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1I3u CroaHb OBIT MEPTB.

HecsaTku HeOEeCHBIX MOJIHUE 00PYLIMITICh Ha 3eMJTI0, IIPeBpalias BCE, 4ero Kacalaucs, B nemne. U on
caMm, u ero Med GBI Pa3HECEeHH! B mienki. [1o oruke Belmel, gaxe ero 60keCTBEHHAS Aylla
nomxHa Oblyia 6eCCIeqHO UCYE3HYTh.

Ho oH cHOBa OBLI KUB.

Korga oH OTKpBIT I'71a3a, B yIIaxX BCE ellle CTOS/T 3aTUXAOUINH I'POXOT HeOECHOTr'0 TPOMa, a B TPyau
KU Tpemner nepepn mMoisio HebecHoro [ao.

OmHako 3TOT cTpax OBICTPO pa3BesiyiCS NP BUMAE IIPefCTaBIlel mepes HUM KapTUHHL.

[ToTOJIOK MOAMHUPA MaCCUBHHIM MTONMPOBAHHBINA CEPEOPUCTHIN CKEJIET, MO MOTyIIPO3PaYHBIMU
CTEKIITHHBIMHY TIaHEIIMU KOTOPOTO eBa BUTHEIUCh TPyOrl. OH He 3aMeTHII JIaMIl, HO B BO3yXe
napuiau 6eCUUCIIEHHBIE CBETSIIMECS TOUKU. Hemoganeky MexaHn4yecKas pykKa ApoOuia Jiyd CBeTa Ha
HECKOJIBKO OCTPHIX, HEPOBHEIX Guryp. U3 cepebpsiHoro kyOKa Ta ke pyKa yBepeHHO IJIeCHyJa
JKHUAKOCTDb B CTOSIIIMH PsIAOM G0Kanm — KyOWKH JIbia CTONIKHY/IUCh C YUCTHIM 3BOHOM.

OTKyma-To JOHOCHUIACh MEJIOOUMYHAS MY3bIKa; CJII0BA MTECHU OBITH Ha s3bIKe, KoToporo LI3u CioaHb
HUKOTTA He CJIbIIIaJl.

«IToxoxe Ha 6GaHKeT», — PacCyaus OH.

ITog HUM OBLIJIO YTO-TO MSTKOE U YI[OGHOG — HOaXe IIpudATHee, 4eM B €ro IIOKOSAX B JlBopue I1eMOHOB.

MecrTa, Kyga ymapuia MOJIHUS, BCE ellle HbIJIM Tymoi 6071bi0. OH MHCTUHKTHUBHO IIOTSHYJICS, YTOOH
KOCHYTBCS MX, HO Ta/IbIlbl HALTyTIaau JIUIIb ey, CYXyI0 KOXKY.

[13u CroaHb He TIOMHUJI, YTOOBI COBEPIIIaJ PUTYaJT 3aXBaTa YyzKOro Teja.

Kak To/lbKO 3Ta MBIC/Ih BO3HUKJIA, B TOJIOBE TYT K€ pa3fajics CTPaHHBIM T'0JI0C:
[OT0 He 3axBaT Tena.]

[Brl mepeMecTUINCH B MUP POMaHa B KAUeCTBe «ITyIIeYHOT0 Msca».]

...Ilymeunoe mMsco?

[3TO 3HAYUT... HY... MU BpalllaeTCs BOKPYT I'JIaBHOT'O Ieposi, a MyILIeYHOe MSICO, — T'0JIOC B TOJIOBE



3By4YadJI BUHOBATO, — 3TO TaKads CTYII€HBbKA, KOTOpPas HyXKHa, YTOORI IIYTE T€POS BHITJTIAOEII dp4Ye U
BEJIN4YECTBEHHEE... B 06U.I€M, KaK-TO TakK.]

[Tpexpe ueM 1[3u CioaHb yCIIel 3a/iaTh BOIIPOCH, 3TOT CaMOIIPOBO3TJIalIeHHBN «CUCTEM», CTIOBHO
605ICh, YTO HE CMOKET OOBSICHUTHCS HOXOMYUBO, TOCIIEIINIT HAYaTh HOBBIM KPYT MOSICHEHUH. B pa3ym
L13u CroaHs XJILIHYJ IIOTOK 00pa30B ¥ WHGOPMAIUH, COTPOBOKOAEMBI KOMMEHTAPHUSIMU T'0JI0Ca.

OH «yBuOen» UCTOPUIO IOHOLIU, KOTOPOro Toxe 3Banu LI3u CroaHs.

Tot ObIn 6J'IaI"OpO}Z[HBIM MOJIOOEIM TOCIIOOUHOM CeMbu L1311 B HepBOﬁ 'anmakTHKe, HO B IETCTBE MOIal
B aBapHIO U OKa3aJiCAd 6pOI.HeHHBIM Ha IIJIaHeTe-CBaJIKe.

B gBapgiaTh neT, Mpouas 4epe3 HEMBICIUMEIE JTUIIEHUS U [0JIarasiCh JIUIIb Ha He(PUTOBHIN KYJIOH,
OCTaBJIEHHBIN MaTephio, oH Hamen I119us 1109 — yenmoBeka, C KOTOPHIM ObIT 00PYYeEH C IETCTBA, — U
B UTOTe BepPHYJICS B ceMbio 113u. TobKO TOrma OH 00HAPYXKUJ, YTO BCe 3TH I'OJLI €T0 MECTO 3aHUMaJl
OpPYToM, HaclaXkaasiCh MIPUBUIETUSIMY XKU3HY B foMe 113u.

STUM 4esioBeKOM ObLJI TJIaBHBIN T'epoii 3Toro Mupa — L[3u dHb.

[XoTs1 HaCTOSIIMY MOJIOOM TOCIIOAWH BEPHYJICS, cCeMbs 1131 He CMOTIIa paccTaThCs C (PasbIIUBLIM,
II03TOMY OHU PEIIXJIA BOCIUTHIBATh 060X, — mpoiurenTtana CucreMa. — 113u CioaHb TaK 0TYasSHHO
HyKJaJiCs B IOMe, YTO 110 TJIYIIOCTH COTJIacuics.]

Ho Bcé mo1no coBceM He Tak, Kak B er0 MeYTax.

YMHBIN ¥ TOCTYIIHBIY (panbIivBhIM OpaT HpaBUiics BceM Gorbie, 4eM oH. «1[3u CloaHb» U3 KOXKH BOH
71e3, 4TOOBI yTOOUTh CeMbe, HO BCE BHIXOAMIIO HAallePEKOCSK.

OH [0 nonyHOYM IIponafal B TDEHMPOBOYHOM 3ajie BOEHHOU aKa[eMUHU, IIbITasACh 3aC/IyKUTh
Ipu3HaHue cTapiiero 6paTa, — U TOJNBKO [JIS TOTO, YTOOBI IOACITYIIATh, KAK TOT TOBOPUT OTILy, UTO
1I3u CroaHb TYIIOBAT ¥ HU B KaKOe CpaBHeHUe He upeT ¢ L3u dueM.

OH MPUTBOPSJICS KU3HEPAAOCTHHIM, YTOOB COMU3UTHLCS C KEHUXOM, HEYMeJI0 IT'OTOBUJI TOJapKu — U
BUMEJ, KaK TOT BEIOpACHIBAET UX IIPHU ITePBOM BO3MOXKHOCTH.

HakoHel OH BCTPETHII APyTa, KOTOPOMY, KaK eMy Ka3ajioCh, MOT JOBEpUTHCS. Ho BCKOpe TOHSI, YTO
TOT BUZEN B HEM JIUIIL UTPYIIKY, 3a6aBbl pagu Habmogas 3a ero XXalkuMU IOTyTaMy, Ipexye YeM
cTonkHyTh «1[3u CioaHs» B elle O0JbIIyI0 0€30HY YHUKEHUS.

YeM cubHEe OH IBITAJICS BIIHUCATHCS, TeM Gollee Yy KuM Kasajcs. OH IEITalCS IoApaXxaTh MaHepam
u peun 1[3u fHs, HO 3aCITyKUJI JIMIIH HACMEIIKY 3a «HeJIeroe M03EPCTBOY.



B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 13-3a TOTO, YTO €T0 OLIEHKHU B aKajeMuH OBbINIA XYIOIIUMHU, ero 0eccepaedHo
OTIIPABUIIY B CaMyI0 OTAJIEHHYIO TaJlaKTUKY Ha OlTaCHEWIITYI0 MUCCHIO II0 OCBOEHUIO TEPPUTOPUHM.
[Toka Ha «II3u CiloaHs» Hamagaiu 3eprH, a ero XKU3Hb BUCeJIa Ha BOJIOCKE, (abUIMBHIN FOCIIOANH
KyIIaJsiCsl B JTydaX CJIaBHl U 000kKaHUs OpaTa, KeHUXa U TOT0 CaMoro Apyra Ha JIure BOEHHbIX
aKafieMul, TIOMyTHO 3aBOEBLIBasi CEPALE CBOEr0 «0ejIoro JIYHHOTO cBeTa». M maxe Torma Tpoe
MYK4UH OBIIM TOTOBHI CJIEHOBATh 3@ HUM II0 IISTaM.

[...A [I3u CroaHb MOT JIMIIb YyBCTBOBAThH, KAK yracaeT ero XKN3Hb, B OQUHOYECTBE, B TOCIUTAJIE Ha
IIOTrPaHUYHOM IIJIaHeTe. ]

«9T10 BCE?» — crpocun L3u CiloaHb.

[He... He coBceM. MicTopus He 3aKOHYEHA, KaXkeTcs, aBTOp e€ 3abpocui. OHa [JO0IIIa TOIBKO OO 3TOTO
MOMEHTa, — T'0JIOC 3alHYJICS, IBHO CMYTUBIINCh. — TakK 4TO, €ClIU X035UH 3aBEPIIUT OCTaBIIYIOCS
YacThb ClI0XKeTa, MUCCUS Oy[eT CYUTAThCS BBHITOTHEHHOM. |

T'onoc 1I3u CroaHs He BeIpazKaa SMOIUN: «3HAYUT, T IPUTAIIUIA MEHS CIOfIa, YTOOHRI S IIPOCTO KAl
CMEepPTU?»

[Henb3s Ke Tak TOBOPUTE...]

«A ecnu g He X04y?»

30Ha oTHBIXa, Ime cumen LI3u CroaHb, HaXOOWIAch B YEIUHEHHOM yToJIKe 0aHKeTHOT0 3aJia, MPSMO Y
TIAaHOPAMHOT'0 OKHa, OTCBEYUBAIOLIETO cepebpoM.

CTekJio oTpaxaJo ero mpoguib: OH HeOpexKHO CUfeNl Ha AuBaHe, 3aKMHYB HOT'Y Ha HOTY,
paccinabiieHHO OTKUHYBIINCH Ha MSATKHE MOAYIIKK. Ero mo3a u MaHepa [epxkKaThCst ObIJIA B TOYHOCTH
TaKMMHU Xe, KaK B Te BpeMeHa, Korfga oH Boccefan Ha YepHoM 3010ToM TpoHe B [IBOpIie OyryaH.

L13u CroaHb MeNIbKOM IJISIHYJI Ha Pa3MAITYIO TeHb B OKHE ¥ MTHOBEHHO BCE NOHsIL. JIn00 y 3TOro
«HACTOSILETO TOCIIOAUHA» OblIa TOYHO TaKas e BHEIIHOCTh, KakK Y Hero, 11u60 9T Teso OBLIO0 ero
COOCTBEHHBIM, KOTOPOE [OIXKHO OBIIO IIPEBPATUTHLCS B IIpAX MOJ yAApPOM MOJTHUM.

[Bamre Teno mercTBUTENbHO OBIO ucHeneneHo HeGecHoit Kapoit. 3To Teno co3maHo 3aHOBO, —
CBOeBpeMeHHO nosicHua CucremMa. — Eciu BB 0TKaXKeTeCh... 9TO HOBOe TeJI0 BCKOpe OyaeT
aHHYJIMPOBAHO. ]

[13u CroaHb He IOHAJI, CYUTATh JIK 3TO YIPO30M.

Be3 Terna oH Ovin ObI He 60ee YeM TSKeJI0 paHeHHOU 00KeCTBEHHOU AyIIou. B aToM Mupe He OBIIO
IYXOBHOM 9HEPTUU; OH HEe CMOT Obl HY MOJAIUTATH CBOIO AYIY, HU HAalTH HOBOE TEJIO [JiT BCEJIEeHUs.
Tak 4TO CMepTh XJaja ero B JI060M clydae.



[K ToMy Ke, uCTOpHS ellle He 3aKOHYeHA. BOpyr BHE3aIlHO HalOeTCs: YyO0IeiCTBEHHOE 1eKapCTBO?
MozkeT, BH BhIXKUBeTe!] — ¢ Hamexkmoi BcTaBuila Cucrema.

[13u CioaHb HEOOBSICHUMO YCMEXHYJICS U CIIPOCHIL: «THl caMa-TO B 3TO BEPHUIIH?»

[4...]

[Tpexpe ueM CucreMa ycresia 3aKOHUUThH CBOe HEBHSITHOE OopMoTaHue, cBeT psigoM ¢ LI3u CioaHeM
BHE3AITHO 3ar0pOouia TEHb.

On Iepesel B3riadan OT OKHa. HepBoe, 4YTO OH YBHIEJI, — 30JI0OTUCTEIE BBIOIITUECSA BOJIOCHI I'OCTA.

BGPOHTHO, HHUKOT'Id PaHbIIE HE BUIEB HOI[OGHBIX 4YepT JIklia, I3u CroaHb Ha HECKOJIBKO CEeKyH[
OLleIIeHEe]I.

Y Bno6aBOK KO BCEMY...

[omy0Grle rna3a.

— [ToueMy THI CUAMIID 3[ECH B ITOJTHOM OfMHOYeCTBe, OpaTeln]? — FOHoIIIa 6eCliepeMOHHO OIIYCTHIICS
B Kpecrio nogansine ot 113u CioaHs.

Ha HeM OblyTa TEMHO-KpacCHas IIeJIKOBas pyOalllka U YePHBIHM KHUJIET, TOAYEPKUBAOLIUYN IIIMPOKUE
IJIeYX U Y3KYIO TaJKi0. YTOIKY ero rya3 ObIIN cerKa OMYIeHbl, YTO IPUAAaBasio JUIY OTTEHOK
IIOPOYHOTO OYapOBaHUs, B TO BpeMs KakK B I7TyOMHe B3TJIsiAa Taunach exunHas 37mo0a.

[IIe#x Poan.]

«KT0?»

[Bamm «6nu3Kuil APyT», MOJIOOON HACJIeTHUK ceMbH PoaH.]

[M-M-M... OH U3BpallleHell. ]

— Bnaromaps 113u fHi0, ceromHs 3mech coOpanock HeMaslo JTo0O0MBITHRIX THUUYHOCTEeM, — Illeix PoaH ¢
yNbIOKOM MPUHSAT O0Kasl Meplialollero BUHa U3 MeXaHUYeCKOM PYKHU U BHIYAUI U3 O0KOBOTO KapMaHa
criucok roctei. OH OBICTPO Mpobexkarcs M0 HEMY I'JlTa3aMH, laXKe He IBITasCh MOCMOTPETh Ha L3u
Croans. ['onoc ero 3By4as BKpaguuBO U MATKO: — TpeTuil ChIH ceMbu CIIeHCep — ero CcTapliero
OpaTa TOIBKO YTO Ha3HAuMIM rybepHaTopoM BTopoi I'amakTuKy, OH cedyac Ha MMUKe BIACTH... BOT
3TOT U3 ceMbu b0, OBIBIINY NMy4Iui yueHUK BoeHHOM aKameMuu Mapca, KaXKeTcs, BCTynun B JIernox
Keiic...



3auyunTas elle 00T BECTh CKOJIbKO MMEH, OH BHE3aITHO 3aXJIOIHYJ CIKMCOK ¥, HaKOHEeIl, 00paTuil B30p Ha
Ll3u Croaus:

— Hy uro, Gparter, Tebe KTo-HUOYIb IPUTISIHYJICI Ha 9TOT pa3?
— CmeHncep xoporti coboii. CoBepIIeHHO He TOT THIIaXK, YTO TBOM XKeHuX. MHTepecHO ke mompoboBaTh
YTO-TO HOBEHBKOE. A TOT, 4TO U3 B0, XOTh ¥ IPOCTOBAT Ha UL, 3aT0 Anb(da ypoBHS 2S. C 3amuTon

u3 Jlernona Keiic Tebe, OpaTel], 6ymeT Kya Impoille Ha 9K3aMeHax. He mpupmeTcs TPSCTUCE, YTO Tebs
BBITTPYT M3 aKaJleMHH 3a TO, YTO TSHEIb BCeX Ha THO.

— Hy tak uT0? — OH NPUIOJHSI BEKY, ¥ ero IPSIMOM B3TJISAM, CJIOBHO BllaXKHasi, CKOJIb3Kas 3Mesl,
M30eBaTeIbCKU BCTPETHUICS C rina3aMu L13u Croans. Kaxkmoe CJT0BO OH BHITOBApUBaJl MEIIEHHO U C
PacCTaHOBKOW: — ECIM KTO-TO MPHUIIENICS TI0 BKYCY, S HE IPOTHUB IOOBITH TBOUM CBATOM.

[Ipomiio o4eHb MHOTO BpeMeHH C Tex mop, Kak 113u CioaHb BCTpedal KOro-TO, KTO C TAaKUM PBEHUEM
IILITAJICS MOOJI0KHUTH IIOJ HEr0 «UTPYIIKY».

OH c HEeKOTOPBEIM pa3gpaxkKeHueM BhICHyIIan Tupany llleiixa, IONMHYI0 HE3HAKOMBIX CJIOB, a 3aTEM
XOJIOOHO CIIPOCHII:

— A KaK xke ThI?

— 9? — [llewx u3gan KOPOTKKUM cMeInoK. — Pa3Be THI He 3Haellb, OpaTelr? MHe HPaBSITCS Te, KTO

HO3Y6aCTee. 4 He 10 YacCTu TaKuX, KaK Thl, — T€X, KTO HAYMHAET XHLIKATh, HE IIpoaepXKaBIINCh B
IIOCTeJIx U OIBYX MHUHYT.

9To mpe[iokKeHne BHIXOOUIO OajleK0 3a PaMKHU ITPOCTOT0 OCKOPOIeHuUS.

Opuaxko LI3u CioaHb He paccepauiics. OH CIIOKOWHO M3YYHII IO IOHOLIH, KOTOPOe Ka3aloCh eMy
BeChbMa 3K30TUYHLIM, BHITHYJI OPOBb ¥ OTBETHJI C TOU K€ HAaCMEIIIKOM, YTO ¥ ero co6eceqHuK:

— Kakoe coBmapmenue. MHe ToXe He II0 OyIIe COIJISKH, Y KOTOPHIX MOJIOKO Ha ry6ax He 00C0XJIO.
[Tetix Ha MIHOBEHNE OIEIINI — BUMUMO, He 0XKHULAJ, 4YTO 00RIYHO THXUH U 3a0uTwii 1131 CroaHb

crniocobeH OrprI3HYTHCSA. Ho uepes mapy ceKyHO K HeMy BEPHYJIOCH caMoobyiafiaHue. 3aTeM, CJIOBHO
00HApYKUB YTO-TO MHTEPECHOE, OH PACIUILIICS B elle 60jiee MIMPOKOH yIIEIOKe.

OH pe3ko nepecen Ha guBaH K L[3u CroaHI0, ¥ ero arpeCcCUBHBEIA apoMaT yaapuil TOMY B HO3[OPHU.

Ho 6ombie, yem 3amax, 113u CioaHs 03afa4yuiio CTPaHHOE OLIyIIeHHe: KOXKa Ha 3aThIJIKe BHE3AIMHO U
6eCKOHTPOIBHO JEePHYIACh ITapy paa.

[Tpexne 4eM OH ycCIiesl 0CO3HaTh 9TO YYBCTBO, OH ycibiman rojoc leiixa, B KOTOPOM CKBO3UJIO
IIPUTBOPHOE COXKaJeHue:



— Kakas xamocTb. KaxkeTcs, y TOro «3pejioro ¥ Haie’kHOT0», KOTOPEIH Te0e 110 BKYCY, B Cepalle yxke
3aHSTO MECTO [JIs1 APYTOroO.

L13u CroaHb IpOCIIefu 3a ero B3rJIsAA0M B OKHO. BHU3y, B TeppacHOM cafy, CTOs/IM IBOE — OfUH
BBICOKUY, IPYTOU [TIOHUXKE.

fIpKO-KeJNThie PO3HI TYCTO LIBEJIM Ha YXOXKEHHHIX KJTyMOaX, UX 3eJIeHbIe JIUCThS KOJILIXaJIUCh Ha BETPY.
CBeTIIONUIIBIN I0HOIIIA CTOSIJI, OMYCTUB I'JIa3a, U OTKYChIBAJI KPOIIeYHble KYCOUKU OT U3LICKAHHOTO
MUPOKHOTO Ha (papopoBoO Tapenke.

MyX4rHa PSO0M C HUM, B CEPOM KOCTIOMe, 00Tafan Pe3KUMHU YepTaMU JIUIA U XOJIOTHBIM,
OTCTPaHEHHBIM B3rysmoM. OgHAKO B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[Ia OH IIPOTSHYJ PYKY, YTOOLI CTEPETH Cle[
KpeMa c ry0 IOHOIIM, Ha ero CyPOBOM JIMIlE TPOMENIbKHYIA pefiKas HeXKHOCTh.

B 910 MruoBenue Illeiix 6e3 mpenynpexneHuss HAaKJIOHUICS OIUKe, CIIOBHO XKeJlast B TIOJTHOM Mepe
HaclaguThCcs peakuuei 113u CroaHs.

— Bparen, u 4T0 XKe TH Oymelb genaTh? [1oxoxkKe, TBOU JKEHUX BCE-TaKu npennoyuTaeT L[3u AHs.

B ero cimoBax CKBO3uIa YMCTEHINasi, HeIPUKPEITas 37100a.
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