VXK He 3HaI0 ImoyemMy, HO HaCTpOEHue OprI 3aMETHO YJIYYIIHNJIOCh, U C TOT'O CaMOT'0O MOMEHTa OH
Ha4aJl IPUONPYUBO OT6I/IpaTB CaMbI€ JOPOrue yKpalleHusd, YTOOBI HapAOUTb baHa.

[ToHayasny, CKOIbKO OBl POCKOIIHBIX Belllel HU HafieBasl Ha Hero OpMa, baH 1mopa3uTenbHO XOPOIIO B
HUX CMOTPEJICS, ¥ COBEPIIEHHO HE BO3HUKAJIO OIyuieHus nepebopa. OgHaKo, KOrfia KOTHYeCTBO
OpacieToB Ha 006eux PyKax IMepeBauio 3a JecsTOK, a Ha KaXK[IOM ITajiblle 0Ka3ajIoCh 110 ABa KOJIbIIA,
B I'0JIOBE HEBOJIbHO ITPOMEJIbKHYIA MBIC]Tb: «JTO y2Ke HU B KaKHe BOpoTa...»

Ecnu He cyuTaTh yien, CYacTINBO U30eXKaBIINX 9TOM y4aCTH JIUIIb IIOTOMY, YTO OHU ¢ OpMoii yxKe
pasfenuiy mapHylo cepbry, baH ¢ HOT o roJIOBEI CBepPKasl BCEBO3MOXKHBIMU ParoleHHOCTIMH,
IIpefCcTaBsis co0ol JOBOJIBHO Hesenoe 3penuire. Y Tonpko noias fo atoit cranuu, OpMa, HaKOHelI,
OT AyIIX pPacCMesics.

— Te1 4TO, BOpPOHA?
— ...BBl Xe camu MeHS TakKuM caejany, rocrnogud OpMa.

— Ila "HeT. KpacuBo, 04eHb KPaCHUBO.

«Kakoe TaM "KpacuBo" B TaKOM-TO Bufe. M BooOI11E, ¢ Yero Okl MOCTOSTHHO TBEPOUTD MApPHI0, KaKOW OH
KpaCHUBEHBbKUU... MOXKET, OH IIPOCTO U3EBAETCS U Ilepepa3HuBaeT MEHS 3a TO, YTO HeaBHO 4,
PasTiIsaabBast KOJbIIO, HE CMOT BHIIABUTh HUYETo, KpoMe "KpacuBo"?» ban 6pocun Ha OpMy Jerkui
HEeJIOBOJIbHBIM B3TJISIM, HO 3TO HUKAK HE MOTJIO CTEPETh IMIKUPOKYIO YXMBIIKY C JiMila TPeOkIBaloOIIero B
IIpeKpacHOM HacTpoeHuu Hora.

HpeBpaTI/IB baHa B XOOA4Y9YI0 HIKATYJIKY OJIsA I[paFOI_IeHHOCTefl, CcaM OpMa OTPAHUYHUIICA JTUIIb
HaquKOﬁ TIOOABEPHYBIINXCA IO PYKY KPYIIHBIX Marun4eCKux KaMHeU Ja IIePBLIM IIOIIaBIIMMCSA Ha
T'Jla3a M€4Y0M, II0CJIe 4Yero HECIIEIIHO IMOKUHYII IIEeIIepPy.

CTouM0 UM BBIUTH HAPYXKY, IO COJTHEYHEIE JTy4yM, KaK CaMOLIBETH Ha Tejie baHa 3acusiim ¢
OCJIETIUTENIbHOM SIPKOCTHIO. [I2K9Ha, pagoCTHO OeXKaBIIN K HUM U3fajieka ¥ KPUUaBIIAN, YTO yXKe
OCMOTPEJ BeCh OCTPOB, YBUIEB 3Ty KapTHUHY, KaK BKOIIAHHEIA 3aMep Ha MecTe. OH KPemko
3aXKMYPHUIICS ¥ IIPUHSIJICS TPUYUTATD:

— Brpyr kak cBepkHeT! A-a, 1 HU4Yero He Buxy! Kaxercd, 1 ocnen!

W TONbKO IOCJIe 9TOM CyMaTOXU I'YCTO IIOKpacHeBINNYM baH B TaHUKe MIPUHSJICS CPHIBATH C ce0s
yKpalIeHus.

— Xa-xa-xa, KaxeTcs, CerofaHs g HaCMesJIiCAd Ha HECKOJIbKO COTEH JIeT BIIE€pEm. Xa-xa-xa-xa!

«0O 00Ke, ¥ BaM BECEJIO TI0CJIe TOTO, KaK BHI COTBOPHUIJIKX TaKOE CO CBOMM anocrtonoM? ...JIagHo, Pa3 BEI
CMeeTeChb, 3HAYUT, BaM XOPOIIO. Ecnu VXK 4 II02KePTBOBAJI co00it, 4TOOBI IIOpagoBaTh CBOETO oora...»



Crapasich HaTH BO BCEM IIIIOCH, baH CrpyOoun yKpalleHus B MMyCTYI0 CYMKY [Jisl IIPUIIACOB.
Hab6mromaBimumit 3a 3T0¥M aOCypOoHO#M clieHo# I'eiin ¢ u3yMmieHneM yCTaBUICS Ha BaHa, u B ero riasax
O71eCHYJT CTPAHHBIN OTOHEK.

— Bnepsrie Buxy, 4T00B OpMa TakK CMESICS... — IPOTSIHYJ APaKOH.

— ...BoT kaxk.

«$1, 3HaeTe 1M, TOXKe BIIEPBLIE Y3HAJI, UYTO Y MEHSI €CTh KOMEOUNHLIN TanaHT. [IpuyeM B xKaHpe
HeJIeTIOd KJIOYHaIbI».

[Toxa baH HETOBKO KaMeHeJ OT HaKaTHUBILIEr0 CMylleHus, ['eii He3aMeTHO TofoLIes 6/1uxke U YTO-TO
eMy BCyuwuI. [IJ1s1 BEIIUIIbI, IePeJaHHON TaK CKPBITHO, JIHIIb 06l OpMa He 3aMeTHII, 3TO OKa3aJsCs
HUYeM He ITpuMedaTe/TbHBIN MaJleHbKUH 6JIOKHOTHUK. BaH BOIPOCHUTEIFHO CKIIOHUII TOJIOBY, U TOT'/Ia
[euin 3ammenTant:

— Ecnu coenaemnis 3eCh 3aIuCh, OHA IIOSBUTCS B TAKOM XKe OJI0KHOTE Y MEHA. B CJ'IGJIY]EOH.II/IIZ pas,
MOZKET, JIy4Ille IIO30BEIllb MEHSI Yepe3 HETO, a He YePe3 Ty XOJIOOHYIO U IITyMHYIO paKOBI/IHY?

— fcuo. Ho moueMy BHI laeTe ero MHe? Pa3Be He oruyHee ObIIO OB OTHATh OJIOKHOT TOCIIONUHY
Opme?

— ...Jlymaenib, 3TOT TUII CTAHET BECTU CO MHOU IIEPEIUCKY?

«Jle#CTBUTEIbHO, HE CTAaHET». MIHOBEHHO 0CO3HaB IIPABOTY ApaKoHa, baH mpuHsi 67I0KHOT U CYHYII
€r0 B CYMKY.

— Ila 1 BooO111e, eCiu YTO-TO OYOET UHTEPECHO, CIIpallluBaiil 0 YeM YrOfHO.

— Brl 0 yeM?..

— Hy, Hanpumep, 06 Opme?

«A Tak pa3Be MOXHO? ECiM MeHSI YTO-TO UHTEPECYeT, pa3Be He JIOTUYHee CIPOCUTH y HEeTo

HanpsMyio? BoT HegaBHO s CIIPOCHII, KAKOTO I[BeTa OBUIM ero rjlasa B IIPOIIIOM, U OH 6e3 mpobiieM
OTBETHII, YTO 3€JIEHHIE».

— Cypmd 1o TBOEMY JIUILY, Thl CYUTAEIIb 3TO JIUIIHUM. Xa-Xa, U Kak ToJIbKO OpMa YMYAPHUJIICS HauTU
TAKOT'0 aIloCTOoJIa, KaK ThI?

— He 3Ha10, 4TO BE UMEETE B BUOY, HO s CaM IIOIIPOCHUIJI TOCIIOOHWHA OpMy coeaTb MEHA CBOUM
allOCTOJIOM.

— ...3auem?

Kazarmnocs, Ha ero nuile OblJIO HamucaHo: «Tebs 4To, ITaHTaxkupoBanu?» CuHue riasa ['eina



TIOTPSICEHHO PaCIINPUIIKCh, BhIpaxkas abCoMI0THOE HeJoBepue. YTo XK, ero MOKHO OBIO TOHSTS. ..

[To mpaBpe roBopsi, caMoro baHa Kyya 6oblile UHTEPECOoBaso, moueMy OpMa Tak MMOKOPHO
CoTJIacuics MOKUHYTh Afl BMecTe ¢ HUM. Ho cipaimBaTh 0 MpuyYrHax B 7100 ObIJIO KaK-TO HEJIOBKO,
II03TOMY OH JIMILb MOJIYa TEePSAJICA B JOrafgkax...

«Heyxenu I'eitnt gam MHe GJI0KHOT, YTOOB! S pacCIpallrBal KMEHHO O TaKUX Bellax? XOTs BPSH JIK
OH CaM 3HAeT OTBET».

— KxMm, He mepexuBai, s ToxKe He cobuparch pa30anTeiBaTh TaliHbl OpMEI UJTH JIE3Th B TO, O YEM OH
He X04eT BcIloMHHaTh. Ho pa3Be Tebe caMoMy He IOWIET Ha MOJIb3Y 3HATh KOe-KaKue JeTaau Ha
cny4dall HelpeaBUAeHHBIX 00CTOSATETLCTB?

— Bbl uMeeTe B BUAY, 4TO, TOJILKO 3Had, TIe CIpsiTaHa JIOBYIIKa, MOXHO ee 000UTH. [ToHSI.
Ban pyman, 4to xopoirno udyuun Opmy, Ho 4eM 0obllle OH IPOBOAWII C HUM BpeMeHU U 00IIacs, TeM
CUJIbHEE OLIYIIaJl IPONacTh MeXAY CIOMJIIEHHBIM 002K€eCTBOM U3 UTPHL ¥ HacTOSAIUM OpMOH,

CTOSAIIUM ITPAMO IIepen HUM. Ero 6or Bcé eIlle Taull B cebe MHOTO CTPaxoB, TAHYJICA K CMEPTH, U XOTA
BHEIITHE OH Ka3aJICs XOJIOOHBIM U HGHOKOJ’IGGI/IMHM, Ha geie OBLT HEeBEPOATHO XPYIIKUM U YA3BUMBIM.

ITo mpaBme roBopsi, baH OMHOBPEMEHHO ¥ XOTEJI, ¥ He XOTell 3HaTh 0 cnabocTsx Opmel. EMy xoTenocs,
yTOOB! €ro 60T 0CTaBaJICS TOPHALIM, TOYTH BHICOKOMEDPHBIM U OCJIETIUTEIBHO ITPEKPACHEIM, HO B TO XK€
BpeMs B IrIyOMHEe [YIIN OH XXaXpaan, 4yTobbl OpMa onmuparcs U mojiaraics UCKIIOUUTENIbHO Ha HETo.

WHaue... mony4asnocs, 4To caM baH He npepncTamsn Ay OpMbl aOCOTIOTHO HUKAKOW 1IeHHOCTH.

— O yeM BHI TyT I TAINCh? HaBepHs{Ka KOCTH MHE€ II€epEeMEIBAJIN.

He BrigepxkaB 1 MuHyTH, OpMa IIOAOLIEN K HUM, CBUPEIO IlepeBoas B3rIAn ¢ baHa Ha ['eiina. B aToT
MOMEHT OH BBITJISIZIe]T TaK, CJIOBHO JOIpalnnBa 01arosepHoro o0 u3mMeHe. baH numib yCMeXHYICS U
Me[JIeHHO IToKadas ronooi. OgHako OpMa, CBEPKHYB I'la3aMy, HaCTOWYHBO IMEPECIIPOCHUIT:

— 4 crpocun, 0 4eM Bbl TOBOPUIN?

— XM, 3TO CeKperT.

— Cekpert?

«Y Moero co6CTBEHHOTO allOCTONIa OT MeHS CEKpeTHL...» — OpMa 3aMep Ha MeCTe, ITOTPSICEHHO

ycTaBUBIIKCH Ha BaHa. Ero B3rnan OykBanbHO Kpudai: «Kak Tl cMeelnh?!» Bmecto oTBeTa ban
JIVIIb TPUMHUPUTENTHHO TIOOHSI PYKY ¥ MSATKO IIONIPaBUJI pacTpenaBIInecs: BOJIOCH 6Gora.

— Ho 5 Bcé paBHO pam, — mo6aBui oH. — Pap, uTto rocnogud OpMa IIPOKUIT 3Ty XKU3Hb HE HACTOJIBKO
Oe3HagekKHO, 4YTOOB 0OCTAaThCS COBCEM 0e3 Apy3eil.



— Yero?

— 4 o roctiopuse Ieiine. OmryieHre, 4YTO, €CNIU BBl PEIINTE MTAcTh BO ThMY, OH 0€3 pa3myMuil naget
BMECTe C BaMU... Bac 9TO HaCTONIBKO HE YCTPAUBaET?

— Mt&iI ¢ HUM He 01u3KHu. [IpocTo TycoBamuCh BMECTE C CAaMOT0 POXKEHUs, BOT U BCE.
— Boob1e-To, Moy KMEHHO 3TO U Ha3kIBaIOT APYKOO0H.
«B Kopee g5t Takux ciy4daeB ecTh 6ojiee Tpy0oe BrIpaxkeHre — "Ipy3bs 10 sAiiam", Hy [a JIagHo.

Heyxenu eMy Tak X04eTCSI OTKPECTUTHCS OT eQUHCTBEHHOTO APYTa, JIUIIb OBl OCTAaThCS OMUHOKUM
HeyIaYyHUKOM, 3allepPThIM B CBOEM KOMHATE... TO €CTh, 51 XOTEeJI CKa3aTh, Ha 3afIBOpKax Ama?»

B oTBeT Ha cioBa bana OpMa nuinb pa3apaxkeHHO 3acoriell, HO 00JIbIille OTPULIaTh OYEBUAHOE HE CTall.
BeposATHO, faXxe OH caM IIOHKUMaJI: He Ha3hIBaTh APYTOM ApPaKOHA-POBECHUKA, C KOTOPEIM BEIPOC U
KOTOPBIY 10 Cell IeHb XXKUBET Ha er0 OCTPOBE, ObIJI0 OBl COBCEM YK CTPAHHO.

[Toka OpMa CHOBa He 3aBeJl MIapMaHKy O TOM, O UYeM OHU IIenTanuch ¢ ['efinom, baH MpUMUPUTETTLHO
YNBIOHYJICS U TIEPBBIM MIPOTSHYT €My PYKY:

— Hy ugrto, Bo3Bpamaemcs?

— ...Ia.

CToumo UM CIyCTUTHLCS Ha 3eMITI0, KaK [[2K9Ha TYT 2Ke IPUHSIICS HBITh, YTO YMUPAET OT KaXOhl —
CJIOBHO UX BU3MT Ha CKa304HbIM HebecHEI! 0CTPOB OB JTUIIL CHOM. Bce-Taku TO MecTo,

3alUIIEHHOE OT Pa3PYIIUTEIbHLIX KaTaKIU3MOB 60KeCTBEHHOM CHit0i OpMBI, ¥ BIIPSIMb
HaIllOMUHAaJI0 PalCKUAU YTOJIOK.

Kak roBoputcs, HyXIa HyX/e Po3Hb. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO OHM PACCOBAJIM 30JI0TO U APATrOLeHHOCTH
110 BCEM KapMaHaM ¥ Jaxe 3a0uid UM CYMKY OJIs1 IPUIIACOB, TIepe[ JTUI[OM YAYIIaloIlero 3Hos U
TIaJISIIero COJIHIIA 3eMJIM BCe 3TU 00raTCTBa OKa3auch abCOIIOTHO OECIOIe3HEI.

— IloTepnu emie HeMHOTO, CKOPO mobepemMcs mo Crona. IToxoxke, MOOMM30CTY HET HU OOHOM IEPEBHMU.
— V-y-yy...

— Pa3 yX TH Tak yMHUpaellb OT KaXK[bl, He JIy4ile i1 Tebe IPOCTO 3aTKHYThCA? — mpoleaun OpMma.
— Ila oTKypma BaM, rocnogud OpMa, 3HaTh, YTO TaKoe XKaxpa?!

— 4 UCIBITHBAIO KaxXny HeMEJIEHHO IMPUOYIINTh TeObs.

«HW 3ayeM KaxOwlid pa3 mpepekaTsess ¢ OpMOI, eC/IM B UTOT'e BCE PABHO ITIOKOPHO 3aMOJIKaeIb? Y
I>K3HBEI, KOHEYHO, TOT ellle xapakTep. [la u OpMa, 1o cyTH, npaB. byap g Ha ero MecTe, ¥ MeHs OBl



YZXKe CHUJI HEe OCTaJIOCh TaK TPEeIlaTk...»

[TpomycTuB 3Ty GeccofepKaTeNbHYIO IIepenaaKy MUMO yied, baH nepeBesn B3TJsSA Ha HCCYIIEHHYIO
mopory nopn Horamu. Cuon — csatunuie baHnaHa, 6ora BOOH U MIJIONOPOANS, — KOT'TIa-TO 3aCIyKEHHO
Hocus 3BaHKe «['opoga Bomwi». Y To, 4TO ceitdac 3eMsis 3fech Obla KcIellpeHa riIy00KuMU
TpelIMHaM#, CKBO3b KOTOPHBIE IIPOCTYIIAJ MECOK, BCephe3 HacTOpoxkuiao bana. IToxoxke, pa3pylieHue
MHpa MPOUCXOOUIIO Kyma ObICTpee, YeM OH IIpeAroarail.

— IIo Cuomna yxe Hemaneko. [1o ugee, 6aromaps BnusiHuio baHaHa, BCE 30eCh JOJIXKHO yTONaTh B
3€eJIeHY, a B yIlllaX — CTOSATh Kyp4YaHUe YUCTHIX PeK...

— Ho MBI y2Ke KOTOpPHIM feHb HabIiomaeM OOUH U TOT XKe 0e3:KM3HEeHHbIN Iei3axkK, — MOAXBaTHIl
IIx3Ha.

— A-a, kaxerTcs, noHsAN. MoxeT, baHaH He BhIlepKajl KaTaKIu3MOB U yKe OTKUHYIICA? BeseT xke. 4

OBl TO2KEe He 0TKa3aJICs Y3HATh CEKPET, KakK Y6I/ITB 002KeCTBEHHOE TEJIO.

«OnsATh 9TOT IECCUMHUCT C CyULMOaIbHEIMU HaKJIOHHOCTSIMU 3a CBOe€...» ['nansa Ha OpMy, KOTOPHIY,
Ka3aJioch, UCKpPeHHe XkeJan baHaHy cMepTH U OMHOBPEMEHHO 3aBU0Ball eMy, baH 00pedyeHHO
IIOKa4yaJI TOJIOBOH.

U KaxK pa3 B 9TOT MOMEHT...

— Crosite! OTHaBaiiTe nomagb U BCE Oapaxiio, ¥ TOTHA MbI, TakK YK U ObITh, COXpPAHUM BaM KU3HU!

Ha ¢oHe TeMHeroIero, oTaaioIero BeuepHel mpoxaanon Heba BEIPHCOBAIACh OYyepeqHast maika
O6anpuToB. OHU IIperpaguiy MyTh baHy ¥ ero cCyTHUKaM, T06eI0OHOCHO BHIKPUKUBAS YTPO3HL.

— 91, y Toro pa3boitHuKa Ha mnosice ¢isira ¢ Bomoit! HaBepHOe, TOJIBKO YTO KOT'0-TO orpabuiu! —
BOCKJIMKHYI [[XK9Ha.

— V6eit ux. [IpuKOHYY BCEX [0 €MUHOTO MPSIMO ceivac. TonpKo monpoOyi B 9TOT pa3 TPAaTUTh BpeMs
BIIYCTYI0 — CBepHY wiefo. M He B3qyMali CHOBA NIPUTALIUTH 3a COO0M 0YepeqHOil IIyMHEIN MyCOP.

— ...0x, — BreImOXHYT BaH.

Bynp To obxuraromias xkaxpa [[K3HBE UM BCKUNAOUas xKaxya pa3pyueHus OpMEl, HO IOSIBJIEHUE
CTOJIb «CJIagKOW» MOOBIYY, CITOCOOHOM YAOBIETBOPUTD MOTPEOHOCTH XOTS OB OQHOTO U3 HUX,
3acTaBusio baHa oKoOHYaTeIbHO caaThCA. TeM BpeMeHeM OpMa, CO 3JI0Belel YXMBIIKON Ha rybax,
yKasaJl masblieM Ha 0aHOUTOB, KOTOPhIE yKe MOUysId HeJlafHOe 1 Hadyajlu B ITaHUKe
IeperasfbBaThC.

— Cnymaﬁ, a JaBal-Ka OTIIPABUM HX... B OJHO O4Y€Hb XOpoIlnee MeCTO.

— B xopoiiiee MecToO... TOBOpUTE?



— Ara. YtoObl OHM TaM OT PAfOCTHU COOXJIH.

XUIIHO CKassich, 603KeCTBO BEIPA3UTEILHO YUPKHYJIO IaJblieM 110 ropiy... M 3To — 6or? Mot 6or?
BaH chepakai TSKeJbIi B3[M0X U TIOKOPHO OTBETHII:

— ...IlocTaparoch OTIIpaBUTH UX IIPSIMO B pau.

— BoT uMenHo. HakoHeI-TO THl Hayan coo0paxarTh.

«BmpoueM, At Hallero 371010 6ora 3TO ellle BeCbMa I'YMaHHBIN ITprKas. [IpaBpa, Takoe 4yBCTRBO,
OynTo g ¥ caM IMOTUXOHBKY pa3jlaralock BMeCTe C HAM... Ho 3T0 Beb IPOCTO KaXKeTCs, BEPHO?»

Bes manenmux KoneOauuit baH 00HaXKWI Med... ¥ HadaJjl OXOTy Ha IM06JIeHeBIINX OT yKaca
O6aHOUTOB, OPOCUBIIKXCS HAyTEK.
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