C toro mgus, Kak Csio JlaHb B30IIEN Ha MIPECTOJI, OH CTall Pexe MPUCHIIaTh MU0, Bo3MoXkHO,
YBUOEB, KaK 5 KAIUISI0 KPOBbIO Ha LIEPEMOHMHY, UCIIYTAJICS, YTO SI YMPY, @ MOXKET, PEIUI, UTO B
TAKOM COCTOSIHUY S YK€ He CMOTY YYUHUTb CMYTY. XOTS OH ¥ OIPaHUYUII MOIO CBOGOIY
epenBUXKeHHsI, HO 00XOMMIICS CO MHOM KaK C IMOIIMHHBEIM BEPXOBHEIM HMIIEPATOPOM, o0ecreynBast
POCKOIITHOM OfeXKI0 U U3bLICKAHHOU efoH.

Ho s 3Has: 1leHHOCTh MOoel XKU3HU He BeuHa, ¥ Cs0 JIaHb BpSA /M TO3BOJIUT MHE CIIOKOWHO YMEPETh.

K ocenu cremymoiero roga Mo€ 30O0pOBhe HEMHOTO TIOMIPABUIOCh. XO0OuUTh 6€3 OANePKKHY S yKe MOT,
HO, IBUTASICh YyTh ORICTPee, HAaUMHAIT 3abIXaThCsI, ¥ IIOPBIB BETPA MOT CBAJIUTh C HOT. & BUMEN B
3epKaJlie CBOE HEIHeIlIHee 00IMYbe: KoXkKa cTaja Kyfa O1egHee, 4eM B 3JOpPOBEIe BpeMeHa, HO Ha
IIleKaX BCerjya urpaja HeeCcTeCTBEeHHbIH pyMsHell. B coueTaHuy ¢ MOMMHM OT IIPHUPOILI Y3KUMH,
TOMHBIMH T'JIa3aMU «CIISIIEro ¢GeHuKca» 3TO CO3[aBasio BIevaTiaeHrue, 6yaTO 5 BEYHO IIbSTH U CMOTPIO
Ha MMUP CKBO3b XMEJIbHYIO IBIMKY. Bo mBOpIle Ke MOIOJI3JIH CITyXH, OYATO HU3/I0KEHHbIM UMIIEPaTop
TOJIBKO ¥ 3HAET, YTO MPeHaéTcs yTexaM, IIbTHCTBYET U KyTHT, BEYHO HAXO/SICh B OMbSHEHUH.

Ha gene xe Tak u 6b110. X0Ts1 Cs10 JIaHb ¥ TUIIKII MEHST CBOOOOBI, OTPAHUYUTL MOM Pa3BI€YeHUs OH
He Mor. f yacTo mpu3biBai B [TaBunboH KOCkl aKTEPOB U TPYIIIEI OPOASYMX apPTUCTOB, U ITYMHbIE
IIUPIIECTBa AJIUIIUCh IO CaMOT0 yTPa, a Ha3aBTpa g UX OTIIyCKall.

Pa3yMmeeTcs, 3Baj g UX He TOIHKO YTOOH pa3BesiTh TOCKY. Cpenu 3Tux nuilefeeB ObUIM U MOU TallHbEIE
CTpaXH, KOTOPHIX S B IIPOIIJIOM BhIpPAIlXBal ISl BLIIIOTHEHHUS e/, He TePISIIUX CBeTa, — MJIs
OecIIyMHOTO yCTpaHeHUS HeyrogHbX. C UX TOMOINbIO s 130aBUJICS OT HECKOJIbLKUX OECIIOKOMHBIX U
HeJaIEKUX CBOTHLIX OPAaTheB, a TaKXkKe OT CBOEH Madyexu, UMIIePaTPULILl M3H, YTO MEITANIach
3axBaTUTh BIIACTh BCKOpe Iociie Moero BocirecTBus. Ho Cso Jlanb Ol yMHee ux. Hag3op ero 3a
MHOH He ocia0eBaJl, ¥ s He CMeJl IeHCTBOBATh ONIPOMETYHBO. MHe HaJIexasio IPON0JIKaTh
IIOTPYKaThCs B IIOPOK, ITI0OKA OH HE YBEPYET, UTO 5 U BIPSIMb CTajl 6€300MIHEIM HU3TT0KEHHEIM
MMIIePaTOPOM.

[ToroMy 51 ¥ Hadasl HapsKaThCS B OfleSTHUS aKTEPa, HafeBaTh MacKy, OpaTh B pyKU KyKJIy U HOUH
HAIPOJIET pacleBaTh KYKOIbHEIE ITPEICTaBIEHUS.

[TocTeneHHO CIyxu 0 MOEM Oe3yMuu pa3HECTUCH IIOBCIONY U, €CTECTBEHHO, JOCTUTTIH yinel Cs0
JlaHs, MOTPYKEHHOTO B TOCYAAapPCTBEHHEIE HETIa.

B Ty HOYB, KOTZa 5 C TOMOIIBI0 KYKOJILHOT'O HENUCTBA OBIIIAICs CO CBOMMU CTPaXKaMu O TIOJI0KEHUH BO
nBopie, Csio JlaHb HArPSIHY HEXKIAHHO.

OH IpHUIIET TOCMOTPETD, HEMUCTBUTELHO JIU S CIISITHII.

OH cTOs7 3a ABEPBIO, C UHTEPECOM CIIyIlas, Kak s Hecy OecCBsI3HbIM Opef], a Korga MpeficTaBIeHne
3aKOHYMJIOCH, JaxKke 3axJIomnal B JIaoIK U Ofo0pUTEIbHO KPUKHYJ. He TOMbKO He BRIPa3uB
OTBpallleHus K 6e3yMHOMY HU3/10XKEHHOMY UMIIEPATOPY, HO, HAlIPOTUB, paclaXHyB ABEPb, BEITHAN
BCEX aKTEPOB U JIUIIE[EEB, YCEJICS U CTall HacaaXkOaThCsS 3PENIUIIEM B ONMHOYECTBE. f, KOHEUHO,
IIPOOOJIKUII IIPEeACTaBlIeHNE [JIs HErO: C KYBIIMHOM BMHA B PyKe, IIOIIMBas U paclieBas,
IOIIaTHIBAsICh, TOHOIIEN K Cs10 JIaHIO U yCTaBUJICS Ha HETO CKBO3b MbSHYIO OBIMKY B ria3ax. Ho Cso
JIaHb COBEPIINT HEYTO, Yero 5 HUKaK He 0XKUaall.

OH cxXBaTWUJI MEHS 3a PYKY, BEIPBAJI KYBIIKMH U OTXJIEOHYT U3 HETO.

¢ moMHIO ero TEMHBLIE, MPAYHLIe T'J1a3a, IBUXKEHHE KaflblKa, KOTla OH TJI0Taa. ITO OLIIO ITOX0XKe He
Ha TO, KaK IIbIOT BUHO, a HAa TO, KaK IbIOT KPOBB, IIOKHUPAIOT IIJIOTh, IepeMakiBaloT KocTu. «Cso JIuH,
— CKa3aJl OH, — BCKOpe 51 Oyny BEIOMpATh HAIOKHUI] ¥ YTBEPKOATh UMIIEpaTpuIly. Kak mymaeris,



KOT'0 MHe BHIOpaTh? Y MeHS eCTh TPU [JBOPIIA U IMIECTh TOKOEB, COTHU IIPEKPACHBIX XKEHIINH, HO HU
OIHa He IpHUIUIack o cepauy. Yto genats? CKaxXu, I0YeMy B CBOE BPeMS OTel], INIIb B3TISTHYB Ha
TBOIO MaTh, rocrnoxy FO#, kpaille KoTopo# He OBITI0 BO BCeX [IeBATH 00/1aCTSIX, BO3MIOOUT €€ OOHY U
Oomee He CMOTpeJl Ha APYTUX HaJIOKHHUI[?»

MeHs mopasunu ero cjaoBa. beaymcTBoBasn-To 51, Ho Csio JlaHb Ka3ascs Kyga 6e3yMHee MeHS.
BEITIO B 3TOM YTO-TO XKYTKOE U 10 CMEIIHOTO HeJlemoe.

A nbsHO paccmesincs, HO Cso Jlaub He ynbIOHYIICSA. OH MPUCTAIBHO CMOTPEJT Ha MEeHsI HEKOTOpOe
BpeMsi, 3aTEM BHE3AITHO BCTAJl U IIPUXKAJl MEHS K CTOJY.

C rpoxoToM KyBIIMH pa30buicst 06 ol — 3BOH, 6yATO OT yIapoB Meueil U KOIUH.

4 mopmyMmar, 4TO OH BCIIOMHMUJI, KaK ero MaTh Bllajla B HEMHUJIOCTh U3-3a MO MaTepy, U B HEM
BHE3aITHO BCIBIXHYIA JXKax[aa youicTBa. 1 mpomoskan n300paxkaTh ObsSTHEHKE, PACIIaCTaBIINCh Ha
CTOJIe, CJIOBHO MOOBIYA, ITOACTABIISIONIAs TOPI0 XUITHUKY. I 3Han: Csio JlaHb He YOBET MEHS ceidac.
OH nu1Is HeJaBHO B3OIIEN Ha IIPECTOJI, IIPY [IBOPE eIl OCTaIUCh CTapble CAHOBHUKY, ITPEXKHUE MOU
CTOPOHHUKH, IJIST KOTOPHIX 3aBelllaHue OTIa, Iepefallee TPOH MHe, ObIJI0 mopoxe XKu3Hu. Cso
JlaHb HAKJIOHUIICS, TYOHI er0 IPUOIN3UIKCh K MOEMY VXY, U IbIXxaHHe, BEIPEIBABIIEECS MeX 3y00B,
Ob110 TOOOHO SIOBUTOM, TOIOOHOM 3Mee. Teslo ero oKka3anoch Kyfa Kpemde, 4eM s [ojiaraji, — BOBCE
He TaKUM TIIEAYLIHbIM U XyObIM, KAKUM Ka3aa0Ch.

T'omoc ero 6vi THX ¥ MATOK: «Cs10 JIMH, KaK AyMaellb, TOYEMY S OCTABUJI B JKUBHIX TaKOTO
HU3JI03KEHHOT0 UMIIEPaTopa, Kak Thl, ¥ TIOYTUJI TUTYJIOM BepX0OBHOTr0? HeyxKemnu THl BIPaBRy BEPUILE,
OynTO s MUIIB Olacaloch JIIOACKOM MOJBEL, CTPAIlyCh, YTO Ha30BYT y3yprnaTopoM? Ynu 4To s 6010Ch
TeX CTapblX CAHOBHUKOB IIPY IBOPE, UTO He pemaTcs noTpeboBaTh TBOeH royosrl? CooOpaxkeHuil y
MeHS MHOT'0, HO €CTh U WHas IpUYuHa».

4 3aKprUI ra3a, genas BU[, YTO CIIUIIKOM IIbSH, YTOOHI CIIBIIIATh, HO YYBCTBOBAJ, KakK ero OhIXaHue
o0XuTraeT KOXKY Ha IIee.

«Cs10 JIuH, TH 3aHUMaTeJIeH. Byab Thl JOCTATOYHO YMEH, MOHS OBl, KaK CTaTh eIl€ 3aHUMaTellbHee 1
IPOXKUTE MOJIBIIIE».

«41 emé HaBemly Te0s1, — cKa3aj oH. — Korpma 6yners B Tpe3BoM yMe, Cso0 JIuH. CMOTPH He
pasodapyi MeHs».

[Tocrne yxonma Csio JlaHs s He COMKHYJI I'JIa3 10 YTpa, BOpodasich U 00AyMbIBasg €ro ciioBa. YeM rinybxe
sl BHMKAJI, TEM HEBEPOSTHEE U OMEP3UTEIbHEEe OHU Ka3aluCh. MbI ObIIM CBOOHLIMUM OpaThbIMHU, U
faxe eCIu OH XkKaxKfajl OTOMCTUTh MHE 3a IIPOIIIble YHUKEHUS, KOTOPHIE S BMECTE C APYTUMU
OpaThsMHU eMy IIPUYHHSII, He CIIe00BajI0 MPOU3HOCUTh CTOJIb abCypaHbIe U OBYCMBICTIEHHBIE PEYH.
C0BHO OH XOTeJI...

COBHO OH XOTeJlL... YTOOHI 51, OBIBIINY [OCYHApPh, Aeal HeuTo, mabwl yCaaXaaTh ero.

B gyure nmoxonopeno. S B3TSHYI Ha HOIOIIEE 3alsICThe: Ha HEM OTYETIMBO MIPOCTYNUIXA OarpoBLIe
CJiednl OT MaJbleB, Pe3aBllne I1as. f CIyCTUI IUPOKUYM PYKaB TeaTpPabHOI0 OfesSHUS U BHIIIE U3
nokoes. [Tepen ITaBunmboroM KOCH paccTHIIANOCh 03€PO, @ Ha IIPOTUBOIIOIOKHOM Oepery BRICHIICS
IIeHTpabHBIN OBOPIIOBEIN KOMIIJIEKC — G0Jiee He MOosI BOTYMHA. BecHa cMeHuUnIach 0CEHbIO, U BCE
Ka3asiock OyATO U3 APyrou XKu3Hu. f 3amep Ha Oepery, BIISOLBASACH B ajlb, U 3aMETUJI CPefU
IEepeBbEB HECKOIBKO SIPKO OOETHIX BCAJHUKOB, YTO TOHSJIUCH OPYT 3a APYTOM U BECEIUTIUCE.



To Obiniu oTnpricku Cso JlaHs.

Tot, 4TO cumesn Ha BOPOHOM KOHe, Obu1, 663 COMHEHHS, TOT CaMblil BOJTYOHOK. Ka3anocs, OH oT
IIPUPOJHI YHACTIEN0BAJT IOBKOCTh BapBapoB: IIPUIIbHYB K CIIMHE KOHS, CKaKall C BPOXKAEHHOHN yHabio
M IUKOCTHIO, PE3KO BHIIENSSACH Cpenu mpouux netei Cso JlaHs.

Kazanocs, 0H 3aMeTuI MOY B3TJISAA, HATAHYII TOBOABS U OCTaHOBUJICSA. KOHB MOTAJI TOJI0BOU U OHI
KOIIEITOM, OeCroKOMHbIH. [Ipyro#, Kyga cTapiiuii, I0HOIIa TOCKaKasl CIEOOM U CO BCEeH CHUJIbI
XJIECTHYJI IJIETKOU KOHA IOA HUM. Pa3ganoch p:kKaHue — UCIyraHHBIA KOHb BCTAJl Ha ABIOLI, COpPOCU
CeoKa IPSIMO B 03€PO.

[MTogusncs XoxoT. Bupsi, Kak BOTYOHOK OapaxTaeTcsi B BOAe, HUKTO He CIIeIIXIT Ha IIOMOIIb. 7
KpukHY. [Ipunnsl Ha Oepery, 3Has, KTO 5, IepelenTanuch 1 pa3dexkanuch. & 1mo3Bajl CTPakKHUKOB
13 IAaBU/IbOHA, ¥ Te BRITAIIUIIK I0HIIA Ha Oeper. OH MPOMOK HAaCKBO3b, HATJIOTAJICS BOMH U, JIEXKa Ha
3eMJie, CyOOpPOXKHO Kalisi. IIImumbKa ¢ TOJIOBEL CJIeTesIa, BOJIOCH BCKIIOKOYUITUCH U 3aBUJIUCH,
00HaXX1B BapBapCKYyI0 HEYKPOTUMOCTbh. BCero 3a roj ero Tejao OKpeIio, iUy CTajly IIupe, CIHHa —
MaccuBHee. Poc OH 1 BIIpsiMb OBICTPEE BOJTYOHKA.

— Bra... 6naromapio, Osifs, — MIPOTOBOPHII OH, IPUIIOAHUMASICh, HO HEe CMesl TONHSTh B3TJIA Ha
MeHs, C MOKPO KOITHOM KYy[PSIBEIX BOJIOC Ha TOJIOBE, CMYIIEHHEIN, KaK IIPU ITIEPBOM BCTPeYe.
Kontounii oceHHUI BeTED 3aCTABUJI €T0 YUXHYTh.

— Kornb Ha3bIBaellb MeHs Asifeit, Tak He Ooucs. 4 ke Te0s He CbeM, — YCMEeXHYJICS 5 U, CJIOBHO
KOTa-TO Mog0upasi TOro BOJTYOHKA B CTemH, moBén ero B [TaBunbon KOckl. Ha ceit pa3 9Toro Bojika
CJIel0BaJIO IPUPYUYUTH KakK Cliefyer.

V60 ogHaXObl OH MOT CTaTh B MOMX PyKaX MEUYOM.

OrnspobIBasich Ke Ha TOT AeHb [T03XKe, ST COKPYIIAJICS U pBal Ha cebe BOJIOCH, MO0 TOYUIT 1 He MeY, a
BITYCTHJI BOJIKA B JOM.

Ho Torma s1 aToro He Bemal.

¢l MpuBEN BOTYOHKA B IIOKOH, TTIe HAXOMUJICS TOPSIYUM UCTOYHUK. BOKPYT KyIlenu cTosijia BEeCeHHSIS
TEIJIoTa, CTPyuics map. OH He IepecTaBal UYuXaTh — SIBHO IPOCTYAMIICS. S pacIpoCTED PYKH,
II03BOJIMB €BHYXaM pa3[eTh MeHs, ¥ IIEPBLIM CTYIIXII B BOAY, IIOTPY3UBILKCH B TEIIYIO BIIAry.
Bo40oHOK e CTOsT y Kpasi, He 3Has, YTO [eflaTh, TepeOs maibLbl U TTISIAS Ha MEHS B BOJIE.

4 nennBO 06JIOKOTHIICS O OOPTHUK:
— Hy 9T0 cToums? BEICTPO Clofa, MPOCTYOUIILCS €IlE.

BoT40HOK 3aCThIJI, 3aTEM CTSIHYJ C ce0st mpuIuniIyio ogexny. OH BCE emlé ObUT Xy[, HO y&Ke 00péen
oYepTaHMs O0TPOKa. Ha cMyTiiol rpyou ero sBCTBEHHO IMPOCTYIAJIO TPUMETHOE POOUMOE TISITHO, IO
(dbopMe HalOMUHABIIIEE BOTYBIO I'OJIOBY, THE MaXke MOXKHO OBIIO PAa3NIMYUTh OUePTAHUs Ij1a3 U KOT'TeH,
TaWBIINE HEKOE HeBRIPa3uMoe 37oBelnree. Bapsapsl moyurtanu HebGecHoro Bonka 3a 602KeCTBO, MBI
e BUeNY B HEM mpenBectue Oen. Ho, xKemas cOMU3UTHCS C IIIEMSHHUKOM Pafid CBOUX LieJieH, s
TIOJABUJI TIO3BIB IIBEIPHYTH IIPOYh 9TOI'0 HECYACTHOTO YOIII0OKa U IIOMaHU ero K cebe.
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