He6o moTeMHen0, CHapyKU I'IyX0 MPOTPOX0TaJl TPOM — Ka3aJioCh, BOT-BOT XJIBIHET J0XKb. LI3u JlaHb
paccTaBuI OXpaHy IO TePUMEeTPY U BEPHYJICS B HoM. YBuaes, 4yTo Cso 113103 BCE Tak XKe CUOUT B
0e3bICXOOHON 3aOyMUYUBOCTH, ITOILITAJICS YTOBOPUTS:

— Kus3p Ly, y Bac paHeHHas pyKa, a Bhl YKe LIeNIbIH JeHb 30eCh. M0XKeT, HEMHOTO OTHOXHETE, a 5
II0Ka IIOCTOPOXKY?

Cs0 113103 moxKayuajl rojIoBOM:
— Huuero. JlatiTe MHe ellé noOLITh C HAM.

TOIBKO OHU 3aroBOPHUJIN, KaK B OKHO BJIETEJI MeTaTeNlnbHBIM HOXK. 1131 JIaHb JIOBKO IIOKMMaJI ero Ha
JIETY, PA3BEPHYJI — BHYTPHU OKa3adJIdaCh OEPEBAHHASA TabnIMyKa C I/1306pa}KeHI/IeM CJIOMaHHOT' O IIBETKaA.

O0a B3EPOTHYNX U BOCKIIMKHYJIM B ONUH I'0JIOC:
— CmeptHUK CnoMaHHOrO LIBEeTKa?

— He moxeT 66T, — cka3an Cso 1[3103. — TokeHn Tpéx LiBeTkoB y MeHs. KTo mocMmen nogpmenath
3HaK CMepTHHKA U SIBUTHCS CIOla CAMOBOJIbHO?

I3u JIaHb MOKAYal I'OJI0BOM:
— Kua3p [y, ycriokoutecs. OcTaBauTeCh 3[ECH, a 1 CX0XKY, pa3Befarlo.

OH BBICKOYMI U3 OOMa U YBHUEJI YE€JIOBEKa B MacCKe. Tor, BCTPETUBIIKUCH C HUM B3IJIAOO0M, TYT XK€
KHUHYJICA IIPOYb.

— Oxpansaute KHa35 FO3! — kpuknyn L[3u Jla#bs cTpaxe. — f CKOpO BepHYChH!

1I3u Jlans mpecnenoBai He3HaKOMIIa A0JIr0, I0Ka OHM He OCTAHOBHUJIUCH y BXOfa B MeELIepy.
YenoBek cOPOCHUIT MACKY:

— Hy dr0, mapess, TIETKOCTL B HOTaX 3aMeTHO pubaBuiIach.

YBupes ero nuno, L3u JlaHb axHyI:

— Vuutens?! 910 BI? Kax BHL...

Ilepenm HUM CTOSINI €r0 HacTaBHUK Ya TSHb.

Ya Taub ycMexHyIICS:

— U 4ero TH Tak nepenyrasncsa? Pa3se s Te6s cheM?

[13u JIaHb He PEIIuICs TOBOPHUTD JIUINHEE U ITOCTIEN0BAJT 3a HUM B Iemnepy. OHU YCEeHCh, @ CHAPY KU
TPSIHYJI TPOM, ¥ XJIBIHYJI TUBEHb.

— VuuTenb, KaK BH 3[€Ch 0Ka3alnch? — cupocun L3u JIaHs.

— Ku43p Ly, TOT LIEHOK, CTaIII Y CBoel MaTepu ToKeH Tpéx LIBeTkoB, — oTBeTun Ya Taub. — A
IpUILEN 3a0paTh CBOE.

[13u JlaHb HAXMYPUIICS:



— YuuTens, BH ¥ BIPaBAY 3HAKOMEL C MOEU TETKOM?

Torma, co cmoB 1I[3uHKOHA, Y HETO 3apPOAUIIUCH ITOJO3PEHUS, HO OH BCE HE BEPHUII: €T0 TETKA,
HanoxHuta Iy 113u, Bcerma Oblla 3aTBOPHHUIIEH B TJIyOM OBOPIIA, KaK MOTJia OHa OBITH 3HAKOMA C eT0
yunTeneM, ckutanbieM? K tomy ke Ya TsHb ObLI TOpHel], HU 3a YTO He CTaJ Obl MOMUUHSATHCS YbUM-
TO MpUKa3aM. Y BOT CETrONHSIIHSS BCTpeda IIepeBepHya BCe ero npefcTaBIeHUS.

— Koneuno, 3HakoM, — cka3an Ya TsaHb. — W eIi€ gomxkeH ey U3pSAOHBIN OOIT.

— YuuTens, 1 X04y CIPOCUTH 00 OmHOM fefie, — npoposkui 1[3u Jlas. — B mpouinom romy, Korga
KHs13b LIuHb OB pu cMepTH, reHepas ['y Ykao IPUBE3 A7 ero CriaceHus Ballero 6paTa, BEJIUKOT0
MacTepa LI[3uHKOHa. LI3MHKOH cKa3ai, 4To OnbssHeHre becCMepTHOTO B KH3€ — BallluX PYK AEO.
9T10 npasaa’?

Ya TsHb B3OOXHYI:
— [la, 3TO g MOACHIIA TOMY MaJlbIIly.
31 JIaHb BCKOYMII:

— Vuutens! OnbsHeHue becCMepPTHOTO CHUOEIO B KHSI3€e YKe JIeT CeMb — 3HAYUT, OTPABUIIM €T0 JIET B
neBaTh. Kak BB Mormu?!

Ya TaHL TOPBKO YCMEXHYIICH:
— KuTuk, a KakuM Thl MEHSI CYUTAEIIb?

I3u Jlanb 3allHYyJICA. B ero mamsaTu YUHUTEIIb OBLIT YEJIOBEKOM, UTO HaBeIObIBaJICA B IOM BEJIMKOTI'O
HaCTaBHMKA Ha HECKOJILKO MECSLEB B rogy, YTOOKI 06yanL ero 60eBBEIM HNCKYyCCTBaAM. YemoBekoM
BECEJILIM, SICHBIM, IMOCTYIIAOIMUM OTKPEITO.

Ya TqHb, BUAA €r0 pa3fgyMbs, cKasal:

— Cxaxy Tebe IpsiMO: TBOU YUUTENIb — HUKUYEMHEIN TPYC, Y KOTOPOTO OTHSINIU CTPaHy U [OM, a OH
maXKe MCTUTDb HE XOYeT.

— OtHanu cTpany? — nepecnpocun L3u Jlans. — Yuutesns, Bhl... u3 Cunsina?
Ya TaHb MOKayvas rojoBoX U YCMEXHYJICH:

— Bupno, rocymapcTBO Ipxay najo Tak JaBHO, UTO Bbl IOMHUTE TOJIBKO CHUJISH.
LI3u JlaHb ocTONGEHEN:

— Yuurtens... Bb U3 Jpxan?

T'ocymapcTBo Opxait KoTrfa-To BHE3AIHO Halaslo Ha CTOully L3gHIKH, HO OBIIIO Pa3rpOMIIEHO
apmueit cembu 113u, a 3aTeM Bolickamu ['y UxKao, B3SIBIIMMU LIapCKUU TOPOL,.

[I3u JlaHb HUKaK He MOT IIOHSTh: Kak ero men LI3u JlandaH Mor mo3BonuTh Ya TsaHIO, 9pXauily,
rogamu ObIBaTh B JOMe BEJTMKOTO HacTaBHUKA U 00y4aTth ero, LI3u JlaHs, 60eBbIM UCKYCCTBaM?

— Tebe, HaBEpHOE, MUKO CHIBIIIATH, YTO TBOM [Ie[ U TETKA NOMYCTUIIU MeHS y4uTh Tebs1? — cka3an Ya
Taub. — A eme g — rnaBa CMepTHEKOB CrioMaHHOTO 1IBEeTKa.



Opranusanuen Tpéx LIBeTkoB 3ampasinsnu LI3u Jlandan 1 Hamoxuuia [y 113u. «3acTeHYUBHIT
LIBeTOK» 3aHUMAJICS ITepefayed cooOLUIeHWH BO IBOPILIe ¥ IMOOUYUHSIICS TOJIbKO Hanoxuuie [y 13u.
«[Ipubnuxkaromuiics L[BeTok» BEN pa3BeKy Mmod HavanoM Aena. «CinoMaHHBM [[BeTOK» 0TBedas 3a
yOuicTBa, HO 10 OOJIbIel YacTu He MOmUUHAICS aeny. LI3u JlaHb faBHO IIOJI03PeBall, 4To y
CMEepTHUKOB €CTh CBOY OTHENIbHBIY IPEABOAUTEND, HO HU 3@ UTO He MOT IIOZyMaTh, YTO 3TO €ro
COOCTBEHHBIN YUUTETD.

— YTO0 BCE 3TO 3HAUUT? — BHIIOXHYII OH.
Ya TsgHB paccMesncs:

— TBo¥ men cnuimkoM yx obeperan Te0s. JIamHo, certyac ckaxy Tebe npsmo. Mmmnepatop Aubuu Csio
U xecTokK, 60UTCS, YTO MOANAHHbIE 3aTMAT ero ciaBy. CHavdana yHUuTOXMUN AH Oy, Teneps
chenarn Tak, 4To ceMbsi UHb YKyHIUHS n0Tepsiia onopy. Ecnu 661 He To, uTo ['y YKao OTIHYHO
3HaeT FOXKHEBIe 3eMJTH U €IN€ HYKEH IJIs IeJI C TOCyaapcTBoM [IsiHb, ¥ er0 OBl yKe He OBIJIO B JKUBHIX.
A cmepTh TBOeTO OoTiIa, L3u IllaokaHa, Ha moye 60 — pa3Be oHa Oblyla TaKOM YK MPoCcToi? TBoOM men
— BEJIMKWY HAaCTABHUK IIPU ABope. Eciu ObI TBOM OTEIl OCTAJICS KUB, €r0 BOEHHHBIE 3aCIIyTH ObLIH OBl
IIONCTHHE BEIHUKH.

L13u JlaHb ocTonO€EHeN elé GoblIe:
— Orerr... oTel IaJl OT PYKH uMmepaTopa? [em u BhL... COTpyaHUYaeTe? Yero BE XOTUTE HOOUTHCS?
Ya TsHB IMOKaYaa roiaoBoOu:

— CMemIHO: TBOH [ie[ IoJjiaraeT, 4yTo, Oﬁ'beJII/IHI/IBHII/ICb C TETKOH U II0CaiuB Ha TPOH 3TOI'0 IIIeHKa,
KHA34 1n, pa3oM BCe HpOGJ’IeMLI pa3penmiaTcsd. OHu HaIIIU MEHS, YyTOOBI HCIIOJIb30BaTh. S XKe
COTJIaCHJICA IIOMOYb — U OOJIT BEPHYTH, B 3a0JHO Balll ABOP BOCTOYHOT' O JIuH mokonedaTh.

— Ho 3auem Ov1710 TpaBuTh KHA3s1 [IuHA? — He yHUMascs L3u JIaHs.

— Xm! — ¢ripruyn Ya Taus. — Ero pen, A Oy, TpuKUHYICS, YTO IIePeIIe Ha CTOPOHY KHS35
HwuHna, conran, 6yOTO XO4eT COTPYOHUYATE C OpXaeM, YTOOBI MBI IIOMOTJIM €MY B3STh CTOIHILY, — a
caM ITOJICTPOUJI 3allafHI0, ¥ BeCh IBET Moero Jpxas nojer! f moryOoun Toro ueHKa B OTMECTKY — U
[IPaBUIIBHO cHemna!

— YuuTens, BB HE TaKOM! — BOCKIUKHYI LI3u JIaHb.
Ya TaHL TPOMKO paccMesiics:
— He Takoii? [Ja g Bcerga ObLI TakuM!

OH XoxoTaJl BCé HeuCToBee, 1 113u JlaHi0 cTano CTpalIHoO. «Ecnu on dpxael, — mogyMall OH, — KakK
geno MO HOBEPUTH eMYy CMepTHI/IKOB? Hey}KeHI/I HE GOHHCH, YTO TOT HAaBPEOUT HAIIEMY TOCY}IapCTBY?»

— YuuTens, rocymapcTBO Jpxal Majo eme 0o pokaeHus KHA3s L{uHsa, — cKa3as OH BCIyX. — B
Bcerga Obly OOPHI. Kak MOTIM BH TPaBUTh HEBUHHOTO? Barr 6pat [I3MHKOH 3HAJI, YTO 9TO BAIIMX
PYK Heso, HO BCE paBHO He MOT OCTaBUTh ero ymupaTth. Kak MoxeTe BHI ITPOAOJIKATE 3a0/IyKaAaThCSA?
Otpnavite MHe [Tumionio HedpputoBoro KapmaMoHa.

Ya Taub ycMexHyIICS:

— [Mumnrorto YXKe CTallliuJIn. Ilaxe ecnu Obl ¥ ObITIa, HE OTHAT OB



— KT0 MOXKeT cTalmTh 4TO-TO y Bac? — He moBepur L3u JlaHb.

Ya Tsaup 3ax0xX0Tan:

— Jla, KTO MOXKeT CTaIuTh 4TO0-T0 y MeHs, a? KT1o? Kto!

U ¢ sTMU CIOBaMU OH IOPBIBICTO HAIIPABUJICA K BBIXOOY U3 IIEIEPHL.

[13u Jlaub yxBaTun ero, Ho Ya Ts1Hb, He 000pavYuBasiCh, yIapwI ero JagoHbi0. Yaap Ovlt cunél, Li3u
JlaHb IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK BHYTPEHHOCTHU COAPOTHYNIUCh. HO OH He oTmycKan:

— Yuurens, gaxe ecnu HeT [Iumonu, A1 B KHA3e K05 BCcé paBHO HYKHO U3THaTh! [lanTe
IpoTUBOSIME!

Ya TsiHb 37100HO BEIKPUKHYII:

— TBo#t cTapimii 6paT yKpaa MOE IPOTHBOsiANE, YTOOH cracath TOro KHa3s 03! Kakoro emé
npotuBosnug?! [IycTh mOABIXAIOT BCE, Xa-Xa-xa-xa!

— A «HenaBucts [lecatu Hanpasnenuv»? — He cgaBascs L3u Jlanb. — Y4uTesnsp, BEl 3HaeTe, IOe OHa
pacTer?

Ya TsiHb CKJIOHUII TOJI0BY HaOOK:

— «HenaBucts [ecatu Hanpasneruii»? «Henasucts Jecatu Hanpasnenuu»? Xa-xa-xa... Ctymau K
Mo Croans, cupocu e€! Copocu, 3a4eM OHa CTaluia Moo [Iumiomo, Xxa-Xxa-xa-xa!

OH yXKe BeINeTeN U3 nemepsl. 113u JlaHs He CMOT IOTHATH U, TOHYPUBILKCE, TTOOPENT 06paTHO.
[Togxons K ycansbe, oH yBupen, uto Cso JIsH yxke BepHYJcS. TOT CMOTpeJ Ha HETo, CJIOBHO XOTel
YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO He perascs. LI3u JIaHb X0Tes OBIII0 COBEPIIUTE II0JI0KEHHEIN IIOKJIOH, KaK BOPYT
B I'PY[Y KOJBHYJIO, ¥ OH BBIIITIIOHYJ KPOBb.

113u JlaHb BHITEP KPOBB C I'y0 ¥ IOJOIIENT:

— Kus3p Llunb, Bel BepHYIUCH. [IoueMy CTOMTe OoJ MOXKAEM, BMECTO TOTO YTOOH! BOMTHU B IOM U
OTHOXHYTH? [laxe eCy gesio CPOYHOe, He CTOUT TaK TOPONUTHCS. [I0XKAb XOTh ¥ HECUJIbHBIN, HO BHI
BeJlb He 0YEHb KPETKU 3[0POBbEM — KaK OBl He TIPOCTYIUTHCSH.

Csio JIsH HMYETro He OTBETHUJI, JIUIIIb B3SIJI €T0 3a PYKY 4 MOBEN B oM. FOHb YKao He mocMmern
mpUOIU3UTHCS, TOIBKO IMIPOBOAUI UX B3rnsgoM. C Toro MoMeHTa, KakK Cs10 JISTH BHIIIEN U3 TOCTUHUIIH,
BUJI Y HETO OBLI CTPAHHBIM, OYATO KUTIEJT OT HeBLICKA3aHHOM ApocTu. Teneps, yBumeB, uTo LI3u JlaHb
paHeH, OH HEMHOT'0 CMSATYMJICS.

[I3u JIaH10 OBITIO HETIPUBBIYHO, YTO €r0 TaK BEYT, OH IOMLITAJICS BHICBOOOOUTD PYKY, HO, BULS
MpauHoe BripaxeHue Cs0 JIssHa, cMupuics. Bouas B KomHaTy, Cg0 JISSH Hanui 4aw U [ogan emy.
1I3u JlaHb X0TeJ Mo0IaroqapuTh, HO, BCTPETUB CEePhE3HBIM B3TJIS, IPOMOIYAT ¥ IIPOCTO IPUHSII
yamky. OH no#Hs1, 4To Cs10 JIsTH X04YeT 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, U CeJl, OXKugas.
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