— lla-ma! — YMHOBHUKHY, IIPEKIJIOHUBIINE KOJIEHH, 00JIer4€éHHO B3OOXHYIIU, IIOOHAJIXCH, IIOOOIIINA K
IIOBO3KE, IMMOKJIOHUTHUCE U OCTOPOZXKHO 3alJIAHYIJIX BHYTDb.

I[Tpu cBeTe dakesoB Neper HUMU IpeACTal AeBATHY IPUHII, BeCh B KPOBU, OYATO Ha Kpao rubenu.
Horu y HUX IOIKOCUTIHCE.

E1m1é mpoinoi oceHbio, BO BpeMs 9K3aMeHOB, 13-3a MaXWHALUH HEeCKONIbKO pa3 MpHe3kKan
MMIIePaTOPCKUE PEBU30PHI, U MHOTHE JTUIIAIKNCh CBOUX IIAIl0YeK C MapukoM. CIyKUIM OHU Temeps C
IpeeIbHON 0CTOPOXKHOCTBIO, U, YCIIBIIIAB, YTO OTBEPTHYTHIA UMIIEPATOPOM NEBSTHIH IIPUHII
HaIpaBisgeTcs B MUxKO0y, KTO ITOCMeJT OBl C HUM CBSI3HIBATHCSA? [laxke 3HAs, YTO MPHUHI] BOT-BOT
MOJIXKEH MPUOLITh, HUKTO He BEI3BAJICS BCTPETUTD €0, HUKTO HE XOTeJI OBITh IIEePBLIM.

Ycnbllas 0 paHEeHUY IPUHIIA, OHU PEIINUIN, YTO 3TO IIpeyBeInYeH e NN BhIpaXKeHrue HeJOBOIbCTBa,
U eXaJii C HeOXOTOH.

Teneps Ke OHU BULENIU — OH U BIPSAMb IIpU CMePTH!

Konen!!! ITycTs uMIiepaTop u He XKalyeT 3TOTO ChIHA, HO 3TO BCE XK€ eIMHCTBEHHHIN ChIH, KOTOPOTO
OH caM Hocun Ha pykax! Korma-To 9T0 OB caMblll TI0OMMBIH [eBATHIN IpuHIl! YMpu oH B Muxkoy —
pa3Be UMIIepaTop CTaHET ero HeHaBUeTh? Torga BCeM YMHOBHUKAM TYT U KOHel!

Bce YMHOBHUKM CHOBa PYXHYJIM Ha KOJIEHH — Ha 3TOT pa3 y HUX U BOPAMb HE OCTAJIOCh CUJI CTOATh.
HOup KyH npoponxkuia ¢ KaMEHHBIM JIULIOM:

— Bce rocnoga YuHOBHUKY BUOenu? Ycrnokounuch? Haill npuHI He oOMaHBIBal Bac?

— He cmeem! — Bunosue!! — [Tochmanuch MomoOHEIE OTBETHI.

FOuw XKyH Kumena oT 310CTH. Boiifg B IOBO3KY, OHa C CHUJION 3axJIONHYJa ABeph. O6epHYBLINCH, OHA
yBHUeNa, KaK Ha JIMlle UX IPUHIAa BOPYT MeNIbKHYJa yIsI0Ka, @ B BO3[yXe MOBKCTIa poxjafa. Ha
JI03Ke BO3HUKJIA elleé omHa purypa.

FOup XKyH cnerka npuoTKphijia POT. ITO OB rocnoauH LI3uH.

JIuno 1I3uHa GBIJI0 HAMPSIXKEHO, HOC CMOPIIEH, HO, YBUAEB IPOMUTAHHYIO KPOBLIO ofexkay LI3u fHa,
BCE ero BhHIpaXKeHHe pa30M U3MEHHUJIOCh.

[poxalieil pyKou OH MOTSHYJICS K paHe, HO Ha IOJIIIYTH ero JIafoHb IlepexBaTuiia pyka Li3u fAxHa.
— 3aueM BepHYyJcsa? — crnpocun Li3u dH. ['onoc ero 3Bydan mpoxJiafiHO, TafoHb Oblla eIllé X0JI0fHee.

Pyka LI3uHa oka3asnach B 60JbII0# TEMOM Mafonu 1[3u fHa, ¥ OH 3amaHUKOBAJ elllé cunbHee. OH
HEeTepIIeNIMBO IIOMBITANICS BEIPBATHCS, YTOOB JOTPOHYTHCS OO PAHBl, HO CIIUIIKOM PE3KOoe [BUKEHHE
IOTPeBOXKUJIO e€, U L[3u dH 3acToHan ot Oonu. L[3uH 3aMep, UCIIyTaHHO IIPUKYCUB I'y0y, ¥ yCTABUIICS
Ha [I3u flHa MIKUPOKO paCKPHITEIMYU IJla3aMu.

LI3u 9dH c TpymoM nepeBen ObIXaHue U CHOBa CIIPOCHUITL:
— He xoTen MeHs BUpeTh. 3a4eM BEPHYICI?

— 4, q...



— 4 oOManyn Te0s1. 3aueM BEPHYIICS?

— 4... — II3uH He ymen nrats. OH ¥ caM He 3HaJ, 3aueM npumen. Hyr FOs ckasana, 4To TOT
MICTeKaeT KPOBBIO ¥ BOT-BOT YMPET! OH HU 0 YEM He AyMaJl, IPOCTO BEICKOUU. Ho OH CMyTHO
YyBCTBOBAJ, UTO Takylo npasny LI3u Ay rosoputs Henb3st! OH cxkan ry0sl ¥ IpoMoiTdai, Opyrou
PYKOH CHOBA IIONBITABIIUACH JOTAHYTHCS [0 PAHBL.

Ho gpyras pyka Li3u flHa npukphUIa paHy.
— Ecnu He meuuts, TH yMpeus! — 3abecnokouncs LI3uH.
L3u fH ycmexHynca:

— 4 obmanyn Tebs. Ecnu s ympy, pa3Be He XopoIno? 4 Benb U He YUEHBIN, U €3 CMepTH HE CMOTY
CTaTh MEPBLIM Ha 9K3aMeHaX.

— e — LI3uH CHOBa KpEMKO IPUKYCHUJI I'y0y.

— Ckaxu MHe, 3ayeM BepHYJICA. CKaXy — U [I03BOJIIO JIEYUTE.

— A ecnu He CKaxy... — TUXO0 crpocu’ LI3uH.

— Ympy.

— — I'masa II3uHa cranu erné OoJbIme.

L3u fAu mouyBCcTBOBaN cebsl MOAJIEIIOM — TaK M3OeBaThCs HAl HUM.

Ho mamaTts Yy 9TOr0 gyXa Obla KOpOTKOI;I, 1 HEKOTODEIE BEIINU HY2KHO 6131]'[0, YTOOBI OH IIpuU3HaJ CaM,
— TOJIBKO TOT'oa OBLIT IIMTaHC, 9YTO OH XOTb YTO-TO 3allIOMHHUT.

JT1O0T OyX CIIaC eMYy XU3Hb, HpI/IBéJ'I B CBOM [OM, 3aCTaBUJI XKEHUTHCS Ha HEM. 3HAYUT, Tellepb OHU U
BIIDABAOY 2KE€HATHI. Henwss 6p0C&Tb €ro Ha IIOJIIIYTH, HEJIb34 OTKA3BIBATECA OT HETO — 3TO TOXKE
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH MaJIEHBKOI'O AyXad.

LI3uH Bcé mom4an. LI3u SIH Co BCei CUITBI XJIOMHYJI JIaIOHBIO IT0 paHe — U KPOBb XJIHIHY/IA y HETO U30
pTa.

1I3uH oTOpOIEN Ha MTHOBEHUE, @ 3aTEM B yXKace pacIijiakaics.

— 41... 1 He x04y, YTOOHI TH YMep! — PHIgA OH.

— He xouets, 94TOOH 9 yMep? — TUX0 nepecnpocun Li3u .

1I3vH 3aKuBaJ, APYrod PyKOM yXBaTUBIINCH 3a ofexpay LI3u dHa:

— 4 He x04y, 4YTOOHI THI YMED, HE YMUPAii, T03BOJIb MHE BBIJIEUUTH Te0S, X0po11o? Xopo1io?

ManeHbKUH AyX IIJIaKaJl TakK Xkajio0HO, paHa ero HblJla HECTEPIIUMO, a B Ceplle y Hero OBITIO Tak
pamocTHO?

OH u BpaBay OBLI IOIIEIIOM.

L13u f1H B3MOXHYN U, YYBCTBYS cebs ele 60JbIIUM MTOIEII0OM, CIIPOCHIT:



— IMToueMy He X04eIllb, YTOOHI 5T ymep?

— e — LI3uH pa3xai Mmanbllbl, BUEUBIINECS B ONEKMY, BEITED CIE3R! U, BCXJIUITHIBAS,
npo0opMOTat:

— Ecnu T yMpénib, HeKoMy OyIeT paccKa3blBaTh MHE UCTOPHU, HEKOMY KYTIUThL 30JI0TOT0 JPaKOHa,
HEKOMY [epKaTh MeHS 3a TEIYI0 PYKy, HEKOMY...

OH He cMmoT IIPOA0IIXKaTh, peigad 0e3 0CTaHOBKW.

OH OBITT ¥ BIIpaBAY Y2KaCHBIM ToajielioM. 113u AH MBICTIEHHO TSI2KeJ0 B3JOXHYJ — IMIPOJO0IXKATh OH yKe
He MOT.

OH MenyieHHO yOpas JTafioHb, TPUKPHIBABILNYIO PaHy, ¥ PACKPBUT 00BATHA. MaleHbKUM JyX IPUKaJICS
K €T0 TPY/H, CBOEeH JTaJJOHbI0 IPUKPLIB paHy. 1[3u dH mouyBCTBOBa, KaK B TEJIO BIMBAETCS
IIPOXJIQHEIN TIOTOK, ¥ PaHa CTajla 3aTATuBaThCsa. OH MPUKPHL I'71a3a, JIQMOoHbI0 IIPUKAB I'OJIOBY AyXa
K CBOEMY CEPALY.

CIBIIINT U TOT €T0 cepAauedueHue?

IomxHO OBITh, 3TO U BIIPaBOY OnlTa POKOBas CBA3b. ManeHbKUH OyX CTaJl ero COKpPOBHUILEM, a TOT
OazKe He Bedall 00 9TOM.

Ecnu ecTh oyxu u 000POTHHU, 3HAYHUT, €CTh U 60KECTBa.
HebGecHrle 603KeCTBa, SIBUTE MUJIOCTh — IIOMOTHUTE MOEMY MaJIeHbKOMY [yXY IIOHSTh MOU YyBCTBA.

— Tebe yxe nyyine? — MaJieHbKUH [yX IOTHS TOJIOBY, IaflOHb €T0 BCE elll€ JiexXaa Ha paHe. U3-
0[] IJTMHHBIX 3aTHYTHIX pecHUIl Ha 1[3u fdHa CMOTpesu MOoIHEE CTpaxa riasa.

9TOT B3TrJIAA OBIJT OCTPee THICSY CTPEJI, BIMBAIOIINXCS B CaMOe CepaIle.

1131 dH NpuUKOCHYJICS MOAYIIeYKOM Iasblia K ero IIeKe u, TS PSIMOo B I'1a3a, cKasal:
— Tebe He HpaBUTCS, KOTA ST 30BY Te0OsSI MaJIeHbKUM JyXOM?

— He npasurcs!

LI3u dH cmabo yaeiOHYIICS eMy:

— Torpga s 6ymy 3BaTh T€OS MaIBIIIOM. XOPOIIO?

LI3uH X0TeJ CKa3aTh «He X0POIIo» — OH rocuoauH 1I3uH, a He rocrnoauH Marneiir! Manbim L3uH —
3BYYHUT yXKacHO!

Ho cka3zan oH:

— [Touemy?

113u 9dH omapun ero npekpacHoO# yaLI0KOM:
— Cekper.

— e — LI3un Hapy”n ry0sl, oTTONKHYN 1131 fHa u B3rISHY Ha €ero paHy — Ta mouTu 3axuna. O



CHOBa IIPOTSHYJI PYKY, YTOOBI TOAJIEYUTD.
— Manesim, — mo3Ban L3u 1.

Teno LI3uHa 3aCThINIO, BCE CYIIECTBO €ro MIPOH3UIO CTPaHHOe, CKOBHIBaloIlee MoKasiBaHue. OH
pacTepsHHO 006xBaTUJ ceOs pyKaMu, IBHO He ITOHMMasl, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT.

I3u fAH XKe DOHAN ¥ PagOCTHO PaCCMEeSIICS.
Ho cmex ero BepHy: LI31Ha B peajbHOCTD.

LI31H NPUIIOMHWII, YTO TOJILKO YTO HAarOBOPHUJI, U HaCTPOEHUE ero UCIOpTUnock. OH OTOEPHYII TafoHb
U CepauTo OYpKHYIIL:

— 4 He x04y, YTOOHI THI YMEP, IIOTOMY 4TO S X0uy yOuTh TeOst cam! 4 meuy Tebs TOIBKO OJIST TOTO,
YTOOBI TOTOM YOUTH COOCTBEHHBIMU pyKamu! TonbKo s Mory Te0s1 yOuTh!

— Xoporo.

— ¢ nnakani moToMy, 4TO IOAyMaJ: He cMOTy yOuTh Tebs1, He cMory youTh oOMaHImKKa. Y MHe cTaso
rpycTHO!

— BepHo, — cornacuncs L3u fdH.

— e THl He BepULLb?

— Bepro. { monpasmniock u ocTaBiio cebs s Tebs — yOuBal, — cepbe3HOo cKasain L3u fH.
LI3uH 0071€TYEHHO B3TOXHYI:

— BoTt umenHo!

[I3u Adu cHOBa paccMmesiicd. LI3MH HaxMypuics:

— THI HaIO MHOHM CMEENILCSa?

LI3u f1H, 3aKpHIB I'71a3a, CMesics oT pyumu. L[3uH paccepauics emé 6oblIe:

— Tvl TOYHO Haflo MHOM cMeénurbest! 4 yxoxy! Bombie He X04y TeOST BULETH!

EnBa ymamochk ero BLIMaHUTh — KyfIa 3Ke OH CHOBa cobpasncs? LI3u fH pe3Ko BOOXHYII — ¥ CHOBa
Hamnyran Li3uHa.

— Tebe... Bcé emie€ O0TbHO? — CIIPOCHI TOT.

L13u 9 coenan cnabyio yIbIOKY:

— Emeé semuoro.

—_— . — Ha nuie LI3vHa CHOBa MEJIBKHYJIO COXKaJIeHUE.
— He yxogu, — 1131 dH OpOTSHYJ K HEMY PYKY.

— 4 YXO}KY! — TOHY Maneiiia [i3uHa OBLT penuTeJIbHEIM, HO CKPBITh CO2KAJIEHWA Ha JINIe OH HEe MOT.



— Ocranbcs. [TocMOTpH, KakK 5 ITOJTHOCTHIO TIOTPABIIIOCH, — U YOBEIL MeHsI, — L[3u fAH yxBaTum ero
3a pyKy. — Byny pacckasbiBaTh Tebe UCTOPUM, KYIITIO 30JI0TOTO APaKOHa, BETPSIHYI0 METIbHUILY,
KOTOPYIO B IIPOLIIBIN pa3 obelran, — eIné He KYMuJl. 3aBefly B 03epe 30JI0THIX PLIOOK, MOMIEM BMeCTe
BBIOMpPATH, TyCTh COCTABIT KOMIIAHKIO TBOEMY ApPYyTYy LIBeTouky. B MU0y MHOTO BKYCHOTO,
MHTepecHOTo. T Korga-HuOyab 3amyckan 6yMaxKHOTo 3Mes?

Mansim 1[3uH moamancst Ha yrOBOPH U C JII00OMBITCTBOM CIIPOCHIT:
— BbymaxHoro 3mes?
LI3u dH yka3an Ha He0O:

— On MoxerT netathb B HeOe. Crenaio Tebe GyMazKHOTO 3Mes B Bifie He6ECHOTO KOHS, CaM HapHUCYIo.
Heb6ecHbIN KOHb — 3TO KOHb, Ha KOTOPOM e30T 602KeCcTBa.

LI3uH pa3unyn poT. Bce ero Mbiciu ObUIM yKe 3aXBaYeHBl 3TUM XUTPOYMHBIM [E€BSITHIM IPUHIIEM U3
Mupa moped. OH gaxe cKasaml:

— §1 xouy OyMaxkHOTO 3Mes B BULE 30JI0TOT0 IpaKoHa!
LI3u f1H MBICIIEHHO B3[OXHYJI C 00/eryeHreM — HaKOHEI-TO yAanoch ero yoonrats. OH KUBHYI:
— Hapucyo.

Kak Tonpko Ll3un mosiBumncs, FOHb 2KyH 1o4yBCTBOBaIa, KakK YbsA-TO PyKa YBOOUT e€. OUHYBIINUCH, OHA
TIOHSIJIa, YTO BCE eIllé B ITOBO3Ke, HO HE BUAWT HU MPUHIlA, HU TocmoguHa L[3uHa.

OHa 3amaHUKOBasa, HO TYT C yNbIOKOM Bo3HUKIIA PaH(3l 1 CKa3ayia He BOJTHOBAThCSI — 3TO IIPOCTO
Oaprep.
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