— JTa cTaThs HalllCaHa HAIllM MeJua...

JIati LI310HB y2Ke Hadasl IOCUYUTHBATh, CKOIHKO IIPUAETCS 3allJIaTUTh 3@ YBOJbHEHNE 3TUX JIIOel U
CKOJIBKO YallleK Koe eMy MPUAETCS BHIIIECHYTh Ha cels, HO O L350 0TBETHUII:

— JlagHo, 9T0 X paboTa, HO HaKa3aHMe BCE XkKe JOIKHO ObITh. B TeueHUe clieyiomlero Mecsiia myCcTh
B CTOJIOBOM TOJAI0T TOJIBKO BAaPEHYIO KAMmyCTy. XM.
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JIani LI310Hb YOUBHUIICS, HO OCTaJICs Ha MecTe. O 113510, yBUIEB 3TO, CIIPOCUII C TIOOOTIBITCTBOM:
— ITouemy THI BCE elI€ 3[eCh?

— 4 xpy, noka Bame BennuecTBo fo4uTaET HOBOCTE.

9 LI3s10, GopMoOYa, YTO 3@ yKaCHbIe HOBOCTH OH [IOJIKEeH YUTATh, BAMMATEIFHO ITPOCMOTPEI CTaThIO.
C meMyKOM IJIaHIIET HAKOHEIl pa3fe/ui Cyas0y CBOUX MpeAlIeCTBEHHUKOB, Pa30UBIINUCH 00 TI0J.

— ITouemy THI He CKa3an MHe, 4To L[3uH JIu ynan B 06MOPOK Ha ChEMOYHOM IJToIaake?!

JIat 13108 4yBCTBOBAN ce0st HECIIpaBemInBO 0OBUHEHHKIM, BeOb OH MpocTo Oosiics. Ho 3 13510, He
IlaB eMy BpeMeHU Ha 00bsICHEHUs, YKe MYasics K aBepu. JIai 1I310Hb B3TJISHYI Ha 3alUCKY B PYKE,
rae ObUT yKa3aH HoMep manathl L[3uH JIu B 6onbHUIE, HO J 11350 yKe ucyes. JIagHO, OH ITO3BOHUT
[1032Ke U COOOIIUT.

3un JIu nexan B MOCTENH, MEITAsCh IPUUTH B ce0s IOCTe CHa.

OH CMYTHO TIOMHWJI, 4TO OBIT Ha CHEMOYHOM TIIOIIAAKe, GUIbM ellé He Hayali CHUMATh, U OH
IIPOCTO CMOTPEJI Ha IIOTOJIOK, KaK BAPYT BHE3AITHO IIOTEPSI Co3HaHue. [locenHee, 4TO OH BUME,
owut0 nunio E Oubaud.

[ToueMy, IPOCHYBIIKCDH, OH BCE eIllé OBIJT B KOCTIOME?

[I3un JIu cen Ha KPOBATH, IIOO03PeBasi, YTO OH BCE eIlé Ha ChEMOYHOM IIOIIagKe, TakK Kak KOMHATa,
B KOTOPOM OH HaXOMMJICS, OT CTOJIa O KPOBATH, OklIa BEIIIOJIHEHA B IPEBHEM CTHIIE.

OH BcTasn 1 00HAPYKUJII, YTO BCE eIllé ofeT B Oesoe. YIBIOHYBIINCH, OH COOMPAJICS BBINTH U II03BATh
Hio Vce, 4yBCTBys HETOBKOCTb KM3-3a TOTO, UTO yIaj B 0OMOPOK B IEPBHIiL XkKe OeHb. OfHaK0, Korha OH
TIOILIETI, YCIIBIIIAT 3BOH, UCXOASALIUY OT ero mnosica. OH TOCMOTpPENT BHU3 U YBUAE He(PUTOBLIH
KOJIOKOJIbYMK, a PSIAOM — MaJIeHbKYIO IyPIYPHYIO HeQPUTOBYIO THKBY-(IISATY, KOTOPEIE,
CTaJIKUBasICh, U3aBalid 3BYKU.

TyT oH 3aMeTHU He TOJILKO KOJIOKOIbYMK, HO U TO, YTO €T0 Ofiexkaa Oblyila COBCEM He TOH, B KOTOPOH
OH OBUT Ha ChEMOYHOI myTontagke. CHavanla OH 3TOTO HE 3aMETHUJI, IOTOMY YTO OHa ToxKe Oblna 6eJol.
Ho nmpu 6nuxKaiiieM pacCCMOTPEHUM 0Ka3aoch, YTO OHa Oblyta 60siee JTETKOM, ITOYTH ITPO3PayvyHOM, B
OTIIUYHUE OT TSIKEIOT0 YHHOBHUYLETO KOCTIOMA.

OH OBICTPO IOMOINEN K IBEPH M OTKPELI €€, OlIeIOMIEHHEIH. [Tepen HuUM ObIT O0JIBIION OBOP,
OKyTaHHBIM TYMaHOM, C HeOOIbIINM UCTOYHUKOM BOJEL B IEHTPE. Y UCTOYHUKA POCJIO HU3KO0E, HO
IILIITHOE IEPEBO, IO KOTOPHIM JIeKajl MyK4YMHa B YEPHOM.

Myx4rHa nexkan Ha 00Ky, ciuHoM K LI3uH JIu, B 4EPHOI ofexk/e, OMHOW PYKOM IoaaepKuBas
TOJIOBY, a [PYTO¥ fepkKa OrPOMHBIM KYBIIMH C BUHOM, U3 KOTOPOTO OH mul. 1[3uH JIu MOT BUETH



TOJIBKO €ro HpO(l)I/IJ'IB " KaJbIK, HO JaXKe 3TOT BH]] OBIIT IIOPAa3UTEIIEHO KPACHUB. L3un JIn HaXMYpPHIICA,
He TOJIPKO H3-3a 3JI0BeIle dYPHEI MY2KYHWHEBI, HO X U3-3d CTPAHHOI'O 9YBCTBA, YTO OH €TI0 I'ie-TO BUIE]I.

Kak Ovl TO HM OBIJIO, My2KUKMHA OBLI € JUHCTBEHHBIM, C KEM MOXKHO OBIJIO ITOTOBOPUTH, U LI3uH JIu
nopotésn 6uxke. OH He MBITANICS CKPBITh CBOM IIATr, HO MyKYKMHA, Ka3aJl0Ch, ObIJT CTUITKOM
TIOTJIOIIEH MUTHEM, YTOOH 00pPaTHUTh Ha HET'O BHUMAHME.

Korpa mo MyK4YuHBL 0CTaBalioCh TPU-YETHIPE METPA, OTKYAa HU BO3bMHUCH ITOSIBUIICS MaJIbUMK C
TOpYallell BBEpX KOCUYKOM, MyXJIbli, KaK LIapuK, ¥ Bpe3asiCd B MyXK4YKUHY, CIOCIOKAIOIIUM I'0JI0OCOM
CKa3as:

— Tot mbé1ib, a beccmepTHBIM Bragbika MoxeT Tebst moiMaTh. OH TONTBKO 4TO 0TOOpan y Tebs
yPIOypPHYI0 He(QPUTOBYIO THIKBY, @ THI YK€ HAIIET HOBYIO.

Heu3BecTHO, YTO OTBETHII MyK4YHHA, HO MaJIbYUK MOIIPHITHYT U, YKa3kBast Ha HETO MaslblieM,
3aKpUYa:

— He nwiTaiica MeHs NOOKYIIUTE, 9TO Ha MeHA He feicTByeT! 4 He TOIBKO pacckaxy beccmepTHOMY
Bnaprike Li3un JIu, HO ¥ moxanyiock Hebecuomy MmnepaTopy!

[13un JIu ObIT yBEPEH, UTO YCIIbIIIAN CBOE UMS U3 YCT MaJibuKKa, HO OH TOYHO 3HAJI, YTO QUIbM, B
KOTOPOM OH CHMMaAJICS, He OB (D9HTE3M, U eT0 IePCOHaX He Ha3kBasics Li3uH JIu.

Temnepb OH OKOHYATENIbHO YOEOUICS, UYTO HAaXOOUTCS He Ha ChEMOYHOM IIJIOIIafKe, a CKOpee B
CUTyalluH, OTIMCAHHOM B pOMaHax O MyTEeIIeCTBUSX BO BpeMEHH, TaK KaK Ma/Ib4MK, XOTSI ¥ CMOTPEN B
€ro CTOPOHY, Ka3aJ0Ch, COBEPIIEHHO €T0 HE 3aMeyall.

YToOHI TPOBEPUTH CBOIO HOTafKy, L[3vH JIu MOMNOIIEN K MyKYKHE U IIOMBITANICS KOCHYTLCS €ro IJieya,
HO ero pykKa IIpoIlljila CKBO3b HETO.

L3uH JIn IIOCMOTPEII Ha CBOIO JIaOHL, 3aTEM HOHOU.IéJI K UCTOYHHUKY U TIOIIBITAJICA 3a4YEPITHYThL BOIHI,
HO CHOBa HM4YEero He BHIIO. [I0X0XKe, OH maxkKe He IIyTelleCTBOBAJl BO BPEMEHH, a CKOPpee OTOEJIUIICA
OT CBO€T0 TeJlla.

LI3uH JIu He MOT IOHSTh, II0OYEMY OH TaK CIIOKOEH, ¥ [aXKe PelIu 000HTH MyKUYHUHY, YTOOH!
paccMoTpeTsh ero nuro. OHo GBITI0 0OYEHD TT0X0XKe Ha Nuio I 11350, HO ¢ 6oee BEIPazKEeHHOH
Xapu3MoH, KoTopyto LI3uH JIu He MOT omucaTh — CMeCh 6€3pacCynCcTBa U 37I00HL.

MyxX4nHa AelCTBUTENIbHO ero He Bugen. Li3un JIu npucen 1 BHUMaTEIbHO PACCMOTPET €ro, Aaxe
IIoMaxaJjl pyKOou Ilepep ero JuLoM. MyX4yvHa BOPYT MOGHSI IJla3a U IOCMOTPETI B €0 CTOPOHY,
3acTaBuB L[3uH JIu 3amepeTs, HO 3aTeM CHOBA BEPHYJICA K CBOEMY 3aHATHUIO.

[13un JIu Bctan u ornsanencs. «HebecHwrit Mmnepartop, beccmeptruii Bnagsika L3us JIu...»
Heyxenu sto LlapcTtBo bBeccmepTHBIX?

BcnomuuB, kKak O 113510 mpusHarcs, 4to oH ¢ [IeBstu Hebec, 113uH JIu momymar, 9YTo, BO3MOXKHO, €ro
Aylla IoIaja B MUp, roe xkui I3 L3s50.

He 3Hasg, Kaxk OH Crofa II0oaj U KakK BepHYThCH, L[3uH JIu NPUCIOHUIICA K JepeBy U, IIOAIEepeB
1oi00POMIOK PYKOM, cTas Habmopath 3a O 113510, mymasi, 94T0, BO3MOXKHO, 3TO €Tr0 00JIMK [0 TOTro, Kak
OH TIOIaJI B MUP CMEPTHHIX. BpeMs Mpoxoausio He Tak yX&K CKY4YHO.

He mpominio 1 MUHYTH, KaK MaJbYUK BEPHYJICS, HO Ha 3TOT Pa3 OH IIEJ C TOPALIM BUAOM. LI3uH JIu



TIOHSJI, YTO OH IIPUBEJ C C000U KOTO-TO 00Jiee BaxKHOTO.

3a MaybYXMKOM IIEJT BHICOKHY MyKYKHA C IJIMHHOW OOpPOMOM, OOEeThIl B KENTHIM XajaT C Y30pOM U3
[PaKOHOB.

Te, KTO HOCUTI }KéHTOG, HHUKOI'la He OBIIIH IIPOCTEIMH JIIOOBMU, U MaJIbYHUK, TOPOO0 HOI[GO‘-IGHI/IBH_II/ICB,
3aABUII:

— HebecHrili MmiepaTop 3[ech, TaK YTO BCTaBal U MOKJIOHUCH!
HebGecHrili MMnepaTop MOTIafAnI Majdb4yuKa II0 TOJI0Be, HO He yIpekHy J 1[350 3a ero HeyBaKeHUe.

— TrI gelicTBUTENBHO COOMpPAeIIbCs OTIIPAaBUTHCSI B BocTouHOE Mope 3a ce30i pycana? XoTs L3un
JIu mo cux mop 6e3 CO3HaHUS, ero XXKU3HU HUYEro He yrpoxkaeT. MBI MOXeM IOf0XKOaTh, II0Ka
npubynet bynna ¢ 3anafa, u TorAa yXKe PemmnTh, 9YTo geflaTh. Tl PUCKYelllb, OTIIPABIASACH B
BocTrouHoe Mope, u g gymarto, L]3un JIu He xoTen Obl, YTOOH! TH XKePTBOBaJ CO00M pafu HETO.

Ha aToT pa3 uépusii J 1350 oTpearuposasn. OH MOTPSIC KYBIIKHH C BUHOM, HO 3ByKa He OBII0 —
BUOUMO, OH OblIT mycT. OH GPOCHIT KYBIIKMH 3a CIUHY, BCTAJI U CKa3aJl:

— Moero yuuTens s cracy caMm. Pa3 oH mocTpafan u3-3a MeHs, TO 51 00s13aH ero crmactu. He
6ecmokoritech, Hebecuriit immnepartop. TOICTSIYOK, S TOLIET.

Yépueiid J 113570 MpoIén MUMO MaJlbuiKa, IIENKHYB €ro 1o IIyXJIoH IeKe, YTO BRI3BajI0 B3PHIB
BO3MYIeHUS. 3aTeM OH pa3BepHYyJics U yimen. HeGecurt MnepaTop CTOsII, 3aAyMYUBO OIIYCTUB
r7a3a, a Li3uH JIu, BEITIHYB I1e10, YTOOBl TIOCMOTPETh, YTO IIPOUCXOMUT, BAPYT MOCKOJIb3HYJICS U
ymait.

— Kto0 31mecn?!

HebecHriit MMnepaTop rpo3Ho KpUKHYI, U LI3un JIu, ucnyraBmmch, pe3ko cesl. OKpyKaoumi Mup
IIOCTEIIEHHO NPOCTyNasl U3 TyMaHa.

— U3un JIu, L3us JIun? YTo ¢ ToOOM?
— 4 Bepuynca?

— BepHYJ'ICH. Bpaq OCMOTPEII Tebs1, CKa3aJl, YTO 3TO IepeyToMJIeHHueE. qa xe TOBOpPHJIa Tebe He
IepeHalpAaraTeCda, COYUHATE IIECHU B YMEPEHHOM TEMIIE, ThI Ke ofelran MHe, a IOTOM Cpa3zy 3a05I.

— Hio Yce? 4 cHOBa B Mupe mogen?

— Yro? — Hio Yce notporana o6 Li3un JIlu. — Heyxenu TemnepaTypa? JI0XKuCh, OTHOXHU €11
HEMHOTO.

[13uH JIu CHOBA JIET CIaTh U MPOCHAJ HOJIT0e BpeMs, T0Ka ero He pa30ymuiI apoMaT PUCOBOM KalllH.
OTKpHIB I'/Ta3a, OH YBUET 3HAKOMYI0 KOMHATY ¥ HaKOHeI] ycrokouics. [Toxoxke, BCE 3T0 G0
IIPOCTO CHOM.

Briiifisi B TOCTHHYIO, OH YBUAEN, YTO J L[350 CTOUT CIMHOM K HEMY ¥ BapUT Kally.
— Tl KaxK 37ech okazamncsa?

Ycnrimas rosnoc, 3 L3510 o6epHycs U, yBupeB Li3un JIu, cTosiiero 60CUKOM, IIOOIEN, TOAXBATHI



€ro TOof MBIIIKY ¥ MOOHsI. 1I3uH JIu, pOCTOM B METP BOCEMBIECST, BIIEPBEIE 0KA3aJICS B TAKOH
CUTYallu¥ ¥ HECKOJIKO CEKYHT 60JiTayl HoraMu B BO3[yXxe, MoKa I L3510 He moCTaBuUil €ro Ha
IIEPCTSHOU KOBED.
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