['maBa 7. YcnyxeHue

Benukuit Koponb BoJnk, BUfg ero BHe3alHyI0 BCILIIIKY T’HEBA, COBEPIIEHHO pacTepssics. OH He
IIOHMMAJI, YTO B €0 CJI0Bax OBIJI0O HEIIPHUCTOMHOTO, ¥ pemtwi, uTo Ly L{jouH mpocTo 04eHb 3aCTEHUYUB.

— Ho ecnu TH HE HAY4YUIIbCs, KaK K€ ThL 6y11e1m> MeHdA Y6J'Ia}KaTb? — MMATKO yBeIlleBaJl OH.

XoTs caMibl, yOnazxaroliye caMIiloB, — PeJKOCTh, HO TaKoe Ciy4danoch. OH crelnranbHO KYIIUI KHUTY,
YTOOBI U3Y4YUTH ITOT BOMPOC U OIar0moTy4yHO IEPEKUTH TEUKY.

Lu LltovH maBHO MOHSIJI, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK He CII0COOEH BOCIPHHUMATL HOPMAJIbHYIO Pedb, HO OH U
IIPEeICTABUThL HEe MOT, YTO TOT 6€33aCTeHYUBO NOCTAHET 9POTUYECKUH POMaH ¥ HAYHET €ero U3ydaTh.
Besikoe xKejaHue IPOI0IKaTh Pa3rOBOP y HETo MPOIIAjo, CIIOBHO €r0 CKOPMUJIM IICAM.

«Pa3Be MOXeT qUKapb YUTATh IIPU CBETE JIAMIIBI?»

— Korpga aTo g roopu, uto 6yny Tebe mpuciyxkuBaTh? — npousHéec Liu Lioun. — [ToBTopsio, 5
HUKOT/a He JaBajl Ha 9TO COIJIACHS.

Koponb Havan Kanpu3HU4aTh:

— Torpa mounTail MHe.

— W He meuTau, — oTpesan llu LlouH.

[TapHOE COBepIIEeHCTBOBaHNE — [eJI0 JOOPOBONIbHOE. ECii OH He corniaceH, HeyXenu 3TOT AUKaphb
OCMEJIUTCS NPUHYXKAATh ero CUI0u?

— He xouems — Kak xouelns, — Benukuii Koponb Bonk, Buns, 9To ero moOPOTH He LEHST, He CTal
HacTauBaTh. — 51 caM TeOe IOYUTAIO.

Lu LlrovH He 0XuAal, 4To coOeceHUK yMeeT YUTaTh, ¥ IIOYyBCTBOBAJ ce0s1 o6ManyTEIM. Ho TOT,
CKa3aB, YTO IIPOUTET, TYT XKe IPUABUHYJICA OJIUKe U CYHYJI KHUTY IIPSIMO eMy IIoJ HOC.

— B KHMTe CKa3aHO, YTO B MEPBHIHA pa3 HYXKHO OBITh HEXKHBIM, HU CITUIITKOM JIETKO, HU CITMIIKOM
cunbHO. CITHUIIIKOM JIETKO — HEMPHUSTHO, CIMIIKOM CUJIBHO — MOXKHO OpaHuTh. — OH IepeBepHY I
CTPAHMIY ¥ YKa3aa Ha PUCYHOK. — CMOTPHU, 9TH [IBOE€, KAXKETCS, CIIUIIKOM I'pyOsl. OH Haxe Ijader.

Bonk YKa3all Ha aKTépa, ybe JIUII0 UCKA3UIIOCh OT 9KCTa3a, a I10 I[eKaM TeKJIM CIE3Hl. [Toxoxke, Takou
coco0 COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHUSA €My HE HPDABHUJICA.



— OH Xe MIaverT, Imo4yeMy ero elré u 003bIBAOT l'IOTaCKy’HOM?

Peus m1a 0 TeHepare, KOTOPHIM BO BPEMST COUTHS He CTECHSIJICS B BHIPAXKEHMSIX, MOBOAS aKTEpPa 10
6eccBsa3HOr0 60pMoTaHus. Ly LI10MH CONPOTHYICSA U B OTYASTHUM 3aKPHIJ T'/1a3a.

— IIpekparu.

Kopornb, 0ueBUHO, He yIaBIUBal TOHKOCTEW U UL BCE Oonbile HemoyMeBas. CIycTs HEKOTOpoe
BpPEMS OH OTIIBHIPHYJ KHUTY.

— OJra moxas... Bo3emy gpyryio.

Ho enBa on PacCKpHII HOBYIO, KaK YBUOEI, YTO ]_[I/I L[I-OI/IH IIJIOTHO 3a2KMYPHIICA.

— Iloyemy THI 3aKphLI I'J1a3a?

— OTO Ipsi3b, S HE X0UY Ha HEeE€ CMOTPEeTh, — oTBeTun Liu IltouH.

— 4 ToxXe rpsa3HBIN? — C mHTEepecoM crpocuil Benukui Kopons Bonk. — OTKpoU ria3a u MOCMOTPHU
Ha MeHs. He Bepio, YTO TH COUTEIIL MEHS I'PSA3HBIM.

[IneHHUK He IMEeJIOXHYIICH. Bups aTo, CO6€C6I[HI/IK HEMHOTI'O ITogyMaB, IIPUT'PO3UIJI:

— He oTkpoelib r1a3a — s ceuac xe pasngeHy Tebs.

Im LlrovH TyT Xe paclaxHyI Ux:

— ToBKO IIOCMEH. ..

Koposb, BUAs, UTO TOT MOTMAJICS Ha KPIOUOK, CAMOHOBOJIBHO MPUOIu3uiIcs. I1yimmcTast BOI4bs TOIOBA
OKa3ajach TakK OJIM3KO0, YTO OHU IOYTH COIPUKOCHYIIUCH HOocaMu. CMOTPETH B yIIOP Ha MacKy OBITIO
[IOHEJIb3sT CTPAHHO, HO TOT HE OTBOAWJI B3TJIA/A.

— ¥ Te6st 04eHb KpPaCUBHIE TTIa3a...

Iu 1I}0MH UHCTUHKTHUBHO MOMILITAICS OTCTPAHUTHCH, 38.6HB, YTO HE MOZXKET OBUI'aThCH.

— Ho B TBOéM B3rysiie — CHeXHast Oyps... Thl HENOBOJIEH? — IPOHOJIKHUI TOT.



Lu Lioun monuan. CobecemHUK OTCTYNNUI Ha HECKOIBKO [I0OMMOB, JaBasi eMy IIePEILIIIKY .

— Jlaxe Tako¥ IPeKPaCHBIN KOPOJIb, KaK s, Te0e He HPaBUTCS?

Korma paccrosinue MexXay HUMU yBenuuunoch, Ly [{lonH cMOr HaKOHeIl B3OOXHYTh cBoOomHee. OH
[IpucTanbHO cCMOTpen Ha Benukoro Koposs Boska.

«Hu oguH HOpMAabHEIN MyXKUKMHA He IOOUT APYToro MyKUKUHY, pa3ry/IuBaoIlero B BOIYben
Macke, — nogyMai oH. — TeM 6oJjiee Korfia ero fepxat B IIJIEHY U IPUHYKOAIOT».

To, 4TO OH [I0 CUX ITOP He OChINas cobeceqHUKA MPOKIISTASIMHU, OBITIO 3aC/Iyro MHOTOJIETHEN
BeIIepkKU ['ocriopuna Usymisiomero Jlebens. Buns, 4To nmeHHUK Mom4yuT, Bemukuit Koponbs Bonk
CHOBA ropfo BRIIpsAMUICSA. Ha HEM Oblyia Uik 6eoCHeKHasl HUXKHSA pyOaxa, u 0€3 BepXHUX OflekKN
€ro CTporHas gurypa Ovlna BUJHa KakK Ha 1agoHu. TonbKo cerdac L{u L{ouH 3aMeTu1 Ha ero 1iee
KPaCUBBIM 30JI0TOM KOJIOKOJIbYMK Pa3MEPOM C JINYHU, TPUKPEINIEHHBIN K BODOTHUKY U MeJIbKaBIINHI
IIPU KaXOOM OBUKEHUU.

Kopoib ucKpeHHe cuuTaj ce0si HeCpaBHEeHHEIM KpacaBI[eM. DTOT YeJI0OBeK, HeCMOTPS Ha CBOE
CTpaHHOe ToBefeHKe, 001aga Io-IeTCKHU IMPSIMOIYIIHEM HpaBoM. OH He OBII 37IbIM, HO JOCTaBIISAI
HeMaJio xJ1omnoT. Liu IltonH, moMoI4aB, HaKOHEIl TPOU3HEC:

— ToI 04eHb KpaCHuB... HO Thl MHE HE€ HPAaBUIILCA.

Ycneima moxsany, Benukuit Koponb Bonk o6pagoBacst, HO TYT &Ke 3aMep:

— [Touemy?

Lu LlrouH, HaOpaBIIUCh TePIEHUs, 00BSICHUII:

— ¢ MHOTrO JIeT IIPOBEJ B yeIUHEHUH U peln 0oJibllle He BO3BpAIaThCS B MUPCKYIO cyeTy. Hu B
OTHOILEHUSIX MEXKIY MyKYMNHON U KEHIIUHOW, HU B HAIIMX C TOOOM OTHOIEHUAX He OyaeT HUKaKOoro
utora. [TapHOe coBepIIIeHCTBOBaHMUE C TOOOM JIUIIL 3aCTABUT MEHS HapyIIUThL 00€T.

CobecegHUK, Ka3aJIoCh, He O KOHIIA TTOHIII.

— Hoquy YeIuHEHNE MelldeT IIapHOMY COBepU.IeHCTBOBaHI/IIO?

— IloTomy uto s uny no Ilytu bBeccrpactus, — orBetun Ly Llionn. — MHe nipegHayepTaHo He 3HATH
HU JTI00BU, HU IPUBSI3aHHOCTH. Kak OBl TH HU OBIIT KPACUB, THl MHE He TIOHPABUIIIbCS.

Bricnymas ero, Benukuu Koposnbs Bonk 3amosndan. BCkope OH, KaXeTCs, 4TO-TO [TOHSIL.



— HeynuBuTENbHO, YTO THI TAKOH XOJIOOHBIN... — IIPOOOPMOTAJI OH.

HeynuuTenbHO, 4TO, KaK ObI OH HU CTApasiCsd YrOOUTh 9TOMY YeJI0BEKY, TOT OCTaBaJICs PaBHOAYIIIEH.
u ITrowH Mo4a XKMOajl, MoKa TOT BCé oco3HaeT. OH 00BSICHUMI IIPeieIbHO SICHO: OH, Ll L{fouH, B 3TOMI
JKU3HYU He TOoMI00UT HU XKeHIMHY, HU MyKunHy. Kako# cMbICTT HacTauBaTh? JIydle BOBpeMs
OCTAHOBUTBLCS U Pa30UTUCH, YTOOR n30eKaTh OalbHEUIINX ITPOOIEM.

Ho ToT, mogymMaB, BeTMKOAYIITHO 3aSIBUII:

— ...41 He poTUB.

Iu LlrouH mOTEPSAN Aap Pedu.

«Kakas pa3Hulia, 4TO THl He NPOTUB? { IpOTUB!»

Ha ero n0y B3mynuch BeHbl. [HEB 3aCTpsI B ropiie, ¥ OH elBa He NOAJAJICI IeMOHaM cepalia. Buns,
YTO BCe ero ynoBKu Oecrone3Hsl, [u [jouH permun noiTy Ba-6aHK.

— Kpowme 3T0r0, 51 HomKeH Tebe K0e-4TO CKa3arTh.

— Yt0? — BHUMAaTenbHO cnywan Benukuir Koposns Bosk.

— Bo Bpewmst TIpeononenust ckopbu B MeHs yoapuia MOIHUS. Moy MepPUONaHbI IIOBPEXKIEHHI,
KOHEYHOCTH 0C1abiu, U 51 00JIbIlle He MOTY 3aHUMAThCS C TOOOH IapHBIM COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHUEM. .. —
OH CTapaJics TOBOPUTH KaK MOXKHO Je/IMKaTHee, HO COOeCeqHHUK, TTOPA3MBICIUB U OTJISIEB €ro C HOT
[0 TOJIOBHI, OBICTPO BCE IOHSII.

— Trl HE MOXKeIIb? — IPSIMO CIPOCHUII OH.

Or takoit npssmotet Lu Lronn monepxuysncs. Cropast 0T YHUKEHHUS, OH COJTraJl, TJISAs IPsIMO B rja3a:

— Ia, s1... 607bllIe HE B COCTOSHUU OBITE MyXKYUHOM.

Ero Teno ObIO B TAKOM COCTOSTHHH, YTO OH HE MOT maxke moIreBenuThcsa. CKa3aTh Tak OBIJIO BIIOJIHE
CIIDaBEOJINBO.

— A, — Benukuii Kopons Bonk 3amMep, CII0BHO HUKOTa He Mpe[nosiaraa TakKoro UCX0Oa, ¥ € Jocafgou
3aMomyarl.

Iu LlroH CHOBa B OTYasSHUHU 3aKPhII I'J1a3a.



«Ecnu MO COyYeHUMKHU U APY3bs YCIIBIIIAT 3TH CIIOBA, 5, ['ocogus Maymnsiomuit Jlebens, 60rblie He
CMOTy II0Ka3aThCs UM Ha Ij1a3a».

[Tocne monroi may3el Benukuii Kopons Bonk HepeUIMTebHO TPOU3HEC:

— Ecnu TH He MOXKEIlIb... TO I CMOTYy.

Cka3zaB 3T0, OH, CIIOBHO €TI0 OCEeHUIa TeHWalbHas Uaes, BOOAYIIEBUJIICS:

— 4 oyeHsb maxe Mory!

u IrowH nmummuncs gapa peur. OH ObIT HACTOJIBKO IOTPSICEH, YTO MOT JIUIIL OECIIOMOIITHO
HaOmonaTh, Kak Koponb CHOBa mogHUMAET OTOPOLIEHHY0 KHUTY «[IneHeHre akTepa» U ¢
yBIIeYEHHEM HaYMHAET €€ JINCTATh.

[Tpu aToMm oH emé u yreman Lu [ionHa:

— He Bomnyiics, 51 6yny ¢ To60¥ oYeHb HEXKeH, He cenalo Tebe 60JIBHO.

Lu LIouH He OXM[aJ, YTO €T0 OTYasiHHas IIOMBITKA BCE MCIIPABUTh IIPUBEHET K TAKOMY OIIaCHOMY
10BOPOTY. ['07T0Ba TyHesna, a MEPUAUAHE 60IeNId OT THEBA.

— ...Henp3s! — npomunen oH cKBO3b 3y0H.

Benukuit Koposnb Bonk, MOTIOMEHHBIN YTeHueM, petuil, 4To [u LljouH roBOpPUT 0 CBOEH
HeCIIOCOOHOCTH, ¥ HEJIOBOJIbHO BO3Pa3MUII:

— Trl gaxxe He TPoOOBas, OTKyAa Thl 3HAEIIh, YTO S HE CMOT'y?

Pasrosop riyxoro ¢ HemeiM cBopwia Llu IlronHa ¢ yma. A co0ecefHUK, BIOXHOBIIEHHEIN €T0 CJI0BaMU, C
yIIO€HHEM IIOTJIONIal KHUTH, BpeMs OT BpeMeHU KU3[aBas YOUBIEHHEIE «ax» U «ao». CIIblIIa ero
pactyiuii 3HTy3ua3M, Ly L{fouH IoCTEeneHHo IPUXOOUII B yKac.

3a cTeHaMH Iellepsl yKe CTeMHeso. JIUIh KOCTEP HeTOPOIUIMBO U3JIy4al CBeT U TelIo. Bomky,
CJIOBHO YTO-TO ITIOYYBCTBOBAB, HE CIIaJIM B YTy, KAK OOBIYHO, @ TAKTUYHO OCTABUJIU 3TOT YKPOMHBIN
YTOJIOK CBOEMY BOXKAKY U €r0 CIIyTHUKY.

— IMocnyma# MmeHs... — Lu LouH nuxopamoyHo WCKa cocob UCIPaBUTh CBOIO OLINOKY U
TIOTIBITAJICS. 3aTOBOPUTH, HO KOpOmb, yBIIEUEHHBINM UTEHUEM, JIUIIL HeOPeXKHO OTMaxHyJICS.

— IloroBopuM mo3xe.



OTO «I03Ke» 3aTAHYIOCH IIOYTH Ha Motyaca. 3a 9To BpeMs L{u Lo ucmpoboBas Bce CIIOCOOH,
yTOOBI OTBJIEYD €T0, HO TileTHO. Korga Benukuit Koposs Bosk mouyuTas mociaegHion KHUTY, OH,
CJIOBHO ITIOCTUTHYB MCTHHY, M3[aJl TOPXKECTBYIOIIEe «ao» U moBepHyncs K Lu [louny.

— Ao... — OT YTEeHHS TAaKOT0 KOJIHYEeCTBa KHUT OH Pa3ropAa4dunuiICA.

Kopons o6usn [u 1{iovHa ¥ ¢ HEXKHOCTBIO IIOTEPCS O ero 1me0. ToT, I0YyBCTBOBAB IIPUKOCHOBEHUE
ropsiyeit 1afioHH, 3aMep OT yXkKaca.

— 41 Bcé Brlyuu... — Benmukuit Kopons Bonk nmpuxarncs Bomubeir Mackou K meke Lu [ionHa,
ycrnokauBasi. — He 0osics, s He 6ymy ¢ To0O# TaK XKeCTOK... 1 6yIy O4eHb HEKEH.

C 3TUMU CJIOBAMU OH IOTSHYJICS, YTOOH paccTerHyTh BopoTHUK L{u IltonHa. JIumo mocnemHero
HMCKa3UJIOCE.

— IIpekparu... [Ipekpatu!

Ho ToTt u HE OyMaJl OCTaHAaBJIMBATHCA.

— TBos omexXma Tak TPYOHO PaCCTETUBAETCH... — IoxkKanoBascs Kopons.

Yuenuku [IBopua LlaHnmaH ropapuBajy, YTo BOPOTHUK ['ocrioguHa M3ymnsitomero Jlebens Tak ke
HETIPUCTYIIeH, KaK ¥ ero YPOBEeHb COBEPIIEHCTBOBaHUS. PacCTerHyTh ero OBIJI0 BEPXOM HEIPUIUYHS,
CPaBHUMBIM C KpaXkel HUKHero 0eJbsl U3 XKeHCKHUX IIOKOeB.

A B 3TOT MOMEHT FOCHOJII/IHy I/I3YMJI${I-OI_T_IeMy J'Ie6ex[10 He TOJIbKO PACCTETHYIIN BOPOTHHUK, HO U CHAJIA
BEePXHUE OOEKIHBI.

Korpga TémHBIe ofesHus ObUIM COPOILIEHEI, 0OCTanach JIUIIL ociefHss pyOaxa. Benukuit Koponb Bonk
He3aMeTHO CPaBHUJI UX QUTYPHL U, YBUIEB, YTO IIPOUTPEIBAET B POCTE U CTATH, HEJOBOIBHO
npo0OpMOTaJI, PELINB HaBEPCTaTh YIIYIIEHHOE [eJIOM:

— ¢1 onpenenéHHo cunbHee Teos.

OH TOTSAHYJICS, YTOOBI CHATE ¢ Lu IllonHa IMOCIeHIONn 0feX/Iy, HO Ha IOJIIIYTH, YTO-TO BCIIOMHUB,
CMYIIIEHHO OTAEPHYI PyKy. OH BCIIOMHMII BHIUMTAaHHOE B KHUTAX: TOT, KTO IPUHUMAET JIACKH, JOJIXKEeH
0CTaBaThCS TMOIYIPUKPHITHIM, CJIIOBHO MIPsYa JIMIIO 3a IHUIIOH», a TOT, KTO IIPUJIaraeT YCUIUSI —
pasmeTsCs JoHara.

[Tokome0aBIKCh, OH MEJIEHHO CTIHYII C ce0sT HUXKHIOW pyOaxy. Llu LIfouH TUX0pafoyHO HCKal
c110co6 OCTAaHOBUTH 3TO Oe3yMue, HO B CIIEAYIOUIYIO CeKYHAY Iepe ero rila3aMu IIpeacTala
ocJIenuTesNbHas Oenu3Ha.



Koponb ObIT IIpaB — OH OBLI JeHCTBUTENIEHO KpacuB. [10/] KyTKOM BOJTUbEH TOJI0BOM CKPHIBATIOChH
YyeI0Be4ecKoe TeJo, 663 eQUHOr0 U3bsHA, CIIOBHO BHITOUEHHOE U3 0e1oro Hedputa. OHO He UMEJIo
HUYero o0IIero ¢ rpsasbio.

«Heyzkenu 3TOT 4eJ0BEK BHIPOC B JIOTOCOBOM NIPyAy? Kak MyKCKoe Tel0 MOXKeT ObITh TaKUM
IIpEeKPaCHBIM?»

3ametus B3ran Lu LionHa, Koponb cMyleHHO npuzKaics K Hemy. Ero Teo cHOBa OXBaTHII Xkap, a
TOJIOC CTaJl TUXUM:

— Moé Teno HeKpacHuBOe, TOTOM IIPOCTO CMOTPH Ha MOE JIMIIO...

Iu LlrovH ycTaBUJICA Ha MacKy.

«Pa3Be MOXKeT peanbHOCTDb OBITH TaKOM 0€3bICXOMHOM ?»

['oBops aTo, Benukuii Koposns Bosk 00BUBas ropsiuvuMu pyKaMu €ro 11elo, a Apyras ero pyka
CKOJb3HYyIa mmox Konenu Ly [liouna. HaMepeHust ObIIM OUEBUIHHI.

u LlrorH OKOHYATENIBHO CjIoMaJicsa. HeoxXugaHHO ero oxsaTuiia SpoCcTh. ECIU yX eMy CyXKOeHO
CerofgHsl HapyMHUTh 00€eT, TO He TaKUM YHU3UTEJIbHEIM CIIOCOOOM.

Ero rmasa ropeJu. C06paBH.II/ICB C CHJIaMH, OH THXO IIPOIIEIITall:

— Benukui KOPOIE...

Ero romosa mOKOMJIACH Ha IIJiede BOJIKA, ¥ CJIOBA IPO3BYYasIy IPSIMO ¥ TOro Haf yxoM. CobecemHuK
3amep.

— Yto?

— 4 o6manyn TeOs... Ha caMoM fienie s Bceé yMeto, — Llu 1[ouH OnyCTHICS N0 YCIIOKOUTEIHHOM JIXKHU.
— [To3BoJIb MHE Hay4YUTh TEOS, XOPOLIO?

Benukuit Koposnb Bonk, He IbSIHBIN, HO ONbSTHEHHBINM €TI0 TOJI0COM, OIIENIOMJIEHHO U3Aall «ao».

— XopoImui MO¥ KOpPOJib, CIOb KO MHE Ha KonmeHHu, — LIy [10MH 3aKpHINT ¥ CHOBa OTKPHLI I'1a3a, ero
TOJIOC OXpHUll. — Benukuii KOpob... CafuCh.
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