— Ho T 3a6bIJ'I, YTO MBI 3aKJIIIOYUIIN I'IapI/I? Ecnu s HafII[y HNCTOPHUIO O MYXYHHE-IIPU3PaKe U IIPHUHIIE,
MBI 6y11eM 2KUTH BMECTeE.

— Ho, HO, HO... — 1I31H He HaXxOOuJI CJIOB.

L13u 4dH, 4yBCTBYS yIOBIETBOPEHUE, YIALIOHYIICS 1 00HSI ero. L[3KH clierka MOMbITaaCs BEIPBAThCS,
HO LI3m {H moxmonas ero mo CIuHe:

— Ilati MHe 00HATH TeOsI, BCEro Ha MUHYTKY.

— JlagHo... — 1I3UH NpPUTHX.

U MuHyTKa BIpaBAy OKa3anach MUHYTKOU. CiiycTa MrHOBeHue LI3u dH oTmycTun ero.
Xopomve UCTOPUH CTOAT OKULAHUS, U XOPOIIHNE YyBCTBA — TOXKE.

3u f1H ynoxumn ero Ha KpoBaTh, HAKPELI OLESJIOM U MATKO CKa3all:

— Cnu CIIOKOUHO.

LI3vH CMOTpEN Ha Hero, MIMPOKO PACKpPHIB riia3a.

— 4 nmouipy nucaTh ang Tebs ucropuio. A He OyAy caTh 37ECh.

— e — LI3uH cMOTpen Ha HEero B IOJTHOM HEOYMEHUH.

113u dH NpUKpPEIT eMy T'71a3a JIafloHbI0 U, He yIepKaBIIKNCh, HAKJIOHUJICS, YTOOHI ITOIEJI0BATh €T0 B
yronoK ry6. 3aTeM OH BCTasl, yOpasn PyKy U OIyCTHII TIOJIOT:

— Con.

Korpa nonor yxe no4tu COMKHYJCS, LI3UH KpUKHYT:

— ITocTou!

I3u dH npupepxan ero pykKou:

— Ia?

— He 3abynp moyKuHaTh... TH Ke He eJl.

[I3u Adu Tux0 paccMescs. LI3uH TyT Ke HaTAHYJI Ofessio Ha JIUIO.

— He Gecmokotiics, 1 He am cebe rojogaTh. MHe eIllé UMIIePaTOPOM CTaHOBUTLCS, a ThI Oy/elb
MOeU MIIepaTpulie, XOPOIIo?

lI3uH Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMep, 3aTeM IIPOTOBOPUII U3-TIOf Ofesna, IIyXo:
— 4 MyxXuuHa, He MOTy ObITh UMIIepaTPULIEH.

— 4 cka3an — MOXKellb, 3HaYUT, MOXKEIIb.

LI3uH cHOBa IoMoI4al, a 3aTeM IIPUHSJICS SPOCTHO OEPTaTh OfEsIO:

— M= ke pa3Benuch! He Oyny g Tebe uMnepaTtpuiie!



— X0poI110, XOPOINo, — TUXO0 Mpou3Hec LI3u Ax. — Cru, Masblil, ST MOLIET.

Omyctus nosnor, 13u 9= Ha 3TOT pa3 AelCTBUTENIbHO yInen. OH BhIIIEN U3 CIalbHU C YILIOKON Ha
nune. ITycTs Manbi 1 3a0bIBYMB, HO BULHO XKe: HCKPEHHOCTh BCerfa BCTpedaeT UCKPEHHOCTh.

Iaxe ecnu y Ipu3paka, BO3MOKHO, ¥ HET CEPAIIA.

YcnrimaB, Kak maru L3u dxa 3aTuxaioT Boany, LI3uH cOpOoCU ofesiyio ¥ B HEJOYMEHUU YCTaBUIICS
Ha II0JIOT Haf KPOBaThIO.

VimnepaTpuiia? B kHUTaX, YTO OH YKTaJI, HU OOHA KEHIMHA-IPU3PaK He CTaHOBUIIACh
uMIepatpuileir. Camoe BEICOKOE — XKeHa IIePBOr0 MUHHUCTPA.

A oH MoXeT OBITh UMIIEepaTpuIe? MMnepaTpuiia — 3TO BaXXHO?

OH c ynuBneHreM 00HapyKHUJI, YTO C TeX IOP, KaK OH IM03HaKOMuUscs ¢ 1[3u AHoM, y3HaJ CTOJIBKO
BCETO0, 0 YEM PAHBIIE U IOHSATHS He UMeTl.

OH Bopouascs ¢ 60Ky Ha 00K, HO COH He LIET.
IIa, oH OBLI IPHU3PAKOM, HO TEIePh ero ogosiesa 6eCCOHHUIIA.

LI3u dH couunHsn ans Hero uctoput? He cnan? Kak ke oH Torma OymeT BCTpedaThCs C TI0ObMu 6e3
oTobixa? OH BeOb He IPU3PakK.

A BoT LI3uHy OBLIO BCE PaBHO, CIIaTh UK HET.

Emy Tak xorenocs yBumets L3u fIHa, y3HaTh, 4TO TOT AesaeT.

Ho onu xke pa3Benucs! Kak e 0H MOXeT TakK IOANaBaThCA?

On xe rocnoguH LI3uH!

LI3uH cCHOBa HaTSAHYJ OfesyI0 Ha JIUI0, IBITasICh 3aCTaBUTh Ce0s YCHYTh.
Ho con He mén. OH cOpOCHUIT Ofiesiao, OXBaUYeHHBIN HEIIPUBEIYHON TOCKOM.

EMy Tak CUIIbHO, TaK CHUJIbHO XOTeJIOCh YBUHETh LI3u fdHa, X0Tenoch craTh BMecTe ¢ HuM. OGHUMAThb
1131 dHa ObBIIO TaK TEIJIO U YIOTHO.

OH KaTaJcs 10 KPOBaTH, HE 3Has, CKOJIbKO BpeMeHHU IIPOILJIO.
Bapyr oH cen.
Ecnu Henb3s noutu K L3y fAHY, MOXKHO IIOUTH K ero MaTepu!

*[IpuMeuaHue aBTOpa: Brl, HaBepHOE, 3aMETHIIH, YTO Ha3BaHUEe U3MEHUIO0Ch. Tak morpeboBan
pemakTop. BHe3amnHo, s He yclena MpuoyMaTh APyroe, Tak YTO BpeMeHHO BeIOpajia YTo-TO Bpome
Ha3BaHUS OJII UCTOPHUHU. ECnu eCcTh Ugen — JenuTech!*

CkazaHo — cpesnaHo. L[3uH He mpenynpenus ClyKaHoK, HO, KaK TOJIbKO OH IMOKUHYI 3TO MecTo, HyH
03 u mpyrue mo4yBCTBOBAIM €I'0 OTCYTCTBUE, XOTh U C HEOOJIBIIION 3alePKKOii. Bhisla yKe HOYb, U
ellBa OH [IOCTUT UMIIePaTOPCKOTO IBOPIia B CTOJHUIIE, KaK CECTPHI-Tpu3paku u ®aHdsi OTEICKAH ETO.
lI3vH napuni Hag ABOPILIOM, pa3biCKUBas X0IOOHAIM [[BOpel], Korga OHU BO3HUKIIM Y HETO 3a CIIUHOM,



BCTPEBOKEHHO CITPOCHB:
— l'ocmopuH, B YTO 9TO?

OHu omacasnuch, He SIBUJICS JIX OH CHOBa yOMBaTh KaKoro-HUOyIb HMIIepaTopa.
1I3uH 6€33a00THO OTBETHUII:

— He cniutca. Xouy nosupats Math Li3u fAHa.

Onu ¢ oOneryeHreM BeIDOXHYHU. LI3uH ke 6opmoTan cebe Mo HOC:

— Koroperrit ke u3 Hux Xonogusii [IBopen? — OH monarai, 4To X0noaHbM [IBOpell AOMTXKeH ObITh
XOJIOMHBIM ¥ TEMHBIM, HO BO ABOPIIE AaKe HOYbIO IIOBCIOAY FOPEeNX OrHU. JIUIIbL OMHO MECTO TOHYJIO B
KPOMeITHOM TbMe, U L[3uH TyT Ke HanpaBuics Tyga. ®andsi, CIyCTHBIIASACS CIIPOCUTH HOPOTY Y
MaJIeHbKOH CJIy2KaHKH, BEPHYJIaCh KaK pa3 BOBpeMs — U, 110 CHACT/IMBOM CIIy4alHOCTH, LI3uH cam
OTBICKaJI Hy2kKHOE MEeCTO.

B riny6GrHe [BOpIla HOYbIO XOMUJIM CTOPOXKa, 0TOMBas BpeMs. Kak pa3 6ua 4eTBepTas cTpaxa. [[3uH,
3aMHTEPECOBABIINCH, HE CTajl CIEIIXUTh BHU3, a OB 3a ABYMSI CTpaKHUKaMHU 110 Bo3ayxy. Korga
Te, Tporasi MuMO XoJtogHoro JIBOpIla, CKPHITACH 3a TOBOPOTOM, MY flaXke CTaJl0 HEMHOTO JKaJlb.

Hyn 105 yka3arna BHU3:

— T'ocmoguH, BOH 0H, X0NOOHBIN [IBOpEI.

— Ara, — LI3uH OTJISIHYJICS Ha YOAJSIOMIKUXCS CTPAXKHUKOB U YIIBIOHYJICS. — 3a0aBHO, OJHAKO.
Hyn }03 u gpyrue He coepKaiu yiIbI00K:

— Ecnu BaM HpaBUTCS, MOXKeM U y ce0st BO OBOPIIe 3aBECTH TaKuX.

— He Hapmo, He To. UHTEPECHO, TOJIBKO KOTia JIFOOU 9TO HesatT. — LI3uH BcmoMHMI ¢ioBa L3y AHa u
COOOIIUIT UM:

— [I3u 11 cKa3as, YTO CTaHET UMIIEPATOPOM, a 5 OyAy ero uMIepaTpULe.

(0)17 HNNORN

LI31H CMOPIIUI HOC:

— PaHbIne 5 gymar, 4TO 3TO He TONUTCS, U He XOTeJl CorylalaThCs. A Tellepb IOHUMAI0, YTO OBITh
uMIlepaTpulleil 3mopoBo! BoT cTany umnepaTpuiieli — OyAy Kaxk[blil leHb CMOTPETh, KaK OHU BpeMs
oTOuBaioT. Beceno xe!

A KakK xe pa3Bop?

OHuU TeperasgHyIuCch, peuus, 4yTo L3u AH HeceT monHyo uyis! Eciu OH U BIPSIMb CTaHET
MMIIePaTOPOM, Pa3Be OH He XKEHUTCA Ha XKeHIHe? Pa3Be He 3aBefeT meTer? U MO3BONIUT NIPU3PaKy,
[a ellle ¥ MyK4YWHe, CTaTh UMIIepaTpUIen?

Benw TpoH-TO TIepenaBaTh HaAO.

Hyn FO3 yxe cobuparnach BbICKa3aTh CBOE MHeHNe. HeBUHHOCT TOCIIOAUHA — 3TO XOPOIIO, HO



HeJIb34 IIO3BOJIATE EMY OBITH CJTMIIIKOM HAWBHBIM M BO BCEM nmogomaBaTbCA TOMY t-IGJ'IOBGK}/'! Bort TyT-TO
" OOJIZKHA IIPOSABUTHECA MX POJIb CIIy2KAHOK. Ho L3un BIOPYT IIOOHSJI ITaJIel:

— Tcc! — Onu 3amepnu. 1I3uH Ke, B3BOJIHOBAHHO, YKa3a/l BHU3:
— Bon kTO-TO!

Onu TYT K€ YCTPEMHUJIX B3rISAObI BHHAI. H3-3a yriia, raoe TOJIBKO 4YTO IIPOINNIN CTPAaXKHUKHU, BOOJIb
CTeHBI Oexaja MaJeHbKas ClTyXKaHKa.

Ona GexXasa, OTJIAAbIBASsICH [0 CTOPOHAM, U fJaxe UM, Ipu3pakaM, ObII0 ICHO — 3afyMalia HegoOpoe.
113uH, 000KaBIIKY TONOOHEIE 3pEINIa, IPUIIENT B TOTHEINA BOCTOPT. OH CIIYCTUJICS Ha 3eMITIO,
cOenascs HeBUAUMEBIM U OBUHYJICS CIIEOM 3a CITy2KaHKOM, XKeJlasl y3HaTh, YTO OHa 3aTeBaeT. Houkio,
B TJIyXOM YTOJIKe IBOpIa, X0MogHEM [[Bopel] OblsT caMbIM O€3/TI00HEIM MECTOM, U 9Ta ClTyKaHKa
Ka3ajach MOJ03pUTENIbHEE UX CaMUX.

Bopora XomnogHoro [IBopiia ObIsiK 3amepThl OTPOMHBEIM MEIHBIM 3aMKOM. Cly>KaHKa, He
OCTaHaBIUBasCh, 0b6exkasa ero 1 I0pKHYyIa B Apyroi yroi. Tam OO eIé NyCThHHHEee, BCIOLY POCIIX
nukue TpaBhl. CoyxkaHKa, OyoydYu MajopoCiiol, CKpeIach B HUX 6e3 cimena. [Ipo6paBuIuck B caMyio
TJIyIIb, OHA OMyCTHUIaCh Ha KOJIEHHU, YTO-TO COCYKTAaa U BhHIHYJIA U3 CTEHBI TOABUKHbIM KUPIINY.

B cTeHe OTKpPHIIOCH HEOOMBIIOE OTBEPCTHE. KTO-TO U3HYTPU THUXO CIIPOCHUII:
— CecTpa, TH Ipuia?
[orioc cnyzKaHKU CHApyKU OBITT TAKUM K€ TUXUM, HO TOPOIIJTUBLIM:

— locnoxa npukasana geiicTBOBaTh CerogHs xe! 4 npsAtanace B yIily ¥ caMa BUIella, Kak
cTpaxHuKM yunu. [Toroponucs! Ckorga paccBeTeT!

— IToruMaro, TOJIBLKO...
CnyxkaHKa HeTepIelIuBo mepedua:

— l'ocnioxka He 3a0yzmeT TBOIO Harpany. Kak Tonbko meno Oynet coenaHo, TeOs cpa3y BEIBEOYT U3
Xomnopmuoro [IBoplia ¥ JafyT XOPOIIYI0 JOXKHOCTE. [laBait OricTpee!

— Ia, na, cectpa, He cepauck. — Ilocne 3TOro U3 0TBepCTUs OOJbIIE HEe HOHOCUIIOCH HU 3BYyKa.
CnyxkaHKa BCTaBHJIa KAPIIKUY 00paTHO U MpUCesa B YTy, BEIKUAS.

lI3vH MOpPrHYT U TyT Xe mepeseTen yepe3 cTeny. Hyn KOs, camas paccygutenbsHas, octaBuna do s
CIeOuTh 3a CIyKaHKoM, a caMa ¢ PaHdal nocnenoana 3a L[3nHoM BHYyTph XonoaHoro [IBopiia.

BayTtpu XomogHoro [IBopiia OO0 gaxe ONpsITHEE, UeM CHapyKu. XOTh MECTO U HaBeBaJlo TOCKY, IIpH
JIyHHOM CBeTe KaMeHHBbIE IIJIUTHL BHITJISIEe/ I YUCTO BEIMETEHHBIMY, M MeXy HUMU He POCIIO0
COPHSIKOB.

Ho uapuna 3peck moucTuHe MEPTBas TullimHa. CriyKaHKa, OKUaBIlas BHYTPH, BHTJIIAeNa CTapile
— JIeT OBA[IATH C IMIIHUM, a TO ¥ Oosbine. E€ ogexma Ipu IYHHOM CBeTe Ka3alach IMOHOIIEHHON U
yboroH, maxe XyxKe, 4eM y TOU JeBOYKHU CHAPYKHU. [IBUKEHUS €€ ObITM HeJIOBKUMHU, CKOBAaHHBIMH,
OHa IIIJIa, CJIOBHO ChEXKUBIIKUCEH, K OOMHOM U3 IBEPEN.

CHauana OHa IMPUJIOKHUIIA VX0 K ABEPH, HO BHYTPHU He OBIJIO CIIBIIIIHO HU 3ByKa. 3aT€M OHA TUXOHBKO



IIPHUOTKPEIJIA OABEPE U, KPAaOy4HCh, BOIIJIA. ,]:[06paBH.II/ICI:> IO maJbHEM YaCTH KOMHATH, TTe CTOsIJIa
KPOBATH C IIJIOTHO 3aJE€PHYTHIM II0JIOTOM, OHd OCTAaHOBHJIACH.

OHa oryisimenach 1o CTOPOHAM, HOCTajla M3-3a Ma3yxXyu MaJeHbKUY CBEPTOK U MOMBITANIACh PAa3BePHYTh
€ro, HO PYKHU €€ OpOXKaJlH.

B 9TOT MOMEHT 13-3a II0JI0Ta IOHECCS COHHBIM MIEIOT, ¥ OHA 3aMepilia.

Yepe3 MrHOBEHHUE 3BYKHU CTUX/IM, HO PYKH €€ 3aApozKaiy eé cuimbHee. Kazanock, oHa yxe
moxaresia 0 COLesIHHOM U XOTeJla YUTH, HO TYT IIOJIOT CHOBA 3alleBenuics. B yxkace oHa, HE
pa3myMbIBasi, CXBAaTUIa €IUHCTBEHHYIO CBeUy B KOMHATE U UTO €CTh CHJIBI LIBRIPHYJIA €€ Ha KPOBATh.

— ! — TTonor MTHOBEHHO BCITBIXHYII, IJITaMsi B3METHYJIOCh BEICOKO, 03apUB €€ JIUII0 OarpoBBIM
CBETOM.

OHa HecKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUM CMOTpeEJIa Ha 9TO, 3aTeEM B IIaHKWKe OpOCHIach IpoyYb, Jaxe HE 3aMETHUB,
YTO CBEPTOK BHITIA/ ¥ HEE U3 PYK.

[Tanei @aH(bBI:I IIPEBPATHUIICA B BETBb IIEPCUKOBOT'0 IE€PEBA, IIPDOTAHYJICA W IIOOXBATHUIL CBépTOK C
Ioja.

A cnacaTtpb U KOTo-TO?
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