— IMpaBma? f1 u He 3HaJI, YTO ThI TaK COMU3UIICS C AsOel. 3aBTpa IIePeMOHUS BO3BEOEHUS Ha
TIPECTOJI, BCe MPUHIIBI JOIXKHEI PUCYTCTBOBATh, TeOe HYKHO PaHO BCTaBaTh. Heyxemnmu Thl
coOMpaeIbCst 0CTAaThCS 37IeCh Ha HOYL?

Cso Oy monuarn. 4 3aMeTuUs1, Kak OH jiexkasl Ha [10J1y, CJIOBHO BOJIK, IDUTAUBILIUINICS B TpaBe, BEHHl Ha
PYyKax cierka B3aynuch. HakoHell OH OTBETHII:

— Bame BenruecTBo, s He CMel0 HapyllaTh IpaBua. {1 celiyac BepHyCh B CeBepHEIE TIOKOU U
IIOATOTOBJIIOCH.

C oTuMHM CJI0BaMU OH BCTasl ¥, AOUAS [0 ABEPHU, He TTISAAS BRIPOHUII YTO-TO U3 pyKaBa, Ipexyae yeM
BBIUTH.

— Yunute Bce, — Cs0 JlaHb MaxHyJI PyKOU, OTIIYCTUB BCEX CIyKAHOK U €BHYXOB.

IIBepb 3aKpHIJIach, CBET ITIOMEPK, ¥ B oTpOMHOM [TaBunboHe KOCH OCTanmrCh TOJIBKO MBI BOBOEM. {1 He
3HAJI, 3a4eM OH IIPUIIEN, HO ObIT YBEPEH, UTO €T0 BU3UT He CYJIUT HUYETo XOpoInero. BcnoMHUB ero
IBYCMBICTIEHHbIE CJIOBA B IIPOLIILIN Pa3, s HACTOPOXKHUJIICS, HO, YYBCTBYS CJ1abOCTh, UIIb C TPYAOM
IPUTIOOHSJICS ¥ HaJUII OBe YallKu 4Yas u3 6emoro haphopoBoro 4aHUKa.

— Barre BennyecTBo, 4TO IPUBEJIO Bac Crofa? — f MOOHAJ OOHY YallKy, )KeCTOM IIpUrialias ero.

Csio JIaHb B3rJISIHYII Ha Yall, HO He IPUTPOHYJICSA, MeJIeHHO npubnu3usummck. Ha ero mmee
II03BSIKMBA/IM Ta3yPUTOBbIE YETKH, M3[aBasi pa3fpaxKaliollnii 3BYK. OTO HOJIKHO OBLIO OBITE MOUM.
Moii HeOBOJIbHBIM B3TJISM IIPUBJIEK €r0 BHUMaHUE, ¥ OH BHE3AITHO BHIIEPHYI IIMUIIbKY U3 MOUX
BoJioc. [Ipsimy pacchmanuch, 1 B3OPOTHYI, U Yalllka BRICKOJIb3HYa U3 PyK. O0KuUraoumy Jai
IIPOJIUJICA Ha IJIeYU U I'PyLb, 3aCTaBUB MEHS BCKPUKHYTh.

Pyxa Csio JIaHsa pe3Ko COMKHYJIach Ha MOEM ropjie. B yKace 5 BHIIIJIECHY B HETO Yali, HO OH IIOTHST
pyKaB, u GoJblllast 4acTh Yas MoIllajia Ha TEMHBIM y30p ApakoHa, KOTOPHIM, Ka3aloCh, OXKMUII,
yrpozKalollle HaBUcas Haflo MHOU. B rinasax nmoreMHueno, Teno o6Mskio, u Cso JlaHb npuxkKas MeHs K
Kpecniy. KocTu 3aTpelnany nog ero BecoM. f 3aawixascs:

— Cso0 JlaHb, 4TO TH 3aAyMar?

OH opHOY PYKOM CKUMaJ MHe TOpJIo, @ APyrou riaagui meKy. OrpoMHEBIY ITepCTEHD llapanall KOXyY,
BBI3BIBAS JIETKYIO OOJIb:

— Cs0 JIuH, 3Haellb JIU T, KOTO 5 3aBTPa BO3BEAY B UMIIePATPULIEL?
4 OTBEPHYJICS OT €ro pyKHu, HaXMyPUBIIUCH:
— KoneuHo. [Ipunneccy X3 u3 Lapctsa fo.

LlapctBo S0 — HebobIIIOe IOTPaHUYHOE TOCYapCTBO Ha BocToKe LlapcTBa MsiHb, He o0nafaBiiee
00BIION MOIIBI0, HO 3aHMMAaBIIee CTPATErn4eCKy BaKHOeE M0I0XKeHue. [I0ToMy Ha IPOTSIKeHUun
MHOTHX JIET COI03 C HUM TOAfepxKuBanu yepe3 6paku. Eciu 661 Cso JlaHb He 3aXBaTHUII TPOH,
npuHIecca X3 cTana 6bl Moel uMnepaTpunieii. — Heyxkenu Thl IPUIIEN Clofa, YTOOBI II0XBACTAThHCS
mepeq CBePrHyTHIM UMIIEPAaTOPOM?

Cs0 JlaHb yCMexHYIICSA:

—B ]_[apCTBe 9o ecTh 0OBIYAM — ZKEeHIOUHEI JO 3aMy2K€E€CTBad HOCSAT IMOKPhEIBAJIA, ¥ IIPUHIECCA HE



UCK/II0UeHue. S maBHO CIIBIIIA, YTO MOSI MMIIepaTPHIla — KpacaBuIla, M3BeCTHAS Ha BECh MUD, HO,
YBUJIEB €€ BYepa, IMMOHSJ, YTO OHAa He TaK YK XOpoIlla. BUOUIIS 1K, S BEIPOC PSIOOM C TOOOM, MITAIIITHM
OpaToM, 1 MPUBHIK K TAaKOW KPacoTe, KakK TBOS...

— Cso0 Jlans! — PEe3KO KPHUKHYII 4, OXBa4YeHHBIM THEBOM, U 3aKaIlIsSICH.

Ero pyka COCKONb3HYJa C IIeH, KaK 3Mesi, paCCTETHYJIa MOU XajaT, ¥ XOJIOOHEIE TTabIbl 3aCTaBUIH
MeHs B3IPOTHYTh, IPOHU3EIBAS OO KOCTeM. Temeps s1 TOUHO MOHSII, YTO OH 3amyMai. OH yKe OTHSI y
MEHS TPOH, a Telepb XOTeNl YHU3UTh MEeHST CaMBIM HU3KHUM CII0coO0M. f IpoKa OT CTHIMA U THEBa,
130 BCEX CHJI CTApPasiCh COXPAHUTh JOCTOMHCTBO OBIBIIETO MMITEPATOPA:

— Cs0 JlaHb, KaK THl MOXKeIllb TakK IIOCTyIIaTh C YJeHOM KjlaHa Cs0?

Csi0 JIaHb TSKEJO OHIIAI:

— A T, yOuBast 6paTa ¥ MaTh pafyd TPOHA, TOCTYIIAI IO-TPYroMy?

— HcrIoKOH BEKOB BCe UMIIePATOpHl Tak moctynanu! Ho Hu oguH U3 HUX He OBIJT TAKUM, KakK THI...
He ycnen g 3aKOHUMTH, KaK y IBEPH pa3fasuch Iaru, ¥ Pe3Kui rojioc IPOU3HEC:

— Ax, [IaTeIii TPUHI], BH CHOBA 37IeCh? JU, BBl HE MOXKETe BOUTH!

— 4 3a6bIT KOe-4To BHYTpU — 0Oeper, mogapeHHb! 0TIIoM, 0e3 Hero 3J/1ble OyXU Of0jeoT!

Cs0 Iy, ero rouoc, TOJIbKO HaUMHABILINY JIOMaThCs, 3By4Yasl HACTOUYUBO. [IBepb OBaXKIbl CTYKHYJIACH,
¥ KTO-TO BOpBaJCsA BHYTPb. EBHYX BCKpUKHYII, ynas Ha noin. Cso [y, 3axaB HOC, U3 KOTOPOT0 TeKIa
KPOBBb, OBICTPO OCMOTPEJICS, HA MTHOBEeHME 3afepaKaB B3y Ha MHe U Cso JlaHe, 3aTeM OIyCTUICS
Ha KOPTOYKY U Haydan ucKaTb. OH [IeHCTBUTEIHHO HAIlIENl YEPHEIM 00CUIMaHOBLIM GpacieT 0K0JIo
IBepH, HO, Ipexye yeM Csio JIaHb yCIien 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, YIIasl Ha M0JI, Hadal OUThCSI B KOHBYJIbCHSX
Y, CJIOBHO OLePKUMBIY, IOTEPSIJI CO3HAHUE.

— BI:ICTpee, IIOCMOTPHUTE, YTO C [IaTeIM HpI/IHI_IeM! — 3adCyeTHIICd CTapI:IfI €BHYX.

Cnyxanku nogusnu Cso [y, Hadyany UMIaTh €ro 3a HOC, BEITUPATh KPOBb, HO OH BCE EIIIE IPOXKall,
CTUCHYB 3y0HI, C 3aKPHITHIMU I'Jla3aMU, BEHHI Ha Illee IyJIbCUPOBaIu. MHe CTal0 CMEIHO, HO,
YCIIBIIIIAB CJI0BA €BHYXa «OMSTh IPUCTYII», S IIOHSJI, YTO Y HETO KaKOe-TO XpOHUYEeCKoe 3a00JieBaHueE.
[TpucTyn Cy4uiics BOBpeMsi, BLIpyYuB MeHs1. Csio JIaHb CTOSITT HA MeCTe, He B CHJIaX HUYero CHeaTh,
€ro JIUI0 IOTEMHEJIO, HO OH JIUIIb TPUKa3asl HogHATh Cso [y u ymér.

['nsns Ha ero ymanswolnyiocs: GUrypy, s mo4yBCTBOBAJ JIETKOe 6eCIIOKONCTBO.
4 Bopyr Hauan 6ecrokKouThes 0 cynbOe Csio [y — kak Csio JlaHb HaKaxkeT ero?

MHe He crefoBajio IIepeXKUBATh 3a €ro ChIHA, HO 51 e CTBUTENILHO He XOTell TePATh 3TOT elle He
3aTOUYEHHBIN, HO YOOOHKIN KIIMHOK.

3a yxuHOoM Cs10 JIaHb CHOBa IIpUCIIal OTPaBIEHHYIO MUJIIOJIIO.

[Ton HabmiomeHNEM eBHYXa 5 IPOTJIOTUTI €€, U TOM JKe HOYbI0 ¥ MEHs Havasics xkap. [lepBas HOYb
1I0CcJIe TpuéMa TIUJTIONY Beerpa Oblna TakKemoi. Yepes HeCKONIbKO THEN CTaHOBUIIOCH JIeTUe, HO
crmabocTh He mpoxonua. 1 TpoBaIMIICsS B COH M He 3HaJI, CKOJILKO [HeH mpocmaj. MHe CHUICS
CTPaHHBIY U IIyTaHBIM COH, B KOTOPOM 5 CHOBa OB B UMIIEPATOPCKUX OfeXKAax, CUMsS Ha TPOHe,
OJHOM PYKOM HepzKa Iellb, @ HOTOM HAaCTYyIUB Ha KaKOro-To 3Beps. 2KECTKas 11epCTh KOJoJjia CTYIIHIO.



4 mocMoTpen BHU3 U YBU[ET, YTO MO0 MHOM JIEXKUT BEJTUKOJIEITHEIN Oellblif BOMK, ero IIyboKue,
OCTpBIE TJIa3a CMOTPE/IX Ha MEHSI CHU3Y BBEPX, CBEPKAs B TEMHOTE.

4 HakIOHUIICH, YTOORI IIOTJIaAUTh €T0 I'0JIOBY, HO BOJIK BCTAJI, BCTPAXHYJICSA, BEIPBAJICA U3 IEIIN U
6pOCI/IJ'[C5{ Ha MeHd. OFpOMHaﬂ IMaCTh CXBAaTUJIda MEHS 3a IIeI0, OCTPhI€ KJIBIKK BIIUJIUCH B I'OPJIO.

4 mpocHYICS B XOJIOOHOM IOTY, TIOTPOTaB IIelo.

3a OKHOM I'DEMEJI TPOM, CBET TO MOSIBIISICS, TO Ucue3as. CIyCTsI HEKOTOPO€e BPeMsI 5 IOHSIJI, YTO 3TO
He TPOM, a GpeliepBEePKHU B YeCTh KOPOHAIWYU. bpak uMIepaTopa AJUICS IIeNIbIX CEMb IHEH, ¥ BeCh
MUD ITPa3HOBAIL.

['opno mepecoxsio, s He MOT 103BaTh CJIYT ¥ Hadas UCKaTh YalllKy C BOOOU, KaK BAPYT YCIIBIILIAI CTYK.
4 B3APOTHYJI, TOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY U B TEMHOTE YBUMEJ [IBE 3€JIEHbIE TOUKU. BCIIOMHUB CBOY COH, Jaxe
s, 4eJIOBEK C KPENKUMU HepBaMu, Ucmyrascs. TOYKy NpuONIu3uInuchk, B 9TOT MOMEHT CBET U3 OKHa
ocBeTW] GUTYPY y KPOBaTH, a 3aTEM CHOBA II0TacC, CKPHIB €€.

Yamky mogHecIu K MOUM ry6am:

— Jlgps, momenTe BOOHI.

¢ cmenan rioTok, YTOOB CMOYHUTE TOPJIO:
— Iy? YTo TH genaelnb 30eCh Cpeqyd HOuu?

KpoBaTh cierka nporuysiach Iof ero BecoM, Korfa oH cesl. TeMHOTa, Ka3asock, Ipuaaia eMy
CMEJIOCTH, ¥ OH He BHITJIAMENl TAKUM CKOBAHHBIM, KaK paHbllle. 1 MOYyBCTBOBA OT HETO JIETKUA, HO
co0Ta3HUTEIBHEIN apoMaT, TOX0XKUi Ha 3amax 0/1ar0BOHUN, KOTOPhIe UCIIOIb30BAJU CIIYKaHKH.

4 moramarncst — Heyxkenu Csio JlaHb TOJapua eMy HaJl0XHUIY?
OH He HaKa3al ero, a Harpagumn?
YeTrIpHAAIATH JIET — CTOJIBKO K€ OBIJI0O MHE, KOT'7ia 51 BIIEPBble IIPUHSI HaJl0XKHUILY.

— f... He MOTy yCHYTb, XOT€JI IOTOBOPHUTH C BaMu, — rojioc Csio [y OblJT XPUIIBIM, JbIXaHUE
y4YaIléHHBIM, CJIOBHO OH TOJIBKO YTO ITEPEXKUI YTO-TO CTPACTHOE.

4 Bc€ Gornbllle TOHWMAJ, BHYTPeHHE yCMeXasich. BeposaTHO, BOTYOHOK BIEPBHIE CTOIKHYIICS C
JKEHCKOM JTaCKOM, ¥ Ha/loXKHHUIIa Obljla CIMIIKOM aKTHUBHA, 3aCTaBUB ero cOexkaThb ITOCpey HOYH.

MHe cTarsno eli€ nHTepecHee. f MOTJIafiUII €T0 II0 TOJI0Be U IIYTIIMBO CKa3as:
— Tl IpUHI, ¥ IPOMOIKEHNE pofla — TBOSI 00I3aHHOCTh. B 3TOM TOXKe eCcTh CBOS HayKa. Haiigu B

6ubImoTeKe KHUTY O JIIOOOBHBIX yTexax, YToOw OpaThsi He CMesIIACh Hafl TOOOM.
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