ATtMocdepa B 3aje HaKaJIuIack.

XyaH(py YsHbION YBUAET, KaK Benukuii HaCTaBHUK 3aCThUI, CJIOBHO IIPEBPATUBIIUCE B JIET, U BCE €Ile
IIPHACTAJIbHO CMOTPEJI Ha CBOEr0 MOJIOAOTO €BHYXa, KOTOPHIM, B CBOIO OYepeb, He OTPHIBa B3rIsAAa
0T umInepartopa. Xyandpy YsHbioil MeJIeHHO Pa30MKHYJI T'yOHI:

— Koro nMeHHO xoueT HaKa3aTh Benukuil HacTaBHUK?

9tu coBa 6yaTO BEIPBA/IX HACTaBHUKA U3 IJTyOOKON 3ayMYKUBOCTH.

PasyMmeeTcs, n3HavaabHO OH coOupasncs o0BUHUTH LI3siHb KO3s1, HO Temeps, IT0 CPaBHEHUIO C
npectynnenueM L3sub K035, ero co6CcTBEHHOE BHITTIAAEN0 Kyna Tsxenee! Bens L3sub FOs10, B
XyAlleM cily4ae, TPO3UI0 HECKOJIBKO yIapoB NajlkaMy U TIOPEMHOEe 3aKJII0UeHUe, a BOT ero
CcOOCTBEHHBIN MPOCTYTIOK BIIOJIHE MOT IIOBJ€Yb Ka3Hb JEBSATU POLOB!

OH 3amnHycs:

— Crapslii cinyra... CTapelil Ciyra uMesl B BULY...

3sub FO9¥, CTOSBINYI PSIOOM, 3aMETHII, KaK HACTAaBHUK CHOBA COOMPAETCS Ha HEr0 XKaJl0BaThCs, U
npo cebs momymarn: «Hy koHeuHo! TBOM CBHIH JTIOOUT HACUJIBHO XBaTaTh YyKHUX JIIOAEHN, & TH —
IIOAAeNbIBaTh UMIIEPATOPCKHE ApaKOHbY MaHTuu! ECiv 0oCMeNnuInbCs Haka3aTh MEHS, HO IIPU 3TOM
OCTaBHIIIL ChIHA B IIOKOE, CETOIHS S YUy OTCIOOa, HO yBe3y ¢ coboit u Tebs! OguH 3a ABOUX —
BHITOOHAS CAeKal!»

EmBa sTa MBIC/TB MEJIbKHYJIa B €r0 I'OJIOBE, KaK HaCTaBHUKA 6YJ1TO TOKOM YyOapHJIO — OH YyTh A3LIK HE
HpI/IKy'CI/IJ'I! ITom B3rnsmoM MOJTHOTO HafeKObl CEIHA OH BAPYT TPDOMKO BEIKPDUKHYII:

— Crapslii ciyra CUMTaeT, YTO CbIHA MOET0 HafiJIeXKUT CTPOTo HaKa3aTh! Kak MUHUCTD OH BefET cels
TI030PHO B MOA00HEIX 3aBefeHusix! 3tTo HegocTouHo! IIpomy Bamiero BenuyecTBa BepIIuTh
CIPaBeIIuBOCTS!

l'ocnogun JIu efBa rna3a He BeITapalu!

Kaxxmoe C10BO OH CIIBIIIAN SICHO, HO B COBOKYITHOCTH (hpa3a 3Bydasa Kak-To YyxKpo!

«CTapsId mIyT, — MOAYMaJl OH IIpo cebsi, — THI Ke caM B TAaKUX MecTax ObIBaelllb HAMHOI'0 Yallle
MeHs! Kak THl cMeellls Ha3bBaTh MeHs 11030poM?! Tel caM — AypHOU IpuMep Ajis noapaxanus! Tel
HaJMeHeH ¥ 3aHOCUUB, a Temneps Gpocaelib COGCTBEHHOTO ChIHA Ha IMPOU3BOJI CYAbORI! »

l'ocnopus JIu coepXuBajiCs U30 BCeX CUJI, HO UeM JOJblile OH 00 3TOM AyMasl, TeM OO0JIbIle 3/IUIICS.
Bynyuu nu36anoBaHHKIM IOHOIIEH, OH B KOHIle KOHIIOB TPOMKO 3aKpHYall:



— Orerr! Kak TeI MOXKelIb Tak TOBOPUTL? ThI Be[lb TOKe HAXOMMINILCS B 3TOM 3aBefmeHuu! ITouemy ThI
00BUHSEINL MEHS. ..

OT Takoro BhHIMTafila HACTABHUKY CTaio AypHo. OH yKe U He JyMall O 3allliTe ChiHA — Tellepb OH XOTell
JIUIIH OOHY Belllb: YTOOHI 9TOT UOMOT 3aModan! B apocTu cTapuk ¢ pa3Maxy IIHYJ ChIHA HOTOM.
HecMoTps Ha BO3pacT, THEB IPHUAAI eMy CUIEL. Yaap ObIT HACTOJILKO MOLTHEIM, YTO Pa3fasics YETKUI
XPYyCT — Ha 9TOT pa3 CJIoMajach BTOpas Hora rocrmoauHa JIu. TOT TYT e 3aBepTesiCs IO MOJTy, BU3XKa
oT Oou:

— A-a-a-a!ll

— 3aTKHUCH, HUKYEMHBIN YOITI0MOK! — 3aopasl HaCTaBHUK. — {1 MPUIIEN ciofa, YTOOR HalTH TeOs U
BepHYTHL moMoit! He cmeit 6ontaTh yenyxy! Eiié pa3 nukHeI» — nepenomaio Tebe Horu!

Ho cbin yxe He Beput otiy. OH 3aBOIUII €II€ TPOMYE:

— Te1 Ke Mo pogHoii oTen! Kak Thl MOXKeIllb TaK CO MHOM nocTymaTh?! 1 Gosblile He X04y KUTh! A
CTOJIbKO [ Te0s feran, a TH Tak MeHs npepan! A noiigy kK ['ocynapctBeHHOMY HacTaBHUKY!

Y HacTaBHMKA OT CTPaxa MCHOBEHHO BHICTYIuUI 0T. OH GPOCUIICS K CHIHY U HAaHEC eIl OOWH yOoap B
OTYaSTHHO TIOMBITKE 3aTKHYTh €TO0.

Ho noman He Typa.

[IpssMO B TO camMoO€e MeCTO.

l'ocnioguu JIu u3gan HpOHSPITeJIbHBIfI, MOYTH ITUYNK BU3T — U TYT 2Ke IIOTepPsAII CO3HaHHe.

HacTtaBHuKY OBIIO y2Ke He [0 chiHa. OH TOPOIIMBO OPOCHIICS K UMIIePaTOPY, CTAPAsiCh CIACTH XOTS
OBl ce04:

— Bame BenmuuectBo! CeiH Moit — mbsgHUIIA ¥ 60nTyH! [Tpormy He oOpalmjath BHUMaHUS Ha ero 6pen!

C camoro Hayasa epeMoHuu XyaHpy YsHBION C XOJIOOHEIM CIIOKOKWCTBHEM HabIofas 3a 9TUM
dapcom. Ero 6e3ynmpedHo yucTas ofexkaa Pe3K0 KOHTPAaCTUPOBaJja C XaoCoM B KOMHaTe. Ha ero
O11eIHOM, JIeOSTHOM JIHIIe TTOSIBUJIACh e[iBa Y/IOBUMAs, HO 3JI0BeIlle MPOHUYHAS YIbI0Ka:

— Kaxercs, ceiH Bennukoro HacTaBHUKA TOJIBKO UTO YIIOMAHYI ['ocymapcTBeHHOro HactaBHuKa?

[ToT Ha cniMHe y CTapuKa XJIBIHYJ peKou. Ha caMOoM fiejie OH JaBHO TalHO COTPYAHHUYAI C
T'ocymapctBeHHBIM HactaBHEKOM. TOT GBIT BCEMOTYIII ITPX ABOPE, ¥ HEMAJIYIO POJIb B 3TOM HTPAJI0



UMEHHO CcofielicTBHe Bennkoro HacTaBHMKA. MaJio TOr0 — YTOOB YKPEIIUTh COI03, CTapPHUK HaxKe
0THaj COOCTBEHHOTO ChIHA B «IIPHEMHEIE» CHIHOBBS ['ocymapcTBeHHOr0 HacTaBHuKa. Ho eciu
MMIIepPaTop y3HaeT 00 3TOi CBSA3M...

PanbIne 9To He ©MeJ0 3HAUYEHUST — BJIACTh UMIepaTopa Ovina cinaba, ¥ OH HE MOT UM ITPOTUBOCTOSITh.
OpHaKo Terephb BCE U3MEHUIIOCH: Y UMIIEpATOpPa UMEJICS KO3BIPh IIPOTHUB HETO — €BHYX Y2Ke 3HaJl 0
OIeTbHOM IPAaKOHbEM TPOHE, a 3HAYUT, U XyaHdy UsHbioM 3Ham 00 3TOM JaBHO. Heyxenu. ..

Heyxenu npue3n umnepatopa B «[1aBuiboH 3BE3» U OB 3aflyMaH CIIEI[MaIbHO [JIS TOTO, YTOOHI
IIO¥MATh ero?

Yewm Gosbille 0H 00 3TOM [yMaJl, TEM CTPAIllHee CTaHOBUIOCh. OH YYBCTBOBAJI: OH PACKPHLI ITpaBay!

— Bame BenuuecTBo! — Benukuii HacTaBHUK, XOTh U OBUT aMOUIMO3€H, HO B Oyllle — TPYC, U TEMEPbh,
OKa3aBIIKCH Ha Kpalo MPOTAcCTH, He K0nebsach BHKPUKHYT: — CTaphlil Cllyra He UMeeT *HUKaKux*
cBa3eit ¢ 'ocymapctBernHBIM HacTaBHUKOM! MEI Tuib cOCnyKuBIE! CEIH MOM IIPOCTO IIbSH U HECET
YyIIIb!

WMmnepaTop cerka yIblOHYICS:

— IlpaBpma mu?

— Yucrag npaBua! — PEMUTEJIbHO ITIOATBEPANII HACTaBHUK.

— Pa3 Tak... — CIIOKOMHO IIPOM3HEC UMIIEPATOP, — 3HAYUT, I omubCcs, yBaxkKaeMblii MUHUCTP.

9TO0 «yBaxKaeMbI MUHUCTDP» 3aCTaBUJIO CTapuKa CTOHATh BHYTpeHHe. CeKyHAy Ha3a[ ero Ha3hlBall
«BenukuM HaCTaBHUKOM», @ TeTIePk, II0CJIe TOT0 KakK OH OTPEKCS oT ['ocymapcTBeHHOro HacTtaBHUKE,
CTaJl «yBaXkaeMBIM MUHUCTPOM»! HeyxKeJu CMBICTT HACTOJIBKO O4eBUIeH?!

OmHako, BO3MOXKHO, OH eIllé ycreeT 00BbsICHUTHCS ¢ ['ocymapCcTBeHHBIM HacTaBHUKOM HaeduHe.

Ho egBa 3Ta uckpa HageXkObl BCIBIXHYJIa B €T0 cepale, Kak XyaH(y YsHbION IPOU3HEC:

— CeropgHsliHee IPOKCIIECTBHE, CKOPee BCEeTo, MPOCOYUTCA HapyXKy. B Hapode HAYHYTCS CIyXH, U
moOpast pemyTalus, KOTOPYIO BBl CTPOWIIM JECSTHIIETUSIMHU, MOXKET IOCTpagaTh. UYToOw n30exkaTh
HEHYKHBIX TOJIKOB CPeOY YNHOBHUKOB, {1 TMYHO IIPUTJIAIIY Bac CErofHs HOYbIO B XpaM baiiny gns
00CyXIeHHUs ToCyIapCcTBeHHBIX fAefl. Yto mo I'ocymapcTBeHHOr0o HacTaBHMKa — 4 MO0 K HEMY
1ociia, fabbl TOT Mepefda Baliy 00bICHEHUS U TOATBEPANII Ballly HEBUHOBHOCTh. YTO CKaxkeTe?

Ecnu uMnepaTop mpuUrialiaeT ero B xpaM baiy, 3HaYuT, OH *He MOr* HaXOOUTHCSI CETOMHS HOYbIO B
«[TaBUILOHE 3BE3M».



9T0 1 OBLIO BHICIIEHN (OPMOM 3aLIUTHL pelyTalui.

A mocrinas rosia K I'ocymapcTBeHHOMY HacTaBHUKY, UMIIepaTOp HaMepeHHO JIKINajl HaCTaBHUKA
BO3MOXKHOCTH BTallHEe BOCCTAHOBUTDb OTHOIIEHUS. Beob TOT OBIJT Ype3BHYaWHO IIOJ03PUTETEHEIM —
TEIepb, Y3HaB, UTO BemuKuilt HACTaBHUK BTSHYT B MHTPUTY UMIIEPATOPA, OH HYU 3a YTO HE OCMEJTUTCS
CHOBa [IOBEPSITH EMY.

Ceppue cTapuKa pa3phlBajioCch OT oT4asHUSA: «Kak ke g yroaun B nankl XyaHdy YsHbosa?!»

Ha MrHOBeHUe Bollapuiach TUIIMHA. ['07T0C ©MIIEpaTOpa IPO3ByYa 0e3 TeHU 3MOIUH:

— YrTo0, y Bac ele ecTb BO3paKeHus?

— Her, Bamre BenuuecTBo! — HaCTaBHUK MTHOBEHHO OIIOMHUIICSI, YYBCTBYSI, KaK MOKUIAIOT €T0
nocnegHue cuibl. C TOKOPHOCTHIO OH ONYCTUJICA Ha KOleHu: — CTaphlil Cliyra IOIHOCThIO
oJuYKHSIeTCS Baliemy pelieHuo.

OTa ClieHa Iopa3ujia MPUCYTCTBYIOMUX — [[310l-BaHa, KHUKHUKA U JIPYTHX.

L3saup K031 cTosIn HEBUHHO, KakK aHTrell.

Ho KHMXXHUK Havyajl COMHEBAThLCS: HeyxKenu uMmepatop u L[3sub K091t 3apaHee BCE CIITaHUPOBATIH?
Ecnu Tak — MX XUTPOCTh ¥ pacy€T OblIK moucTuHe 6e300HHEL. BIiepBEle OH 0CO3HA: €T0 Bpar
3HAYUTEJILHO OTlaCHee, YeM OH AyMall.

LI3101i-BaH yIBIOHYJICS HOOPOAYIIHO:

— Pa3 Hemopa3yMeHue pa3bsiCHUIIOCH, He BEPHYTHCSA I HaM HaBepx? [Ioxoxe, Bemukomy
HACTaBHUKY HEJIETKO — JaBalTe BHIIIbEM II0 Yalllke, YTOOHI YCIIOKOUTb HEPBHI?

Ho Y HaCTaBHHUKA IIPOIIAJIO BCAKOE KeJlaHne €CTh. OH OTBETHUI:

— ChBIH MOU Ts2KeJio paHeH. biarogapio 3a roctenpuuMcTBO! Korga oH MonpaBUTCS, CTapeId ClIyTra
HeIIpeMEeHHO JINYHO ITOCETHUT Bac.

LI3r0¥-BaH HUYYTh He YOUBUIICS:

— 2XKars.

Xyandy YsHbI0U BCTAT:



— 4 CIUIKOM OOIro OTCYTCTBOBaJI. Hopa BO3BpallaThCA.

113101i-BaH HE OCMENHUJIICSA €T0 3afePKUBATh:

— ITpuka3aTh MogaTh KapeTy?

— He HyXHO0. 3aHUMaNTeCh CBOMMHU [ieJIaMU.

ViMmepaTop HaIpaBUJICS K BEIXOMY, HO Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO IIaroB 00epHYIICS:

— THI 4TO, HE TTOUMEIL?

L13stab KO3, OUHYBIIKCE OT 3PEJIUINA, IIOCIIENTHO 3aceMeHUT 3a HUM. OCTasibHbIe TOXKE ITOCTIeI0BaJIH
Bcien. LI3toi-BaH x0Ten 65UT0 3aroBopuTh C L3518 K03eM, HO HMIIEpaTOp TYT K€ OKJIMKHYII €T0.

I3101-BaH: «...»

«MmepaTop no-npexHeMy IPOTUBEH», — MOAyMaJl OH, HO BCE ke MOAOMIEN.

L13saab KO3 1 KHUKHUK OCTaKCh mo3agu. C caMoro Bedepa KHUXKHUK OblT 3ayMuuB. OH B3TISIHY
Ha [I3sguab FO3s:

— ThI y2Ke MOJIHOCTHIO IIpeaH UMIlepaTopy?

3sap KO311 HE OTBETUII IPSIMO:

— Be3 Ero BenmuuecTBa s maBHO ObI yMep THICSTUM pa3 BO ABOPIIE.

KauxKHUK IIpoOMOJI4all. CMepTeanaﬂ OTIACHOCTH 3TOT'0 «KBecTa» Obla O4YeBHUOHA KaKIOOMY
Y4aCTHHKY. Ho, CBEPHYB 3a YI'0JI, OH HAKJIOHUJICSA onmxe H, 3arjiyllas IIyM IMHPYLIKH, IIPOMIEIITAall:

— Tl 3HaeIb, YTO UMIIEPATOPY OCTAJIOCh HEHOJTO XKUTh?

L3sup K031 ocTancs HEBO3MYTUM — 0e3 TeHu CTpaxXa UJIK YOUBJIEHNW A, KOTOPBIX KHUZKHUK 2KOAJI:

— W 4gT10 C TOTO?

KHUXKHUK HAaXMYPHUJICH:



— Mynmpas nTulla BeIOMpaeT HafexKHoe nepeBo. Tebe cTOUT HaliT Ooyee CTAaOUIIBHYIO OIIOPY.

LI3stab KO3 yipIOHYICS:

— OTKypa THl 3Haelllb, YTO TBOU BEIOOP — Hafl€xKeH? B 3TOM MUpe MOITHO TEX, KTO HE MOXKUJ [0
crapocTti. [Io KpaliHeu Mepe...

C camoro Hayasla KHUXKHUK BocnpuHuMar [[3gub K034 kak 6€3001IHOT0 IrIIaBHOTO eBHYXa — C
IEeTCKUM JIUI[OM, YUCTBIM, COCPENOTOYEHHEIM B3TISA0M, 663 Majeriero HaMéKa Ha arpeccuio.

Ho Teneps...

— Ecmu TH ocMeelnb MOJHSTh PYKY Ha XyaHdy UsHbios... — TEMHEBIE r'1a3a L[3sup F0as Bounmuch B
HEro, — 5 TapaHTUPYIO: THl He BHIMIEIb KUBLIM U3 3TOTO KBECTA.

JINIT0 KHUXKHUKA N3MEHUI0Ch. Ha Mur €My I10Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OH BOOGH.IG He 3HaeT 3TOI'0 YEeJIOBEKA.

— Tol yrpoxaeus MHE?

— HcmpaBnsiio: 9T0 IpenynpexaeHue.

— ...A B 4ém pas3Huna?!

TeMm BpeMeneM XyaH(y UsHBIOK yKe 3aKOHUYUII pa3roBop c LI3i-BaHoM. KapeTa nogxupgana y
nogbsesfa. MMmepartop obepryscs, u LI3sgub KO3l yxke 6exkal K HEMY:

— T'ocnoguu!

— IMTomnu.

LI3siab KO3t 00epHYyICS U PagoCTHO ITOMaxalt:

— Ilo cBupaHus, Ballle BbicouecTBO! [IpoiaiTe, COBETHUKH!

1I3t0ii-BaH, TN BCIlef ye3kKalolleld KapeTe, 3aiyMYlBO IPOU3HEC:

— Kaxk BHI fiyMaere...

KHUKHUK peIInsI, YTO OH CKaXKeT YTO-TO O CTPAHHBIX OTHouIeHusAxX 1I3s1Hb K095 1 uMIiepaTopa.



Ho 1I310#i-BaH, IOMOTYaB, BLIIIAIMIIL:

— YT0 3HAUYUT «[0 CBUOaHUA»? HeyxXenu OH MHE 4YTO-TO HaMeKaeT?

— ...Bae BEICOUYECTBO, BN JIN.

113101i-BaH TOBKO PACKPHLI Beep:

— He Bepio! {1 ke KpacaBel] — Kak OH MOXeT *He* HaMeKaTh?!

KHUKHUKY IT0Ka3aJI0Ch, UYTO OH y2Ke BUOUT KOHEIl 9TOro KBecTa!

)%k

B kapere.

Lzsub K031 cumen Ha MsATKOM j1oXke. Henoganéky Xyaudy YsHbiol HETOPOIITMBO 3aBapuBai 4ai. Y
MMIIepPaTopa, XOTh U OBIJT OTPABJIEH, 9HEPTMH XBATAJI0 Ha IBOUX.

— Bame BenuuecTBo, 103BOJIBTE IOMOYL! — CyeTuBO noackounn L3saus HOoii.

— He Hamo, — neHuBO GPOCUIT UMITEPATOP.

I3sup K091 Kosebancs. OH caMOBOJIBHO COIIEN BHKU3, CBI3aJl ¥ M30UJI ChIHA HaCTaBHUKA — BCE IO
CBOel MHUIMATHBE. HeKOTOpEIe MpaBUTENH He 0qo0PSIOT MOgo0HY0 caMoaesiTeIbHOCTh. Ho
MMIIEPATOP BCE elné He ynoMuHan 06 atoM. U 3To myraso 60sibllle, YeM IIPSIMOii THEB.

— 9-3... Bamre BenuuecTBo... — PEIINI OH 3arOBOPUTH ITEPBEIM. — f1 MOTY BCE OOBSCHUTE.

Xyaupy Ysnbiol nogHs1 OPOBb:

— O? I'maBHBEIY eBHYX BaH HyXfaeTcs B 00bsACHEHUSAX? 1 mymar, Bl BCerjfia ClefyeTe JHIIb 30BY
ceppa.

I3a8b KOo1: «...»

«XBaTHUT, XBATUT!» — XOTEJIOCh 3aBLITh OT CTHITA.

Ha cekyHOy OH ITOUyBCTBOBaJI, KAKOBO YNHOBHUKAM.



Ho y HuX X0Ts1 OB €CTh IOCTOMHCTBO, @ Y HET0 — TOJICTas IIKypa!

OH pyxHYJTI Ilepef UMIIEPATOPOM ¥, 00XBATUB €0 HOT'Y, 3aBOIHUJI:

— Bamme BenmuuecTtBo! Pab mpu3HaeT cBoi0 BUHY! ITO ObLIO HEYMHBIIUIEHHO! {1 TPOCTO XOTEN CXOOUTh
YMEITBCS, HO YBUAEN, KaK 9TOT FOCHOOUH JIu XxBaTaeT MyKUMH HacuibHO! [la emle u TalHO PUCYeT
KaKre-TO yepTexu! OTO OH BTALIUII MeHs B KOMHaTy! [IoBepsbTe!

HNmmiepaTop CIIpOCH:

— 3HaA4uT, OH K BaM IIpUKacascs?

3sup KO3 onemmn: «Pa3Be 9To I'1aBHOE?»

— Hy... Korpma TsHy” 3a pyKaB, 4yTb ITOTPeIast, Ho 60bllle — HET.

Barisg uMmnepaTopa CTaj yrPokKaroliM.

— Kakou pykas?

L3aub K031 TOOHSA PYKY:

— OTOT.

— CoXrH 3Ty OfiexXy 10 BO3BPAIleHNH, — IIPHUKA3aal UMIIepaTop.

— Yro?! — axuyn Li3aup FO0sii. — I3T0 XKe Takasg goporas TKaHb! Eme u HoBasi! {1 HUKOTIa He HOCHUI
Hu4yero nogob6Horo! a u Brl ke nmomapunu MHe e€! BriepBbie B XKU3HU TIOTYUUIT TIOAAPOK Ofe Kb !
MHe Tak HpaBurtcs! [laxke 6051Cs CUIBHO OUTH 3TOTO JIX, YTOOHI HE TOPBATh!

OH GonTan 6€3 yMOJNKY.

Xyanoy UsHbBIOW CMOTpPeII Ha HETo, U JIEM B €r0 TIa3ax IOCTEeNeHHO Tasl.

*On mrobuT Mou momapku. OH mopoxuT uMu. OH MOOUT MeHs.*

I/IMr[epaTop He yOepzZKaJCs U IIOTJIaguIl ero 110 rojIoBe.

LI3siHp KO3l yOuBNEHHO MOOHSAT IJIa3a — U YBUAEN PelKYyIo, TEIIYIO YIROKY Ha JIulle UMIepaTopa.



— Ecnu HpaBUTCS, — TUXO CKaldan XyaHdy UsHbion, — A Oyny muth Tede omexkmy moyvatlie.

— U aToT HEGPUTOBHI 06PYY MOKHO 3aMEHUTh, — MAJIbIEl UMIIEPATOPa CKOJIb3HYJIX 10 TOJIOBHOMY
y6opy LI3siub FO9s1. — KaMeHb CTUIIKOM HU3KOTO KauecTBa.

LI3siupb K091t omenmun. «Heyxenu Ero BenuuecTBo pemnt 06CTaBUTh MEHS, KaK KYKIIy?»

Ho... ox He nipoTuB!

— Kaxk ke Tak, Bame BenuuecTBo? MHe HEJIOBKO CTAHOBUTCH. ..

— He xouelrs — He Haflo, — OTCTPAHUIICS KMIIEPATOP.

— Xouy, xouy! — LI3ssup KO3 TyT XKe moiMasl ero pyKy 4 BepHYJ 00paTHO Ha CBOIO T'OJIOBY, PAgOCTHO
ynbibasick. — IIpoOCTO BEXKIIUBOCTD!

XyaHdpy YsHbI0M HE yOepKajcs U TUX0 PacCMesiJiCs.

OOBIYHO UMITEPATOP CMESIJICSI CAapKaCTUYECKH, XOJIOHO, HO celiyac — rila3a ero CBeTUIIUCH, OYOTO OH
CHOBA CTaJI OBAALUATUIETHUM IOHOIIEH, IIOJTHEIM XKU3HU U IIAJIOBIUBOCTH.

— BrI mpekpacHo yneibaeTech, — cka3san L3sup FO9ii. — BaM cTouT yarme yiasi6aThes.

Xyandy YsaHbi0i cMOTpen Ha Hero. B 3paukax L3sub K035 4€TKO oTpaxancs ero obpas. O
HAKJIOHUJICS OIMKe, TOI0C CTall XPUILIBIM:

— [Touemy?

O0a BBEIIMINM HEMHOTO BHHA.

Cnapmkuii apoMaT CIIMPTHOTO CMEIIIAICS C 3allaXOM CJIMBEL. PacCTOSTHHE MeXOy HUMH HCUe3JIo.

I3sHB 051 nomusan TOJIOBY. Ero I“YGBI OBIJIM AJIBIMM, TJ1a3a — KPYTJIBIMHU. I/IMnepaTop BHUEII TaXKe
TOHKHE OeJible BOJIOCKH Ha €ero IMeKaX, PyMsdHBI€ OT BHHA.

OH XKpman — XKpan nmpu3HaHusg. M ecinu 661 OHO ITPO3BYYaso, OH OblT OBl TOTOB OATh IIAHC.

Wx B3rnsamou BCTPETUIIUCE.



L3sub K021 TBEPHO CKa3ai:

— IToTomMy uTO ynbIOKa yny4IilaeT HacTpoeHue! A Xopolee HaCTPOEHUEe — 3aJI0T BHI3OPOBJIeHus! B
MeOUIMHCKUX TpaKTaTaX YETKO CKa3aHO: BaieMmy Teny ceiiuac XKU3HEHHO HeoOXoouMa
II0JIOKHUTENIbHAsA IMOIMOHaNbHasA atMocdepa!

«Xe-xe! Ceriyac TOYHO ITOXBAJIUT!» — PAoOBaJICS OH IIPO CeOsl.

XyaHpy UYsHBIOU: «...»

[Tocse mayssl OH PACCMesiICSI — HO y2Ke C pa3apakeHneM:

— 3Hauut, MHe elné u 61arogapuTs Tebs?

— O HeT! 910 MO Honur!

OH XOTeT ellle YTO-TO CKa3aThb, HO HMIIEPAaTOop yXKe CXKall ero HOJI60p0I[OK.

[Manbiel Xyandy YsaHbios ObUIH TPOXIAAHBIMY, HO JKECT — TBEP/IBIM.

— Ecnu TH Tak 3a0o0THIbCs 0 MOEM 300POBhE, — IPOIIENTAN OH, — 3aYeM TOTfla XBaIuIlh Moo
BHEIIIHOCTD?

3aus KO onermmu.

— Wnu... — uMmepaTop NpUABUHYICS 6IMXKe, ero TEMHBIE Tla3a BIUIKUCH B HET'0, — Tebe HPaBUTCS
Mos BHEHIHOCTE?

I3saup KOa1 xoTen cka3atk: «HeT, He cMero!»

Ho TyT OH O4YyBCTBOBaJ apoMaT CJIUBHL X BUHA, €T0 B3TJIAL CKOJIL3HYII 110 Illee UMIIePaTopa, 1o
co0/1a3HUTENHPHOMY KaOBIKy — U BAPYT OTYETIIMBO NIPECTAaBUl POOUHKY B (pOpMe CIMBH Y HETO Ha
KJTIOYUIIE.

— Pa0b He... He cMeeT... — 3auKaJCcs OH.

— Torga 4yero OpoXKuIlIb? — roJIOC UMIIepaTOpa CTaJll elllé XpUIliee, MOYTH COOTa3HUTETbHBIM.

LI3ssab K091 mymart, 4To TPSICETCS OT CTPaxa, HO ero cepplle CTydauo uHade — OBICTPO,
B3BOJIHOBAHHO. OH X0TeJ OBITE OJIMXKe, ellé OIuxKe...



*Bax!*

Kapeta pe3ko nepHynacs.

XyaHdy YsHBIOM OTCTPAHUIICS:

— Yto cnyyunocs?

Kyuep oTBeTumn:

— Bame BennuecTBo, MBI BbeXalll Ha TEPPUTOPHIO xpaMa baiiny.

— XM.

9ToT nepepriB BepHYy L[3gHb F0351 B peanbHOCTD. «ITO Ke uMnepaTop! ['masHbI repou! Kaxk s
nocMen?! I'maBHBIM repoy NpUHAAIEeKUT repouHe! Xyany YsHbioM — UMIIEPaTOp, a I — BCETO JIUIIb
eBHyx! Ecnu monu y3HAIOT... KaK OHU OYAYT Cyma4uTh 0 HEM?»

XyaH(}y YsHBION U TaK MHOTO CTpPafall, ero U Tak OKJIeBeTalll U3-3a IPEeCTYIJIeHn KitaHa Cio3.
l13sap FO311 He XOTeN CTaTh HOBEIM IIITHOM Ha €r0 PENyTaluu.

Houb cTaHOBHUIACH IIy0xKe.

Xo71ofi CHapyzK¥ IIPOHUKAJI B KapeTy, IPOHU3LIBas Teso 1 pa3yM LI3sub K035, 3acTaBinsis ero
OCTHIBATh.

OH nopHAI ra3a Ha UMIIepaTopa.

W BOpyT BCIIOMHUJI OETCTBO. Y HETo GBITIO TJI0X0€ 3peHue. 3UMOK OH CHIEN Y BOPOT ¥ CMOTpEN Ha
ajble CIIMBEI 3@ JBOPOM — YHCTHIE, TOPOBIE, IPEeKpacHie. A OH CaM — M30PBAHHEIM, HEIIOTHOIIEHHEIH,
CJ1a0bIH.

Ho cnuBoBOe miepeBo BCE PaBHO IBEJIO MIJIs HETO.

OH cufen Ha CHETY, a BeTBH HaJl HUM KJIaHSIUCh. B 9TOM pa3MBITOM MUpPE CIIUBHI OBITH
€IVHCTBEHHOU SPKOU KapTUHOM.

W ou HE MOT COpPBATh UX pagu coOCTBEHHOU KagHOCTH.

— Pab... pab mpocTo pacTepsyicsi, — TUXO CKa3aJl OH, OIIYCTHUB TrOJIOBY. — Pa0 HaroBOPHUJI INIYIOCTEH.



[Iporry mpocTUTs!

YnribKa ¢ nuila ©MIepaTopa MIHOBEHHO MCYe3JIa.

B KapeTe CTaJio JIegsaHO.

— Tol pacTepsmncsa? — xonogHo cupocun XyaHndpy UsHbiol. — MHe Ka3anochk, TBOM OEeP30CTHU He 3HAIOT
rpaHull.

— B cnepnyromuit pa3 6yny octopoxHee! — mocmenrHo oTBeTun L3sgus FOait.

HWmnepaTop nomomndan. OH He BepuJ, 4yTo LI3gHb FO311 He OHAN ero. YK CIUIIKOM TOT yMeH. OH
oTBepr ero. Ho mouemy?

Wnu... oH ToxKe OOMTCS MPOKIISTOrO Tejla UMIepaTopa’?

XyaHdpy YsHbI0M OMyCTHI Ta3a.

— XBaTHUT CTOSATh Ha KoJneHsx. Caguce.

L[3$IHB K051t He mOHSN 9TOTO TOHA, HO IIOOYMHUIICA.

[IyTh oCTaBasiCsl CIIOKOMHBIM.

YV nopHoXus xpaMa LI3ssHb K091 IepBEIM BHIIIEN ¥ TIOMOT HMIIEPATOPy COuTH. JInio XyaHdy YsHbIos
OBLLIIO OJIETIHEIM.

— Bame BenuuecTBo, Bel maBHO He oTabixanu! [103BonbTe IPOBOAUTE Bac B mokou!

HMnepatop KUBHYIIL.

Ho tyT nog6exan Csio AHBL3H:

— Bame BenmuuectBo! CpoyHOe ioHECeHUe C TpaHulibl! Vke B KabuHeTe!

— Cenuac noupy, — oto3Bajics XyaHpy YsHbIoM.

OH coenas HeCKOJIBKO IIaroB — U BOPYT PEe3KO HAKJIOHUTICS.



3sub K091 MTHOBEHHO OPOCHUIICS K HEMY:

— Bame Bennuectso!

W3-miop manwlieB COYMUIACh KPOBE.

— Huvero, — oTMaxHyJICsl UMIIEPATOP.

3sap K091 mpuKa3as BeI3BaTh JT€Kaps U YMOJIS:

— OTrpgoxHuUTe cHavasua!

— Her Bpemenu, — oTkasancs XyaHdy YsaHbIoMH.

YBupmeB KpoBb Ha nmagonu, L[3sHp KO3l MOHSI: MMIIEPaTOp, BEPOSITHO, MII0X0 ce0s1 YyBCTBOBAJI €IIE B
KapeTe, HO Tepnes. OH XKaJjell, YTO PA303JIUJI eT0 BeYePOM.

Ho, K ero yauBieHu10, UMIIEPaToOpP BAPYT YCMEXHYICS:

— I'me xe TBOS pacTepsHHOCTH? He BUXKYy.

LI3stab FO911 mpobGopmMoTart:

— JTO0 pa3Hble CUTyalUMu...

WmMmepaTopy BOPYT CTAJIO JIerde.

)%k

B xabunere.

IloneceHue C006H18.J'IO: cocemHee roCynapCTBO aKTUBHO Hepe6paCLIBaeT BOMCKa, BOBHUKAIOT CTHIUKH
C TOPTOBBEIMH KapPpaBaHAMH — SIBHBIH BBI3OB.

ViMmepaTop TyT ke MOAMIKMCAl IPUKa3 ¥ CO3Ball COBETHUKOB.

LI3sab K091 He mokuman ero, Habmomas 3a cyeToi. OH YyBCTBOBAJ: CKOPO HAYHETCS BOMHA.

WM npencTout nNoKuHYTh ropy baiiny.



A 3HAYWT, HAJ0 CPOYHO CHOBA NMPOOPATHCS B IOA3EMEbE 1Mo OMOITMOTEKOM.

)%k

K yTpy coBet 3aBepiuics.

LI3stap 0311 moMoTr UMIIepaTopy MIpHIeydb, a CaM OTIPABUIICS IIPOBEPSITH IIPUTOTOBIIEHUS K
BeuepHeMy OaHKETY.

JIrou ['yiK3Hb OCTaHOBUJIA €T0:

— Hy kaxk c TaHlleM Ha Medax?

— Cmpotiry 4yTh IIOMO33Ke, — OTMAXHYJICS OH. — ¢ 2Ke ObIBIIMM CyneOHBIM MeIUK — KaXKIbIi IeHb C
HOXKaMu paboTaio!

JTron I'yiXK3HE: «...»

3By‘-II/IT JIOTU4YHO, HO 4YTO-TO HE TakK.

— l'oBop4r, GymeT BoiiHa?

— Vxe Bce 3HaI10T?

— Becs gBop B nanuke! [la u 1[3101i-BaH BepHYJICS — HENOHATHO, C KakuMu nenaMu! Kpacasen, HO
KOBApHBIN.

3sub K091 3Han e€ cnabocTh K KpacaBlaM:

— OH 4T0-TO TOBOPHUI Tebe MpHu BCTpeue?

— Tompko KpacCuBhbI€ CJIIOBA, — B3[JO0XHYJIa OHaA.

3anab FO31: «...»

«BrI BOOOIIIE HU 0 YEM He TOBOPHUTE!»

— Hy, TBl Xe caMa 3Haelllb, — OIlpaBAbIBaach OHa. — Kak TOIBKO BUXKY KpacaBlla — MO3TH
OTKJIIOYAIOTC!



— A c ©UMIIepaTOPOM MBICTTH ECTb.

— HekoTopkle KpacaBlbl MOTYT YOUTh — C TAKUMU He TTODOIUPTYEIllb.

L3saub FO311 BCIOMHMI: CEeTOOHS FepOUHS OOJIXKHA CHeJlaTh BaXKHBIY LIAar B OTHOLIEHUAX C
umneparopoM. EMy cTano Ts:Kesno Ha Aylle — He KaX[blii MOXKeT XBalUTh 00cca 3a yXaxkUBaHUS 3a
OPYrOu XKEeHIUHON!

— Ilocne moero TaHIla HaWgEM CIT0CO0 TOMEHSATHCSI, — CKa3ajl OH. — [10 CI0XKEeTYy, IOCJie TOT0 KaK ThI
CITACENIb UMIIepaTopa OT YOUMIIE, OH OTBEHET TeOS JTEUUTHC... M TPOU30UIET. ..

OH He mOTOBOPHIL.

HWMeHHO 30ech B OpuruHajie Ha4YrhHaJlaCh IIepBasi OJIM30CTh TJIABHEBIX Trepoes.

— A BOpYT He NMOMYy4YUTCSa? — 3aHepBHUYANa JIou ['yiiKoHb.

— IInan ugeansHe. He BUXY, TIE MOXKET IIOUTH HE TakK.

— HaBepHoe, THI IIpaB... HABEPHOE...

Hab6mrogaTenu B «IIpsiMOM 3pUpe» y&Ke CMESIIUCE:

— «Ecnu Hu4ero He MOWOET He TaK — HaBEPHSKA YTO-TO MOUIET HE TaK».

— «CI0KeT BCE paBHO MOMOET, HO KaK — HEU3BECTHO».

— «OTOT KBECT CTaJl COBCEM HelpeacKasyeM!»
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Beuepom GaHKeT HadasCs.

I/IMnepaTop Hapell O(I)I/II.II/IaJ'IBHHﬁ Hapsag — ‘-IépHO-3OJ'IOTa${ MaHTHs1, KOPOHA C 30JIOTBIMU KUCTSAMH.
OH BRHITIAOEN BEIMYECTBEHHO U HEOCATaeMo.

LI3ssHb KO310 Ka3anocs, 6YOTO OH BIIEPBEIE BUMUT €TO.

— Iuém 4 He 3actan Te6s1, — npousHéc XyaHdpy YsHbioM.



— Pa6 3aHuMarsnca npuroToBaeHusIMU K OaHKeTy, — coBpai L3sub F09ii.

(He ckaxelb ke, YTO TPEHUPOBAJICS IIEPEOEBATHCS B KEHITUHY!)

— IlpaBpma? — MOIO3PUTENIBHO MIPUIIYPHUIICS UMIIEPATOP.

I3sup K031 3aHEpBHUYAT.

Ho Xyandy Ysubi0i TOTBKO CKa3aml:

— ITousTHO.

OH ynoBun Ha ogexpe LI3ssHp FO2s1 apoMaT myxoB U3 rapeMa. 3Ha4YuT, TOT OB OJTM3KO K JKEHIIUHE. ..
MozxeT, 0H *To0uT* XKeHIUH?

HiMmiepaTop He 0XKu[al, YTO ero COMEPHUKOM OKaXKeTCs OfHA U3 er0 HaJloXHHUII!

Ho maxe ecnu Tak — OH He NOLIAOUT *HUKOr0*, KTO CTaHeT Ha IyTu!

LI3saus FOal, rnsaas Ha MpadHoe JIMI0 uMIepaTopa, 3abecmokouncs: «Heyxkenu oH y3Ha o IyiaHe?!»

O6a HepBHUYAJIH, TTOKA He HavaJiCcs OaHKeT.

L3aub K031 cTOSAN PAXOM, IOAJINBA BUHO — U BAPYT BHILJIECHYJI HEMHOTO.

— IIpocTtuTe, BuHaA MOs!

— Huuero, — y1erko 0TBeTUJI UMIIEpaToOp. — THl yCTasl. f CIpaBiIoCh CaM.

Ho WH T'yiiksHb, cumeBIas psnoM, BCE BULETA.

«Y MeHs qyepel3 MecCqdl XKUBOT CTaHEeT 3aMeTeH! — OyMaJlla OHa B APOCTHU. — A sToT €BHYX Ban
IIOJIy4aeT BCIO MUJIOCTh I/IMnepaTopa! Ha kakoM 0CHOBaHHYM HOBUYOK IIPBITAET BHIIIE TOJIOBBI? ! »

Eé rmaza nmomeixany HEHaBUCTHIO. [171aH IPUOETCA YCKOPUTSD!
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L13saub K031 HakoHeIl BrIOpasics u Hamen JTion ['yilxK3Hb:



— BricTpee Mensucsa! MHe KaxeTcs, UMIIEPATOP YTO-TO 3an0fo3puil. Kak TOIBKO IIpeBpaTUIIbCS B
MeHs — Monuu! JIyyire BooO1le He TOSBISNCS!

— He Bonnyiicsi! — mpouenTana JTioi ['yitksHb. — CerofHs Hafio HOOUTHCS ABYX lieJeil: YTOOB
MMIlepaTop BioOucs, a LI310li-BaH yBUEN, YTO TEPOMHS He TaKas, Kak Bce!

LI3siup K09t mogymarn: «Hy yXk TaHell Ha Me4aX — TOYHO HEOOBIYHO».

— IloMHH: TIOCTIE TaHIA Cpa3sy HaYyHETCS HamageHue. TH JOTXKHA BEPHYTLCA U CIIaCTH I/IMnepaTopa!

— 4 6yny XpmaTh CHapyXkHu, — KUBHYJIa OHa. — Ho cMoTpu — He paHuck! Ecnu ocnabHels, Mou
«KapThI» ITepecTaHyT paboTaTh!

— JlagHo, momIn.

Onu 06MeHsITHCh 00pa3aMH.

LI3siHb K031t BomIEn Ha 6AHKET B JKEHCKOM ItaThe. C TPYAOM yaepKaBIIKUCh OT MafieHusi, OH
OITyCTHUJICS HA KOJIeHU:

— IMoxkmownsitock Ero BenuuectBy u E€ Benugectsy!

Xyanpy Ysnvbioit HaOmogan 3a «Hel» ¢ Y3KUMHU IJla3aMu.

My3bika Ha4asace.

«OHa» B3MaxHyJla MEYOM.

Bce 3PUTEJIX 3aMEPIJIN.

HMmepaTop CMOTPeIT He OTPHIBASICE.

Wu I'yiiksHb CTUCHYJIA KYOOK TakK, YTO OH TPECHYII.

I3sup K031 TaHLIEBasI, HO BOPYT — 3a €ro CIMHOY MOSBUJIUCH «TaHLIOBILIUIIEI» !

*3TO He M0 CleHapuio!*

OHU pUHYNIUCH K UMIIEPATOPY!



Xaoc.

3sup K021 onenenen: «4Yépt! HanameHnune Hadanock paHbie! MH emi€ He moMeHsanmuch! Kak
TePOMHS CIACET UMIepaTopa?!»

)%k

3a mmpegenaMu 3ara.

JTroit T'yiixkaHb, nepeoneTas B LI3ssup K034, xKeBajla KYpUHYIO HOXKKY U MIPUCIYIIMBANIaAcCh K LIIyMYy.

«Heyzenu OH Tak 3[0POBO TaHIyeT?» — IOgyMaJa OHa.

Ho Tyt pa3pancsa cmex:

— Ha GaHKeTe Tak BeceJjio, a TH 3[eCh eIllb KypHuIry?

L13r0i1-BaH!

JTton I'yii2K9HB 4yTh HOXKY HE BEIDOHUIIA.

«OH pgornxkeH ObITh Ha OaHKeTe! Kak Temneps CioxKeT MOUOET?!»

— 4... mpocto nporosopancsa! — 3anenetana oHa. — He rosopure HUKOMY!

— 910 Ha ¢ ToOoM cekpeT? — ynbIOHYICS L[310i-BaH. — O06elan MOT4aTh.

— [Touemy BEI MHe ITOMOTraeTe?

— HOTOMy YTO... — OH PACKpPHLI BE€ED, KaK IIaBJIMH, — THI HE TaKOM, KakK BCe MY2K4YHWHEIL.

JTron I'yiXK3HE: «...»

3pUTENH: «...»

«CTtomn! JT0 XKe pennuka ang *repouHu*!»

Crnepymoliuas CeKyHAa:



— «A-xa-xa! Bcé cnomainoch!»

— «CroXKeT OnATh MOLIEN He Tyaa!»

— «3JTOT KBECT OKOHYATEILHO COIIEN C yMa!»
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