I'naBa 38. PeBHUBEI] C KUCJIOM MUHOU

— M1 uiem gopory B I'opox Paccsera.

Mars, IIOIIPAaBUB OYKH, C MSITKOH, HO BCTpeBO}KeHHOﬁ PIHTOHaI_IPIefI 00BSICHUIT XO035AMHY TaBEPHHI:

— MEHI Tpuexany U3 CeBEePHOr0 KOPOJIEBCTBA U JOTOBOPHIINCH BCTPETUTLCS C TOBapuIieM B ['opoge
PaccBeTa, 4TO B 10:KHOM, HO 110 Jopore 3a0aygunuck. Mo IpyT ell€ u C TOPH yIiaj, ejie 0o0pauch
crofia.

— Bpems BcTpeun yxKe Ha MCXOfie, HAM HYKHO KaK MOXKHO CKopee momacTh B ['opox PaccBeTa.

CTapBIfI CoamMm OKHMHYII UX B3TJIAO0M. Ouu u BIIPSAMBb OBILIIH ITOKPEITEI T'PA3BI0, 4 Ha YEPHOBOJIOCOM
IOHOIII€ BUOHEIINCH OMHTHI. IToxoxe, UM u BIIPpABOY IIPHUIIIIOCH HEJIETKO.

OH mpUCMOTpeICS K UX ofieXke U K TOMY, KaK 0JIM3K0 OHU CTOSITIA APYT K APYTY, MHCTUHKTUBHO
3almilas ApyT OPyra, ¥ ONBITHHIM TPAKTUPIIUK TYT XK€ BCE IOHSTL.

Oro, ma 3Tu IBOe — ronyoKu!

BoT moyeMy OHU TakK 10-pa3HOMY OLETH, HO BeyT ce0sl He KaK [Ipy3bsi, CBOOOAHO ¥ HEIPUHYXKIEHHO,
Y He KaK T'OCIIOIUH U CJTyTa, COepKaHHO U OTCTPAHEHHO.

Hactopoxennocts CTaporo CaMa TyT Xe yJIeTy4YuJiach, ¥ OH 3aTOBOPHUJI C HUMU I0-APYXKECKU:

— Ox, OegHATH, B 102KHOM KOPOJIEBCTBE MECTHOCTD CJI0XKHas, TO 60/I0Ta, TO 1eca — HaMy4UJIUCh,
HaBepHoe?

— T'opop PaccBeTa 0TCiofa HeameKo, KUJIOMETPOB IIECThAEeCAT-CEMbIECIT. — TYT €TI0 TOJI0C
M3MEHUIICS, a JIUIIO0 CTallo CepbE3HEIM. — Ho s BaM COBETYIO, He XOOUTe Tyaa.

— A? [louemy? — ¢ HaurpaHHLBIM YAUBJIEHUEM CIIPOCUTT Paliku.

— l'opopa PaccBera 6ombine HeT, — CTaphiii CaM OCTOPOXKHO OTJISIIENICS U, IIOMOUIS K HUM IO0IuKe,
IIpoIIenTanl.

— [To3aBuepa mioau... Kynbra Yymec BMecTe ¢ HQEMHUKaMH Pa3rPOMUIIK TOPOJ, @ IIOTOM COXKTIJIU eTro
OoTia.

Psuiku 1 Masnb 0OqHOBPEMEHHO paCIIUpPUIIU I/1a3a. Manb — NIPUTBOPHO, a Paliku — Mo-HACTOAIIEMY.



BoT aT0 ma, Manb okasascs mpaB! iMoC ¥ HaéMHUKY OeHCTBUTENbHO pa3rpadbunu ['opon Pacceera,
a TIOTOM COKTJIH ero!

Ho 3auem?

9TO e IIPOCTO TOPTOBBIM TOPOMAOK, 3aUueM OBIJIO TaK JKECTOKO PACIPABIATHCS C HUM?

Marnb, co6paBIIMCh ¢ IyXoM, u300pa3un norpscenue. Ero nuio nobnenHeno.

— Kaxk xe Tax...

— A Haw fpyr... Yuneam...

— OcTaéTCcst TOMBKO MOJIUTHCS, YTOOR! OH, KaK U BHI, 3abmymuiics u He gomén no ['opoma PaccserTa...
— B3poxHyn Ctapeiu CoM.

— Cmacu60, HafIeloCk... TaK ¥ eCTh, — MaJb OIyCTHUJI T'0JIOBY, IIPUKPHIB U0 pyKou. Ero mneun
CclleTKa [IpOoXKaly.

— [TpoKAThE... — MpOIINIEeN PIUKY U, CTUCHYB 3y0HI, CIPOCHT: — XO035IMH, Ky[la OHM HaIlPpaBUJIUCh
IIOCJie TOro, Kak pasrpomunu I'opox Pacceera?

— OX, MO/I0[I0¥ TOCIIOAUH, TaKOe JIydllle He clpalmuBaTh, — CTapbiii CoM, IOCMOTPEB Ha €r0 Med 1
THEBHOE JIUIIO, IIPUHSII €ero 3a MOJIOOT0 UCKATeIsd IPUKIIYEeHNH, XKaXKAYIero ClIpaBeiJInBOCTH, U
IIOCIIEIINII €T0 OTTOBOPUTE.

— [Touemy?

Paliku, He mogyMaB, CIIPOCHUJI, HO TYT Ke MOHSJI, 4YTo cOONTHYN nuiHero. OH O5ICTPO cooOpa3u, uTo,
BO3MOXKHO, [IEJI0 B IeHbIaX, U, JOCTAB U3 KOIIEeTbKa HECKOIBKO Me[ISTKOB, HE3aMETHO ITPOTSIHYTT X
XO3SIUHY.

— X0351MH, pagy 3TUX OeHer, CKaXuTe, oXKaJyicTa, a?

— OHu... HanpaBunuch B Xoyn, — Ctapsiii CaM, MOK0Ie6aBIINCh, B3SIJT I€HbTH U IIPOIIETTall.

— BuI yBepeHBI? — TYT e TUXO Iepecnpocui Pauku.

— VBepeH, abcomoTHO yBepeH! — CTapeii CaM CepLE3HO KUBHYIL.



— Buepa MUMO Hac mpoe3xKaJj OTPS BCAAHUKOB 0] 3HAMEHAMH... 9TOT0 Ky/IbTa. Bce B KPOBH, BUM Y
HUX ObIJT CBUPEIIBIH.

— U emié... — OH MOHMU3UJI I'0JIOC, ¥ Ha €T0 JIWIle OTPA3uJICS CTPax, — IMPeIBOIUTENb BE3 C COOOM
KJIETKY, a B Hell Obl managus Xpama Caera.

— Jlaxe nocnaHHuK bora CBeTa, masafuH, nomnaja K HUM B PYKH... — IIPU 3TUX cinoBax Ctapeid Com
3aKpHIJI I'71a3a, IePeKPecTUIICS U MpolienTaln: — Meccrep BCEMOTYIIUM... HeyKenu Halll 60T U 9TOT
MUD OeUCTBUTEIIBHO 00pEYEHEI?

— Her, — Paiiku momkan ry0sl, ero KyJlaku MeJIEHHO CXKaJUCh.

OH MOOHSAJ TOJIOBY U IIOCMOTPETT Ha 3aXO0fsIlee COITHIIE.

— Bomp — BpemeHnHa. 3aBTpa OymeT mydiue.

OH Ha¥UOET Oys CBOEro oTiia YEPHOE KOJBII0 U BMecTe ¢ 00beIUuHEHHOM apMuel Tpéx LlapcTs
mobenuT 370r0 60ra MOpuUKOY.

— JTOT MHP He MorubHeT, — 3aKaTHOe COJIHIIE 0TPazKaoCh B €T0 aJIkIX I'1a3aX, — a0COTI0THO TOYHO.

Crapsii CaM CMOTpeN Ha Hero, MIKXPOKO PacKpHIB r'ia3a.

['masa 3TOro MOJIOIOTO, KPAaCHBOTO IOHOIIX OBIIM KakK IIaMs — SPKOe, HeyracuMoe.

U ero YBEPEHHOCTH Oblsla Tak 3aPa3uTeJIbHa, YTO €My HEBOJIBHO 3aX0TEJIOCh IIOBEPUTEL — IIOBEPUTE,
4YTO TbMa M CTpPaAX, HpI/IHeCéHHBIe MopHKoy, BPEMEHHEI, X 4TO BCE HaJlaguTC.

Ho...

— 9%, crap s cran, — Crapeiit CaM rPyCTHO YCMEXHYIICS. — BTopkKeHue HHO3eMHOro 0ora B MU
Meccuep OauTCS yKe COTHH JeT. B MoyomocTu st Ok, MOXKET, ¥ IIOBEPUJI, HO ceidac...

— JlagHo, He OymeM 0 TPYCTHOM, — OH MaxHYJI PyKO# u 60apo yIbIOHYICS. — BB, HaBepHOE, yCTanu
¥ TIPOTOJIOAIKCh MTOCTIE HONTOTO MyTHU?

— CrneBa BO IBOpe eCTh OaHs, TaM ropsdast Boja 1 O0JIbIue KagKu. 3a HECKOJIbKO MeIsIKOB X03sHKa
OaHM BaC ¥ TIOMOET, ¥ OfleXK Ay ITOCTUPaeT!

— A ecnu IporoogaeTech, CKaxuTe MHEe. MBI ¢ XKeHOU ceromHst paboTaeM o 3aKara.



— Torpga cHavasa moeguM? — P3UKU KMBHYJT U TOJNIKHYJI Majis JIOKTEM.

— Xopotio, — yneIOHYICS Marb.

HacwiTupmmucs, Paliku Ppa3BaJInjICAd Ha CKaMb€ U CIIaJKO IIOTAHYJICA.

— HakoHel-To HOpMaJIbHO II0€eJI! — OH 3aKphUI I'J1a3a, ¥ Ha ero rybax MosiBUIach NOBOJIbHAS YIIBIOKa,
KakK y CHITOro Kota. — Kakoe cyactoe!

— Tl ¥ BIPaBAY HaMYUHUJICSA B 9TU OHU, — MaJb C yIBIOKOM HOCTas U3 KOLIeJIbKa HECKOJIbKO MEeMIsIKOB
Y TIOJIOKUJI UX Ha CTOJL.

— A, TH IATUIIL? — P3UKK yOWBIEHHO TOCMOTPEN Ha HETO.

— IIa, He Bcé ke Tebe NIaTUTh, — KUBHYI Marb.

Patikn MODPTHYII. OH He MOT MOHSTE, YTO YyBCTBYET.

Enma B 9TOM TaBepHe CTOMIA HEJOPOro, HO TO, YTO KTO-TO 3aIlJIaTHJI 3a Hero, OBIJI0 TaK CTPAHHO.

CmoBHO 0 HEM 103aO0TUIIUCE, CJIOBHO OH...

Brin BaxkeH.

HemoHsTHOE YyBCTBO OXBATHIIO PaWKM, M OH BOPYT IMOYYBCTBOBAJ Ce€0s HEJIOBKO.

U B meTcTBE, KOTma OH cKuTascs 1o LlapcTBy Jltogen, u mo3xke, Koraa BepHysicsa B LlapcTso [1eMOHOB,
OH Bcerfa OB TeM, KTO IIEJT BIepenu, BEN ce0s Kak CTapIui OpaT U IJIaTUI 3a BCEX.

u €My 3TO HPAaBHUJIOCE. EMy HPaBHUJIOCh BUOETH PAOOCTh Ha JIMIIAX Te€X, KOMY OH OapHUJI IIOOAPKH,
HpaBHJIaCh UX 3aBUCHMOCTE U JIECTD.

HOTOMY YTO TaK OH YyBCTBOBAII cebst HYXKHBIM.

Co BpeMeHeM, KOrfia ero TaK Ha3hIBaeMBIM «[IPY3bsiIM» YTO-TO OBITIO HY?KHO, OHU, €CTECTBEHHO,
CMOTpEJIN Ha HEero, 0Xuas, YTO OH 3allIaTHT.

OH He Bo3paxaJl. [Ipy3bs He OOJIKHBEI MEJIOYUTLCS. K ToMy Ke, y Hero OblId OeHbI'H, U OH He
3alMKIIUBAJICS Ha TAKUX MTyCTSIKAX.



XO0Ts UHOTTIa OH 3aBUAOBAJ TEM, 3a KOT0 BCerfa IIJIaTUIN OPyTue, KOMY Japuiid IOAapKu, HalpuMmep,
TOU Xe ACMOHOUBeE.

OH pgaxe TaltHO MeyYTaJl, 4To ecyiy Okl Mannball Korga-Hu0yas IoJapuil eMy YTo-HuOyab Un
3aIJIaTHII 3a HETO Ha CBUOAHUH. ..

OH 0Obl, HaBEPHOE, YMEP OT CYACThS.

Ho, mpuBHIKHYB BCETIa IIAaTUTh CAMOMY, KOTZla 3a HET'0 3aIlJIaTUII KTO-TO APYTOd, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAI
CTPaHHYIO MTAHUKY.

CJI0BHO...

OH sTOrO HE 3aCJIyXKHBaeT.

— YTo ¢ TobOo#H?

Marnb 3aMeTHI ero IepeMeny B HaCTPOEHHH U, IIOXJIOIIAB €TI0 II0 IIJIe1y, CIIPDOCHUIL:

— Iloyemy THI BOpPYyT OrpycTHEN? YTO-TO CIIY4YUIIOCH?

— A, HeT, HUYero, — Paviku B3OPOTHYJI ¥ BRIIIPAMMUIICA.

OH yKpapgKou B3rJISHYN Ha Marns.

B ero TéMHO-KapuX, KaK SIHTaph, Ila3aX CBETUJIACh UCKPEeHHss 3a00Ta u OECIOKOMCTRBO.

Paiiku, C7TOBHO 00KETINCEH, OBICTPO OTBEIT B3TJISI.

— HpOCTO... YCTall, — HEPBHO CKa3aJl OH.

OH pgocTan KoIIeeéK, 0TCYUTAJl TOPCTh MEASKOB, [0OaBUII eIl€é HEeCKOIbKO U CYHYJ UX B PyKy Mars.

— Bosbmu. Tebe... Tebe eIé momMoi BO3BpAIIAThCS. Y MEHS IeHer XBaTaeT, a Thl CBOM OCTaBb Ha
[OpOry.

— YTt0? — Masb omemmus OT ero BHe3aIllHOT0 IIOCTYIIKa.

— MHe He... He HPaBUTCH, KOTia 3a MEHS IJIaTAT, — P9MKU KallIgHyJl, ero yIu IOKpacHeIu. —



Heyno6Ho. [TpoCcTO BO3bMU U HE CIIOPE.

Marp 10CMOTpETT Ha MESIKU B CBOEU PyKe, IOTOM Ha Hero.

OH oTKa3ayncsa?

Ho Benp B IlapcTBe [1eMOHOB P3iiKu IOCTOSTHHO HaMeKasl, YTOOB OH eMy 4TO-HUOyOb Kynui. A
371eCh...

OH He B3aT?

BcnomuuB, Kak Paliku u3beran ero, Manb6aria CaTraHCOHa, KaK HeHaBUET €T0, OH IT0YYBCTBOBAJI,
Kak B €r0 Cepflle 3apoXKaaeTcs CTpax.

— Her, Paiiku, B0O3bMHU, — OH CXBaTUJI PYKy P3WKu U BJIOXKHUI B HEE METSIKHU.

— ... 1 XOTh U HE Tak, XM, IIPUIIUYHO OHET, KaK ThI, HO Y ME€HA TOXK€ €CTh HEeHbI'A.

OH MOTEP HOC, ¥ Ha ero JIuIle BIIePBLIe MIOSIBUIIOCH CMYIIIEHUE.

— 41 3Hatw, Tebe He HPABUTCS, KaK s OfeT... 4, Korga Mel JoOepémcs mo Xoyma, KyITo HOBYIO
OfleX My, TaKyt, 4ToOs TeOe He OBIJI0 3a MEHS CTHIIHO.

CkazaB 3T0, OH TYT e OIIyCTHUJI T'OJIOBY, €T0 B3TJIsAH 3aberar.

Yeprt!

Yo 3HAUUT «Tebe He HPaBUTCS, KaK g OfET, I03TOMY g KYIUTIO 0feXkay, 4ToO0k Tebe He ObII0
CTBITHO»?

YT0 g TaKoe roBopio!

3By4HT Kak Kajoba 00MKEeHHOT0 MyXa... Eciiu Paiiku y3HaeT, KTO S Ha caMOM feJie, 4YTO OH 000 MHe
mogymaer?

Manb HO6H€HH€J’I, €My XOT€eJIOCh ITIOBEPHYTH BPEMA BCIIATH U IIPOTJIOTUTE CBOU T'JIyIIBIE CJIOBA.

A Pa¥iky, TS0 Ha €T0 CMYIIEHUE, TYT 2Ke BCE TOHSII.



310 BEIPpaZKEeHHE JINIld, KOT'Ja XO04Y€EIlb 9YEeT0-TO, HO CTECHAEIIILCA IIOIIPOCUTE, 4 KOr'aa IIOIIPOCHII,
XKarseelllb — S ero 3Hamw!

— AX na, THI IIpaB, 5 1 3a6bl1, 4TO 00elnasn KynuTh Tebe Ofexkay, — OH IPHUIIYPUIICS U XOJIOIHO
CKa3all.

— Hy nmapgHO, 9T HECKOIBKO MEISIKOB S BO3bMY, — P3liKu Me[JIeHHO yOpasl HeHbI'M, B3BECUB UX B
pyke.

— Korma mo6epémcst mo ropofa, s KyIaio Tebe ydInyio ogexkay. He BONHYy#HCs, s1 IepKy CBOE CIIOBO.

OH cpenan may3y U, B3T/ISHYB Ha Mars, mo6aBum:

—H BIIpEeOb, €CIIN Tebe YTO-TO HY2KHO, TOBOPH IIPAMO, HE XOOU BOKPYT Od OKOJIO.

— Hert! Trl He Tak nmoHsn! — Masb 3aCThIIL.

9To0 eme xyxe! Vi3 peBHUBIA C KACIIOM MUHOM 5 IIPEBPATUIICS B allb(oHca!

U Bempb s HUYEro Takoro He FOBOPHUII, KaK Paliky MOT Tak MeHS IOHSTh?

OH xe Bcerya OblJI TAKUM IPSIMOJIUHEMHBIM 1 0€33a60THEIM. Korfia OH CTal TaKUM YyBCTBUTEIIbHBEIM
¥ 00UIYUBLIM?

— Toi He Tak noHsAN! 4 He mpocun y Tebst HUYero! — OH MocCHmemus 00bACHUTE. — 4 caM Kymtio cebe
OLeXMy, MHe He HyKHEl TBOU [eHbIU!

— JlapgHO, TafiHO, He TaK YK U MHOTO, He 3allUK/INBalCcs, — MaxXHyJ PyKou Paiiku.

OH BCTan U 3€BHYII.

— A... 1 TaKOM I'PSA3HBIN, XOUY ITIOMBITHCS.

— IMomny, B 6aumwo!

— Bbaus? — npu cnoBe «6aHs» Manb HaXMyPHIICS.

XoTst 6aH¥ ¥ TPeIHAa3HAYANUCh /IS MBIThSI U CTUPKH, Ha CAMOM [eJjie OHU OBbLIM U3BECTHBI CBOUMHU
«0COOBIMY YCITyTaMy» U CYUTAJIUCH CBOETO pofa 6opremnsMu.



Hackonbko oH 3HaJ, B OaHIX paGOTaHI/I KEeHIUHEI, KOTOPEIE 06CJ'Iy}KI/IBaJ'II/I KJIMEHTOB OT U [JO:
pa3geBajid, MbIJIK I'OJIOBY, TépJ’II/I CIINHY, OeJlaJil MaCCaX.

B 3TO# Iy KMeHTaMy B OCHOBHOM OBLIM MECTHbBIE MyXKJIaHbl. A TaKOM KpaCHBHIM, CTPOUHBIN U
IIeipbIi 4yKakK, KaK Paiiku, OB A1 HUX JTAKOMBIM KyCOYKOM.

[Tpu MBICTIH O TOM, UTO HE3HAKOMEIE JIIoou OyOyT NANuThCA Ha Paliku, HanepeOoy npeniaraTh eMy
CBOM YCIIyTH, IPUKACATLCA K €r0 Telly, IPOBOAUTH aJbl[aMy I10 €r0 YEPHEIM BOJIOCAM, IIEKaM,
TPyOH, CIUHE...

['pymp Manst cmaBuiio, ero pyKa Imoj CTOJIOM CXKaJlach B KyJIaK, KOCTSIIKY T0OeJeNH, a JhIXaHue
CTaJIO TTPEePLIBUCTHIM.

OH omycCTHI r7la3a, CKpPEIBas MpayHLIY OJIeCK.

OH... He x0TeJ1, 4T0o0LI Paliku 11é/1 B TaKOe MecCTO.
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