HOub XKyH, cnerka moxsomnas cebs 1o IPyau, C YILIOKOM IPOu3Hecna:

— B aTu gHu, 61aromaps HalleMy NPUHITY, S TOKe MHOTOMY Hay4duJiach.

®andoit yIUBNEHHO TOOHSIA OPOBE:

— Bce BEI, m0OY, TaK KPaCHOPEYUBHI?

FOHb XKyH nuiub yCMeXHYIach U CIIPOCUIIA:

— A Kax nmoxwuBaeT rocuogut L3ux?

— Bcé€ B mopsiKe, Halll TOCIIOAWH HAaCTOIbKO CUIIEH, UTO 0OBIYHAsA CTpeia He cMOorya Okl eT0 PaHUTh.
— A paHa HalIero NpuUHIA...

— 1, — Pandai MaxHyIa PyKOU, — C HAIIUM IOCIIOAUHOM 3TO IIYCTSAKH.

HOup 2KyH 0CTOPOXKHO IPOJOJIKUIIA:

— He 3naere, yegert nu rocuoauH LI3un?

dandoit paccMesinace:

— OTO 3aBUCHUT OT €T0 XKeJlaHUs, HO, IyMalo, HaM eIll€ [I0JIr0 MPUAETCS OLITh BMECTE.
HOub XKyH OKOHYATENTbHO YCIIOKOUTIACh, ¥ Ha €€ JIulle MOSIBUIAaCh UCKPEHHSS VIIbIOKA.

TeM BpeMeHeM [IeBAThHIM IPUHI HAXOOUJICS B KapeTe, «Jiedach», «3ajleunBasi paHbl» U «OTAbBIXasg», B
TO BpeMs KaK YAHOBHUKY CHapPyXKU CTOSAJIN Ha KOJIEHAX, He CMes IIONHATHCSA, HeCMOTPSA Ha YTOBOPEL
Ysnub V u FOub XKyH. HaMeCcTHUK OTIIpaBUII JTIOfEN B ropof, 4YToOsI co6paTh BCeX Malo-MaJlbCKU
M3BECTHHLIX Bpauel, HO IIPUHII BCE PaBHO OTKA3bIBaJICS UX MPUHATH. HaMeCTHUK OBUT Ha TpaHU CIIES,
KJIQHASCh CHOBA U CHOBA.

Bomee Toro, HaMeCTHUK MPOBUHIMM ['yii, y3HAB 0 COOBITUSX HA TPAHUIIE ABYX IPOBUHIINM, B TAaHUKE
IpUOBIT CO BCEH CBOEH CBUTOM.

JTio C1oHB, TPUTAUBUIUNCS CPEIHU JTUCTBHI, YBUOET, KaK YMHOBHUKY U3 ['ys CcreurHo npubaukaloTcs, u
JIALIb QBIPKHY]L.

L3u dH 6wl Mr06KMMIIEM He W3-3a TOTO, YTO €T0 MaTh, HaloxkHuIa JIy, mo1b30Baiach
0J1ar0CKJIOHHOCTBIO UMIIEPATOPa, ¥ He M3-3a 3HAaTHOCTH CBoero pona. OH Obl1 671arOPOIHEIM,
00pa30BaHHKIM ¥ UCKYCHHIM B 00€BRIX MCKYCCTBaX, BEIAESSICh CPEIU IPYTHUX MpUHIEB. Pa3Be Mor
UMIIepaTop He JTIOUTH TaKoro chiHa? OpHako LI3u dH He ObUT BHICOKOMEPHHIM, XapaKTep V Hero ObI
MSITKWM, U JTy4Ille BCET'0 ero OIMMCHIBAJIO BHPaXKeHUe «SICHBIM, KaK BeCeHHee Hebo».

JTio Croub He yacTo obmancs ¢ Li3u dHoM, Tak Kak ObUI JOBEPEHHBEIM JIMI[OM UMIIepaTopa U JOJIXKeH
ObL11 coOmronaTh aucTauuio. ONHaX Ak Ba YAHOBHUKA U3 MUHUCTEPCTBA YUHOB BCTYIIHIIU B
KOH(JIUKT ¥ IPO3UIIACH JOUTH IO CaMOr0 UMIIEpaTopa. JTO IOBTOPSIOCH He pa3, U JaXke caM
rocyfapb He CMOT X IOMUPHUTE.

ViMmepaTop, yCTaBUIUK OT TaKUX A€, Iopy4ua pa3bupaTensctBo Jiio CloHMO.

Korpma ToT mpu6si1 B MUHUCTEPCTBO, TO YBUAE, KaK [EeBSATHIM IPUHI], CIy4allHO OKa3aBIIUUCS TaM, C



yIBIOKOM ¥ CO CKJIa[IHBIM BEEPOM B PyKax yMeJlo yIagull CIop. Bcero mapoi ciioB oH y6emun 000ux
YHHOBHMKOB, U T€ MPUHSIACH KJIIAaHSATHCSI €My B 3HAK YBaXKeHHUS.

BoT 3T0 OBLIO MacTepCTBO.

JTro CioHB He BEpHJI, UTO [EBSTHIA MPUHI] MOT YOUTH HacllegHUKa mpecTosna. Kak u MHOTHE
YUHOBHUKY B CTONHIE. []axke MPOCTOIIOOUHLI 3HAIHU, YTO HACIEOHUK CJIUIIKOM CJ1a0 3J0POBLEM M
HUKOTTIa He B30UAET Ha IIPECTOl.

3aueM OBLI0 ero yOuBaTh?

Ho ux HeBepue HUYET0 He 3HAYUIIO, Be[b UMIepaTop moBepu B 970! XoTs JIto CroHb 1 OBLI €70
IOBEPEHHBIM JIUI[OM, UCIIOJTHSBIIUM JIUIIb ITPUKA3Hl, B OYIIe OH CYUTAJI, YTO rOCydaph BIaj B
Mapa3M. CocTtapuscs ¥, Kak KaXObli ITpaBUTENTb, Hadyas I0403peBaTh COOCTBEHHBIX CHIHOBEH.

ToT caMbIll TPHUHII, SICHBIN, KaK BeCeHHee He0o, IT0Ih30BaJICs MMPeKPaCcHOM pemyTaluei cpenu
YUHOBHUKOB. Temneps ke, U3rHAHHBIN U3 CTOJIMIIH TI0 BOJIE OTIIA, OH OKA3aJICsl B TAKOM MecTe, I'ie
Iaxke HAMECTHUKU OCMEJTMBAINCh YHUXKATh €To.

Ho IIPUHII, Ka3aJIOCh, OCTaBaJICA TaKUM XKe CIIOKOMHBIM U HEBO3MYTHMEIM, KaK U B CTOJIUIIE.
Hu ogun prrOfI IIPUHII HE MOT' CDABHUTHCA C HUM B 3TOM HOCTOMHCTBE.

JTio CroHB BBIHYJI U3 PyKaBa HE(GPUTOBYIO TAaOIUYKY U yCMeXHYIICs. [IpencTaBieHre 3aKOHYUIIOCh,
Telepb MOXKHO OBLJIO BO3BpPAIATLCS B CTONUILY C OOK/IAIOM [Jig UMIlepaTopa. Bo BcSkoM ciyydae,
IeBSTHIN MTPUHII, T0X0XKe, 00JIbIIe He HAaXOOUJICS B OTIACHOCTH.

OH GecCIIyMHO CIPHITHYJI C BLICOKOTO iepeBa, B3o0pasicsl Ha OIMKanIIyio CKaly U OTIIPaBUIICS B
oOpaTHHIM NyTh, IPUIITIOPUB KOHSI.

K paccsety JIto CroHb yKe Ilepecek rpaHully IpOBUHLIKY ['yi 1 MYaJiCs 110 HalmpaBIeHUIO K CTOIHULIE.

Tem BpemeHeM CaHb AHb BEPHYJICS C HOBOCTSIMH, HO, HE YCIIEB BOUTHU B KapeTy, ObI/T CXBAaYeH U
OTBEHEH B APyroe MecTo. II0gHSB I'0JIOBY, OH YBUAEI, YTO HAXOOUTCS B IIEPCUKOBOM Cafy, a mepeq
HUM CTOUT PaHO3H C XITHICTOM B PYyKe, YIE0asiCh €My KOKETIIHBO:

— Bepnyncs?
— Cectpuna... — cmabo yneionyncs CaHb AHb.
— Krto Tebe cectpuna?! Ecnu s He Mory oToy6acUTh TOTO, TO TEDOS-TO YK TOYHO CMOTY!

®andoit MTHOBEHHO CMeHUJIa yIHIOKY Ha T'PO3HBIM BUJI, B3MaxXHyJa XIsICTOM, M CaHb AHb Hadal
MeTaThCs, 3aBhIBas Tak, OyATo ero cHoBa mpuKoHumIn. FOHb KyH 3aKphisia I7la3a U IPUHSIACh
MBICJIEHHO YUTATh CYTPHL.

— Byners opate — mo30By do K3, uTo6k OHa ToxkKe TeOs1 oTxnecTanal
Canb AHB TyT XKe 3aMOJT4aJl, 3Hasi, YTO Ta CECTPHULA KyHa CypOBee.
— Cecrtputia, Oerite, 6erite cunbHee! JInuib Ok BaM OBIIO XOPOIIO!

OHb XKyH He cMmoryia caepxkaTth cMexa, a CaHb AHBb C TOpPeUbI0 IIOAyMaJl, YTO U XOPOIINY YeI0BEK
TIOPTUTCS, OKPYKEHHBEIA 060POTHSIMH!



Canb AHS CXBaTWIM U 0TBenH K L3y dHY, 4TOOB COOOUIUTH €My HOBOCTH.

LI3uH, yCIbIIaB 3TO, C JTI0OOMBITCTBOM CIIPOCHIT:

— Ko Takoii JIio CioHB?

— 3TO IOBEPEHHOE JIUII0 MOET0 OTIa-uMIIepaTopa, — YeCTHO O0TBeTu L3u AH.

— Orer-uMmiepaTop? — nmpobopMmoTan LI3uH, cCHOBa BCIIOMHUB, 4TO L[3u A1 — npunIl. OH QLIPKHYII:
— 4 xo4y gomotii.

— A OGymMaxXHBIU 3Mei?

I3uH nmogymait:

— OH MHe HyXeH.

[TpuHIT B3DOXHY ¢ o0nerdenueM, Ho 1[3uH moGaBumi:

— Hapucyu MHe ero ceruac xke! Kak TOJIBKO 3aKOHYUIID, S YULY AOMOU. A 4epe3 HECKOJIBKO JHEH,
KOTZla ThI TOIIPABUILLCS, S BEPHYCh, UTOOH YOUTHL TEOS.

— MHe KaxeTcs, Te0e nydle 0CTaTbCsl CO MHOM. A BOPYT g cOery? — cepbe3HO npentoxkum Li3u dH.

— Xa! Kynma O THI HE cOezkaJl, s BCE paBHO Haumy Te0st! — L[3uH ropao mogHsiI mogO0pPonoK, T
Ha Hero CBEICOKA.

LI3u 9= He cMOT crep:KaTh YMHUIEHUS U BHe3amHo o0HsT [[3uHa. TOT 3aMeIKascs, X0OTea OTTOIKHYTh
€ro, HO I04YeMy-TO He cMOr. B 9T0oT MOMeHT LI3u fH B3goXHYI:

— Mo# MaIbII.
—  He manbim! — [[3WH MONBITAJNICS BRIPBATLCS, CIIy4alHO 3afeB paHy L3u fAHa.

Bonb Ovlna HE3HAUUTENbHOM, HO L3u f1H npeyBeInyeHHO 3aCTOHA, IPUTBOPUBIIKUCH, YTO BOT-BOT
JUIIKTCS YYBCTB, ¥ Kpemue o6Hsn LI3uHa.

— YrT0... YTO CAyYHIIOCH? — ucmyrasncs [[3uH.
— OcTaHbCs CO MHOHM, — C1abbIM To10cOoM Ipou3Héc 113u 1. — MHe [eiCTBUTETbHO HEeXOPOIIIO.

— 4 Brineuy Te6s MONMHOCTHIO, — CKa3an LI3uH, npoTaruBas pyky, Ho L[3u dH OBICTPO CXBaTHUI €€.
[lyTka nu — ecyy paHBl IOJTHOCTHIO 3aKUBYT, KakK XKe 0H OymeT mpuTBOpsAThCSI? Ho BCIyxX OH CKa3an
HHOE:

— ThI caM BUOMUIID, YTO JaxKe OOBIYHBIE YMHOBHUKY HE IIpUXoOsaT MEHS BCTPEYaATk. IToka s PaHEH,
OHH TakK cels BeOyT. Ecnu a1 BBEI3AOPOBEIO, OHX CHOBA HAUYHYT MEHA YHUXKATh.

— Ho T ke npunIy! Kak oHM MOTYT? — MCKpPEHHE He MoHUMaJ LI3uH.
— MeHs okneBeTasn OpaT, ¥ OTeIl] MEHs OTBEPT. MeHs U3rHaU CIofla, — C TPYCThIO oTBeTUN Li3m AH.

LI3uHy cTano ero xkanb. Kakou xxe HeCYaCTHHIM IPUHI!



— [ToaToMy MHe HYyKHO, 4YTOOBI PaHbI 3aKUBaJU ToMenjieHHee, — nobasun L[3u AH, Bups, uto Li3un
MOJTYUT. — KTO 3HAET, CKOJILKO eIl JIIofel 3aX0TSAT MeHs YOUTh Ha 9TOM IyTH?

LI3WH HaXMYPHUJICS. DTOT IIPUHI] ¥ BIPSIMBb OB 2KaJI0K, Maxke 00JIbIlle, YeM TOT YYEHEIH, KOTOPOTO
orpabumu pa30ONHUKH.

OH mogyMasn u, HalOJIHUBIIKUCH PEIIMMOCThI0, CKa3al:

— He 0oiics, g 3auqumty Tebs! A npoBoxy Te6s B MpoBuHIKIO U!
113u dH yneibHyNACSA U Kpernde o0HsN LI3uHa:

— Cnacubo. { Tebsg oOMaHy, a THl BCE PaBHO Tak H00p KO MHe.
BcnomuuB 06 oOMmaHe, LI3uH CHOBa HaXMYPHJIICS:

— 4 npoBoXKy Te0s B MPOBUHLKIO Y, HO TOTOM BCE paBHO yObIO, TIOTOMY YTO ThI MeHsI 0OMaHy!
HukTo HMKOrma He cMeJl MeHs 0OMaHEBATh!

— Xopo1uo, s BUHOBAT. YOel MeHs1, — MATKO cornacuics Li3u fH, He maBasg LI3uHy NpomonXuTh. — A
Teleph g pacckaxy Tebe UCTOPHUIO.

— Xopomio, — LI31H MOKOPHO KUBHYJI, OTBJIEKASICE.
L3u fAH oToiycTUmn ero u npukasas YsHe Y OTHPaBIATLECA B TOPOX NPOBUHLIMY U.

Y1MHOBHUKH, CTOSBIIINE Ha KOJIEHSX, YCIJIBIIIAB, 9YTO OH y€32Kde€eT, ITOIIOJI3TIN BHepéI[, YMOJISsA ero
ocTaThCd, HO L3y AH IIPOUTHOPHPOBAJI UX, U KaPeTad OBUHYJIACh B IIyTk. YKWHOBHUKHU, BUIS, YTO UX HE
CIIylIaloT, B IaHUKE ITOJHAINCE U IIOTAHYJIUCH 3a KapeTOﬁ, CJIOBHO BepPEHUIla Ky3HE4YHNKOB.

CBura IIPUHIIa HAKOHEN-TO MOI'Jia B3OOXHYTh C 00IeTYeHNEM.

Kaperta Li3u {dHa Haxomuiaachk B LIEHTPE MPOLECCUH, IBUTAsCh HETOPOIIJIUBO, KaK U ero I'oJioc,
paccKa3bBaBIINY UCTOPUIO.

[I3¥H BHMMATEIbHO CIYIIAJ, HO BCKOPEe BRIPAa3uJI HeIOBOILCTBO:

— OTO UCTOpUS O IpU3PaKe U YUEHOM, a He 0 IPHUHIIE!

L13u 9H ¢ cCepbe3HBIM BUAOM OTBETHUII:

— B npoBuHnuu M Bce uctopuu o mo0BU MeXKAY MIOAbMU U NTPU3pakKaMy UMEHHO TaKHe.
— TuI cHOBa MeHs oOMaHEBIBaelb! — o0BuHMI LI3uH.

— 4 obmanyn Tebs TOIBKO ONMH Pa3, ¥ TO [0 YBaXKUTEIbHOU nMpuunHe. bosbiine He Oyxy.
— Ho mouemy ucropuu takue?

L3u AH Havyas BLIAYMBIBATH:

— HcTtopu#, 4TO TH YMUTaJ, KyIJIE€HH B CTOJIUIIE, BEPHO?

— Ia, — kuBHYI LI3uH.



— MMmepaTop ¥ IPUHIIEI XKUBYT B CTOJIUIIE, ¥ JIIOOU TaM yXKe IIPEeCHTUINCh UMU. KTO 3axo4yeT 0 HUX
yutaTth? [loaTOMy nuiIyT 00 YYEHBIX. A B TPOBUHIMYU M HUKTO He BUIEJNl HU UMIIEpAaTopa, HU
IIPUHIIEB, TaK YTO UCTOPUU O HUX KaXKyTCS CBEXKUMU U UHTEPECHEIMHU.

— ThI, HaBepHOE, CHOBA MEHS O6MaHI:>IBaeI.T.IB, — C COMHEHHEM CKasal LI3uH.
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