tuxo cupocun LI3sub F0911, — Tebe mmoxo?

Kpuc crpsitan IuImo y Hero B Ijede.

— Ia... — mpoIenTarn OH.

[3sap KO3 KOoCHYICS ero n6a — TOT IEUTAT.

— IToxoxe, y Tebs Kap, — CKa3ajl OH MSTKO.

— MM... — KpI/IC €Ba CJIBIIIHO OTO3BAJICA.

— Yro eme 60muT? — Oecnokouncs L3sus H0ai.

OH HUMKOT[Ia He BU[eJI, KaK IeMOHHI TPOXOOsAT MpeBpallenre. He 3Ham, BpeouT u 9T0 Teny Kpuca, He
OTIACHO JIM, YTO POra ¥ XBOCT IOSIBUJIMCEH BHe3amHo. bopeTtcs mu Kpuc ¢ 6ombio, coepxuBas ceds? 00
3ToM 1I3aHb KO3l MOTr IUIIb HOraabiBaThC.

Ho kak OBl OH HH CIIpallMBanl — Kpuc oTBedas OGHOCIOXKHO, ¥ 9TO TPEBOKUIIO eIlé OoJIbIIe.

— Jay S MOCMOTPIO... — OCTOPOKHO Ipennoxun Li3sup KOaii.

Ero manbliibl — MpoxjaagHble — CKOJIB3HYIIHM BHU3 110 ropsiueMy Teny Kpuca. TOT pe3ko mepexBaTuil
IBIXaHUE.

B cnepnyroliee MrHOBEHNE €T0 PYKY CXKally.

KpacHrle rna3a yCTaBUIUCh HA HET'0 — MPUCTAIbHO, MTOYTH OUKO. ['0JI0C CTaJl XPUTLIIHIM, HU3KHM,
TIOJTHBIM HaIPSIKEHHUS:



— He Tpora#u.

3sub FO9¥ pemuns, 4To JeMOHE], HaBepHOe, He JTI00ST, KOTJa K HUM IIPUKACal0TCsI — 0COOEHHO B
TaKue MOMEHTEHL.

— JlagHo... — cka3san oH. — Torga napHo. ['aBHOE, 4TOOH TeOe cTasno jmerde. Ckaxu, 4To Tebe
HykHO? YTO g MOTy chenaTth?

Kpuc npucTasbHO CMOTPENT HA HETO, TOTOM Me[JIeHHO ITPOU3HEC:

— OcTtanbcs co MHOU. [IpocTo... TOCIu PIgoM.

Cepmie L3ssab K035 c2Kamoch, TOPIIO ePECOoXIIO.

— Kak... Kak cnaTth? — BBIIABUJI OH.

Kpuc notsiHycs 3a omesisioM, yKpbit 113sHb F0351, a cam n€r psimoM. Kak TOJIBKO €ro TeJio MOJTHOCTLIO
HaKpb10 LI3s1Hb K035 CBOMM TEIMIOM U apoMaToM, Ha nuile Kprca mosiBUIIOCH BRIpaXKeHue TITyOOKOTO
YOOBIIETBOPEHUST — OyATO OH HAKOHEI 3aBEPILINJI TO, DAy Yero XKUJI BeCh 9TOT OEHb.

3saup HOait: «...»

3puUTeNH B 4aTe: «...»

Ha MrHoBeHue B 3¢upe MOBUCIIA CTPAHHASA, IOYTH OlaroroBeiiHas TUIIMHA.

— H... aToro moctaTtouyHo? — crupocuin LI3sab K)au u3-mopm ogesna.

Kpuc kusBnyII.

— Tol... — 1I3s3Hb KO3 He BhIIepPKa, — ThI XOYeIlTb, YTOORI S OCTAJICS PSIOOM... IPOCTO YTOOHI CIATh?

Kpuc, BCE elé B CBOEM BeIUYECTBEHHON IeMOHUYECKOW popMe, IPOU3HEC C HEBEPOSITHOM
HaMBHOCTHIO:

— Tl HUKOTTIa He OCTaEIIbCst HoueBaTh. He mpoBoguIllb CO MHOM HOYb. TOJIBKO 3a 00emoM... A MHe
X04eTCsl CMOTpPeTh Ha Te0s Bceraa. JItoOuTh Tebs 6e3 nepephiBa. 4 xo4dy crnath ¢ To60M. X0y OHITh
PSIOM KazKayi0 MHHYTY. BCI0 OCTaBIIyIOCS XKU3Hb — TOJIBKO C TOOOM.

3sub FO31: «...X0poIIo».



KpI/IC HEeOOBOJIbBHO HAaXMYPHUJICA — HO, YBUIOEB, YTO OTKa3ad HET, TYT XK€ CMATINIICA U KPEIIKO 00HSII
ero.

CHauana L[3gHb FO310 Ka3anocs, 4TO YCHYTh He monyuuTcsa. Ho, oka3saBmuck B moctenu Kpuca, oH
BOPYT OIIYTHJI 3HAKOMBIN apoMaT CIIMBH — TOT CaMblii, 4TO Bcerfa ucxonun ot Cso I0s. I'ogwl Ha3an
OHM HOYeBaJId B ONHOU ITOCTEJIH, U 3TOT 3alax ObUI [4JI HEero Kak KoJbiOeNbHasA. Teno paccnaduiocs,
HanpsikKeHue yuio... M OH yke I04YTH 3aCHYII...

Ho Bopyr —

3a OKHOM TyMaH cTan ryue. M3nameka JOHECCS IPOH3UTENbHBIM KPUK — AAIEKUY, 37T0BEIIHH.
Maruyeckas aypa JEMOHOB ycunuiach. LI3gHb KO3l IOHS: B LIEPKBU YTO-TO IIOIUIO HE TakK.
HaBnenue Ha KameHb [1eMOHOB 0c1ab10 — ¥ Marus BEIPbIBajaCh HapyXKy BCE OBICTpeeE.

9TO He MOTJIO He CKa3aThCs U Ha KpI/ICG.

I3saub FO311 OBEPHYJIICS K HEMY.

Prrxkue Bonocel Kprca cTanu ele oiuHHee, CTPYUIIUCE [0 M0sica, MATKHE, C JIETKUMHU 3aBUTKAMU,
oTnuBas GarpsiHileM Ha OnemHoM Koxe. ETo XBOCT ITOKPHIICS albIMU YelTyWKaMu, a Ha JI0y
IPOCTYTIUJI APEBHUYN OEMOHUYECKHUH Y30P — TEMHBIU, TyIbCHAPYIOIIHH.

Henb3s Ob1I0 OTOPBATH I'1a3. PaHbIlle Bce TOBOPUIIM, YTO BUJ IEMOHOB ITyraeT 0o cMepTu... Ho LI3gHb
O3 maxogun Kpuca... HeonucyeMo npekpacHeiM! MuieiM! BocxututenbHEIM!

— 4 cTpamen? — copocun Kpuc, 3amMeTuB ero B3I,

— Het, — noxkauan ronosoi 113sgHb K091,

«YeCcTHOE CJI0BO, KaK MOXKHO 00SIThCSI TAaKOE COKPOBHIIE?!»

— Trl MeH# XKaseellb? — HaxMypuscs Kpuc.

— Hert! — [I3gup FO311 MamuHanbHO BEITEDP YIOJIOK pTa. — [IpocCTo... Hy, 9TO Kak... KOCIIJIeH, 9YTO Iu?
Ecnu mocMoTpeTsh Ha 3TO C APYTOM CTOPOHHEI — Jaxe HeIIoxo!

— Kocnneu? — nepecnpocun Kpuc. — 310 KT0?

Ero GpoBu HaXMYypHUIKCh, BTSN CTall ocTpee. KpacHble ria3a Cy3uNIuCh, B HUX MEJIbKHYIa
OIaCHOCTb.



— TBoI OBIBIIMI? — TUXO, TIOYTH YTPOKAIOIIE CIIPOCHUI OH.

Lz3aup H0si: «...»

— Her, HeT! 9T0 KOrma HapsKaloTCs! — IMOMBITANCs 00BICHUTE OH. — He OwiBmnit! IIpocTo... MHE
KaxXkeTCs, THl B 9TOM (hopMe BHITJISAUIID OYeHb KpacuBO. MHe He cTpaiHo. [laxke... Muio. MoXKHO
CUHUTATh 3TO HAIlleH MaJIe€HbKOMU... 939... HHTUMHOM UTPOI?

ITocne CTONBKUX JIET COBMECTHOM KHU3HU OH MOT TOBOPHUTH 00 aTOM COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOMHO.

Ho pns toHoro Kpuca 3T0 OBIIO CIIMIIKOM.

OH 3HaJ CJI0BO «MHTHUMHAsI HUrpa».

JINII0 eT0 BCIIBIXHYJIO GarpsHIlEM.

— YTo TH TOBOPUINL?! — BEIPBAIIOCH y HET0. — MEI ellé He coyeTanuch OpakoM! Kak MOXHO IyMaTh
0... 06 aTOM?!

— 4 npocro... 06pa3Ho! — nocnemun ycrmokKouTs ero L3siup F0aii, 4yBCTBYS ce0s1 BAPYT MOMIIITKOM.

OH XOTeJI CKa3aTh eIllé YTO-TO, YTOOHI y/T0KUTh Kprca craTh, HO TyMaH 3a OKHOM CTAHOBHJICS BCE
noTHee, u Kpuc BOPyr ©3MeHUICs.

— Baimre BricouecTBo?.. — THX0 1o3Baj L3sup KOaii.

ToT, emé MUHYTY Ha3a[ TaK HEXKHO OOHUMAaBIIUY €ro, TeImephb Cel MPSIMO. ['0J10C CTasn XPUIITBIM,
chepKaHHO-0(pUIIMaTbHEIM:

— Wmu obpaTHoO.

L3saup F031 onemui.

— Hapens moii maig, — Kpuc XBOCTOM IOfas eMy BEPXHIOK OfeXay. — BepHUCh B CBOIO KOMHATY.
He Brixonmu HapyXky. Tebe HUUEro He I'PO3UT.

OH rosopus MArko, pa3yMHo... Ho rjasa ero meuiani, a ToJIoC IpoxXKaj OT BHYTpeHHeH! O0pLOEI.
L3aub FO311 He Bepul.

— Kpwuc... — npomenTtan oH. — Y10 ¢ ToO0#? Tebe 601pHO?



ApoMaT CIIUBH CTal MOo4TH ocsi3aeM — anst LI3ssHb K035 3T0 OB 3HAKOMBIH 3amax, HO [JIsT APYTUX
IEMOHOB — CUTHAJ: «3[0eCh CUIbHEUIINM, OePKUTECH Nofganbine». Ero Marndyeckas aypa nogasisiia
BCEX BOKPYT.

— Hert, — tBEpHO cKa3an Kpuc.

OH HaKJIOHUJICS, HEXKHO TTotesoBas LI3sub F03s B ryObl, mOAmepKUBasi €ro TOJIOBY JIAJOHBIO.

— Bcé B mopsinke, m0OUMEIM, — IIPOIIENTaa OH. — 3aBTPa BCE MPOUOET. MK, MOCIHU CIIOKOMHO.

T'omoc 3By4all KaK 3aBOPazKHBaloIlasd MeIoaus.

— Xopo1o0... — MallliHaNbHO 0TBeTus LI3sHb FO31.

Kpuc ornyctun ero, yaelOHYICS — U IIOLIEJIOBal B MaKyIIKY:

— VmMmHUIA.

L3saup K031 Hames miall ¥ BRIIIE].

EnBa OBEPb 3dKPHIIACH, KpI/IC u3MeHuncs. Bamax PYKH — 1 BC€ KOCTSAHEIE (I)I/Il"ypbl 3d OKHOM
IIPEBPATHUIIUCE B IIEIIE]I. OxkHa B30PBAIKCh. Bechk 0coOHSK 3aMep B yZKaCe — KPOBb Kpnca II0JaBJIsAIIa
AJEMOHOB, KaK HUYTO OpPyToe.

Ha ero Tene BCIIBIXHYTH KPOBABO-UE€PHLIE Y30phl. Marus XjbHyIa, TPOHUKAS B KaXKIYI0 KIIETKY,
pa3beqasi pa3yM.

Ho oH coepxuBancs.

JIéXa Ha KpOBaTH, OH CTOHAJI OT 6osu. Barnsaym yman Ha miamng L3sus KO9s1, 0CTaBJIeHHEIH Ha MOJTy.
XBOCT caM co00¥ MOAXBATHUI €0 U IPHUXKaJj K TPyOH. 3amax To0MMOro — Kak JIeKapCTBO, KaK SKOPb,
yIepKUBAIOIIUN €TI0 B PEAIbHOCTH.

B 3TOoT MOMEHT —

*Bax!*

IIBepb CHOBA PaCIIaxHYyIach.

B TAaKyI0 HOYb HUKTO HE OCMEJINBAJICA BEIXOOUTE. Bce IIpsATaINCh. Ho KTo0-TO 111€71 CKBO3b TbMY.



L3sub K031 CTOSII B OBEPSIX, BCE EIIE B TOM XKe IIIallle.

Kpuc ¢ usymieHueM cCMOTpeI Ha Hero.

— THI...

3saub FO311 mOmOIIEN U CXKall ero TopsSyyio PyKy.

— Kak TeI? — CIIPOCHII OH.

He goxwupmasick oTBeTa, OH cOpoCuII mail, mo0exka B BAHHYIO, IYCTHUII X0JIOAHY0 Boay. HamomHumn
BaHHY, OKYHYJICI — ¥, HAKUHYB CyXyI0 pyOallKy, BepHYJICS.

Kpuc yxe Tepsn co3HaHue.

KT0-TO IpUTBHYT K HEMY — XOJIOOHEIM, KakK cllaceHue. 2Kap OTCTymuI.

OH OTKpHLT T'71a3a — u 060MIIet.

LI3sab K031 OB MOYTH TOJIbIM — JIUIIL TOHKAs pybOalllka MpUKphIBaia ero.

— Te1... — ronoc Kpuca 3agpoxarit.

OH maxe He CMOTpPeN BHU3 — JIHINb Kpenko npuxkan LI3sHb F03s1 kK cebe, MBITasiCh COTPETh.

Ténmnele Kannu ynanu Ha nedo [[3sHp FO34.

— 4 Xe Opocui... He BO3BpalaThci... — mpoxpunen Kpuc.

— 4 momién [mo MOJIOBUHEL — U YCIIBIIIAJ 3BYK, — TUXO CcKa3an LI3suas 031, — MHe cTano cTpamso. 4
3HaJl — C TOOOM YTO-TO CITyUMIIOCH.

Kpuc nipuxarn ero cunbHee.

— {d ropro... — npoirentan oH. — Bo3M0XHO, 1 U €CThb BOIUIOLLEHKE feMOHa. He Xo0uy HUKOMY
IPUUYUHSATE 00JTb... HO He 3Hal0, KaK CIIPABUThCS C 3TOM Maruei. MoxeT, 9T0O HaKa3aHHUe... 3a MOU
Tpexu...

[I3sap KO3 TpoBE masbllaMu 1o ero Temy. [Ipu cBeTe JaMITbl YEPHbIE Y30PHI OT/IMBAIU OarpsHIeM.



OH HeXKHO IolleI0Bal KaXKObll IIpaM, Kaxkabli y30P.

Kpuc cMoTpen Ha Hero ¢ 00JIbl0 — U BOPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJ 0O/IeTyeHue.

— Kaxercs... rOe 51 1enyio — y30psl 61enHe0T, — 3ameTun L3sub FH0ai.

Kpuc He o6paTun BHUMaHUS — €ro My4us xap.

— JlaBa#i 51 em€ morenyio? — obpamoBancs LI3sHb FO3ii. — MoxXeT, cTaHeT yerye?

Kpuc momsITancss OTCTPaHUTHCS:

— Her... y#iu... He ogxonu OIuxKe. ..

— ITouemy? — Hauvan cnpammuBaTh L[35Hb 0311 — 1 BAPYT TOYYBCTBOBAI.

ITop py6amrkoii... 661710 Koe-4To Topsidee. ['opsiuee, 4eM caMa IeMOHUYECKAsT Marusi.

OH mopHs I1a3a.

KpacHsie rina3a Kpuca mbianu xenanueM. Kaxmeri momenyit L3siHb FO9s cBopun ero ¢ yma. U
TENepPb, TJISIAS B 9TH YECTHHIE TJIa3a, OH YyBCTBOBAJI CTHIL — 3a CBOIO IIOXOTH, 3@ TO, YTO TEPSIET
KOHTPOJIb.

— IIpocTHu... — Hayam oOH.

Ho II3sgus K031 nuillk moKadas roJIOBOM — U MOIIeI0Bal €ro, He JaB JOTOBOPUTE.

Ha mruoBenue Kpuc 3amep.

3aTeM OTBETHJI — XKaJHO, OTYASTHHO. ITOT IOLeNyH OblI Me4Tol Bcer ero xkusuu. L3sHb F03ii, ero
3armax, ero 6;11u30CcTh — BCE OyaTo BBEPTIIO ero B 6e3yMmue. Kaxkmas kKineTka Kpudana: «3abepu ero!
Cpoenau csouM! Hukorga He oToyckau!»

Tonpko OI'POMHas1 CHJIa BOJIM 3aCTaBUJIa €r0 OTIIYCTHUTE.

['yOn1 L3ssap FO9s1 Obiut anbiMu. Barnsg — TénmeiM, noHuMaroumM. OH He 6osinics. He oTcTpaHsics.
HaoGopoT — moriafui pelzkKe BOJIOCH, IIOLeI0BA B JI00.



— He gymatu rinymocTteii, — mnpoienTtai oH. — HUKakKoro Haka3aHus HeT. Tol He 37104. Thl CTpafaelb
— ¥ BCE Xe He IpUYUHSelb Bpefa. ' pexu He TBOU. 'TaBa 1IepKBU, TBOU POJUTEIA — OHU
IeNCTBOBAJIM U3 CBOEH XKATHOCTH, U3 CBOUX yOexXKIeHu. ITO He TBOS BUHA...

OH 11e710BaI €T0 MIEKY, IIet0, MIeYO.

— W THI He BUHOBAT I1epeno MHOU. f 0610 Te6ss. MHe HpPaBUTCS, KOTa Thl MEeHS Leyellb. I Xxouy
OBITH C TOOOI. X0uy... KaK Thl XOUelllb MeHS.

BeTep BOPBAJICA B OKHO, HECA apOMaT ILIBETOB.

BenuuecTBeHHLIN 0EMOH CMOTpPEII Ha YeJIOBEYKd B CBOUX PYKaX — C U3yMJIEHHEM, C 01arorOBEeHUEM.

LI3stup KO3t yneIOHYIICS, TIAAS €My B I'J1a3a.

— Cso HO#, — Tuxo cKasan oH, — s 0010 Te0s1. A xouy menaTh ¢ TOOOM BCE, UTO [ieIaloT
m000BHUKY. Tax e, KakK THl XXaxKIellb MEeH.

CrnoBa ob6pymunuck Ha Kpuca, kak rpom.

Cepqtiie B30pBaJioch citagkoi 601bi0. OH He BEPUIT — HE MOT ITIOBEPUTH, YTO 3TO IIpaBfa.

B cnepytomee MruoBenue L3sab KO3 0ka3ancs B 00bSATUSX, C TAKOM CHUJIOHN, YTO He CMOT OB
BBIPBATHLCA JlaXkKe 3aX0TH. Tereph OH MOHST: paHbIle Kpuc maBan cebst «IoiMaTh» JIUIIb TOTOMY, YTO
XOTeTl.

PY6aHIKa COCKOJIb3HYJIa, HCYEIJIA.

Ho LI3anrp KOsii He 4yBCTBOBAJ X0JI01a.

[Touenyu Kpuca corpeBanu. Ero mpukKoCcHOBeHUS OBITM HEOIBITHHI, HO CTPACTHEL. L[3ssHb KO3
pacTepsscs — BeOb HUKTO He roBOpuJl, 4To Ero BricouecTBo, TakO¥ CKPOMHSATA B CJI0BaX, B feje
OKaxXeTCsl TAaKUM... HaCTOMYUBHIM! Y IeMOHOB 4UTO, BOOOII[E HET YCTAIOCTU?!

Crnesa cKaTumach 1o IeKe — u OblTa TYT K€ CJIN3dHa IIOLEeJIyEM.

XBocCT 00BUI €ro, puXKas K Teny Kpuca. Yemry#iku ObITH TEMJIHIMY, TIOUTH YeJI0BeYeCKUMHU. I35HD
FO3i11 HeBonbHO 00HAN Kprca — u TOT 3aphiyal OT YIOBOJILCTBUS.

— He 6oiics... — menTan Kpuc, uenys ero rinasa. — 1 mo6io Tebs...



«Jla st He Ootock Tebs1! — XoTenoch KpUKHYTH LI351HE FO310. — 1 6010Ch Balllel IEMOHUYECKOMN
BEIHOCJTUBOCTH ! »

B camsrii ik cTpacty Kprc npuxar ero kK cebe. Ero jeMoHn4ecKue y30phl Mepliaiy, a B KpaCHBIX
TJla3ax YuTajaach TOJILKO OgHA MBICIbh — [I3sHE FO3i.

— ¢ He OHMMaI0, TOYeMY J1t00II0 Te0ST TaK CUJIBHO, — XPHUIIJIO IIPOIIeNTaa OH. — MHe KaXkeTcs, 5
comén ¢ yma. [laxke Korja TH PSIoM — MHe He XBaTaeT Te0s. d mymaio o Tebe Kaxkayio cekyHny. Kak
OynTo XJas He [ieHb, HEe MeCSIl... a LIe/ylo XKKU3Hb. M 1M03TOMY, KaK TOJIbKO BUXKY TeOs — He MOTy
yaepXkaTtbCs... He MOTY He JIIOOUTE...

Crne3za ynana Ha miedo L3sHb FO35, CKONb3HYa 10 POOUHKE B BUE KPACHOU CIIUBHI.

— A He MOT'Y OCTAHOBHUTBLCA... — OPOKAIIXUM I'OJIOCOM IIPU3HAJICA OH.

MoryIecTBeHHBEIY eMOH, CIIOCOOHBIM YHUYTOXKUTD MUP, B 3TOT MOMEHT OBLI YI3BUM, KaK PEOEHOK.

— MHe KaxeTcs... MBI CKOPO PacCTaHeMCs, — MpoIIenTas oH, ckuMasi L[3sup F0as Tak, 6yaTo
IILITAJICS CIUTHCSI C HUM B OIHO TEJIO.

BeTep KombIXan 3aHaBECKH.

L3sub KO3 BObIXas 3HAaKOMBIM apoMaT, CMOTPEJ Ha POOUHKY Kprca — Ty, 4TO Telephb CTajla IO4YTH
He3aMeTHOH.

nu Jyepe3 MIrHOBEHHE THXO0 CIIPOCHIL:

— Cso0 HO1... ecnu ogHAXIBL HAM BCE XK€ NMPULETCS PacCTaThCA... I UMeI0 B BULY — €CJIU MeHS He
CTaHeT... KaK THl Oymelnb KuUTh? CMOXKeIh 11 103a60TUTHCS 0 cebe?
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