— He mpocTo xopoimo! — Beimanui ABrycT. — Byas s He B Kypce, 9To Thl — 0aOHUK, a MOM OTeI] —
0e3yMHO BI0OJIEH B MaTh, s ObI 3aIIOIO3PUII BaC B KAKOU-HUOYOb U3BPAIIEHHON HEMEIKOH urpe!

— Bupuis, g ToxKe MOTY XOPOIIIO OTHOCUTLCS K 4esloBeKy, — Puyapn Il npuHANCs moKa3biBaTh CBOIO
mpaBoTy. — Ho Bompoc B ApyroM: 3aueM MHe JTI0OUTh CBOUX JeTei?

— Yrto? — ABTyCT O0CTONOEHET.
— Tebe moBe310 OBITH CEIHOM BunbrenbMa. Mapuu He m0Be3710 OBITh MOEM Ho4epbio. BOT u BCE.

3HaueHne Mapuu u apyrux ang Puuyappa II 6bi10 cpoguu 3HadeHuio Padasns — oH BEIHYKOEH OBII
MUPHUTBLCS C UX CYIIeCTBOBaHKWEM, HO 9TO He 00513bIBajI0 €0 UX JIIOOUTD.

— 4 manm uM XHU3Hb, 00ECIIeYnI KPOBOM U MHUINEH. 1 BEITIOTHUI OTIIOBCKUM [IOJT.
— Torpga mouemy Tebs Tak BOJIHYET, HeHABUAUT N TeOss Mapusi?! — He 1moBepus ABTycCT.

— Ecnu TBO# COXUTENB, C KOTOPHIM TH BPOJie JIafiUIlb, BOPYT 3asBUT, UTO HEHABUAUT Te0s, — TeOs
3TO OCTaBUT PABHOAYIIHEIM? — PE30HHO MmapupoBan Puuapp II. — 4 He XKpan, yto Mapus 6ynet
MeHS JII0OUTh, PaBHO KaK U OHa He [OJIKHAa XKOaTh 9TOro oT MeHs. Ho x0T Obl He HeHaBUETh,
BepHO? { Belb €€ He HEHABUXKY.

— ...Yero xe TH TOTga X04ellb?

— MupHOro cocymecTBOBaHUSA? — HAaXMYyPUBIINUCH, II0CJIe HEJOITOr0 pa3gyMbs oTBeTHa Pudapp I1. —
CaMmble OJIM3KKEe He3HAKOMIIH.

[TpomomkeHue pofia 3al0KEeHO B MyKCKOY IIpupofe; 6e33aBeTHOe B3pallliBaHNUe II0OTOMCTBa — B
keHcKoi. [To kpatineit mepe, Puuapp II Ot B aTOM yO0exknmeH. OH cornariancs, 4YTo U 3Beph He
TPOHET CBOET0 JEeTEHHIINA, HO ¥ He CUUTAJ, YTO pPafgy OeTell CTOUT KepTBOBaTh BCEM.

— W TH HafleelIbCcs HAa MUPHOE COCYIIIeCTBOBaHHUE TIOCTIe TOT0, Kak 3amep Mapuio B Tayape psmoM C
eé memoM? — Ha cell pa3 maxe ABTYCTY 3aX0TeJIOCh TOCMEeSIThCS Haf ASOUHON HauBHOCTHIO.

— HaBepHoe, HeT, — KuBHYJ Pryapp II.

VIMeHHO 1T03TOMY OH IpebhIBajl B TaKOM npocTpaiuu. OH OBIJT STOUCTOM, HECTIOCOOHBIM OBITH OTIIOM,
HO IIPY 3TOM He KejaJl, 4ToObl eTH HeHaBHUIeNu ero 3a 370. OTKyza B3s71ach Takas yBePEeHHOCTH?
BeposATHO, OT 0CO3HAHUS CBOETO KOPOJIEBCKOr0 cTaryca. OH IOCTOSSHHO BpallaiCs CPpeny KeHIWH U
MUHUCTDPOB, BRIHYKIEHHEIX €MY JIbCTHUTE.

ABTyCT OKOHYATEIbHO OCTaBUJI IIOIBITKY MOHATh NPUYYAIUBYIO JIOTUKY OAOMN.
— TToxoxe, TH ¥ He cOOMpaeIIbCs NOOUBATHCS €€ MPOLIEHUS.

Puuapp II He cTan oTBedaTh cpady, a 3agajl BCTPEYHBIN BOIIPOC:

— A TH fyMaelllb, OHa MEHS IPOCTUT?

— Hert! — TBEpOO 3aBUN ABTyCT.

— {1 ToxXe Tak gyMalo, — KUBHYJI KOPOJIb. — TakK K 4eMy TOrfia CTapaTbCs?

— Hy... 4To0BI OHa B KOHIIe KOHIIOB He Bo3xkesasa Te0s youts? — Puyapp I, KoHe4YHO, He cUuTas



Mapwuto Ha 3TO CII0COOHOM, HO CaMa MBICTIb, YTO COOCTBEHHOE OUTS HEHABUOUT TeOSI CMEPTENILHO,
yX&Ke yopydarna.

— B TBoUX cnoBax ecTh pe30H. Tak 4To Xe TH Ipensaraelnsb? — Puuapp II 3anpoKuHYJI TOJI0BY,
TJISIAST Ha OCJIENUTENIbHO-30JI0THE BOJIOCH ABrycTa. B HUX eMy BUeJICS cTapiuuii 6paT B eTCTBe. TOT
TOXKe JII00MJI CMOTPETh Ha HEr0 CBePXy BHU3, COKPYIIEHHO B3akxas: «4T0 xKe MHe ¢ TOOOU [enaTh,
Puuapn?» — u pemast Bce ero mpo0IeMHl.

— ¢ npepnara... HeT, MOS0 — OTIyCTH Mapuio. Ecnu He Xo4yelllb HajlaXXUBaTh OTHOLIEHUS, XOTS
Obl HE yCyTyOIIsiA.

Vuaue mucc Mapus U BOPSMb MOXKeT KOTga-HUOyIb 3aHECTH Hafl TOOOM KUHKAI.

— A Kaxk Xe Mos penyTauusa? — crouno Puyapny Il BEIUTY U3 MeTaHXOJIUYHOI0 HACTPOS, KakK OH
BHOBb ITpEBpAIIajICs B TOTO CAMOT0 THPaHa, KOTOPHIY 6eCusl BCcex BOKPYT.

— Thl IpeanoYuTaellb pernyTaluuo — JOYepru? — He II0BEPUJI CBOUM yIIaM ABIYCT.
— Ila, — Puyapg Il cMOTpesn Ha HEro ¢ HeMOoAOeIbHBIM HeJoOyMeHueM. — UYTO 37eCh HETIOHATHOI0?
— ...JIa B Te0Oe BoOOIIe HUYETO HETIOHATHOTO HEeT! — BHIPBAJIOCh V¥ ABIyCTa.

— Twl u BIpaBAy, Kak roBapuBajl BumbrenbM, 1erko nNoaoaembcs Ha IIPOBOKAINY, — YCMEXHYJICS
Puyapg II.

OH MOMKITANCS TEPEBEPHYTHCS... HO HE CMOT MOJHSTHCS. JIMIIL C TTOMOLIBI0O ABI'YCTa eMy YOaloCh
yCeCThCsI Ha MSTKYI0 KpoBaTh. OT/IBIIIABIINCH, OH TPOJOJIKUIT:

— Jlapguo. [Ipennioxu MHe IjIaH, KakK IOCTYyIuUTh ¢ Mapueii. Ecnu moHpaBUTCS — CHela 0-TBOEMY.
He noHpaButcsi — no-ceoemy. Y Tebs ogus manc. HaunHaii.

— A MOXHO MHE...

— Be3 mocToponHeii nomoiy, — Pudapp II OblsT TOTOB cOeaTh MIEMSHHUKY Ofl0KEHNe, HO He
cobuparcs Mmo3BosATh KOMY OBl TO HU OBIJIO YKa3bkIBaTh cede. [la u Koro Mor 1mo3BaTh ABTycT? Pa3se
yTo Padasmns, Toro 6Gacrappa.

ABTyCT pacTepsics:

— MoxH0 nogyMaTs?

— KoneuHo, He cTecHsiicsa, — Puyapg II n€pHYT 3a MIHYPOK Y U3TOJIOBBSI.
[leXXypHBIA Cllyra HeMeOJIEHHO I0CTy4all B OBEPb:

— YeM MOTy CITy2KUTbh, Ballle BEJIUYECTBO?

— HpI/IHeCI/ITe OJ'Iy XOJIOOHOT'O COKY, a MHE — 6YTBIJ'IKy I'pedecCkoro Cjiagkoro BruHa. Hawu 3aKyCOK HeE
IIoOMeIlIaerT.

Koponp mpuroToBUsCs K OOITOM JUCKYCCHUU.

Ho Asryct 6bicTpo Haméncs. OCTOPOXKHO, TISASA Ha /0, KOTOPBIH IPONOIKall BOCCemaTh Ha
KPOBATH, OJIUIIETBOPSIS OMMHOYECTBO, CIIPOCHIT:



— THI cnpilIaj 0 TOM, KaK IOBHIIIAIOT, ITOHMKAS?

— Pasymeertcs, — Puuapq Il He mo0un 3aHUMAaTLCS TOCYIAaPCTBEHHEIMHU [ejlaMy, HO 3TO He
O3Hayaso, YTO OH B HUX He CMBICNUJI. Ero Jaxke 3aMHTEpPeCcOBalio, OTKyda MIeMSIHHUK ITOYEPIIHYIT
TaKWe MO3HaHus. [ TymoBaThIi OTIPEICK OpaTa MOCTOSTHHO €T0 YOUBJISII.

— A uT0?
— Torpma maBaii ciesaeM Ha0O0POT: TOHU3UM, HO TIOBBICUB.
— Xm?

— Hy... — Asryct crnotryn. OH OBl COBEPILIEHHO He yYBepeH B cele U He 3HAaJI, MOUAET M1 3To Mapuu
Ha 1monb3y. OH gelicTBOBal HaoOyM, fyMas JIAIIL O TOM, YTOOBI BEI3BOIUTE €€ u3 Tayspa. — OTIpaBb
Mapuio B ipyroe rpadcTBo, 4TOOH BB KaKOe-TO BpeMs He BUOeNuCch. Korfa cTpactu yasiryTcs,
MO2KHO Oy[IeT BEPHYThCS K 9TOMY BOIIPOCY.

— Kyna, manpumep? B Oxcdopna?

— Ila, — kxuBHYN ABrycT. — [IoHU3UM, HO TIOBHICUB. ['eHpPU — Xopoiuii uenoBek. C HUM Mapus OymeT
CYacCTJIABaA.

— A 4t0 c aToro 6yny uMmeTsh s1? — Pudapp I u ABrycT HaKOHEI-TO 3aTOBOPUJIN HAYUCTOTY, OTOPOCUB
nepeMoHuu. Kopoib MBICTIEHHO OTMETHJI, YTO Tak Kyfa nydire. rpaTe ponb fo6pOro ASfOMKy
neper MIEeMSHHUKOM OBUIO YTOMUTENbHO. OH U He fyMaJl, 4To 3Ta JI0XKb CIIoco0Ha IPOOYOUThH B
MaJburKe UCKpeHHHe 4yBCTBa. Ecnu Obl He TOCTOSIHHEIE HantoMyuHaHusa YepHoro [IpuHIa B IUCbMaXx,
OH OBl ¥ He CTaJl IPUTBOPATLCS. Teneps XKe CTaso Jierde u eMy, U, BEPOATHO, ABIYCTY.

ABryCT 4yTh He IOTEPXHYJICS, HO BHIABUJI:
— XoTs 68l TO, 4TO B GyayIIeM TBOS [OYb HE OTKAXKeTCs MIPUUTH Ha TBOU ITOXOPOHHI!

Mapm{ " BIIPAMBb Onlna cnoco0Ha Ha TakKoe — BeIb PI/I‘-IapI[ II 3alIPeTHUil en IIPUCYTCTBOBATHL Ha
IIOXOPOHaxX MaTepHu.

— 41 MOTy OCTaBUTh 3aBelllaHKE: €CJIU He SIBUTCS — He MOJYYUT HU MEeHCa, — CEPbE3HO
IIOPa3MBICIIMB, CTOJIb K€ Cephe3Ho oTBeTun Puuapy II. — Bort, mpo6ieMa pemieHa.

— ... — ABryCT HavaJ NOHKUMaTh, I0YeMy MUCC Mapus IOCTOSTHHO Ha B3BoAe. C TaKUM OTI[OM KTO
YTOMHO CBUXHETCS. — ThI MOXKEITh 3aCTaBUTh €€ IPUNTHU Ha IIOXOPOHEI, HO He 3aCTaBUIIb CKOPOETh
UCKpeHHe. 13 Bcex MPUCYTCTBYIOIIKX JIUIIb MO 0Tel] OyneT ropeBaTh 1o Tebe. Tebe He KaxKeTCs 3TO
y&acHbIM? [1o KpaliHel Mepe, MHE U OTLy — KaXeTcs.

XapakTep ero O0ITIMBOTO OTIA, HACTOSIIET0 MYXKYHMHEI, He TI03BOJIUJI ObI TOMY 3alljlaKaTh fAaxke
CKBO3b BHYTPEHHIOI0 00J1b. Ha moxopoHax MaTepu ABrycTa OH BEN ce0si TOYHO Tak xKe. M B 9TOM
ToKe Oblyla BUHa Bumbrensma II, mpuyduBLIero CbiHa HUKOTA He BHIKA3hIBATh CI1Aab0CTh.

— A THI IO MHe 3amiaveib? — Pudapp Il moamep mom0OpoIoOK PyKOM, C MHTEPeCcoM TIISIAs Ha
ABrycrTa.

ToT 3aMep, 3aTeM OTBETHUII:

— HaBepHoe, ma.



B xon1e kounos, Puyapp Il oTHOCHIICS K HeMy nydllle BceX. [la ¥ xapakTep y ABrycra OblI TaKOU —
OH JIETKO IIOAaBaJiCS 9MOLIUIM, CTIE3BI JIUTIUCH OBl PEKOH.

— OTnu4HO, JOroBOPUIUCH, — Puuapp Il mo-npexkHeMy COXpaHSI TeTKOMBICTIEHHBIM TOH. OH
IPOTSIHYN ABTyCTy HeOOIbIION 3HAYOK. — ECITH MOKJISTHEIILCS, YTO ST O0JIbIle HUKOTIA He YBUXKY
Mapwuio, MOXKeIIb B35ITh 9TO U BEI3BOJIUTH €€ U3 Tayspa. OcTanbHOe S IOPYyYy HOAXOOAIINM JTIOASM.

Mapus BCKOpe cMOXKeT cTaTh xkeHou ['enpu B Okchopae.

— [IpaBpa?! — ABrycT He 0XKuJaa TaKOro IIOBOPOTA.
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